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INTRODUCTION. 




^HE early history of Melford lies buried deep under the 
accumulated dust of ages, and grubbing therein for the 
first tangible knowledge of the far past is but a dry 
research. . Conjecture, often vague, must be coupled with 
fragmentary records and inferences, in order to reunite 
the few scattered and severed threads of its old-world 
story before the Conquest. 

The Romans form a slight starting-point in our 
annals, for it appears plain, firom the Roman remains 
found here, that at least one particular spot in this 
parish was in their occupation ; viz^ at the junction of 
the rivers, on or about the present Stoneylands; and 
perhaps there was another on Westgate Hill. How long they were 
here is uncertain, as also whether they were settlers but few in 
number, or as a small military force, possibly an outpost from the 
camps of Glare or Cockfidd* Perhape, looking ^trategieaDy at the 
position in the fork formed by the Kelfard river, at its junction with 
the larger stream of the Stonr, a very favounU- sort of post in those 
days, — this latter 6upTx>sition might seem firolidble ; as they would thus 
maintain the chain of defence of the great camps of Wixoe and Clare, 
and thence along the Stour eastward ; and at tlic same time would 
keep open the communication with the northern camps through thof^ 
of La;?enham and CockiieliL 

Among the Roman remains found here, such as coins of various 
sorts and dates, urns, pottery, and porticms of tesseLtted pavemtnti^, 
there was excavated from a gravel-pit on 8t<meyland% about f^/rty- 
five years ago, a £ne and perfect large g^ass ttm of a rare and valuable 
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VI IKTEODUCTION. 

shape and quality, whicli was presented to the Biitish Museum by the 
late Sir William Paekeb. 

From the time when the Bomans evacuated Britain till the reign 
of Edward the Confessor, the history of Melford is a long blank. We 
may perhaps fancy that our remote fore&thers sent their little quota 
hence to take part in the lost battles in Suffolk against Sweyn and his 
Danish marauders ; and half a century later, those of a succeeding 
generation were wistfully scanning the appearance of yet another race 
of foreign invaders, some of whose nobles may have looked with 
greedy, longing eyes at the goodly manor of Melford, which, happily 
for its inhabitants, was beyond the grasp of the Normans, being 
already an appanage of the Abbey of St. Edmund, which cast the 
protecting asgis of the Church over the villeins, serfs, and socmen of 
Melford. 

Passing to times later on, its population stood at their doors on 
a November day in 1214, to see King John pass by on his way to 
Bury ; and though the Melford folk were indebted to him for the 
boon^ important in those times, of the grant of a weekly mai^et 
and of an annual fair, yet, as probably their feelings towards him were 
the same as those of the neighbouring people of Clare, of whom it is 
recorded that ** he was so ill received that he quitted the town the 
same day,|' so Melford, though usually loyal, may have greeted the 
unpopular king on this occasion with but cold welcome, and scant 
applause.* 

And besides the known visits of King John, and in after-days of 
Queen Elizabeth, it is most probable that as ^lelford lies on the direct 
road between London and Bury, many other crowned heads may have 
passed througli its long street; for no less than sixteen sovereigns 
personally ofTered at the famous shrine of St Edmund before the 
dissolution of the Abbey- Their names are thus handed down to us : — 
Canute, Edward the Confessor, William I., Henry L, Henry 11., 
Bichard I., John (twice), Henry IH. (twice), Edward I. (twice, or 
more), Queen Eleanor, Edward H., Edward HI., Richard H., Henry VI- 
(foiu* times), Edward IV., Henry VII. 

* Eiiig John was at Melford 4tli November, 1214. — (Archseologia.) 
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LoBD Aethub Heevey, Bishop of Bath and Wells, in his address 
to the members of the. Archasological Society of Great Britain, on 
their visit to Bury in 1864, is reported to have said that Edward I. 
was at Bury thirteen times. 

Pentlow, the reputed home of " John Wraw," is so near this place 
that it is very probable that some few of the more discontented and 
reckless inhabitants of Melford may have been induced to join that 
ruffian's formidable mob in the insurrection of 1381, and have witnessed 
the atrocities committed in Bury and its vicinity ; and if so, it is to be 
hoped also shared their punishment at Barton Mills. 

In the rising for Lady J^^ne Grey, on the death of King 
Edward YI.^ the men of Suffolk showed themselves strong partisans 
in favour of the rival claim ; and Melford may, not improbably, have 
been represented by some supporters of Queen Mary, among the 
garrison of Framlingham Castle, or who may have joined the pursuing 
force of Lord Arundel for the capture at Cambridge, of the Earl of 
Korthumberland, who was an object of special hatred to the people of 
the Eastern counties. 

Much of this is of course conjecture ; but anyhow it is certain 
that for nearly five centuries the rich and powerful Abbey of St. 
Edmund held possession of the manor and church of Melford ; and its 
vassals and serfs, generiation after generation, saw a succession of 
thirty-three mitred Abbots of Bury, who took their seats in the House 
of Peers, tenth in order among the twenty-four abbots who ranked as 
barons, princes almost in wealth and power, constantly coming with 
their retinues to and fro between Bury nnd their country seat at 
Melford Hall, for pleasure or relaxation from the cares and business of 
the great religious house. 

Whether they were good or bad, easy or tyrannical landlords 
to their Melford tenants, who can now say; but as they exacte<l 
from all officers connected with their estates, methodical habits of 
business, they eventually left behind them many plain records of their 
dealings with this manor. So far as their chartularite, terriers, 
and rentals may be taken as inferences, they were not hard masters ; 
and their vassals enjoyed the advantage, inestimable in days of lawless 
violence, of the full and unfailing protection of the Church against tlie 
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VIU INTRODUCTION. 

strong arm of those powerful barons and their turbulent followers, 
whose creed was that might constituted right. 

Furthermore, whatever the eventual corruption and failure of the 
old religious system, all must admit that the great conventual houses, 
in their early days of purity, were grand examples of the sublime force 
of pious, self-denying devotion. In those days their inmates prayed, 
taught, and laboured unselfishly ; for though wealth and possessions 
flowed in upon them, the harvest they mainly reaped therefrom was 
an increase of toil in administering their property for the public ad- 
vantage, in the maintenauce of education, hospitality, and compre- 
hensive charity ; and none can deny that in those times the Abbeys 
and other great religious houses were oases of learning, education, 
science, and art in the then universal desert of ignorance and barbarism. 
And 80 it would seem that Melford and its people, loved and favoured 
by the successive monastic rulers of the Abbey of St. Edmund, down 
to the last Abbot, who, as a native of Melford, must have held it dear, 
may perhaps have received from these old pioneers of learning, a ray 
of enlightenment and civilization in advance of the age in which they 
lived. And they in turn seem to have striven, so far as they could, to 
repay to their foster-mother, the Church, some of the obligations and 
benefits they had received fix)m her, while also caring for the interests 
of their own place and people ; and so one after another, while leaving 
bequests of lands, money, and goods for charitable purposes, generally 
apportioned some share thereof to the Church ; and when in the 15th 
century the time came that, either from decay, or fix)m want of space 
to accommodate the growing population, it became necessary to rebuild 
the old pai'ish church, the advowson and endowment of which Earl 
Alfric, the son of Widgar, had given to St. Edmund's Abbey in the 
1 1th century, the people of Melford seem readily and willingly to have 
contributeil their full quota towards rearing and embellishing the 
present beautiful edifice, on the stones of which are still recorded the 
names of souie of those long bygone worthies, who then vied with 
each other in this great work of love and piety. 

Peace to their manes ; but if they could have foreseen the fate 
that was to befall their work before it had stood a century, they would 
surely have gone in disquiet to their last narrow resting-places. Even 
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the most Protestant among ns must admit that the great Reformation 
was ushered in, particularly as regards the churches, with unnecessary 
spoliation, and ignorant, vulgar vandalism. In their bitter religious 
zeal, the now predominant Reformers could not tolerate or spare the 
most harmless symbols and decorations, however beautiful, if only 
they had been used or regarded by Romish worshippers ; and it was 
the •* GrODLY " who now " brake down the carved work of the temples 
with axes and hammers/' The religious cry was war to the knife ; 
and it was ** Y89 victis." But could it have been necessary that this 
puritanical horror of all ornament and fine art should be shown by 
such gross and wanton destraction as recorded in the case of Melford 
Church. 

Three times was it wrecked and plundered. First by the early 
Reformers; again, when, after the Marian return to Popery, an 
attempt had been made to restore to it some little portion of its shorn 
splendour, — a short-lived efibrt, entailing yet more complete and 
sweeping reform of ** cleansing firom superstition " ; and lastly, by the 
snuffling, canting, roundhead scum of the Rebellion, who, though they 
could find but little left on which to vent their pseudo^religious spleen, 
yet added the last touch that was wanting to the work of destruction 
before it should be ** Ichabod,'' and its glory (morally faulty though it 
may have been) have finally departed. 

They spared nothing, and were probably among the worst and 
bitterest of the spoliators, having come here expressly to plunder and 
persecute tlie Countess of Rivers, thou icsidingatMelfi(yrdHall, who \v;l< 
of the most obnoxious class of mali^numts, being a stanch Royalist rut 
a Roman Catholic. What befell h«T uill appear later in th<»se v'i'v<; 
but douinless we owe to this uii^j-rdly company of ** Pi-aif^o ^Jod 
Barebonos" the destniction of the old Market Crms on the Gnm, 
and with sundry other mischief of those evil days, the removing of :nany 
of the monumental brasses of the church, which had escai»^t tlu 
barl^arous rage of the Reformed Cnnmissioners, "the antichrinM;:!! 
tomb-broakers/* as old Weever calls them, or that had been sa.cd l»v 
the proclamation of the second year of Queen Elizabeth, which f >ib:uU' 
the destruction of the mouutnents and effigies of the de;ic1. 

So, the purification being quite comjJcte, and after ihc leguiuiate 
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Rector, Doctor Wareyn, in 1643, was ejected from his benefice, and for 
many years the living of Melford had been occupied by a succession of 
six Puritan ministers, when the Restoration at length came, and not 
only the king, but the sequestrated clergy enjoyed their own again, 
this church, in common with most others, had already assumed that 
* deplorable aspect of whitewash, high pews, hat-pegs, bricked-up win- 
dows, mouldiness, and general desecration, which continued increasing 
in degree, with the careless irreverence, not only of the clergy, but of 
society in general, through the last century down to our own times. 

With the educational change that has now come over social feeling, 
evinced by a growing appreciation of things beautiful, and an improved 
taste in art, there has arisen, as a natural consequence, a general desire 
for the restoration of churches, based on a double ground of admiration 
of the glories of architecture and of a higher sense of reverence and 
respect. So, here, as in most places, those of the present generation 
have Bought partially to restore, in a mode befitting the altered circum- 
stances of the times, this grand old parish church, in 'which, with a 
friendly tolerance most exemplary, all denominations in Melford now 
take a common pride. 

A share in this feeling, and a fond home-love for the old place, 
has led to this poor attempt to compile some records of Melford, in the 
hope that thus the history of its bygone times may be in a measure 
preserved, and that the long chain of historical interest and association 
which firmly binds Melford past to Melfora present, may connect both 
also with the future. 
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THE HISTORY OF LONG MELFORD. 



CHAPTER I. 

THAT Melford derived its name from tlie Mill ford there can be but 
little doubt. From a very remote date there existed a mill near the 
ford, where the main bridge now stands, being one of the water-mills 
mentioned in the survey of this parish in Domesday Book. 

Starting from the time of Edward the Ck)nfessor, it appears that 
Melford then formed part of the greatpossessions in Suffolk and Essex 
of Earl Alfiic, the son of Withgar. Hjs name is also called Wisgar in 
the Domesday Book of Suffolk, but in the Abbot's Chartnlary it is 
throughout spelt Widgar. This great thane, who was styled ''the 
famous Earl, had the custody for Queen Emma, the mother of the 
Ck)nfessor, of the franchise of the eight hundreds and a half, since 
known as the Liberty of St. Edmund. In the time of Leofstan, who 
was abbot of Bury from A.D. 1044 to 1065, Earl Alfric gave the 
manor of Melford to the Abbey of St. Edmund. The Ghartulary of 
''^ Abbot John de Norwold, made in the year 1287, and which is writtt n 
on parchment in the old monkish abbreviated Latin, recites the original 
grant of the time of Edward the Confessor, as follows : — 

Travslalvm. 

•* Earl Alfric, son of Widgar, pre :?onted Melford to St. Edmund, 
as stated in the Register [of the Abbey] S.P., folio 82, in these 
words : — * In the time of St. Edward, King and Ck)nfessor, and of 
Leofstan the abbot, Alfric, the son of Widgar, the famous Earl, gave 
Melford to St. Edmund, and gave a manor to this church and to 
St. Edmund, and to Leofstan the abbot; and he conveyed to 
them the induction to this church in perpetuity, and bound his son 
Withgar to the same, so that their charter then came into the hands 
of the monks.' 
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is HISTORY OF LONG MELFORD. 

" It was of itself a leta* before the time of the said Alfric, in 
the reigns of Etheldred, Canute, Harold, Hardicanute, and St. Ed- 
ward, longs of England, and it is part of the letes of the hundred of 
Babber,t as is before named in the Abbot's Register, in folio 2 and 
folio e e, in these words, viz. : — 

<< * Melford and Aketune [Acton] are seven ferdingas, and tenants 
de aul& of Melford are equal : they pay to the sheriff every year three 
shillings, and the reckoning of the service to the lord remains unal- 
tered. Acton formerly gave the services which they now reckon 
upon Melford, and six shillings : and there are in it [Melford] various 
tenants holding in chief of the said king ; to wit, the land of Badul- 
phus de Hodeboville, lands of Hanus and Hervey de Clerbec. A 
secta^ and two sectad are due to the same hundred ; viz., one from 
the laiid of Gilbert, son of Pa^nus, and the two others from the land 
of Aelmusjr? Anselm] Emoldhug.* 

" Of Hidagium§ and Warpeny the Jrecords appeared formerly in 
the Abbot's Register, intituled Cu. folio 2, folio E 2, and E 8; but 
whether through unfair means they were erased, or whether, from the 
age of the material, they became obliterated, cannot now be known. 
They give aid to the sheriff, and pay to the sheriff three shillings 
a year. 

y [The Abbey of] St. Edmund had this also in the time of 
'William the Conque ror, a nd had also here XII. carucates of land, and 
XVU. villeins, and XXX. bordarii, and IL socmen holding 80 acres 
of land." 

A little later on in this century than the date of Alfric's grant 
the Normans had landed, and there had been subsequently compiled 
that minute and curious survey of England, called the I)omesday Book, 
perhaps the most valuable ancient record of its kind possessed by any 
nation. According to the ^* Red Book '* of the Exchequer, the Domes- 
day Survey was commenced by order of William the Conqueror, with 
the ad\nco of his Parliament, in the year 1080, and completed in 10S(J. 
Stowe says that the title, Domesday Book, is a corruption of Donius 
Dei Book, it liaving received that name because it was deposited in 
the Kinuf's Treasury in part of the Church of Westminster called 
Domus Dei. The two original voliiin<»s of the Domesday Book are now 
under a thick glass case in the Reconl OQlce. The following transeript 
of the text relates to Melford ; and a rough translation of the abbre* 
viated Latin is appended. 

^ A leta, or township, was the twelfUi i>art of a liondred. 
t The present hundred of Bsbergh. 

X Suit or service st the court of the hundred, or at the coart of a nianor. 
§ Warpenj was payable for military service to the Castle of Norwich. Ilidagium 
was the i>ersoDal and carriage service of the soccsge vassals. (Millar.) 
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Domesday Book, a,d. 1086. 
*' Sudfolc. Baherh^aH. 

" Melaforda. t, r. e. ten. S. e. p. man. xn c. tre. Ex hac tra. ten. 
GtJt. XL ac. de Abbate. Sep. xxxvii vill. et tc. xxv bord. et m. x tc. vhe 
car, in ^dnio.ni. vi tc. xx car. hou. m. xui. Sep. xvi ser. et l ac. pti. 
Silv. LX Pore, et n Molin. m. ni r. Sep. xxx an. m. cco ovs. Sep. cxl 
pore. m. xn uasa et xl seq. sil. et m. et ii soc. de lxxx ac. tre. I. de 
Galtenis ten. i de xl ac. de abb. Sep. n c. sup. bos. ht. Scs. comd. et 
saa et see. et om. csuet necuq. pot. dare a. vend. tras. suas absq. pleno. 
csensu. abbis. Eda de n. car. tre. iiu vill. ix bord. sep. ii car. ecclisB. 
semp. n car. hou. tc. hoc. man. yal. xx lib. m. xxx ht in long, xviu qr. 
et I leug. in lat. et in Gelt, xx d. et obol. qcq. ibi. ten." 

Domesday Book, a.d. 1086. 

The following is a literal rough translation : — 

" Suffolk — Babergh Himdred. 

" In the time of King Edward [the Confessor] the [Abbey of] St. 
Edmund held Melford as a manor, there being 12 carucates of land.^ 
Of this land Ghialterus holds 40 acres from the Abbot. There have 
always been 40 Tilleins,t and at that time there were 35 bordarii;^ 
there are now 10. There were then 8 ploughs in the demesne ; there 
are now 6. There were then 20 ploughs belonging to the homaffers, 
of which there remain 13. There have always been 16 seifs,§ and 50 
acres of meadow land ; wood sufficient for depasturing 60 hogs, and 
2 water-mills. There are now 8 hackneys. Tnere have always been 
30 plough oxen. There are now 300 sheep. There have always been 
140 pigs. There are now 12 hives of bees, and now 40 husbandry 
horses ; and 2 socmen || holding 80 acres of land. The said Ghialterus 
holds here of the Abbot 40 acres of land. There were always 2 
ploughs oil this. The Saint [Abbey of St. IMmund] has over these 
protection, and sac and soc ^ and all accustomed rights. No one 
can give or sell their land without tho full consent of the Abbot. The 
Church [of Wellbrd] holds 2 carucates of land with 4 villeins and 

' * T!ia exU>nt of a carncata ia verj uncertain. Perhaps ilia 18 carucates may l>e 
reckoned as 1,440 acres. 

f Yillani were irremovable fitnn a manor, and of the lowest aenrila conditioiu 

X Bordarii were cottagers holding a small paixnl of land, and of a dass 8n|)erior to 
tha send and villmiL I'hej ware to supply to tlio lord a certain quantity of poultry 
•ad eggs, but tliey, with their lands, were the propei-ty of the lord. 

§ Servi, feudatory viiAsals, subject to the will of the lord. 

II Socmen, husbandry tenants holding of the manor, from whom military sernce wai? 
not required* 

^ Sac and Soc right of courts, and other rights. 
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4 HISTOBY OF LOKQ MELFOBD. 

9 bordarii. There were always 2 ploughs belonging to the Church, 
and always 2 ploughs belonging to the homagers of the Church. At 
that time this manor was worth £20 ; it is now worth £30.^ It is 
18 furlongs in length, and one leuga f in breadth, and its gelt X is 
20 pence and a halfpenny, whosoever may hold here." 

From this survey it appears that thie size of the manor, and the 
quantity of land held by the two socmen, or principal husbandry 
tenants, remained unaltered from the time of the grant by Earl 
Alfric; and allowing for the rude measurement of those days, the 
acreage nearly tallies with that of the survey of the 14th and 15th of 
Edward I. — a.J). 1287. A^ain the Domesday Book assigns roughly as 
the property of the Church of Melford two carucates, or about 240 
acres of land. The grant of Earl Alfric does not specify the amount 
of land with which he endowed this church, but the survey of 1287, 
though separating the descriptive lands into arable, meadow, pasture, 
and wood, makes the total amount 261^ acres, which, it also adds, 
were derived ^' from Alfric son of Wid^r, formerly the lord of the 
said barony." 

Authorities differ however so widely as to the contents of the 
carucate of land, that its conversion into acres of the present day 
must be but hypotheticaL According to one form of computation, the 
Abbot's Manor would have been about 1,440 acres, and the Manor of 
the Church 240 acres. But if the size of the manor is tried by the 
va^e measure of length and breadth given in Domesday, viz. 18 
furiongs by a mile and a half broad, the result would be 2,160 aored. 
From this uncertainty it is difficult to compare minutely the land 
measurements of that day ; but the 261^ acres recorded in the survey 
of A.D. 1287 (probably then but roughly measured) as the size of the 
Bectory Manor approaches verjr nearly the two carucates mentioned 
in Domesday, and comprised m the original gift to the Church of 
Melford. 

Thus, from the grant of Eail Alfric about tho year 1050, confirmed 
as it is by the suitcv of the Domesday Book, we start with a record of 
Melford more than 800 ^ears ago, and can now attach link after link 
to its long historic^il chain down to the present time. 

^ The poand^ in Doiuesdaj time, coaiaiiied three times Uie wei^t of rilver it now 
doei^ irreBpc30tive of Talue. 

t Lenga was nearly a mile and a hal£ 
X Gelt^ the Crown land-tax. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

gr. SATIOXTB's hospital, and the HAKOB of monks in IfELFOBD. 

IT is somewliat difficult to separate completely any part of the account^ * 
of Melford in early times from that of the Church, the details 
of both being often closely interwoven; and inseparable from the 
history of this Church is not only much that relates to its foster parent 
and patron, the groat Abbey, but also the record existing of the Hospital 
of St. Saviour, Bury ; for this religious foundation, besides affecting 
and altering the original endowment of Melford Church, for ever de- 
prived it of a large portion of its inheritance. It becomes, therefore, 
necessary to commence by explaining briefly the history of St. 
Saviour^s HospitaL And dthough the following Bull of Pope Euge- 
nius in., granting to the Abbey of Bury a tithe from Melford, does 
not imme£ately relate to the endowment of St. Saviour's, yet it is 
in a maimer connected with it, as well as with this place, with reference 
to the parent establishment. Its date is probably of 1146 or 11479 
as Pope Lucius 11., therein alluded to, was killed by an accident at the 
close of 1144, when Eugenius HE. succeeded him in the Papacy in 
1145 ; and Anselm, to whom the Bull is addressed, and who in addition 
to his office of Abbot of Bury was for some time Apostolic Legate in 
England, died in 1148. ^•<^*m-^.^) 

There is no date to this Bull, but, as already stated, it is clear that ^ . ^ 
it must have been given between the years 1145 and 1148.'t' In the / 9/^^\,j^y 
Abbey Chartulary of the Melford property and manor (a parchment ^ ^ 

book, of course written in Latin) the copy of this Bull is headed thus : 
** The Grant to Abbot Anselm, whereb}^ tlieic was a due payable to 
the Abbey from Melford of 20 shillings, and fix)m the land 
of Galous there 10 shilling, according to the Bull of Pope Eu- 
genius III.'* What the laoid of Galeus in Melford was at this 
date there is no cndonce to show. Could it have been the separate 
Manor of Kentwell afterwards held by de Valence ? Or was Galeus 
one of the first doscendants or successors of Frodo in the Manor of 
Kentwell ? There is no other mention of this Galeus, though he must 
have been a person of some consideration. The said Bull is quoted in 
the Register Pinchbeck, fol. 8, 6. 

This Bull of Pope Eugenius III., who was Pope from a.d. 1145 to 
1153 (and who was canonized), to Abbot Anselm, who was Abbot of 
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Bury from a.d. 1119 to 1148, translated from the Latin text, runs as 
follows : — 

" Eugenius the Bishop, servant of the servants of God, to his beloved 
son Anselm, Abbot of the Monastery of St. Edmund, these presents, 
for the security of the better provision for your successors for ever. 
We are instructed by the Divine precepts and taught by the Apostolic 
example, that with steadfast affection we are to watch over the state of 
the Churches. We therefore desire in the first place to support and 
uphold men of religious orders for the care of the Churches and of the 
servants of Gt)d, that thus through us Qod should be honoured, and 
the liberties of the Church be fully maintained. Wherefore, beloved son 
in Christ, Anselm the Abbot, we, knowing thy fidelity to God and thy 
signal obedienoe to the Apostolic Roman Church, have favourably 
received thy petition, and in accordance with the example of our 
predecessor Pone Lucius, of happy memory, who gave liberty to the 
monastery of tne blessed Edmund, the glorious Martyr and King, 
freely to enjoy all ^ifts it had acquired by royal grants ; we hereby 
decree that we said. place shall within its liberty be exempt from 
payment of all secular dues for ever, as was set foiih in the record of 
king William, and had been settled from his time. And fiirther by 
this our present writing, we confirm to the uses of the brethren of the 
Monastery those possessions which thou, beloved son in the Lord, 
Anselm the Afajbot^ hast by indenture assimed for this purpose ; viz. 
Harwich, paying 15 marcs in money; l^rwioh, 2 marcs; laxid in 
Becdes, 6 marcs and 8 shillings ; the town of St. Edmund, 10 marcs ; 
rSrabensam P], 10 marcs ; Tivetshall, 7 marcs and a half; a mill in 
Norfolk, 20 shillings; a mill at Sicklesmere, 2 marcs; Bushbrook, 
8 marcs ; three mifis in the town of St. Edmund, 8 marcs ; Woolpit, 
10 marcs ; Semer, 20 shillings ; HeuCTave, 10 shillings ; Cambridge, 
20 shillmgs; [Chellenorda Pj, 10 shillings; Brook, 20 shillings; 
Butham [PBougham], 20 shillings; Melford, 20 $1UUing$; and the 
land of Oaleus (there) 10 $h%tting$. 

^' Also whatever possessions thisMonastciy may lawfully daim to 
possess, whether in churches, tithes, lands, rents, mills, or any other 
imown rights or customs, we fully confirm to you and your successors, 
and sanction their retention for tho use of the said Monastery. We 
grant to your Church the consecration of chrism, the holy oil, 
consecration of altars, ordination of your monks, and clergy 
admitted to holy orders, and other ancient episcopal privileges per- 
taining to your Church, from whatever Catholic Bishop thev may in 
past times have been received. By the authority of our Apostolic 
throne, we decree that you shall be permitted freely to appeal to ns 
in matters relating to your Church ; and that it shall be unlawfid for 
any person to disturb or to threaten the said Monastery, or to take 
from it any of its possessions or belongings, or to withhold from it or 



AND THE MANOE OP MONKS IN MELPOBD, 7 

diminish any of the offerings due to it, or to disquiet it by any vexation. 
All that now appertains thereto, or which may accrue to it by future 
grants or gifts^ shall remain to it for its use, support, and supply ; 
always saving the authority of the Apostolic See. If any person shall 
dare to violate any of these our grants, he shall incur the anger of the 
Holy Spirit, and. shall lie under the ban of the Apostolic See. 

" We commend you to the Omnipotence of Qt)d, and to the pro- 
tection of his blessed Apostles Peter and Paul. Amen."* 

In or about the year 1184, Sampson, tenth Abbot of Bury, com- 
menced to build there, near to the Abbey, beyond the North Gate of 
Bury, the Hospital of St. Saviour's, at first called Babwell, the founda- 
tion of which was intended to consist of a warden, 12 chaplains, 
6 clerks, 12 poor men, and 12 poor women. For the endowment of 
this hospital, which was finally settled in the reign of King John, 
A.B. 1200, Abbot Sampson gave to it a charter, which received the 
royal sanction of King John, and was approved by a Bull of Pope 
Gelestine IH., and by the confirmations of John, Bishop of Norwicn, 
and of Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury, whereby certain places were 
to contribute stated revenues, tithes, and produce ; and among them 
was Melfordf which was ordered to have alienated fix>m its church 
propertv two-thirds of all appertaining thereto, to the use of St. 
Saviour 8. This became in various ways a matter of considerable 
moment in the future history of Melford, besides creating therein 
another ruling power. The Abbot had his manor and held his courts. 
The Rector dia the same. There was also another manor here, 
apparently that of Kentwell, which manor we find a little later held 
by Sir Wuliam de Valence firom the king by a knight's service, for 488 
acres of land, a windmill, and a firee warren. Isovr there was added 
the Warden, or, as afterwards slyled, the Master of the Hospital of St. 
Saviour, who had also here his manor and held his courts, and which 
manor remains to the ])i-esent day, as the Ifaaor *^f the Monks in 
Melford. 

Before entering upon the detail of the property which then, and 
subsequently accnied to the Hospital of St. Saviour, it is necessary to 
give here translations of the original grants and confirmations of 
the endowments of this charity. The originals were recorded in a folio 
re^stcr book of vellum, enclosed in a wooden cover, \rith black calf- 
skin, stated in the leaf in the beginning of it to be *' Album Begistrum, 
sivc vetus Reristrum,*' formerly belonging to tho Abbey of Bury, 
and which booK, in 1C90, came into the possession of Sir Robert Bacon, 
of Redgrave, Suffolk. It is WTitten in old abbreviated monkish Latin. 

* In the Harleian MSS. there is a coriooB picture of an arcbLLshop reading a Papal 
Bull to an assembly in the year 1319. 
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The following description of St. Saviour's may appropriately form 
the heading to these grants, although taken from a rather less ancient 
MS. ; viz. from *^ FoHo 51 e cart& Edwardi primi, de divisione bonorum 
Abbatis et Conyentus/* 1272—1307. 

Rough Translation. 

'* The Hospital of St. Saviour, which is situated below the four 
crosses of the town of St. Edmund, beyond the North Gktte, with all 
its goods and possessions, spiritual and temporal, is acknowledged to 
be assigned for the maintenance of certain chaplains, brethren and 
sisters, and of other poor people of the same place, in God's service. 

** A monk of the Abbey, appointed by a iull chapter, is to have the 
charge of this hospital, in so fSsir as he has hitherto biden accustomed to 
have it. 

'^ Neither the said monk in charge, nor any other secular or eccle- 
siastical person, shall receive or admit into the said Hospital any 
brother or sister without the approbation of the Lord Abbot; no 
question of money payment, however, hindering the reception or 
admission of any person. 

** Also there shall be assigned a sum to be received from the town 
of St. Edmund, and from other places, of fourteen shillings a year, for 
the repair of the necessary utensils for food and other purposes of the 
refectojT'. 

^ ** There shall also remain to the brethren of this Hospital and to 
their successors the fiiU and peaceable enjoyment of all properties and 
appurtenances, besides the iJ)ove, whether apportioned by royal 
kcense, and belonging to the convent [monastery] or afterwards by 
their consent to be acquired, without dami thereto or obstacle on the 
part of the said Lord Abbot or his successors." 

This Hospital, dedicated to St. Saviour, was one of the 540 
eleemoqrziary foundations in Enelan^ in the Middle Ages. It appears 
by the terms of Abbot Sampsoir s charter to have been only intended 
for the indigent and infirm of Bury, and for pilgrims and poor way- 
farers ; but not for le])rou8 persons, for wliose relief, so oonmum was 
leprosy in those days, no less than 117 out of the 540 hospitalSy were 
founded. And it is noticeable that if the number of hospitals set apart 
for leprosy may be taken as a proof of the prevalenee of this loathsome 
disease in each of tbo various counties of England, Suffolk had the 
unenviable rank of being the fourth highest in order ; for only Devon- 
shire, K^it, and Norfolk bad a greater number of leper hospitals. 

The next document relating to St. Savour's is Abbot Sampson's 
foundation charter, though, as will be seen, it is probable that this was 
not the original grant, but that Abbot Sampson had given to St. 
Saviour's a previous endowment^eed, which was subsequentiy amplified 
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by this one of the first year of King John. In the Nigrum Registrum, 
folio 73, there is mention of a Bull addressed to Abbot Sampson by 
Pope Urban III., dated from Verona, 4th Januaij, 1186, taking under 
his protection the newly-erected Hospital of St. Saviour, and ratifying 
to its use Abbot Sampson's grant of the tithes of land newly converted 
into tillage in Redgrave and Rickinghall. This Bull evidently points 
to an early charter of Sampson. The other confirmatory bulls and 
grants are of prior date to King John's ratification-deed of a.d. 1200. 

Rough Translation of the Charter of Abbot Sampson of the foundation 
of the Hospital of St. Saviour. 

*' About A.D. 1199 to 1200.— To all sons of Holy Mother Church to 
whom this present writing shall come, Sampson, D.G. Abbot of St. 
Edmund, and the whole convent of the same place, send eternal 
greeting in the Lord. 

'* Kjiow bH of you that we, with unanimous consent, and of our 
free will, for the welfare of our soverei^ lord John, the illustrious 
King of England, and for the redemption of the souls of his pre- 
decessors, kmgs of England, have granted and given in pure and per- 
petual charily to the Holy Father, and to St Saviour's, that ^ound 
on which the Hospital named St. Saviour's is situated, with its ap- 
purtenances, on the north side of the town of Bury, for the support 
of the poor in Christ and the relief of the necessities of the feeble and 
indigent of this palace, or coming thereto. We further give and grant 
to the said Hospital of St. Saviour for the maintenance of the poor 
folk £12 in money from our town of Icklingham, to be annually 
received throuc^h our sacristan. — ^Also, two prions [thirds] of our 
Church of Meljord^ with all appertaining to the two said portions. 
Further we give and grant to the same, two-thirds of the demesne 
tithes of Wirfingworth, Saham, Tyleneye, Elmeswell, Elveden, Herrings- 
well, Newton, Cokoieide, and in the same town of Cokefelde 8 acres 

wheat 

ours, 

, Tiversall, 

Gulford, Ilomingslu 1 vl, and Chelsworth. We also grant to them all 
tithes of the newly-stubbed-up woodlands in our towns of Redgrave 
and Bickinghall, and a tliin} of the acquired tithe over meadows in 
Tylney» and of the houses and meadows in Thetford, with appurtenances, 
excepting the annual senice of the monks tbeie of 28., and 12d. of 
the canons. And tliat this our gifl may be for ever valid and lasting, 
we have set forth this deed, and have thereunto afSxed our seal. 

" These being witnesses :— 

'•Hkkebkrt, the Prior of St. Edmund's. 
HERMEas, the Sub-Prior. 
\\' ALTER, the Sacrist. 

c 
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GrOOELiNUS, the Cellarist. 
Robert, the Camerarius. 
GosoBUNUS, the Almoner. 

(He was Joceline de Brakelond, the Chronicler.) 
BiOHARD, the Chaplain. 
William de Gbetikghak, the Steward. 
BiOHABD, the Constable. 
Master Stephen. 
Master Roger. 
Master Heryeus. 
Master Alexander. 
"And others." ' 

(Gage says that Sir Richard Ickworth was a witness to the foiin* 
dation charter of the 1st year of King John.) 

Between these two first witnesses, there was a short time before 
this dat«, a great contest for the office of Prior ; the monks being 
divided into two parties, intriguing for the appointment of their 
respective fSEkvourites, while the Abbot favourea a third candidate. 
Herebert was very young, and had been only four years a cloistered 
monk ; while Hermeus was a man of mature age and learning, had 
been fourteen years a monk, and some time Sub-Fnor ; he was, however, 
somewhat ill-tempered and hasty, and not popular. Herebert is thus 
described (of course in Latin) bv Jocelin de Brakelond, the Almoner, 
who also attests this deed : — ^'^ A man of fair stature and personable 
appearance, handsome and amiable-lookine in face, always cheerful 
and smiling from mom to ni^ht, and kind to all; facetious in 
speech, with a sweet voice in singing, and an easy reader ; young, 
strong, and healthy in bod^, and always ready for the work of the 
Church ; able always to suit himself to time and place, as well as to 
every class of person ; liberal and sociable, not stingy or avaricious ; 
sober, and speaking French well, being a Norman by birth* But on 
the other hand a innn of shallow intelli<^enccs of whom it certainly 
could not be said tliat much learning had made Iuth mad 1 '* 

HerebeH was liowever elected Prior, and llormeus remained as 
before, Sub-Prior. 

Sampson de Botington was Abbot of Bury from the year 1182 to 
1211. The Abbot's n«ime is here spelt as commonly received, and as 
recorded by Battily and othei* subsequent writers : but John de 
Taxster calls him ** de Tottigtune." He was 47 years of age when he 
became Abbot, and had been seventeen years a monk. He is so greatiy 
connected with Melford, that his personal appearance .and character, as 
recorded in the Latin Chronicle of Jocelin de Brakelond, are interesting 
to us. " Abbot Sampson was a man of middle height, very bald ; with a 
prominent aquiline nose, full lips, bright piercing eyes, arched eyebrows 
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and bushy, but constantly shorn or clipped, and very quick of hearing. 
His voice became hoarse from the slightest cold. He had a few grey 
liairs in his red beard, and among the small amount of hair on his 
head, which was dark and inclined to curl ; but within fourteen years 
afler his election to the abbacy his hair and beard became quite white 
as snow. He was a most temperate man; active and never idle; riding 
and walking much ; and thus counteracting the effects of age. When 
he heard of the fall of Jerusalem (Friday, 2nd October, 1187^, he took 
to wearing hair-doth on the lower part of his body, and also hair-cloth 
instead of linen, and he abstained from all meat. He preferred 
sweetened milk and honey, and sweet things, to other food. Liars, 
drunkards, flatterers, and coarse speakers he held in abhorrence. He 
was an eloquent man, conversant both with French and Latin ; more 
an acute reasoner thsji an ornate speaker; a good English scholar, and 
he used to preach in English to the people, but witik somewhat of a 
Norfolk dialect, the county wherein he was bom and bred." 

This descriptive photograph of an Abbot of Bury, still dear and 
life*like though taken 700 years ago, not only portrays to us the man 
in his outward semblance, but also makes us acquainted in some measure 
with his personal character. The reader of Jocdin de Brakelond's 
Chronicle who becomes more intimate with this great and good Abbot, 
will better understand the struggles and mornfications which soon 
tamed white the hair of the vigorous, bright-eyed, energetic ruler of 
the Abbey of St. Edmund. The flickering light whidi is thrown by 
the monk's record upon this picture of the far past, brings out also a 
carious backsround of the great Abbey, and its condition before, and 
for a while after Sampson became its AbboL Under his predecessor, 
old Abbot Hugh, who had become infirm, purblind, and indolent from 

ri the affairs and disdpline of the monastery had lapsed into an 
ost hopdess state. The conventual buildings were becoming rapidly 
ruinous, and their thatch and other coverings wero no longer even 
weathertight, and through gross corruption and mismanagement there 
were no ai^ablo moans for their repair. Tlie revenues were 
always pledged or forestalled, and recourse was had to incessant 
borrowing from the Jews for every trifle of ready money, even the vest- 
ments and sacred vessels being pawned. Thus, when William the 
Sacristan was called u])on to make an absolutely necessary repair to 
save a building of the Abl:)ey from impending ruin, there bemg no 
money in the coffers, he borrowed from Benedict the Jew (son of 
Deodate),^ 40 marcs (£26. los. 4d.). This debt at compound interest 
soon ran up to £100 ; and Abbot Hugh also ovnn<^ him a private debt 
of another £100, then gave the Jew a bond for £400, payable in four 

* In 1171, this same Benedict was fined jC40 for taking certain sacred TesimeDto 
in pawn. 

c 2 
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years. At the end of that time the Abbey being yet more bankrupt, 
the Jew pressing for payment, obtained a bond for £880, till at last his 
modest claim amounted to £1,200. 

When Sampson became Abbot he was driven to his wits* end how 
to redeem the Monastery from the chaotic state into which it had been 
reduced by unthrift, mismanagement, and every sort of abuse. For 
the first four years of his abbacy, the new Abbot could never stir 
abroad without being pounced upon both by Jew and Christian usurers, 
clamouring for their unsettled bonds; but with inflexible will, iron 
energy, continued vigilance, and rigorous method, Sampson at last 
created a new life in the Abbey, and among many other ola abuses, the 
great incubus of debt at last rolled away. 

Jocelin de Brakelond's Chronicle terminates very suddenly, and 
gives us no account of the final ending of the career of the great self- 
sacrificing Abbot ; but we know from other sources, that his life of 
unceasing labour came to a dose at tmlig/U on the 3rd January, 
A.D. 1211. 

The preceding charter of Abbot Sampson is recorded also in the 
same words in *' Ni^ Be^tro de Vestiario,*' folio 14, which in 1690 
was in the possession of Mr. Gradock, of Riokinghall, Sufiblk, but is 
now in the public library in Cambridge. 

Also, in the same words in the Register of Walter Pinchbeck (or 
Pyncebec), foUo 221, in the same person's possesaion as above in 1690, 
but now ukewise at Cambridge. 

This charter bears no date upon it, but being dedicatory to King 
John, and that king's ratification of it being dated 15th March, 1200, 
it is dear that this Endowment Charter of Abbot Sampson was dated 
between 6th April, 1109 (the date of the death of Bichard I.), and the 
15th March, 1200. Now, as the building of St. Saviour's Hospital 
commenced in 1184, and the confirmatory Bull of Pope Urban m. 
bemg dated 4th January, 1186; the confinnation of John, Bishop of 
Norwich, 1190; and th<> Bull of Pope Gelestine IIL, 6th May, 
1192, it appears probaMo that this Endowment Charter of Abbot 
Sampson was an amplification of a former one, given at the time of the 
original grant to tlie Ilosintal, and which was perha])s cancelled by this 
latter one. 

Here follows the confirmation of the original endowment, by the 
Diocesan of Melford, John, Bishop of Norwich, a prelate of considerable 
distinction. He was John of Oxford, formerly Dean of Salisbury, and 
chaplain to King Henry II. Weever, in his book of Ancient Monu- 
ments, describes him thus: — ''A man, who in the soliditie of good 
doctrine, in the matnritie of judgemente, and in alle the graces of 
rhctoricall spoeclie, did wondrouslie aboundo.*' He was employed at 
divers times in embassies to Rome, France, and Sicily ; and he wrote 
a History of the Kings of Britain, and a treatise of liis journey into 
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Sicily, with other literary works. He took the cross and became a 
Crusader Slst January, 1188 ; but he opposed and prevented Abbot 
Sampson's doing the same on the ground that the counties of Norfolk 
and SujSblk woidd not be left in safety, if they were both absent abroad 
at the same time. Bishop John greatly repaired Norwich Cathedral 
in 1197. 

Translation of the Confirmation of John,. Bishop of Norwich, of the 
Endowment of the Hospital of St. Saviour's, Bury, a.d. 1190. 

**To all sons of Holy Mother Church, John, D. G. Bishop of. 
Norwich, sends greeting in the Lord. We will that all should ^ow 
that we, in piely and for the service of Grod, on the petition and repre- 
sentation of the venerable brother in Christ Sampson, D. G. Abbot of 
St. Edmund, do grant that the poor and inmm of the Hospital 
without the town of St. Edmund's, which the said Sampson has 
established there, shall receive for their use in perpetuity twO'thirds of 
the Church {jpoBsessions] in Melford, except and reserved all honours, 
reverence, and dignity due to the Church of Norwich ; and one-third 
portion of the said Church [jH)Sse8eion8] of Melford shaU be reserved for 
the support of a vicar, who shall minister in the same ; and further, 
that whoever shall be instituted to the said third portion shall be respon* 
sible for all the episcopal burdens, whether synodals or others, and 
whether for the brethren's portions or for his own, and reserving to 
US and to our successors for ever all pontifical and parochial rights. 
^' These being witnesses : — 
'* The Abchdsaoon. 

Master Bobbbt, of Gloucester. 

Umfbedus, the Chaplain. 

Master Robert he Ttwa. 

Alan de Gret. 
•* Given at Gvpuwie [Ipswich] by the hand of ^faster de Verham, 
in the fifth [ ? 15th J year of our pontificate.** 

In the Latin text of this date there is evidently a word omitted, 
or a clerical error inadr; for the vear named stands as "quinto" 
instead of " decimo quinto," The nfth year of tho pontificate of John 
of Norwich would have been a.d. 1180, which was before Sampson 
became Abbot, and bofore St. Saviour's Hospit:d was built. The 
fifteenth year of John of Norwich would have been 1190, which is 
probably the correct date. 

In the Bishop's liegistry at Norwich, the book called the Norwich 
Domesday Book, which commences about the year 1400 or soon after, 
contains a survey of all the parishes whoso temporalities and spiritual- 
ities belonged to that see, in which Melford was then comprised. 
This book has an ali)liabctical index prefixed of ** Nomina Villarum." 
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Rough Tbanslation of the Confirmation of the Endowment of St. 
Saviour's Hospital, by Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury.* 

" Hubert, D. G. Archbishop of Canterbury and Primate of all 
England, to aU the fSEuthful in Christ to whom this present writing shall 
come, greeting in the Lord. We desire to make known to all of you, 
that whereas we are bound to provide for the well-being and securily 
of poor and religious men : now by the authority vested in us for the 
discharge and administration of like duties, we grant in perpetuity and 
confirm to the Hospital of St. Saviour, without the Korth Gate of 
St. Edmund's, two-thirda of the Church {jpoBsessians] of Mdford, in 
like manner as John of pious memory, laie Bishop of Norwich, had 
reasonably granted to the said Hospital, and having perused its charter, 
we confirm the same ; and that this our confirmation should be valid 
and binding, we have set our seal in witness thereof to this present 
writing.** 

There is no date to this, but it is probably of the latter half of the 
year 1200, as fix>m the above text it appears that John, Bishop of 
Norwich, was then dead ; and he died on we 2nd June, 1200. 

Bough Translation of the Bull of Pope Gaalestine ILL f 

''A.D. 1192. — Caolestine the Bishop, aervant of the servants of 
God, to his beloved sons the present Master and the Brethren of the 
Hospital of St. Saviour of St. Edmund*8» and their successors for 
ever. Deeming it well that their request should be freely complied 
with, and that the sincerity of their devotion therein shoidd dulv wine 
forth, and that the work should unfiBulingly acquire due weignt and 
power : for all these reasons we lovingly and tenderly attend to the 
petition of our beloved sons in the Lorcl, and in so fSEu* as the support 
of the sick and poor of the said Hospital of St. Saviour may be assignedt 
we by the Divine ofllco transfer the same to you. We take you under 
the protection of the Blessed Peter and of ourselves, and confirm the 
same by these presents, decreeing further, that whatever possessions 
or gooGS this llospitid justly and canonicaUy now possesses, or by 
futiue pontifical grant, kingly munificence, or ofieiings of pious 



* Hubert Walter, Archbishop of Cknterbuiy, wan the predeooMor of Cardinal 
LangtOD in that see. Ho crowceid King John, and waH long his adviaer, though tlio 
king rejoioed at tho death of his wise eonnaallor, vhich occurred in July, 1205, when 
John MBed upon his poesesnions for Us own nae^ although they had bean ocherwiso 
bequeathed bj the prelate's will Hia anna were az. and arg., a croea or. ; in fint and 
fourth quarterly five mullets of the first, in aaltire ; in the second and third, an eagle 
displayed sablc-^Magna Cbarta.) 

t Celestine 1IL was Cardinal Hyactnthus Buba Hia arms were— argent, a crura 
asure ; in the second and third quarters, a atar of eight points of the second, all tnrmounted 
by a bend gules. 
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princes, or in any other mode by (rod's help may in the future acquire, 
shall remain full and unimpaired to you and your successors for ever. 
" Given and conveyed by the hand of Egidius, Deacon, in Arce 
Tulliana of St. Nicholas, the 6th of May, Anno Domini 1192, and in 
the second year of our pontificate." 

In this Bull of Pope Caalestine III. there is no mention of 
the details of the endowment, or of the grant of Melford Church 
lands and tithes ; but all these seem to be included in the general 
terms of '' quascunque possessiones, &o." This Caalestine III. was 
Pope firom a.d. 1191 to 1198. 

There are three charters of King John relatmg to the Hospital 
of St. Saviour, Biiry. They bear the dates of 15th and 16th March, 
1200, and were all attested by the same great persons as witnesses. 
The first relates onlv to Mildenhall, and refers back to the charter of 
Richard I. relative thereto. The second also is concerning AGldenhall. 
The third, which has reference to Mdford^ is here given at length ; 
the numbers in the heading are the references to the old rolls of the 
Records formerly in the Tower of London. This charter contains 
some added woros, wluch are in none of the other grants or deeds of 
this charity, as well as some omissions, and which, therefore, may have 
been the error of a careless scribe, otherwise they would have greatly 
altered the alienation of tithes as regards Melford; and in later days 
they did evidently lead to some misunderstanding on this subject. 

Tbakslation of the Third Charter of the first year of King John, 
concerning the Hospital of St. Saviour : Nos. 121, 115, and 174 
(in the RoUs, formerly in the Tower of London). 

^^ A.D. 1200. John, D.G., &c. — Enow that we have granted and by 
this our charter do confirm the following giils which ^bot Sampson 
and the Convent of St. Edmund gave to God the Father and to 
St. Saviour in piuc charity for ever, for our good estate and for the 
redemption of the souls of our predecessors the kings of England, and 
for their own souls: viz., that land on which the Hospital called 
St. Saviour's is situated, on the north side without the town of 
St. Edmund's, witli its appurtenances, for the maintenance of the poor 
in Christ, and of sick persons, and for the necessities of the indigent 
coming to the snid place. We further grant to the said Hospital of 
St Saviour for tlie support of the poor £12 in money of their town of 
Iddingham, besides two-thirds of their Ohureh [property] of Melford^ 
with (3l appertainiug to tlie said ttoo portions y and a third part of the 
demesne titlies of Wirlingwood, and of Saham and Pakenham, and of 
Jldford. Tithes also of the land formerly woods, newly stubbed up 
for tillage, in the towns of BedCTave and Rickinghall, ana eight acres 
in the town of Cockfield annually (of produce) : namely, two of com. 
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two of light white wheat (called * Siligo '), two of barley, and two of 
oats, and a third part of their demesne tithes in the town of Ormingesden, 
as set forth in the charter of the said Abbot and Convent. 
" Witnesses hereto : — 

** William Maebso (Mareschal or Marshall), Earl of Pem- 
broke. 
[This was the fambus earl who died in 1219. He was one of 
the executors of King John's will.] 
" William, Earl of Salisbury. 
[This was the great William Longesp6e, son of King Henryll 
hjFair Bosamond. He was a Crusader in 1219, and died 1226.] 
" EoGEB LB BiQOD, Earl of Norfolk. 
[He was one of the twen^-fire securities for the performance 
of Magna Charta. He died 1220-1221. His son Hugh, who 
succeeded hun, married Maud^ eldest daughter of the above Earl 
of Pembroke.] 

*' BoBSBT, son of the above Boeer le Bigod. 
[^Queiy: was he a natural son; for Boger le Bigod had no 
legitimate son of the name of Bobert P] 
<< WniLiAM DB Stutbvillb. 
[He had a memorable dispute with another great Baron, William 
de Mowbrajf concerning the Baronj of Fronteboeuf, which was 
claimed by both. Mowbray gave King John 1,000 marks 
(£666. ISs. 4d.) to determine the case, when the barony was 
awarded to Mowbray, Stuteville receiving nine knights' fees, 
and £12 yearly rent, and the claimants were reconciled on 
Septuagesima l^day, 21st January, 1201. A knight's fee was 
estimated at 12 plough lands, or carucates, and valued at £20 
a year.] 

[There is also further mention of this William de Stuteville in 
1202, by Joccliu de Brakelond, who relates tliat on St. Ajmes's day, 
the kmg's messen^j^cr came to Abbot Sami)sou, bringing a Papal brief, 
directing that tho Bishop of Ely and the Abbot of St Edmund should 
examine Geoffry, son of Peter, and William do Stuteville, and certain 
other English nobles, who had taken tho cross, for whom the kine 
sought absolution from their vow, alleging tlicir bodily infirmity ana 
that their counsel was of importance to the safety of the kingdom.] 

" ROBKBT PE TuBNJIAlf. 

" lIiGo DE Neville. 
[He was one of the advisers of tho Crown who is named in 
Magna Charta, and he was a witness thereto. He was probably 
the Hueh de NeviU who in the 8th of Henry IIL was made 
princip^ warden of the king's forests in England, and was 
ancestor of the Barons NeviU of Essex.] 
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** G&ran by the lauad of S. Wt^W, Aw)h^^<sN^ \^t VT^^i^V *Vi^ 
John de Gimy, Aixi3«uxm [of ClowJAih!]> At 5^U^«>nh> tW \iSi^ tSf 
liardi, in die first j^ir of our reigii.^^^ 

This document must hav« been dated in ^ ^1^ I d<>(H ^^ t)(t^t\ A^ t . 
did not die tin 6th AprU, 1199. Sih^^tou ii n)^uma% i\\^ |v)a^ v^f 
that name near Towoester, and one of th<dM thr^ n^haHt^ NVilii ^\ifiyiM 
on the following day, 16th Marchi at NorUiami)(;Oii« 

There is a copy of these chartem in Ui^ UMli^t^f ^t WilHt^li* 
Pyncebec, folio 222 ; and also in the Dlaok H^M^t^t' iTi^ Vi^ftMm iti| A^)itl 
14. There was also a further confirmatioti iu 112:11) by H(i^t^tmH« Attih. 
bishop of Canterbury, but on what ffroundi do^i not ntipi^Af ^ 

On comparing this charter of Ring John with Abbot MAttifinMttS 
endowment charter, thera are manv disorepandes abnefvubt^ t (^jWnf dn 
the end the scribe has endeavoured to curtail the tejit to fihdt*(i«H fb^ 
deed, and has transcribed it hastily, and in 10 ddititf ban mmh n mh\- 
plete jumble of the original. For instanc#i afk#r fb^ mmihm nf IbM 
two-thirds of the Church of Melford, bo namm m^-iUM iff i\m i\i\mn 
of Wirlmgworth, which he caUi Wirlingwoodi and (ff Mab^tni hf ^ttll^b 
places the original grant had apportioned iw^if6il i w)ib M* eH/b«^ 
places, which he omita altoffetMf} and ho fiiknwn mi^4Mf4 nf Ih^ 
deme$me tUhe cflldfard, which Abbot B$mff§m nmw f(iif§ n^i^U MMl 
he again omiU fire other placea wbidi war* to gh^o Mm4^6f mt4 hff 

a place, "^ OrmiiimdeD^'' wfaidi k fHA nmmA in ilMr M^f^ 

iMnoy conpieuiy coDiiMiiig w# mmo of ^mw I9$mp9tmm 

SCH^ JS V € f MMimi y me WOr» OT a €Vfiffei9 ^ ffOKffmn mfrtrm. 






Ahhij ln& tamm iatotfca hm§§ ^ iU^ ^^^^^i ^ * Mk^A^ 



I mxusiir ^rrrfi^ /^^/ ^ 

&L Saraonr ami tin* -Oieoi Tkm ^ ^ ^fan r^^UM) f4 Wflt&^f IMi^^t' 
B»f«^, aa Ui rlie ^t'uiifitt. awi afipisrtinmni'tit^ t>v 4^ii^ dl^ MHMtV Ini^^ 

gftiiii,mi£rm wiudi iien: anaa^ a^ mie. ]!r; ^nrv^^n^ mati^ ^ l^fkf :?i 
HjMiiini (fidmir fi>rm rmrCdf tfeninj|inat ;{r^if tAf^<4lW^ H^ iW 
JfiSn^ hnd iiai been :pT%»a 1^ (»w iuliana, triUv 4t* it\0thm9 ^ mM^. 
BdfaB^ti»ab<m> <t;m% n^ tiie dntmk r)f M^#if^i, <^v>!e MifMffj^y ri^ 

ami cemwnJr Tirtrtiimt; ($hi1#^«f if mfirtif^, ;#n* ibUafM; i<1t/^ 



1^ 
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the results of the suit must be first shown, yet the agreement which 
afterwards follows between the Abbot of Bury for tiie Hospital of 
St. Saviour, and Master Hervey, the Vicar of Melford, better explains 
the issue. 

The first suit relates to the claim of Adelina, the elder daughter. 
It is headed thus : — 

*' Inter Recorda Regis receptas Scaccarii sui, sub custodia Dominorum 
Commissionariorum per Thesaurios et Camerarios ibidem remanentes: 
viz. inter pedes finium tempore Regis Johannis inter alia sic continetur 
ut sequitur. 

'* Ligula' prima finium Regis Johannis. Comitatu Sufiblcias 
numero 10.'* 

Translation. — '* Among the Records in the Eang*s Exchequer, in the 
keeping of the Lords Commissioners, &c., in the Fines Roll, in the 
reign of King John, &c. 

" County of Suffolk. No. 10. 

'< This is the final agreement made in the King's Court of West- 
minster, within one month after Easter, in the first year of Ean^ John's 
reig^, before Gilbert son of Peter, Richard de Herry, Simon de 
Patishul, Osbert son of Hervey, John de Gestling, Hugo de Boby, 
Henry de Wichington, Eustace de FauconbeiiB^,* judges, and other 
li^es of the king there present; between WaUer, the lister of the 
Hospital of St. Saviour Deyond the South QtBief of the Abbey of 
St. Edmund Bury, and Master Hervey^t of the Abbqr of St. Edmund, 
appellants ; and Adelina, daughter of Richard \de J7aiian2§], holding 
half a carucate of land [she hdd about 56 acres] with appurtenances, 
in Granmoor, of which the matter at issue between them was whether 
it was the lay feofi* of the aforesaid Adelina, which she claimed to hold 
of the Abbot of St. Edmund, or whether it was of free bounty, as 
belonging to the Church of Melford : now wlicreas the said Adelina 
admitted the whole of the said land to bo held, with its appur- 
tenances, of the free bounty of the said Church ; in return for this 
recognition and determination, and with the consent of the aforesaid 
Walter, Master of the Hospital, and of blaster Hervey, Sampson, 
Abbot of St. Edmund, patron of the said Church of Melford, being 
present and consenting thereto, they granted to the said Adelina and 
the heirs of her body all the said land, with its appurtenances, to be 
held by her and her heirs fix)m the said Church, free of service, by 

* EotUce de Fauoonbei^ became the firat Cliancellor of the Exchequer, aboat 1221. 
t This is eTidently a clerical error for ** North Oate.'* 

X Master Henej, who was now vicar of the chorcli of j^lelford, hiad been one of the 
witnesses of Abbot Sampson's grant of land from Melford Church to St. BaTionr's Hospital. 
§ He was the husband of Juliana de Bonard, Adelinu's mother. 
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payment of forty pence a year, to be paid to the said Church at four 
terms : viz., at the feast of St. Michael, ten pence ; at Christmas, ten 

Sence ; at Easter, ten pence ; and at the feast of the Nativity of St. 
ohn the Baptist, ten pence ; in lieu of all service, except extraneous 
service, and except the services of these persons : viz., Fulco le 
Newman; Mabel, daughter of Bobert; and William Boniface, with 
their holdings and their tenants ; and except as regards 22 acres 
and a half, of which five acres and a rood are in the capital messuage 
of Cranmoor, and in Stoneyland, both arable and pasture, and lying 
along the bank of the river from Glemsford-bridge to the messuage ; 
and fifteen acres and three roods, and also an acre, and a half acre 
are in Tumane field. And if it should happen that the said Adelina 
should die without heirs of her body, then the whole of the afore- 
said hereditament shall 'revert to the said Church without let or 
default." 

This deed was examined by John Lowe and Peter Leneve, Yice- 
Ghancellors of the Exchequer, the 9th of February, 1693, and was 
endorsed thus : — " A copy of landes in Cranmere, belonging to the 
Church of Melford, Suffolk.*' Peter Leneve. 

This deed is also recorded in the Abbey Black Register de 
Vestiario, page 188. 

The next following agreement to the above is between Juliana, 
wife of Walter de Bolonia, daughter of Juliana de Bonard, and 
younger sister of the aforesaid Adelina, and the Hospital of St. 
Saviour, and the Vicar of Melford. It is in identical terms with the 
foregoing one, except in the change of names from Adelina to Walter, 
and Juliana his wife, and as reserving to the Church of Melford a 
yearly rent of 82 pence, by four payments of IS pence each, &c., 
and except the services of these persons, Anketill, Mabilla, Robert 
Curez, Oubert Winefer, and Agnes his wife, and excepting 22 acres 
and a half lying next to the land called Kin^^stons on the north. 
And if it should liap])c*n that the said Juliana should die without 
heirs of her bodv, tlu n the said Walter was to liold for his life the 
lands which she licld ; and after the death of the said Walter, it was 
all to revert to the aibresaid Church. 

Then follows th(» ajrreement before alluded to between the Abbot 
and Convent of Bury, for St. Saviour's Hospital, on the one part, 
and Master Walter Uervey, Vicar of the Church of Melford, on the 
other part. 

Trakslation of this Agreement of apportionment between St, Saviour's 
Hospital and Melford Cnurch, a.d. about 1200. 

"Agreement entered into between the Abbot and Convent on the 
one part, and Master Walter Hervey, of St. Edmund's, Vicar of the 

D 2 
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Church of Melford, on the other part, before A. B. C, upon the 
question between them as to certain lands which had belonged to 
tfuliana de Bonard, in the town of Melford : viz., that the said Abbot 
and Convent shall have for the endowment of the Hospital of St. 
Saviour the messuage with the adjoining wood, and all the arable 
demesne land which had belonged to the W3resaid Juliana on the day 
she died. But the remainder, whether of free tenants or of servi, with 
such holdings as they had in fee from Juliana at the day of her death, 
with whatever meadow there was lying beside the river bank between 
Glemsford and Cranmoor, that had belonged to the said Juliana, they 
give for the endowment of the above-mentioned Vicar. Nevertheless, 
it is a^eed between tha brethren of the Hospital and Master Hervey 
that uie said brethren shall havid two parts of all the lands and 
serfs [servi] of Walter de Bolonia and Juliana his wife, and of Adelina 
her sister, after their death, if the said sisters should die without heirs 
of their bodies, as mentioned in the chirographs made in the king's 
court between them, and that Master Hervey ^allhave the other third 
portion. But if they have heirs of their bodies, then the said brethren 
shall have two-thiras of the rent which thev pay to the Church of 
Melford for their holding in the said township, as set forth in the 
aforesaid syrographs." 

Originally these syrographs, or chirograplis, were a duplicate 
deed, written on one piece of parchment ; and m the middle between 
the two copies, were the letters of the alphabet, or sometimes the word 
synffraphius ; and the two copies being then cut through these letters, 
or the word, in an indented manner, one was delivered to each party 
concerned, and their authenticity was proved by their matching exactly 
in the divided portion. 

In Abbot John de Norwold's Chartularv of the Abbey lands, of 
the date of a.d. 1287, among the entries of tlic free tenants who held 
lands in Melford, which were not of the demesne, is included *Uhe 
Master of the Eos])ital of St. Saviour's of St. I'^dmund's,*' as holding 
a manor with its court appertaining to this charity. From the fol- 
lowing copy of the said roister it would apjicar that other land in 
Melford, indepotidently of the two-thirds of* the alienated church lands, 
had come bygid of certain persons to St. Saviour's, as in the case of the 
land of Giles de Wachesham, &c. In comparing with other entries in 
this terrier, the (luantities at the above date belonging to the Hospital, 
and stated to bo parts of the tenure witli which the Church was 
endowed, it appears tliat previously to the alienation, as well as sub- 
sequently thereto, other land besides Earl Afric's ori^nal grant had 
been settled en the Church of Melford by Abbot Sampson, inde- 
pendently of the acquired land of Juliana de Bonaixl. For St. Saviour's 
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endowment here is said to have consisted in 1287 of 150 acres in 
manor, together with 7Sf acres held of it by its villeins : total 223 
acres, as two-thirds of the original church l^d ; which would have 
made Earl Alfric's original grant to the Church 884^ acres, whereas it 
was really only 261^ acres. And although, perhaps, the larger quantity 
may include iJso f of the De Bonard's lands, even that supposition 
would not account for the increase. And again, the other^ of Alfric's 
grant remaining to the Church after the alienation to St. Saviour's 
would have been only 87 acres ; and if with ^ of the De Bonard's 
land added, 106 acres ; whereas in this very terrier of a.d. 1287 it 
appears that the parson of Melford held 111 acres of land, besides 60 
additional acres, with certain rights which came of the gift and charily 
of Abbot Sampson: and although, after the lapse of nearly 600 years, it 
is difficult accurately to reconcile such details as these, vet it is evident 
that Abbot Sampson, while endowing his charity of St. Saviour's, 
apparently at the expense and to the great detriment of Melford 
C/hurch, had partly made up the loss to the latter by some other gifts 
of property. 

Extract fix)m the Register of Abbot John de Norwold " de Itinere 
Salamonis de Roff, et Sociorum suorum,*' in the 14th and beginning 
of 15th year of the reign of Kin^ Edward [L], son of Eine Henry 
rni.], A.D. 1287, as in the 247th page of the Be^ister of Walter 
Pinchbeck, and in folios 174 and 234, and in the Abbot's Begister 
{now at Mdford Eall)^ 

^* Magister Hospitalis Sancti Salvatoris de Sancto Edmundo holds a 
manor in the town of Melford with cxxxvi. acres of arable land, vu. 
acres of mowing meadow, m. acres and a half of pasture, and iv. acres 
of wood, all parts of the tenure firom whence the aforesaid church was 
endowed ; and is of the gift in charity of Sampson, formerly Abbot of 
St Edmund. 

<< Also the same liolds iv. acres of land of the feoff of Dominus 
Gterardus de Wachcsham, as a perpetual gift in charity from Egidius de 
Wachesham, and the said Sir Gerard is bound to defend the right of 
this gift against Dominus Peter de Calesworth [Cliclsworth], and the 
said Sir Peter against the Kin^i with his other holdiii^j^s. 

**The same Mujrister hmds ii. acres of wo<»d of Radulphus de 
Elmeswell, and the said Radulphus holds of the Abbot of St. Edmund, 
and the said Abbot as fix)m the King. 

** The same Ma<j:ister holds in. acres of wood and iv. acres of arable 



•o* 



* The joffticiaries itinerant, from whose reiiort this survey was compiled, wen- 
Salomon of Bochester, Tboinas de Sudiogton, Bichanl de Boilatid, and Walter de Hoptc>n. 
Thej were punished for malpractices in 1289 (see HuliDahetrs ChronicleB). These jus- 
ticiariee were charged with the superintendence of the national surve}*. 
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land from Jolin do Gramawell, and the said John holds of Gerard de 
Wachesham, and the said Gerard holds as is before mentioned. 

** He also has the right of regulating and setting the price of milling 
and grinding flour, and of selling ale by his homagers ; and these rights 
were given to the Hospital by Sampson, Abbot of St. Edmund, in 
perpetual charity. 

^' The Hospital has also Lxxn. acres of arable land, i. acre of mowing 
meadow, and m. roods of wood, which the villeins hold with their 
messuages from this said manor. 

** It has also n. cottars, who hold of this manor a rood and a half of 
land with their houses. 

'* Galfbidus de Paleshak holds of the said Hospital a messuage and 

vm. acres of land for 5s. a year. 
'^ Fabehak db Hundeketie holds from Alan Boydyn v. acres of arable 
land and i. rood of pasture ; and the said Alan holds from 
GhQfridus, son of Thomas; and the said Galfridus from the 
Hospital for 20d. a year. 
** The same Fabehak holds m. acres of arable land from Adam Thurgor ; 
and the said Adam holds from Gkdfridus, son of Thomas ; and 
the said Galfridus from the Hospital for 18^. and m. suits a year 
to the general court. 
" BEOiKALDns DE GuNTON and Radulphijs his brother hold u. acres and a 
half of land from Sfura de Wyches ; and the said Sarra from 
Galfridus son of Thomas; ana the said Galfridus, from the 
Hospital for 10|d. a year. 
*' Stephakus de Cabnende nolds i. acre of land of the said Hospital for 

4d., and m. suits a year to the general court 
« The same Stephakus holds n. acres of arable land of Isabella de Ash, 
and the said Isabella from the aforesaid Hospital for lOd. a 
year; and the said Stephanus holds a messuage and an acre of 
arable land from Waltems Wythone, and the said Walter from 
the Hospital for 8d. a year. 
<< Thokas Motsent liolds of the said Hospital ii. acres of land for 12d., 

and III. suits a year to the general court. 
** Waltebus le Poeu holds of the said Hospital half an acre and half a 

rood of land for 5d. a year. 

^ WiLLELMUS filius Ilugonis holds of the said Hospital a messuage 

and UXT. acres of arable land, m. acres of pasture, and i. acre 

and a half of meadow for ISs., and ni. suits a year to the Goiirt 

<<IsAB£LL LE FoBESTER holds of the Said Wm. VI. acres of land for Ss. 

a year. 
** JoHAKKES Pettkntk holds of the said Wm. ii. acres and a half of 

land for 6d. a year. 
** Johannes db Lausele holds of the said Wm. ii. acres of land for 
1 Jd. a year* 
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*^ EiOHAEDUS DE Souo holds of the said John a messuage and u. acres 

of land for 1^. a year. 
" Thomas Wtot holds of the said Eichardus half an acre of land 

for 4d. a year. 
^^ Johannes Mbeoatob holds from Willelmus, son of Hugo^ n. acres 

and m. roods of land for 9d. a year. 
<^ BiOHABDUS Cole holds of the feoff of the Hospital a messuage and 

an acre of land for 5d., and m. suits a year to the (Jeneral Court. 
^' Johannes filius Hugonis hold from Gralfridus, son of Alanus, a mes- 
suage and IV. acres of land for 13d. a year. The same has ii. 

cottars who hold a rood and a half of land for 5^. a year. 
'^ Bobebtus Alwan holds of the said Hospital ii. acres and a half of 

land for 13d. a year. 
*^ GiLBEBTUS filius BoDorti Folk holds of the said Hospital a messuage 

and an acre of land for 5d., and m. suits a year to the Court. 
'^ Johannes Meboatob holds of Willelmus Swevn an acre and a half 

of land for Gd., and the said Wm. holds of the Hospital. 
<< Willelmus Sennas holds firom the said Hospital a messuage and an 

acre and a half of land for 9d. a year. 
*^ Johannes Meboatob holds of the said Wm. an acre of wood for Id. 

a year. 
'^Thesame Johannes holdsof Thomas Wyot arood of land for Id. a year. 
^* BiCHABDUS DE SoLio holds from the said Hospital yl acres of land for 

lOd. a year." 

After this time the manor belonging to the Hospital of St Saviour's 
became known by the name it still bears, of the ^* manor of the Monks 
in Mdford;*^ and though after the dissolution of the Monastery the 
property became somewhat divided, the bulk, which was granted to the 
then owners of. Kentwell Hall* retained that name, as it does to the 
present time. 

Tracing on the history of this Manor of Monks (independently of 
the chronological record of the rest of the parish), it appears to niave 
been commonly farmed out, and the following lease, of the early date 
of 187f, is particularly noticeable, as well from its antiquity as also 
from the fact that by it, not only was the Manor of Monks then let to 
a tenant, but there also appears in this instance to liave been induded 
with it, what is called in tins lease, the Rectory of Al el ford, for the sum 
of £18. 6s. 8d. (twenty marcs), for which the tenant was to have the 
use of all the Uve and dead stock, the personal and other services of 
the manorial villeins and freemen, and he was to take all the manor 
dues. These concessions, with the addition of the Rectory, may 
perhaps account for the rent being a high one of Is. 2^d. per acre, at a 
time when arable land here was let at an average of about 7d. to lOd. 
per acre. It is, however, diflicult to understand how the Rectory of 
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Melford came to be let in this instance with the Manor of Monks, for 
three years, to a layman. In the Institution record of the Rectors of 
Melford, there occurs under the date of 1372, a presentation of a Priest 
(Thomas de Grynesby) to the living, by " tlis King of England on a 
recovery in his Boyal Oowrt against the Abbot of Saint Edmund^ through 
the default of the said Abbot, the real Patron of this Ghwrch.** But 
whether this entry may point to any solution explanatory of the lease 
of the Rectory, is a difficult question. 

In the original Latin d€^ a portion had become obliterated and 
undecipherable so long ago as 1680. The part that remained, trans- 
lated into English, runs as follows : — 

"A.D. 1872-8. 

^* This indenture witnesseth that we. Brother John [de BrinkaU], 
by Divine permission Abbot of St. Edmund, and the convent of the 
said place, have granted and to farm let to Jolm Roughend* of Melford, 
the Manor belonging to the Hospital of St. Saviour in Melford, with 
the Rectory of Melford, and with all demesne tithes, and tenths, and all 
lands, tenements, woods, meadows, grazing grounds, pastures, sheep- 
walks, dues, and services, whether of freemen or customary services, 
and all else belonging to the said Manor called the MonloB, and the 
live and dead stock in the said Manor : To have and to hold the said 
Manor and the Rectory, with all its appurtenances aforesaid, to the said 
John and his executors, from the Feast of St. Michael in the 46th 
year of King Edward, the third after the Conquest, onto the end of 
three years next foUowing and fully ended : p^ng annually for the 
said term to the Hospital of St. Saviour of St. Edmund, £18. 6s. 8d. 
bv equal portions, at the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Mary, 
Easter, the Nativitv of St. John the Baptist, and St. Peter ad Yincula; 
except that in the last year of the said term the said John Rooghend 
shall pay £12 at the above-named terma. • ♦ • 1 

^ • • • [part obUterated]. • ♦ • . • 

'' In witness wlieroo^ to the one part, remaining with the said 
Lord Abbot and Convent, the said John Roughend has placed his seal; 
and to the other part, in keeping of the said Jolm, the conmion seal of 
the chapter was affixed. 

" Given at St. Edmund's the Sth day of October." 

There were many other leases of the Manor of Monks ; and among 
them was the following one of a part of this manor, with the tithes 

* In Abbot Jobn Tjm worth's Cbartmkiyof Mdford, In 1386, John Booghttfa 
name ocean tf holding two acres, fomierlj held by the Prior of St Bartholomew, and 
which had bdonged to Alan Boydyn. In a copy of the lease in the text^ the aams given 
are liii. and liL pounds : ramH out of the question, the 1 being probably an error tot the old 
long-tailed z, which often resembled an L 
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belonging thereto in the year 1501. This lease was copied and trans- 
lated into English in the 17th century, from a great vellum book, con- 
sisting of 139 lar^ leaves, and which was the chartulary of John Beeves, 
alias John de Mdford, the last Abbot of Bury. It was generally made 
up of leases commencing the 9th year of Henry VIII., to the 30th year 
of the same king ; but it also contained this lease and another dated 
the same year. The book was afterwards in the possession of Sir 
Willoughby d'Ewes, and the original of this document was long in the 
possession of the owners of Kentwell Hall. 



•* Lease made by the Abbot and Convent of Bury to Sir Wm. Clopton, 
of Melford, concerning the lands and tithes within Melford afore- 
said, belonging to the Hospital of St. Saviour's without the 
North Grate of Bury. Given and granted in our Chapter-house, 
the 23rd day of the month of December, the year of the rei^ of 
King Henry VII. the 17th, and the year of our Lord 1501. [The 
' spelling of the old translation has been modernized.] 

** This indenture witnesseth that the Lord William [Codenham], 
Abbot of the Monastery of St. Edmund of Bury, and the Convent of 
the same pJaco, with one assent and consent have granted and to fSsurm 
let to Sir William Clopton, of Melford, in the county of Suffolk, knight, 
all the lands, pastures, and meadows belonging to our manor cidled 
the * Monks,' appertaining to the office of the custody of the Hospital 
of St. Saviour's, without the North Ghtte of Bury St. Edmund's, as 
they lie between the said manor called the Monks and the dwelling- 
place* of the said William Clopton, where numbered to the sum of 
258 acres or thereabouts, and lie in four fields ; the one called Bargate 
P^dd, the second Crow l^feadow, the third Middle Field, and the fourth 
caUed Frestly Field, witli a litUe anfl^e of meadow called the Marsh, 
and it contameth half an acre parcel ofthe said sum. And also we have 
crranted to the said William Clopton certain lands Ivnig by the Parsonage 
Mere, during his life and no longer, containing in two pieces to the 
sum of 12 acres and 1 rood. Also we have granted to tlie said WDliam 
a pasture lying at Kentwell Down, by the Park of the said William 
Clopton, containing 4 acres 2 roods and 27 perches. Also we have 
granted to the said \A'illiam Clopton five other pastures, as they lie 
from the place of the said William unto the Cross, chilled Clopton's 
Cross ; and the said five pastures contain — ^the one, 2 acres 1 rood 
and SO perches ; the Forond, 4 acres 2 roods and 18 |>erches ; the third, 
1 acre 1 rood and 24 perches; the fourth, 2 acres 1 rood and 12 

* The older bouse of Kentwell, before die erection of the present Kentwell Hmll. 
wms ctlled * LutonH." From the acreage abore named, it would appear that tlio extent 
of the manor of Monks had been augmented abee the year 1SS7. 

E 
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perches; and the fifth, half an acre. Also we have granted to the 
said William Clopton two groves, as they lie between the said William 
Clopton's place and the highway leading to Bury, with all manner of 
tithes of the said lands ; and except alonel^ the said William Clopton 
nor his assigns shall fell no timber growing m the said woods or h^ge- 
rows belonging to the said lands to him letten. But it is agreed that 
the woods to him letten are with cropping and shredding in seasonable 
time in all the woods and hedgerows, such as before have been cropped 
and shred. And also it is agreed and covenanted that the said William 
Clopton shall fell no timber growing in the woods or hedgerows ; and 
also at every time the said William shall fell any underwood in the 
said two groves, he shall lawfully defend the same firom hurting the 
new slop, and shall leave standing in every acre with the old trees 
and stallings that were there before, 40 of the best stallings. And also 
it is covenanted and agreed that if the said Hospitaller or his suc- 
cessors fell any timber, the said William Clopton shall have the toon [P] 
half of the offal of the trees, as well of wood as of bark, and the 
Hospitaller for the time heinst the other half, save each of the parties 
shall equallv pay for the making of the wood, and the pilling of the 
bark. And also we the said Abbot and Convent have granted to the 
said William Clopton all the tithes to us belonmig as to the said place 
cailei the Monks, from a tenement called Booners, lying of the east 
side of the way leading to Buiy, unto the furthest end of the Park of 
Melford, except alonely such titiies as belong to the demesnes of the 
chief manor of Helforo, with a bam called the Tiled Bam, lying within 
the manor of Monks aforesaid, with free going and coming to the same, 
so that no ^^reat hurt nor noyance be done to him that shall dwell and 
be fermor m the said place; and also we have granted to the said 
William Clopton a garden plot called Monk's Garden,* and it is paled 
about and lies for an acre andahalf, with firee going and coming to the 
said nrden, as there is a cast gate made at the end of the said pale 
stanoing nuxt the gaiden of t£e parsons of Melford, for term of the 
life of the said William Clopton; and after his dcceaso the said garden 
plot of an acre and a half to be again in our hands to let at our pleasure ; 
this indenture notwithstanding. And also it is covenanted and agreed 
that if the said William Clopton will cherish any young stallings m the 
hedgerows, that it slmll be lawful to the said William Clopton to ahred 
and crop at his pleasure in lawful time. To have and to hold all the 
aforesaid lands, meadows, pastures, woods, and tithes (except before 
excepted) to the said William Clopton, his heirs and assigns, from the 
Feast of^St. Michael the Archangel last past, unto the end and term 

* This garden was near the nortli-eatt end of the charolijard, and the paiwm's garden 
here named wan that belon^ng to the priest's house or college, not rectory, which will 
be afterwards alluded ta The Bite of the manor-house of Monks was at the north side of 
the churchjard, one part abutting on Melford Green. 
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of four-score years next following and fully ended ; yielding therefore 
to us and our successors by the hands of the Hospitaller, or keeper of 
the Hospital aforesaid, which shall be for that time, or his certain 
attorney, vi"* xiii*- iiii*- [£6, 18s. 4d,], of good and lawful money of 
England at the feasts of Easter and Michaelmas. And also it is 
agreed that the said William Clopton, his heirs and assigns, shall yearly 
to the Hospitaller for a day and a nighty find to him with four men and 
five horses^ m^eat^ dnnk, and horse meat. Also we have gnmted to the said 
William Clopton yearly during the said term, a^oum, being to the value 
of xv^ [15s.j or else 15s. therefore ; and if it fortune the said farm of 
vi"- xiii^- iiii*- to be behind or not paid in part or in the whole by the 
space of two months a^r anv or the feasts aforesaid, so that it be 
lawfuUv asked of the said William Clopton within the town of Melford, 
that then it shall be lawful to the said Abbot, convent, or their 
successors, or their certain attorneys, to enter and distrain, and the 
distress so taken to drive away and keep unto the time that the said 
farm be fully contented and paid, with the cost and charges of the same 
therefore had. And if it fortune that the said farm of vi^ xiii*- iiii^ to 
be behind in part or in all, by the space of vi. months after anjr of the 
feasts aforesaid, so that the said William Clopton or his assigns be 
warned ten days before, and not paid ; that then it shall be lawful to 
the foresaid Abbot, convent, and their successors, or their certain 
attorneys, in the premises to re-enter and distrain, and the distress so 
taken to lead away and keep, and the aforesaid William Clopton, his 
heirs and assigns, from the said farm to put for ever, these indentures 
notwithstanding. And also it is covenanted and agreed that if it 
fortune, aftar the decease of the said William Clopton, that none of his 
children, nor none of the children of them coming, being heirs male, have 
the place called JjiUons toherein the said William Glopton now dweUeth^ 
that then the said Abbot and his successors and assigns shall take all the 
said lands, woods, meadows, pastures and tithes, into their hands again, 
and them let at their pleasure to whom they will, these indentures not- 
withstanding. In witness whereof unto the one part of this indenture, 
as anenst the aforesaid William Clopton remaining, the aforesaid Abbot 
and convent their coninion seal have set. To the oilier part, as anenst 
the aforesaid Abbot and convent remaining, the aforesaid William 
Clopton, knight, his seal hath put to. GKven and grA^itcd in our Chapter- 
house, the 23rd day of the month of December, the year of the reign of 
King Henry VH. the 17th, and the year of our Lord 1501." 

In the above lease the whole of St. Savioui*'s lands were not 
included, but only such as lay conveniently for Sir William Clopton ; 
and comparing tho rentals, it would appear tliat he had made a Ycry 
favourable bargain, as he rented the bulk of the property at £6. ISs. 4d., 
though it was in truth the least valuable part, whereas the small re- 

E 2 
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mainder let for £16, Ss. 9Jd. The following is the lease of the other 
part, dated 1516. There is a note to the copy of it^ that in 1674 it 
was, with the lease which follows it, among the bundle of leases formerly 
belonging to the Abbot of Bury in the Court of Augmentation at 
Westminster. To the second lease the seal was at that time firm and 
entire. 

Extract from the Lease firom Robert Shuleham, Hospitaller of Buiy, 
of Lands and Tithes in Melford, to Richard Hoc, of Melford, 
A.D. 1516. 



it 



Master Robert Shuleham, Hospitaller of the Monastery of 
St. Edmund's, by indenture unde r his seal bearing date the 20th July, 
in the 7th year of King Henry Vill., leaseth out to Richard Hoc, 
of Melford, all manner of lands and tenements, rents, alterages and 
tithes, which the said Hospitaller hath in the town of Melford, except 
such landfi, tenements, and tithes which the said Hospitaller had letten 
to Sir William Clopton, of Melford, Knight, and to one George Dix, of 
Melford aforesaid, tor the term of ten years, paying yearly^ zyi"' iii*- ix^ ob. 
[£16. 3s. 9^.]; and by the said indenture the Hospitaller aforesaid 
granteth to discharge the said Richard and his assigns during the said 
term, against the Parson of Melford, for all tithes due to the said 
parson, of and for such ground as the said Richard or his assigns 
occupy of the said Hospitaller for this said lease.'' 

(It does not however mention what these said grounds are.) 

Extract of Lease from Thomas Geale, Hospitaller of Buiy St Edmund's, 
of lands and tithe in Melford, to Robert Coleman. 

''The 16th March in the 22nd year of King Henry YHI., aj>. 
1531, Master Thomas Geale, Hospitaller of the Momistery of Burv 
St. Edmund's, by indenture leased out to Robert Colonian, of Melfora, 
clothier, [the same lands as mentioned in the last lease,] for the term 
of ten years." 

KxTRAOT of Lease made the 8th day of February, 1539, between John, 
Abbot of Bury, and Robert, Simon, and James Coleman, of 
Melford. 

(This Lease is of the lands of St. Saviour's Hospital, including 
some of those which had been leased to Sir Wm. Olopton.) 

'* Lease made the 8th of Februa^, in the 80th year of King 
Henry VHI., 1539, between the Right Reverend Eather in God John 
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[Eeeve, alias de Melford], Abbot of the Monastery of Bury St. Ed- 
mund's, the Prior and Convent of the said place, and Robert, Simon, 
and James Coleman, of Melford, clothiers, — of lands and tithes at 
Melford belonging to the Hospital of St. Saviour's, Bury, for 80 years, 
at xxxvi"- ii-- v^ ffi36. 2s. 6d.] rent.'* 

(The covenants are exactly similar to the former leases.) 

At the dissolution of the Abbey of Bury the Hospital of St. Ba« 
viour, with all its possessions, came into the hands of the Crown, 
andpart of the lands and tithes which had been leased to the Cloptoos, 
of Eentwell, were granted by King Henry VIII. to William Clopton, 
of Kentwell Hall; and other parts and tithes leased to the Colemans, 
became by the grant of Queen Mary the proper^ of William Cordell, 
of Melford HaU, together with a portion of tithes, formerly of the 
possession in Melfoi^ of t he College of Stoke by Clwe, which had 
been in the tenure of Will iam Clopton* The titnes of St. Saviour^s, 
which were granted to William CoroeD, were afterwards settled by him 
as part of tiie endowmoit for ever of the ^* Hospital of the Eo\r 
Trinity/' in Melford, which he founded; and these were finally aa^ 
justed and apportioned by the Tithe Commutation Cornmiseicmers under 
the Act of 1839, and commoted at an annual value of £380. 17s. 4d. 
The conmiuted tithes, now innsropriate to Mdford Hall, were purchased 
finom the owners of Kenftweu ; rat originally, with the Knttwril ini' 
propriate tithes, formed part of the mat from the Crown to the 
UkfpUmM from the diaac^Ted Hoepital of St. Sarioor* 
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CHAPTER III. 

HflLFOBD OHUBOH. 

AS before recounted, the Church of Melford was endowed in the 
eleventh century with a manor and about 261 acres of land. Of 
the ancient fabric itself there are no descriptiye records, though the 
roll of its clergy^ and the history of its property^ and the changes 
which occurred therein^ already related, go back to the twelfth oentc^. 
If only two churches have been successively erected here, the old 
church undoubtedlv stood on or about the site of the present one. 
Presumably its style of architecture was Saxon, for Earl Alfric gave 
and endowed it, and established here clergy some years before the 
Norman conquest. Whether this same structure stood till the fifteenth 
century, or whether there was one of intermediate construction, is 
now unknown. There are in some of the ancient wills relating to this 
place, bequests for the church and its fumitorOf many for the bells, 
and some for its Lady Ghapel, which refer to a date prior to the con- 
struction of the present edifice, and are connected with that which 
immediately preceded it. 

The present noble church is one of the three hundred and ten 
medisdval churches of England which were dedicated to the Holy and 
undivided Trinity, and, like the great mass of Suffolk churches, is 
Perpendicular, and some part of it late in that style. As generally the 
case throughout the eastern counties, it is built of flint and stone, in 
the manner called ** flush work,'' drmsed flint forming; the panels, and 
the stone on the same faco not raised firom the surface marking the 
divisions of the panels. The great variety of the work on this church 
and its Lady Chapel is surprising. Below the b:ise mouldins^ round 
the church is a pedinienUil range of richly-carved stone pands; and 
on the north side there still remain some very good grotesque stone 
gurgovles. 

Before, however, entering upon the further history of the existing 
church, the following lists, showing the patrons of the church and 
living of Melford, and the successive rectors thereof from very early 
times, are here recorded : — 

Patrons of the Church and Living of Melford. 

1. Eabl Auric, who first endowed this church and gave the 
patronage of it to the respective Abbots of Sury St. 
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Edmund's for ever^ together with his manor of Melford 
Hall. 

2 to 33. Leofstan, the second Abbot, a.d. 1044 to 1065 ; and the 
thirty-one suoceeding abbots of Bury down to the year 1689, 
when the Abbey was dissolved. 

34. Hekbt ym.. King of England, into whose hands the said 
Abbey of Bury, and therewith the manor of Melford and the 
advowson were resigned b^ John Reeve, alias John de Melford, 
4th November, 1539. long Henry does not appear to have 
actually presented to the Uving, but perhaps ne confirmed 
therein William Newton, who was rector from 1584-5 to 1548« 

Song Edward VI. did not present to this living, but he seems 
to have resigned his right to do so to his sister Queen Mary, as 
shown in the presentation of Henry Mallet, her chaplain. 

85. QusenMabt. 

86. Sir William Goedxll, Knight, Master of the Bolls, a Privy 

Counsellor, and Speaker of the House of Gommons, 1st and 
2nd of Phflip and Mary. 

87. Mistress Jakb Aluvqioh, sister and heir of Sir WiUiim Cordell, 

and wife of Richard Allington, Esq., second son of Sir Giles 
Allington. 

Queen Elizabeth presented the Ber. Wm. OiLBin, faUvng a 
pre$entatUm by the ngh^ patron. 

38. Sir Thomas Savaob, idio became Yisootmt Savage of Bocksavage, 
son of Sir John Savage, who had married the daoj^ter uA 
heiress of Jane ADington* 

His son became the second Earl Btven, but did sot p r es e n t to 
the liviiu^. (He was a Roman CSathdio.^ There is also bere the 
hiatas oithe Rebellion, when Puritan mmisters were appoinled bj 
the Parfiament. 

89. Sir Roam Gobi ell, BarL, who boi^^ the estate- and advowson 
fixm John, Earl liivers, and the oooniess bis moiber. 

40. Sr Joflir Gobdell, Bart.^ Ua foo* 

41. Sir JoHx Gobdell (the second of the name). 

42. Mabqabet Gobdkll, bis sister and heiress, who married Sir 

Oiarlea RrebRice, BarL {She did not ftre^eni.) 

43. Sir Gobdell Fibi^il^ce, Bart^ their son. 

44. Ladf FotEBBATE, bis widow, who married >Ir. Csaofh^ of 

LvBtonHalU E«^ex. 

45. The Rer. Johm Leboo.^ 

tfceihiaiii—tiir, th»Bgr, H. fSmtm^lnr dbt mtm; 0m4tk^m Urn U^Mf mtfU^id 
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46. The Rev. Willtam Ttlkby Spubdbns.* 

47. John Oobbold, Esq. 

48. John Cobbold, son of the above. 

49. John Ohbvalibb Oobbold, Esq., M.P., half-brother of the above. 

50. The Bev. Charles John Mabtyn. 



List of the Bectors of lielford. 

N.B. — The Institutioii books in the Bishop's Registry at Norwich 
commence only from 1299^ John Salmon being then bishop. 

A.D. 1198 (et ante).— HnGH» the Clerk, was Sector of Melford 
before the appropriation of part of Melford Church property 
to the Hospital of St. Saviour at Bury. The appropriation 
was not to take effect until after the death of Hughi the Clerk, 
then parson. He died in that year or the following one. 

1199-1200 (et post). — ^Walter Hervey was at that time (as then 
called) Vicar of Melford. 

Here occurs a lapse of nearly a century of which there is no 
record, till the commencement of the Bishop's books. 

10th October, 1809. — ^Dominus Simon de Olatbeb, Priest, on the 

presentation of Abbot Thomas de Tottington. 
5th December, 1811. — ^Henby de Stakton, presented by the same 

abbot for a short term. This was made a matter of certain 

conditions, as shown in an agreement among the Abbots* 

grants (Chapter IX.^. 
9th October, 1312. — ^Dommus Allanus de Ely, Priest, on the pre* 

sentation of the same abbot. 
nSTo date.] — ^Dominus . . . . de Welborke. 
9thl)ecember» 1826. — Dominus Thomas de Chedwoetb, Priest, on 

the resignation of .... de Welbome (ex causa permutationis), 

on the presentation of Abbot Richard do Draughton. 
3rd April, 1333.— l^fagister SmoN de DRAUcnxox, Priest, on the 

resign.ation of Thomas de Ohedworth, on the presentation of 

the same abbot. 
7th June, 1334. — Riohabd de Habunqe, Priest, on the presentation 

of the same abbot, 
6th February, 13frl'. — ^l^I^ister Theodobus de Otlakia, Priest, on 

the present<ation of John de Brinkale, Abbot of St. Edmund's. 
30th July, 1371. — Thomas de Gbtnesby (or Grymesby), frimam 

habens tonsuram clericalem, on the presentation of the same 

abbot. 

• He is stated to have porchased the living for a eonsiderable sam, and to have 
nold it for a smaller price to the Cobbold family. 
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10th February, 1372. — Thomas de Grynesby, Priest, on the presenta- 
tion of " the Khig of England^ on a recovery in his royal Court 
against the Abbot of St. Edmund, through the default of the 
said Abbot, the real Patron of this Chwreh^ (The Abbot at 
this period was John de Brinkale.) 
25th August, 1410. — ^Magister William Wyoor de Oaijbndish, Priest, 
on the resignation of Thomas Grynesby, on the presentation 
of Abbot William Cratfield. 
1st April, 1417. — ^Nioholaus Mansel, FrieBt, ** on the presentaiion 
of JBrother Bobert, Prior of the Monastery of St. Edmund of 
Bwry, and of the venerable and religious man. Brother William, 
of the said Monastery ; the Abbot being absent in foreign parts, 
and they being, as his Vicars in general spiritual matters, the 
patrons of this Church.** (William Exeter v:as the Abbot.) 
2nd February, 1419. — ^Ma^ster Thomas Babnsley, Priest, on the 

presentation of WiUiam Exeter, Abbot of St. Edmund's. 
6th December, 1429. — Stefhanus Wiltok, in Doctor's orders, on the 
resignation of Thomas Bamesley, on the presentation of 
William Gurteys, Abbot of St. Edmund's. 

In a very la^e vellum folio book, with whitish leaves and leather 
straps, indited '' Begistrum Will : Gurteys, Abbatis," folio 30, anciently 
belonging to the Abbev of Bury, and which came into the possession 
of Sir Robert Bacon^ of Bedgrave, Suffolk, it is stated thus : — 

<< Memorandum, quod Magister Stephanus Wilton, decretorum 
Doctor, prcsentatus fuit ad ecclesiam parochialem de Melford, per 
liberam resignationem Magistri Thomaa Bamesley, ultimi Bectoris 
ejusdem, sexto die mensis Decembris, Anno Domini mocco. none, et W. 
Abbatis, anno prime/' (It is evident the word vicesimo is here omitted 
aceidentallv before the ward nana, as William Curleys became abbot in the 
year 1429.) 

Translaiian. 

"Memorandum,— That Master Stephen Wilton, in Doctor's orders, 
was presented to the parish church of Melford, on the voluntary resigna- 
tion thereof of ^faster Thomas Bamesley, tlie former rector of the 
same, on the 6th duy of December, a.d. 1409 and in the first year of 
William [Gurteys] the Abbot." 

The 1409, as 1)etore mentioned, should be 1 129. 

7th February, 1 JoS. — The Venerable Father in God, Johakkes, 
Enachdunensis Krisoopus, was presented by Abbot William 
Gurteys, to the linng of Melford, on the voluntary resiraation 
of Stephanns Wilton, on the ]2th January, 1433, and in the 
4th year of William, Abbot of Hury. 
In folio 43 of the above-mentioned book, "Eegistrum Will: Gurteys, 
Abbatis," will also bo found an entry to this effect. 

F 
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(The Prelate above-named was Jolm, Lord Bishop of Enachdun or 
Enaghdun (now Annadown), in the Irish province of Tuam, a little 
see, maintained apparently to give a title to a suffragan. Six bishops 
of this see were at various periods English suffiragans. Bishop John 
of Enaghdun, who was " provided '' by the Pope to his see on the 9th 
of June, 1421/ was in that year also eafiragan of Salisbury ; and of 
Exeter in 1438. He was also Provost of St. Elizabeth's, Winchester, 
and Bector of Cheddington. He was certainlv a fidar, though there 
is a doubt to what order he belonged ; but as he was presented to the 
living of Melford by the Abbot of Bury, who was a lUenedictine, it is 
probable that he mav have been of that order. His family name was 
Boner, or Bonere; out according to some authorities, Camere.) 

3rd August, 1439. — ^Dominus Thomas Lbwtsham, presented by 
Abbot William Ourteys : — 

^* T, WiiiLiAH, Dei gratia, Boffensis nEtochestor] Episcopus, in 
the matter of the exchange of benences between John, Lord 
Bishop of Enaghdun, and Rector of the parish church of 
Melford, and Dominus Thomas Lewysham, Bector of the parish 
church of Bromlegh, in the diocese of Rochester, by my own 
authority as Ordinarv, as well as by the authority of Hamster John 
Wigenhall, of the aegree of Doctor, Yicar-general m matters 
spiritual of the Reverend Father in Ohnst Thomas, Dei 
mttiai Lord Bishop of Norwich^ oominff as Gonunissary in 
ttiis spiritual matter to me, the said Lord Bishop of Rochester, 
and 1, having heard, examined, and fully discussed this 
exchange, have permitted the removal of the said Thomas 
Lewysb^m to the said church of Melford.*' 

(The Latin text of this entrv is somewhat difficult to decipher, 
but the above appears to bo the meaning thereof.) 

19th July, 1441. — ^Thokas Orimewobth, Priest, on the presentation 

of Abbot William Curt^. 
5th March, 144G. — Wiluam Kankibald, on the presentation of the 

above-namod abbot. 
21st June, 1454. — Wiluam Coxb, Bachelor of Ijaws, Priest, on the 

presentation of Abbot John Boone (or Bohun). 
21st December, 1456. — John Mvdwell, on the presentation of the 

same abbot. 
21st April, 1460.— TnoMAS Wabdsn, Professor of Theobgy, on the 

presentation of the same abbot. 
25th July, 1470. — Johx Stobt, Clerk, on the presentation of Abbot 

Kobert Coote. 
8th (or 18th) April, 1 474.— -ZEgidius Dent, Bachelor of Theoog)-, 

on the presentation of Abbot Richard Hengliam. 
14th September, 1484. — ^Thomas Aletx, aUas Carvbe, Priest, on the 

presentation of Abbot Thomas Raoclesden. 
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m t^K yE<csBnfiBaaii cf A^gg jxin Sacvt^ a2uv or IfaiBbc^ 

21fi Jxihr, l^H. — IKigTHsrr Jikijggg If iTWiy, -mi ^aig iniriiin ^ 

'die MTiy aiiilcB. 

ISSl. — ITujUAX XnraoK, fiiiwiiftM )y lai^ skii» 
(He lMEtt£ ins £xs «ixin ifar 1^ insiKr ^ laie £kt^^ 

Hflonr Tin, of fion hkbket * ^St 





;Wl 

41k SeptaB^ier, j : 99.— Wiuub OoBa, OcTt, 

prtseTitad to tke Bautuij ! and Clmrdi of MdfardL tkn 



Trncam, cm the p^ifc of proeezitETijii bekn^pi^ to Qoaesi 
Eligaibg:!. fajtingfihii hf^d mode rf pTraeptiiy, (Tliea&ire^ 
nbd William GiBnrt n boiied tiK- Tiih AwMU 1618. lie 
vsLB ciiup:aixi to QaStmgt Talbol, 7iii Ear] of avmbmj, and 
beld his iir< oonit of tbe maiKr <€ the ¥iUiaj on the 
l&xL Sc-pu^ber, IGOD.) 
2lrd BepuemlxT. KUS. — Boksb Wjjlstk, Cier^, Master of AiiM. €m 
tiie prescTiiation of Honafi Samge^ knix^t and boitm {Ay. 
(Doctor AVarern in Ootobar, l^HS, duriDp the BftelHon, lie 
being a Rovalist^ wbb turned out of the firii^, Qd ilie 
HestoraticiiL, in 1660, be iras again restcxred to tbe bene- 
£oe; but on the 24di 2farember, IdGl^ be resigned: it is 
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Stated " lie being then 96 years old." He died the following 
year.) 

1643— 1660.— Six Puritan Ministers.— Seth Wood, Samuel Board- 
man, Balph Brideoak, Seth Wood, Peter Sainthill, Claudius 
Salmasius Gilbert. 

12th November, 1660. — Nathaniel Bisbib, Priest, Master of Arts, on 
the presentation of Sir Robert Cordell, Bart., on the resigna- 
tion of Robert Warren. (In 1689, Nathaniel Bisbie was de- 
prived of the Rectory of Melford, for refusing to take the 
oath of allegiance to William III. He himself expresses it 
thus : ^' At which time the foresayd Nath. Bisbie, being then 
in the 55th year of his age, and SOth year of his incumben^, 
by yertue of an unrighteous Act of a factious and rebellious 
convention, was deprived of the Rectory of Melford for not 
withgoing his faith and sworn allegiance to King James the 
Second, and transferring it to WiUiam, Prince of Aurange, 
and was succeeded by Henry Felton, LL.D. Deus dabit his 
Quoque finem.") 

26th July, 1689.— Hbnry Pblton, LL.D., Fellow of St. Peter's 
College, Cambridge, on the deprivation of Nathaniel Bisbie. 
(It does not appear whether he was presented by Sir John 
Cordell (2nd bart.) or by the Crown.) 

1701. — Jambs Johnson. Bis son became Bishop of Worcester, and 
was IdUed at Bath by a fiedl from his' horse. Presented by 
Sir John Cordell (8ra bart.), (who also was kiUed by a teSi 
from his horse in 1704). 

1741. — Abrahav Oakes, LL.D. Presented by Sir Cordell Firebrace, 
Bart. (Abraham Oakes married the daughter of Sir John 
Jacob, dart, and died in 1756. From 1^ second son de- 
scends the present representative of the Oakes baronetcy.) 

1758. — John Jaoob O.uces, eldest son of the above, presented by 
Sir Cordell Firebrace, Bart 

1771.— BoBEBT Butts, son of the Bishop of Ely. (The Begister of 
the parish of Ijackford, SofTolk, has the entry of the Bishop's 
marriage as Bishop of Norwich to Mrs. Anne Beynolds, 
daughter of tlic Rector of Lackford, 4th December, 1735 ; 
and in the rear 1738 there is an entn* in the Be^rister of 
Burials of the same parish, of the burial of their inmnt son, 
James. In this entry the Bishop is called *^ Bishop of 
Elyr) 

1790. — John Lbboo, on his own presentation, having ])urchased the 
advowson, 

1819. — Braxsby Francis. Presented by the Rev. William Tylney 
Spurdens. 

1830. — Edward Cobbold. (The living was for many years in se- 
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questration for his debts. He committed suicide in London.) 

Presented bv his father, John Cobbold. 
1862. — ^WiLLiAH WaluSi M.A.| on the presentation of John Chevalier 

Cobbold, M.P. 
1869. — Chables John Mabttn, M.A., Christchurch, Oxford, on his 

own presentation, having purchased the advowson. 

Making a total number of 47 rectors in the course of 570 
years, giving an average of about 12 years* incumbency to each 
rector. Besides 6 Puritan ministers during the Rebellion. 

On the chancel wall is a board painted a few vears ago, which ' 
purports to record some of the bene&ctions, and also the names of 
the rectors to 1590. It commences with Symon Olayber, and ends 
with Peter Wentworth, but is very erroneous and imperfect. Three 
rectors' names during that period are omitted, and the order of their 
succession is in sevwal cases wrong, and the spelling of the names 
often incorrect. 

From the detail of the church property, as stated by the Abbot's 
Register of a.d. 1287 (which is recorded in the 6th chapter), until the 
rebuilding of the old church, we have no other particulars connected 
with it, save the list of its patrons. Abbots of Bury, and of the rariout 
rectors. Its appearance, size, and style of ardotectore are all uncer- 
tain ; but it may be fsirlv presumed that the early church of the 
eleventh century, if it had not been rebwitp was but imaD, for two 
hundred years afterwards the population of Ifdford mi^ be roughly 
guessed 1^ estimation from the various Chartularies of tM Abber, as 
being in round numbers from about 550 to 050 inhabitants. Tins, bow* 
ever, can onfy be taken as an approzimationt and this asttmate of the 
pc^pulataon from A.n. 1250 to 1300 is given with modi difBdenee ; for 
It 18 a matter of omsideraUe difEcoHj to arrive at any deftstte cosdti* 
skrn from the small known data on tins so^|eet« If r>nly tha asssusgis 
and the cottages name<l in the CSiartiilanes are to tie taken as the 
total number of dwellin;.n?, and the standard rul- of ftre to a boMS* 
hold be applied thcT*3to, the popoktaon wouM only htttouni to about 
400. Bvoy dwdlin^ n^ay be lairiy ooosid^.Ted tfp lave eootaiDed m 
family, for a person lirirg alone was at that d^U a vrj ran saesption^ 
Bat the estimate of pr^^uiatioo on tiie above basU im^^is fsllsriogs far 
several reasons : sodi a>, tliat on some of tlie lar|r<rr \uMnuffkf tPMern 
are meataooed, bot no ncnnber of their cottages fnt en ; ut^athm §be¥m 
c a lfakt ioo cbIj tncbi^ks iliote ectmSiy stated, naiM^y, aJk^it tweulf hwx, 
whidi ia probab^ msc:; b^^lonr the real nmsber iA <r>eUfr<s. Farttitr 
it mast be borne in mind, that at that period early nu^rriafis bumif 
greatly dbc o iir ^yed, tLe Ijog^tJikMs of w: ^erij^er }0^Hm^ M»d €4h€r 
ownefB geoeraCr invaded \ajC4r thw rofA^ ifemd^m ih^r own hmiiu^f 
mast of the pefsoBi whom tliey tfu^^^L Afttr wt^i^mg thtue 
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points and comparing them with other evidences, the number of the 
population of Melfo^ has been estimated, as named aboye, to have 
been not less than from 550Ho 650 inhabitants in the year 1287. If, 
therefore, the original church was still standing and continued to exist 
till the 15th century, it was probably then too small to acconmiodate 
the increased population, and moreover must have been suffering from 
the inevitable decay of four centuries ; and its restoration in part, or 
its entire reconstruction, may have become inevitable. 

From a comparison of various small details, there appears reason 
to believe that at first there was either an attempted restoration or 
rebuilding of a portion of the old edifice, or perhaps a new structure 
was built on a small scale with a tower, in the early part of the 15th 
century ; and that some years later it had either become absolutely 
necessary to entirely rebuild the remainder of the church, or if it had 
been partially rebuilt, it was so small that it required to be added to. 
Though part of the present south aisle is said to be the newest (latest) 
erection of the nave and aisles, it appears that the 5th window frt)m 
the east in that aisle was glazed by the &mily of Boger Bee (or Ibe, 
as sometimes spelt), in 14iS0. In the 7th wmdow on the same side 
occurs the expression that Abigail Felt was a great benefieu^tress to 
the new structure of the church {ad novamfabrieam). Bobert Sparrow, 
whose name is on the north wall of the churoh, made his will in 
1468. 

The supposition of a prior rebuilding is partly founded on some of 
the expressions in the foUowing narrative, written by a rector of this 
church, who not only had the opportuni^ of access to then existing 
records and local traditions now lost or rorgotten, but he had also the 
further advantage of viewing the past from an intermediate stand- 
point, 200 years earlier than our own time : — and with his aooount 
must be compared the dates oonneoted with the names, histories, and 
wills of certain persons who are identified with the work ; and per- 
haps also in a measure by a careful consideration of some of the details 
of the existing building. 

The MS. from which this is transcribed, was at at one time in 
the possession of the Kcv. William Tylney Spurdens, of North Wal- 
sham, Norfolk. It is dated Au^nst^ 1688, and was written by the 
Bev. Nathaniel Bisbie, Rector of Metford, and runs thus : — 

'^Much about the middle of the parish of Melford, alias Long 
Melford, in Sufiblk, u])on an hill most pleasant for air and prospect^ here 
standeth a large and beautiful churoh called Trinity Church, because 
dedicated to the Holy and Undivided Trinity. It hath three iles, which 
from the north to the south wall contain together in breadth 61 feet 
C inches. Part of it was of an old erection : viz., the whole north ile, 
the steeple, a great part of the porch, and perhaps the east end of the 
south ile. All the other ports are of a much later erection, as by the 
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different sort of building and the several inscriptions still extant in and 
about the said church, may most evidently appear." 

Here then are named certain portions or an older structure than 
the remainder of the present church, but it is beyond question not only 
that no part of the work is of earlier date than the 15th centiuy, but 
that the style of the oldest part is of the same century as all the rest of 
the building, though perhaps somewhat earlier. Again, when in 1 867*8 
the church was entirely gutted for its recent restoration, much earth 
had to be removed firom the interior. On the north side there was no 
trace of any foundation within the present north wall, but on the south 
sido, some feet within the present south wall, there stood the founda- 
tion several yards in length of an old flint wall : this extended eastward 
from opposite the porch about halfwaj along the church. As to the 
steeple or tower (since destroyed), which Dr. Bisbie says was of an old 
erection, it is impossible to say whether it was part of the original 
church or of a later rebuilding. Apparently it was not round, but 
was a square tower, and is so shown on the parchment map of the 
Manor of Melford, designed by Israel Amyce, of Barking, Essex, in 
1580, and also in the better-drawn map of 1613 by Samuel Pearse, of 
Maidstone. This tower was destroved by fire caused by lightning, 
about 1709-10 — certainly not later than 1711, as in that year oontn- 
botions were solicited to rebuild it. 

Contmuin^ Dr. Bisbie's aocoimt, with the inscriptions visible in 
his day, more light will yet be thrown on this mbjeot His MS« goes 
on thus, speaking of the present church ; — 

** The midme ile from the steeple, exclusive to the east end of 
the chancel, hath one entire advanced roofe, in length 152 feet and 
6 inches ; distant from the pavement beneath, 41 fie^ and 6 inches ; 
supported on each side with 10 arched pilars, separating the said 
miadle ile from the 2 other iles, whidi are in heignt 24 feet^ and in 
length 185 fiset and 4 inches. 

*' The pious benefiictours concerned in the buihlin;; of the advanced 
ile maj be known [and let their memoriea nmer {>erish] bv the in* 
scriptions under the luittlements without the clmn'li, and bj like 
inscriptions in the windows undemolished within the diurch. 

^From the inscrijtioos under the battletnentH of the advanced 
ile without the chun-b, beginning on the north Hide, here John 
Clopton, Esq., worthily deserved to have his metJiory tireserved ; a 
zealous and eminent promoter of the new eredum. lie buite tlie 
4 first pillars and arches on the north side countin;^ from east to west, 
whereof one of them is in the nave of tlie church ; thoti;;h his name 
be now oUiteraied and by time and weather quite eaten out. Though 
the aforesaid inscription be now oMiterated, yet $if\en\ i>ersons h/ive 
read the same, the obliteration being but of rery Lite daa', and par« 
ticulariy the present Kector of the church [Dr, Nath. liii^bie], who 
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hereby sacredly and solemnly affirms that the merit of the action was 
ascribed to one or more of the family of the Cloptons; and as he 
remembereth and verily believeth, to John Clopton, in memory and 
good of him, his wife, his children, and his ancestors. Nay, to this 
very day [1688], though the rest be obliterated and worn out, 
* * * * tflfll is plain to be espied, which insinuates that Olopton 
was the benefactor for the building of those arches and pillars. After 
him this inscription follows : — 

" * Pray for the sowlis of Boberd Spar* we and Marion his wife^ and 
for Thorn* Gowper and Ma*eL his wif of quos goodis Mast" Oilis Dent, 
John Clopton^ Jon Smyth, and Boger Smyth, wyth tf hdp of %f weel 
disposyd me* of this [toum]^ dede these se*on archie new repare anno 
domini mUesimo ocoo • ♦ ♦ ♦ [P].** 

** Whereas the iiill account of the annus D^ be defiEUsed, yet by 
reason of the mention of Giles Dent in the inscription and the P at 
the end of the said account, it is, ought, and can be no otherwise than 
Anno D** 1481, for Mr. Giles Dent was instituted into the Rectory of 
Melford |\ Aprilis, 1474. He made his will \i April, 1484, nomi- 
nating Robert Cutler and Thomas Ellis his executors, and John 
Clopton his supervisor. On ^ July following he adds a codicil to it, 
bequeathing all the grain of his glebe and his tithes to be disposed of 
in charitame uses. Thomas Aleynf his successor was instituted \^ 
Sept' 1484 into the said Parsonage ; and, therefore, there being P 
to end the annus wherein the north side of that advanced ile was 
finished, it could be no other, as before is hinted, than A.D. 1481. 

'* The inscriptions under the battlements on the south side are as 
foUoweth : — 

<< < Pray for thesowles of Rogere Moryell, Margaret e and Kaleryn his 
wyfjis^ of whos goodis the seyd Kaieryn, John Olopton, Mast^ Wyllem 
Qvcaytis and John Smyth, dede these vi arehis new repare : and ded make 
the tabill at the hye awtere^ anno domini mUlesimo yaodiingentesimo 
od^ygesi' p*m\ Pray for y' ^owl of Thomas Couper y' wi/vh y* u arehe 
deJe repare. Pray for / sov^l of Law. Martyn and Marion hys wyf^ 

* The word and number brackot<d in this inieription are now no longer vbible^ 
luid had oeaaed to be bo before 1831. 

Thia Kobert Spar'we, or 8i»urn)w, wai deeoended Iran William S|mrrow, of Weat 
Ilarliog, in Norfolk. Robert Sparrow, of Helford, had bj hia wife Marion two aon% 
llobert and \\ iUiam. Robert was tho iimt of hia name who held Coinl»cwellH, afterwaida 
cailled SparroVi Hall, in Sible Hi-din^bam. He ia aaid to have married Agnes, a siater 
of Roger Msrtjn, of Velford, bj whom he had Thomas, who lived to a very great a«^ 
and die<l about the year 1095, at Booking, leavbg two sons, the eldest of whom, John 
8|iarrow, waa ateward to John dt* Vere, Enrl of *OjJbrd, and ia said to be the aneestor 
of the present family of the Sparrows of Go^field, in Eisex. The ancient arms of Sparrow 
were Vert, a stag tripfiaut, or. ; but tliey were subsequently altered to Or., three rose^, 
pro|)er. 

Robert Sparrow, named in tlie inscription, made his will 1468. 

t He also went by the name of *' alias Thomas Carrer.** 
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and for By chard Martyn^ and Elizabeth and Jhone hys wyvis andfrendis, 
thyat thys chaumcel repared, a* d*'* M**cccclxx^^/' 

In the case of the first-named person in this inscriptioni Roger 
Moryell, it is plain that he was dead at this date of 1481, for the 
building was done at the cost of his goods by his second wife Katherine 
and the other persons named, who were probably his executors. Now 
we know, from the list of free tenants of the Manor of Melford in the 
20th year of the reign of King Henry VI., and in the 14th year of 
Wflliam Curteys, Abbot of St. Edmund's, a.d. 1442, that Roger 
Moiyell then held of the Manor, lands adjoining to, or forming part of, . 
the present Mr. William Mills's fSsum at Rodbridge, and adjommg the 
lands caUod " Nelys," which Vere bequeathed in charity to the parish ; 
and also adjoining the lands of Roger, sometimes called Ibe ana some* 
times^ Bee, whose family glazed the 5th window from the east, south 
side, in 1460. Roger Moryell also kept one of the only two mentioned 
taverns (the inns of the period) in ** HaUe Strete, on the east side in 
Melford, near to the olde market* [on or about Chapel Qreen']^ and 
held therewith a piece of the waste land of the Manor in front of the 
tavern gate.'' 

Probably this piece of the waste was for the erection of his sign- 
post, for in the case of the other tavem» which was held bv William 
Martyn at this same date, it is expressly stated that he held a piece 
of the waste of the Manor, by the street, in fit)nt of the gateway into 
his tavern, '* and erected there a pole for a dgn^ at (he gate of his said 
tavemJ^ 

There were two John Smyths holding lands in Melford in 1442 ; 
one in High Street, holding Harefield, &c. ; the other was a locksmith, 
who lived in a messuage on the east side of tiie Hall Street, which 
formerly belonged to Roger Dyster. 

Lawrence Martyn was dead at the time of this inscription. He 
lived at Melford Place. He also held many copyholds of the ^lanor in 
14-12, and he had fdso land beyond Bridge Street. He died 1460« 
Richard Martvn died 1463 ; so that perhaps the date of 1179 refers to 
the work of his second wife and friends, through his benefactions. 

Of the following inscrijition, as given by Dr. Bisbie, nart is now 
gone, having been damaged in the fSEdl of the tower, in his day, 
however, it ran thus : — 

" Pray for ^f saiol of Mftsf Giles Dent, late parson of Melford, of 
xchose goodis, John Olopton, Maust :* llobt* Ootder and Tlwmas Elys deae 
y' arch make and glase, and y' mf over y' Porch.** 

As before mentioned, Robert CuUer and Thomas Elys were the 
executors, and John Clopton the supervisor of Mr. Giles Dent's will, 

* The new market wa« opposite the Bull Inn. The old butchers' sUlls existed there 
till within a oomparatively recent date. 
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who died 1484 ; therefore this window and the roof of the porch were 
not built till soon after that date. Thomas Elys, in the list of manorial 
free tenants of 1442, is described as a clothier, holding property in 
several detached portions, and living nearly opposite to the present 
" High Street Farm," on land now belonging to Kentwell Hall, the 
site now occupied by John Lilly, the woodman, forming part thereof. 
Thomas Elys had also lands at Breggestrete (Bridge Street^ : some of 
that which he then held continued to belong to persons of the name of 
Elys or Ellys down to the year 1580 and afterwards. 

As to John Clopton, he will be further noticed in his place ; as 
also will be William Clopton his father, who is named in the next 
inscription. 

Inrom the inscription over the porch it appears that John Clopton 
was the builder thereof, excepting the roof: — 

" Fray for tf sowlis of WUliam Olopton^ Marf and I£ar^ his wifis, 
and far tf sowle of Alice Olopton and for John Olopto\ and for aUe thoo 
Bowlia* y* y* seyd John is Wnde to preyfory 

Over the lower windows from the porch to the east end of the said 
south aisle is inscribed as follows : — 

" Pray for y* sowle of Bog : IforieU ofwhtf goodf y** ar(^ was made. 
Pray for tf sowle of John Keehe, and for his Fad^^ and Mod^ of whff 
good* y* arche was made. — Pray for tf sowl of Thoni* Elys and Jone his 
wife^ and for tf good sped of Jone Elys maJf Vof. — Pray far y* sowl of 
John Pie and Alys his wife^ of whff good* y^ arch was made and ^ twey 
w/dawys glasid. Pray for \f sowUs of John Disf and Alis^ and for y* 
good sped of John Diet andX^pianmaJf Vof^ 

John Dister was a wealthy clothier of Melford, and who also 
carried on a branch of his trade at Glemsford. He had land around 
Bridge Street, Mdford, and also at Belchamp Otten, where he owned 
295a. Ir. 24p. He was a person of some importance, for he was 
entitled to brar arms, which were gules, a chevron, or, between three 
eagles with two heads displaytnl, argent. Gresfc : ona wreatli and helmet, 
a paschal lamb passant. Other members of this family had ])art of the 
}}iilnoy lands; and John Distor and Alice held some land south of 
Hall Street, abutting on Broad meadow. 

Over the lower windows of the Martyn Chapel, on the south side, 
is inscril>ed : — 

" Pray for y* soulis of Ln wrens Marlyn and Marian his wyffe^ 
J^lysaheth Martyn a^d Jone^ awl for if good estai of Riduird Martyn and 
Jigger Martyn and if wyvis^ and aVe \f childri of whose ifoodis .... 

made anno Ir* millfii^uiw cccoLXXXini.'* 

Richard ^lartyn, son of Liawrence, died 1463 ; his wife was Eliza- 
beth Mundeford. The inscrii)tion round the Lady Chapel runs thus : — 
" Pray for y* sowle of John ILjlU and for tlic sowle of John Clapton^ 
Esqwyer^ and pray for the sowle of Bf/chard Laveday, bateler wyth John 
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Clopton, of whos godys thy 8 Chappell y^ imbaytylled by his excewtora. — 
Pray for the soulis of WiHiam Cllopto\ Esquyer^ Margery and Marg'y 
his wifis, and for all ther parentis and child/ri^^ and for }f soivle of Alice 
Glopton^'and for John Clopton and for aU his childn^^ and for all y* 
soulis thai the said John is bonds to p^y for, which dede y^ Chapel neip 
repare cf donC h^cccclxxxxyi. GrisV sit t^tis hec me no* exjiibuisse ut 
merear laudes, sed ut spirilus memoretur. Boger Smyth and Robert 
Smyth:* 

The William Clopton here called Esquire was William Clopton of 
Kentwell, generally styled as a knight, who died in 1446. He had ^ 
two wives of the name of Margery. The first was the daughter of Sir 
Boger Drury, of Rougham, knight : she died 1420. The second was 
the daughter of Eelias FranqySt or Francis, of Norfolk : she died 1424. 
Sir William Clopton's recessed mural tomb, with his effigy in armour 
much disfigured, is near the north-eastern entrance door in the 
Clopton Chapeh There is a brass thereon (the inscription on which 
is given in Chapter yj|, and four coats of arms : first, Clopton ; second, 
M^ldy the mother of Sir William, who brought Kentwell to the &mUy ; 
thnrdimd fourth, Clopton impaling his two wives. Margery Francys, 
the second wife, is buried near, and her effigy in brass remains in a 
atone in the floor. 

^ John Clopton, whose name is also recorded on the foregoing in- 
scriptioii, was the son of the above Sir William by Margerv Francys, 
the second wife, and was bom 1423. He was sheriff of Norfolk and 
Snfiblk, 80th of Hemj VL (1452-1458) ; he married Alice, daughter 
of Bobert Dart^, of Maiden, in Essex, and died in U97. His £ the 
Easter Tomb, between the chancel and the Clopton mortuary cbspei, 
and open to both. On the sides of the arch over the tomb are portraito 
<rf* his wife and ehiUben in fresco, now, alas, almost obliterated by 
neglect and iU-naage. 

By the following extract fram the will of John Clopton it would 
seem that the inscription round the Lady Chapel was placi <l i here after 
his death. His wiU, which is i\i\tod 4th Novembw, 1494 (pioved 16th 
November, 1497), contains lie following entry. 

*' Memorandum that I, John Clopton, r^ over thi^ my ttstam^it 
the xxu. di^ rfFebruary, tlie Mi.yereofKyng Heiirj' the VJI. [1497], 
ii'hich I will aha! stonde Id everye poynte* — Also tlie saide Jolm 
Clopton wole that whereas by the jugement of the paiboiine of 
>Ieltbrd, and by thasseut of thexecu tours of John llille thu saide John 
Clo]iton shal rave c. marcs [COG. 18s. 4d.] for to rolese his interest 
that he and his feoflfes have in the Planer of Bowre Hall, in Peutley, 
tlie saide John Clopton will tliat the saide c. marke be s^^ent on the 
gamys-shyng of oure liady Chapell, and of the cloister* ther abowte 
that the saide John Clopton hathe done new inadr in Mflfonl Church- 
yard, and that there bee made a speciall reineuibi aunoe lor to pray for 
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thelsowle of the saide John Hille, and for the sowle of the saide John 
Clopton, and for the sowles that bothe the saide Hill and John Clopton 
ar mooste bounde to pray for." 

He also directs, ^' my body to be buried in the lytell Chapell in 
Melforde Ohurche, there my grave is redy made, even by my wit." 

His description of the surrounding aisles of the Lady Chapel, as 
the cloister there dbovi, or round it, is noticeable. 

John Clopton was the principal restorer orrebuilder of the church, 
and in his old age he filled many of the windows with portraits of his 
connections by blood, marriage, or politically. Being of the Lancastrian 
party, he was arrested and sent to the Tower of London, with John, 
Earl of Oxford, Aubrey de Yere his son. Sir John Montgomery, Sir 
Thomas Tuddenham, and William Tyrell, on the charge of correspond- 
ing treasonably with Margaret of Anjou. All of these were beheaded 
on Tower Hill, 22nd Februarv, 1461, except John Clopton, who some- 
how made his peace, and lived to see the ikncastrian party dominant. 
He was a man of neat consequence, and much esteemed and trusted 
during a longhand eventful life. He was executor to manv great 
persons ; viz. with Lord Dynham, Sir Thomas Bouchier and others, to 
the will of Ann, Duchess Dowager of Buckingham, who died 14130. 
Also to the will of Thomas Darcy in 1486 ; to the will of Sir Thomas 
MontgomeiT, Enight of the Garter, 1489 ; also to the will of Lady 
Darcy, 1489 ; and in 1478 to that of Dame Annes Say, widow of Lord 
Wenlock, killed at the battle of Tewkesburv, 1471. 

Of the other persons mentioned in the inscription, the name of 
Richard Loveday, butler to John Clopton, is notioeaole. 

The foregoing mural inscriptions on tiie battlements of the church, 
together with some old wills, form the basis of the information we 

Sossess as to the final reboOding. The painted glass, which had escaped 
estruction, and still existed in 1688, adds further to the knowledge of 
the names of the benefactors ; but stained glass had continued to be 
placed in memorial windows up to a time subsequent to the last date 
of the mural inscription over the Jjady Chapel, iraioh appears to have 
been tlic final erection. So little by little, during the latter half of the 
fifteenth century, the rebuilding; and ornamentation of tliis grand old 
church steadily progressed ; the labour of love of the many ])iou8 
benefaetors whose names we can st ill road upon their glorious work, 
aided by many others whose means did not permit them to contribute 
so largely as their more favoured neighbours ; and though the names 
of some of these humbler assistants are now lost to us, we can yet 
gratefully appreciate the services of those *^ welMiepasyd men of thuf 
iowne*^ who were zealous for the honour of (rod's house, and of whom, 
though there be now no worldly knowledge, doubtless there remains 
the undying record, "they have done what they could.** Some officer 
of the great Abbey of Bury, one of those best and most tasteful of 
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arcliitects, tlie monks, was probably the designer of tbe fine fabric 
of the church as it yet partially remains to us ; but now, how shorn 
of many of its fair ornaments, and how marred in its outward appear- 
ance by the hideous tower of last century's erection. Still enough 
remains to enable us to picture to ourselves this church in its pristine 
glory, before it had lost its pinnacles from the battlements, and the 
many figures from the now empty niches, and when it yet retained its 
tower, doubtless then in perfect character with all the rest ; and if so, 
a noble specimen of architecture, when the stonework was all still 
sharp and perfect ; for though that has become more venerable from 
the mellowing effect of time, the added beauty has been more than 
counterbalanced by the damans of mischief and neglect. And in the 
interior also, tvrhen not only t£e walls and roofs were bright with paint 
and gilding, and the great carved reredos, representing the Crucifixion, 
was resplendent with gold and colours ; the high altar glittering with 
a profusion of plate, jewels, embroidery, and precious hangings : when 
also, before the great rood, the several nunor altars, and the many 
ima^ of saints, there hung brilliant costly draperies; and the 
officiating priests shone in rich vestments of silk, satin, velvet, and 
doth of gold (of all which the inventories still exist), although these 
accessories belonged to a form of religion opposed to our feelings, and 
to a ceremonial of which we of the Bieformed faith must disapprove, 
yet we may well imagine how grand must have been here the effect, 
and how dazsling the brillianoy of colour lighting up this noble church, 
when in the sunshine, combined with the gorgeous reflected hues of 
the stained glass with which it9 72 windows were then filled.* And 
when we thus picture to ourselves the great diurohes, such as this one, 
in their orimial splendour, we can better understand and realise what 
charms su<m a svstem must have had for the minds of many whose 
hearts were reached through the external senses ; and before they could 
even legally conform, what a bitter struggle must have been unacrgone 
by those lioman Catholics whose imnginations were too warm, and 
whose admiration for external cereniony and order was too high, to 
rest contout with the change from brilliant decoration to the now bare 
and whitewaslied walls of the churches, and to descend to the com- 
paratively cold and austere simplicity which formed the standard of 
the Reformation ceremonial. 

One part of this church appears to be an addition of a rather later 
date than the adjoining structure, and bears no outward inscription. 
From alterations made in the vestry in 1870 by the Rector, the Rev. 
Charles Martyn, it became evident that this portion between the 
^fartyn Chapel and the south-west end of the Lady Chapel had been 
built subsequently to the main edifice. For when the interior walls 

^ In the charcU, Lady dupel, venUj^ «nd clumtries, there are altogether 91 windows. 
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adjoining the church and Lady Chapel were stripped of their plaster, 
they proved to have been at one time the outer walls of the church ; 
their dressed flint-work having been preserved by the mortar with 
which they had been afterwards covered, as fresh as the day it was 
laid. Ana further, the lower part of the south-east window had been 
filled in, as still visible, to allow of the roof of this vestry. Presumably 
this portion had been added after the completion of the church, to 
supplement the small space allotted as a vestry between the back of 
the High Altar and the Lady Ohapel, and which appears to have been 
used also as a basement chamber by the Chantry Priest, who had a 
combined sleeping and living chamber as well, above it. Until the 
late improvements and alterations made by the Bector, this part was 
in a ruinous state, only a few of the upper floor joisto remained, and 
tiie lower portion had been for years used as a rubbish-place and ooal- 
store. Some of the features of these chambers have been now care- 
fully preserved. One of the old principal floor-girders remains, as well 
as the recessed sedile. The stonework of the south window has been 
renewed, but its position and character is the same. The northern 
window has been added to obtain sufficient light. On the basement 
story is the stone frame of a door leading immediately into the chancel 
by me side of the High Altar, with another side-door adjoining it, 
which probably led into the open air where the added vestry now is, 
goin^ behind the main buttress in the thickness of the wall ; for the 
opemng, on being partially deared, showed a winding passage ; or it 
may have led by a small comer of cloistered covering mto the Marlyn 
Chapel for access to the priest's door on the south side thereof. In 
the east wall of the chamber was a stone mullioned window open to 
the Lady Chapel, now converted into a door; and there was a squint 
in the wall, now dosed, through which the High Altar therein could 
be seen ; and another door in the south wall opening into the added 
vestry. In the east wall was also the flue of a chimney from the base- 
ment story, the fireplace of which bad been bricked up. In examining 
this flue during the alterations, there was found therein the skeleton of 
a gooso ! How did it come there ? What was the goose's liistory r 
Had some ban vioani chantry-priost been purposing to convert a fast 
into a least-day ; and being sonu l)ow interrupted, had he been unable 
to cook liis goose, and had he stuff d his goose up the chimney, and 
for some reason, perhaps his sudden departure, never been able to 
extract it ? Who can now say ? Doubtless this goose opens a wide 
field for inquiry and sage reflection on the part of ecclesiastical 
archaeologists 1 

Before adding any description of the church in its present altered 
condition, its former history will bo better traced bv such of its older 
records as remain, and ])erhaps the best connectmg link, wntli the 
already mentioned mm*al inscriptions, will be the painted glass, in so 
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for as tlie histoir remains to us Bubsequently to the BeformatioD, and 
again after the Kebellion. 

It will be seen that in 1688 the great east window was quite bare 
of pamted glass ; so no doubt its designs had been saints and sacred 
subjects, which had been probably the most beautiful in the whole 
church, and had been utterly destroyed, as ** superstitious imagery J* 
In 1828 the inhabitants of Melford determined to collect into the east 
window (which was then partly filled up with brickwork) some of the 
principal remaining figures fix)m other parts of the church, which had 
been spared by the former iconoclasts, and had since, with some other ^ 
small remnants, escaped the barbarous ill-treatment and neglect of 
subsequent generations. To Mr. Almack all here owe a debt of 
latitude, not only for urging this restoration of the glass, but also for 
the great personal care and trouble which he bestowed on the super- 
intendence of the work ; and when again, in 1862-3, all the further 
remains of the old glass were collected to fill the two west windows, 
he a^ain took upon himself the onerous task of the arrangement and 
repair, a labour inyolying such arohsdological knowledge as few but 
himself oould bring to bear upon it. These three windows in their 
present state will be afterwards described, but here must follow the 
description giyen in the MS. of about 1688, which appears to haye 
been, like the former one, the work of Dr. Nathaniel Bisbie, and is 
headed thus : — 

** BsKSFACTORS, as by the inscriptions in the windows undemolished, 
within the Church of Melford^ — circa 1688. 

«*EAST WINDOW. 

" The east window, eelebraied formerly far its imagery and painted 
glas-^f hath nothing in it now but white glass. 

" P Window on ihr Smth Side from the East. 
'* This likewise lyeth under the same defiEM^ement. 

"il"* Window, South Sldefnm the East, 

** Hath at the yery top in one light J, h. 8,. i.e. Jesus Hominum Sal- 
vat or, and in another gj., i.e. ^laria. Under the aforesayd upper lesser 
liglits, in the first pane [compartment] nothing but white glass : in 
the other two panes thereof, two Kings with crowns on their heads, 
encircled with glory, having globes in their hands. la the lower parts 
of the said window nothing but white glass. 
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ujjjrd jyi^f^j^^ s^j^ Side from the EasU 

^* On tlie very top of it hath |. H. S.; in another light M B R Y ; 
in the next light thereunto the Mar^ms' cloth-mark, ^mich is a globe 
with a cross and streamer on the top, with R on the one side and M 
on the other ; and in next light IQGt, pro Maria, nt prius. In the upper 
part of the window beneath these lights there are three imageries all 
m glory, the middle whereof is supposed to be the Blessed Virgin ; and 
all of tiiem encompassed with flower de luces. — ^The first whereof hath 
a sword in his right hand and a book in his left — ^the other a long and 
profuse Beard. All three sittmg in chairs as at rest in glory. 

''W^ Window, South Side from the East, 

*^ On the very top of it hath in one light, |. H. S.^ in another light 
MERCY, in another Mi ut prius. — In the upper part of the said 
window beneath these lights there are three imageries m glory, in each 
pane one, sittmg in their chairs as at rest ; the 3rd whereof hath a 
black cap on his head, a blue wardrobe [dress], and seemingly two 
pencils m his hands. — ^In the three panes of the lower part of the 
said window nothing but white glass. 

" F* Window, South Side from y* East, 

<' Hath on the top of it in the lesser lights, |. H. S.— MERC Y.— 
R. M. '^tih his cloth-mark, and M pro Maria» ut prius. — In the upper 
part of the said windowi beneath these 8 lights, an Abbot or Bishop 
m the first pane thereof with a mitre on his head — a Pope with 
his triple crown in the second — a Cardinal with his hat and scarlet in 
the next, all endrded with glory, and sitting in chairs as at rest. — ^In 
the lower part of the said window, and in the first pane thereof, a 
Priest, as is supposed, with the Tabemade in his hand ;* in the second 
])ane Mary Magdalene, with her hair disshevd'd, and her box of 
spikenard in her hand. — In the third pane the imagery not known. — 
UiKler the imagery of tlie four last mentioned windows m the upper 
part there are thMe words remaining written as followeth : — 

* . Eatabine MABG.UiETE uxotem 

rjvii ^' fyro autobus o*ium hujus cccle^ice in 

Melfordy memoriam de bonis pnrfati Itogeri Beefene 
ntrlate Anno Ufii M'CCCOLX\' 

'* And in the lower pait of the fourth window last mentioned, 

under the imagery thereof, there is written, ' 

Rector hujus Eccleiw necnon Matildi IIynk, in Jfni Bonrfdct.^ " 

* This might be 8t Jerome, or St Kicholai^ or indeed any ecclesiastic who 
notable as a rebuilder or restorer of a church. There are many such inatjinoes. 
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The figure of the priest recorded in the foregoing description wtia perhaps the 
rector in whose memory this window was partly glazed Thomas Warden was the 
rector of this parish from 1460 to 1470. 

A Bobert Hjne, of Sndbniy, held lands in Melford, of the Abbey of Boxy, in 1442 
and afterwards. Perhaps the Matilda Hyne mentioned above was his widow. 

Boger Bee is also mentioned as a tenant of Abbey lands in Melford, abutting on 
the north on lands of St Gregory's College, Sudbury, and south on lands of Sir 
James Ormond, Knt, whose lands were between St Bartholomew's Priory, Bodbridge, 
and Stalis Tye. 

ii FP* Window South Side from y East, 

** Wliich is the first in the Church, all the former being in the 
cfaanoell, hath in the lesser lights on the top of it, |, H. S.— M E BG Y. 
— R. M. ^th the Martins' dothmark between, and M pro Maria, at 
prius.— Underneath these liehts, and in the upper piart of the said 
window in the first pane nowing but white glass : — the second pane 
mostly white glass. — The third pane St Vincent standing with a book 
in his hand and his head encircled with glory : having on one side of 
his ffM^ Sancta, and on the other Yinoemti. — Under the aforesaid 3 
panes this inscription remains: '(?Bogeb) Coupeb akd Mabt his 
WIFE.' In the lower part of the said window, and in the first pane 
thereof, a King with a crown on his head and a sceptre in his hand, 
and a flower de luce on each side of his head. — ^In the second pane 
St. Christopher as is supposed, sed qusare. — ^In the third ifary 
Magdalene with her hair oisshevel'd and a box of spikenard in her 
hand, under which three pictures there is written, 'Orate pro 
Akihabts • ... be Mabioke ista Bco'su multipugiteb deoobata est 
& obnata/ 

'' TIP Window South Side from the East, 

'' Hath in the lesser lights atop of it, the same as in the last window; 
underneath in the three upper panes, there are three several pictures of 
the Blessed Virgin alike in face and wardrobe [dress]. — By the face of 
the fii-st is written Mabia, by tlie face of the second Alma. Dei. 
Gexiticix, by the face of the third Sancta, — the rest broken; %vith 
this subscription: * [? Giles] Dmf, John Clopton^ Esq., John Smith and 
Itoijcr Smith this arch did reporr of newJ In the lower part of the 
said window, and in the first ])aiie thereof, supposed to he Joseph, 
v*' spoused husband of the Blessed Virgin. — ^In the second the l^rgin 
herself with the new bom babe in one hand, a sceptre in the other, 
and a crown upon her head. — In the third, supposed to be one of the 
Wise vien, having a golden cup in one hand lull of bumingr incense, 
and in the other a bundle of myrrh : Sod de his qusare. — Subscribed : 
* Okate pro A'i'abus Joaxms Wains, Johannis Felt kt Abigail uxor 

EORUM — FUIT OPTIMA AdJUTBIX • . • . NOVAM FaBBICAV BUJUS Ecc'sIAE/ " 

Query — 1a thii name of Wains abbreviated firom Warins or Wazyn, who was a 

U 
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benefiurtor to tbe Cimrch t A John Waryn, by bis will in 1448, Ieft| besides otber 
cbarides, 40 sbillings for tbe repairs of tbe Lady Gbapel. 

" FIZr* Window South Side from the East. 

** In the lesser lights nothing — ^undemeath, in the first pane of the 
upper great lights towards the top, mo Johannis, under which is Herod 
and his wife. Under Herod a woman with an infant in her arms; 
under his wife St. John laid along. Historia qusdreP Under the 
said prostrated St. John is written S^'^^ Johannes, and under that the 
soldiers arresting him. — ^In the second pane St. John in the wfldemess, 
having over his head these letters eooe Anguh, which should have been 
BOOB Agnum. — ^In the third pane St. John baptizing the Holy Jesus. — ^In 
the lower part in the first pane thereof, a soldier with a sword in his 
hand and John the Baptist lying in the prison with his head off: 
underwritten, •••<'^> Johannes. In the second pane Herod the Tetrareh, 
and Herodias his wife, with their servants about them, their daughter 
kneeling hu presenting a charger with the Baptist's head in it, — ^under- 
written S*^' JoHANNBS Bafhsta.— In the third pane St. John BapHsVs 
disciples standing about the trunk of his body, in order to their having 
been to his bmw — ^in the middle whereof is written in letters reversed, 
S^^ Johannes BArnsTAt and at the bottom of the said window, ' Obatb 
PRO Animabus Johannis SiciTH BT Kabgabbt bt Agnbtb ux ' 



''IZ* TFtmZour SauXk Side from the JEast. 

** Id the lesser lights in the top nothing.' In the first pane of the 
upper part undemeflw, St. Peter with his key. In the second St. Paul^ 
with his sword. In the third St. Andrew* with his cross, and under- 
neath them, * Pray for ye soules of B6V' Coiet^^ Marum and Margarete 
his imves.* In the first pane of the lower part St. John with a cup in 
liis loft hand.-^In the second St. James the (Treoi, with staff and scrip. — 
In the third St. Simon the Zenlot^ with his spectacles on his nose 
and a book in his hand; underneath whom there is written, *0f 
tritose goods John Clopton, Thomas ElySf and John nau4jh did this 
V inflow glass.* 

*'X^ Window South Side from tJie East. 

^* In the lesser lights nothing. — In the three upper panes, three 
imageries supposed to be a])ostIes : sed de his quaBre. — In the lower 
panes three miageries, the first and last almost defaced, one wholly 

* This is now in the great atst window. 

t Robert Oolety ia 1442, held a tenement and varioas paroels of land, adjoining 
lUchani Waryn's Linda. JSee Window XL 
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remaming ; supposed to be all Apostles. — Under the upper lights is in- 
Boribed, * Pray for ye Sotdea of Roger HoOj* Jlson, and Elizaheth 
his wives.* Under the lower panes is inscribed, ' Of whose goods John 
Clapton, It' Giles Dent, and Thomas Elys did this window glaseJ 

'' XT* Window South Side from the EmL 

" In the lesser lights atop, I . H . S., w^d on each side W,t In the 
first upper pane 8L Kaiherine crowned, with S^^ on one side of her 
fisu^, and Katherina on the other.— Second pane defaced. — Third pane a 
man holding in one hand a book open, in the other a staff, with a 
cross on the top of it, by which there is written M^^. The inscrip- 
tion underneath these is all defaced, except * Pray for the soul of 

'* In the first pane of the lower part, St. Peter with a key. — 

In the second and third, in each a mitred Bishop with a crozier, the 
inscription under them all defaced. 

" Xir^ Window South Side from Oie East. 

** Id the lesser upper lights I. H, S., &i^d HELP. The first upper 
pane is defaced. — In the second pane the Blessed Virgin with a crown 
on her head, with a sceptre in her right hand, and the Holy Babe on 
her left arm. — ^In the third pane a Bishop, with mitre and crozier. — ^In 
the first pane of the lower part is St. Edmund, crowned, with sceptre 
in one hand and an arrow in the other. — ^In the second pane St. Cytha, 
her head encircled ^^^^^^S^r7 i ^^ ^^® ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ inscribed 
S*^ and on the other UXxHA. — ^In the third pane a Priest, with a wand 
in his hand, on the left aide of whose fjBuce is written RO'K, and iust 
above his knee are written other letters, supposed to be KAPBALL. 

<'X£U* Window Sovtk Sidefnm the East. 

**ln the upperlesser lights is inscnbed'SirDN^lNoMEN brnkdictum.* 
In the* first upper pane lfa«e« with liorns on his head — In tlie second 
Aarnj} in priestly yestments — In the third iS^aiJin hisniantle — se<l do bis 
omnihus quaere. — ^In the first lowei- jiane, St. John the JCvaiujellA, and 

* Roger Howe (hero 9pAt, Hoo) left hy Lin will, dated 1481, th<* nuiii of 2Cri. 8<L 
to tbe ** diurch work!' bttidet other bequestM. TaK of hia will U given in thu i hiipter of 
lleiford churities. 

t From Uieae W/b end from the 8u Kaiherine, It is probable iliat tliin window 
was of the goods of Ridiard Warjn aod hln wife KatbariiM^ who held landtf, in 1442, 
aooth of Uidl Street, about Broad meadow, 8male}-bridfle, Neiber Biilnc)', and near the 
church gate. Jolin Waryn, who lived in 1442, near the church gate, and luid jiroperty 
near tht* re, was a BtooemaBon ; and he therefore probably work<{d in tlie rebuilding of 
the dmrch. Ue made his wiU 1448. 

H 2 
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by him is written S^^ Johannes Bvangbusta. — ^In the second, 8t. Peter, 
and by him is written S'^* Pbtbus. — ^In the third, St. James, and hj him 
is written S^^ Jacobus. The remaining inscription under these m the 

lower part is, ' OrcUe hta norset ...... et pro a€dbu8 

Johannis Boberti Agnete 

uxoris* *' 

This Honet's name is spelt in his will Harset. He was Robert ffareU, dothmaker, 
of Melford, who, by his will of 1484, left lai^ beqaests for the service of ^e church of 
Melford, and legaoes to his wife Agnet, and to John, his brother, and to Robert, the son 
of John. 

''XW^ Window on the Souih Side from the East. 

'' Lesser lights nothing. — ^First npper pane a man, whose hands, 
thighs, and legs naked, still remain — ^the upper part of him defaced. 
Second pane, a figure supposed to be King David; and in the third 
pane another supposed to be King Solomon, sed de his qusdre. — The 
mscription under them is all defaced. — ^In tiie first lower pane. The 
Blessed Virgin Mary with Oar Saviour in her lap, as taken down fi*om 
the Gross, with the Grown of thorns upon his head. In the second 
pane, Marg Magdalene weeping : sed quaere. — In the third imne Our 
Blessed Saviour, naked, with his Grown of Thorns upon his head. 
— ^The inscription under these all defiM^ed. 

*'XV^ Wiindm on the Souih Sidefiram the East. 

*'In the lesser lights be four coats of arms, de auibus qusare. — ^Beneath 
these in the first upper pane, St. Bernard with nis crosier, and by him 
is written S^' Bbbkardus. In the second pane, Our Blessed Saviour 
with the scarlet robe and the thorny crown.-^In the third pane, only 
white glass. — At the foot of these is this inscription : ' Orate pro bono 

statu Johannis Pie el Alicie et statu johannis 

Fir mill et uxor Is cjvs.* — ^In the first lower pane Marif 

Magdalrne. — ^In the second pane only white glass. — ^In the third pane a 
Priest, — At the bottom of all is tlio remains of an inscription *. . . . 
.... pro Vivis el Mortuis * 

"ZFI* Windcno an th^ SoiUh Sidefnm the East. 

" In the lesser lifi^hts on the top, Nomen D" sst bekediotum. — In the 
first upper pane on^ white glass — In the second pane, a Flower Pot 
beset with flowers, imitating such a picture as in the 32nd page of 
the Virgin ^larie's Office, set forth by Pope Kus V., the book 
printed at Antwerp in the year 1598. — In the third pane the Blessed 
Virgin sitting in a chair and encircled with this inscription : ' EccE 
Ancilla D^' fiat Hini/ — In the first and lower pones only white glass. 
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— Iniheihirdpszieyaiiiiiiaomewliai defaced^ holdiiig in his right hand 
a book, and in his left a staff with a cross on the top — l^ his head is 
written SF'^ Babtbql. Sed de iDo qncre. Underneath is snbscaribed 
« ImbelUwBor gus * 
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^hts nothing. — Yirst upper pane, £Sf . Bimmmd the king 
with his crown on his head; a sceptre in his right hand and antnr in 
his kA — under his feet written tf^^ Enwusnrs,* — Second pane, ptot 
of an imagery defiMsed.sofascribedS^^'^Anasius. — ^Thirdpane^defiioed. 



— Krst lower pane onlj white glass. — Second pane, SL Katkenme with 
her wheel ; on the one aide of her &oe written S^, and on the side 
CiXHAXDU. — Third pane, a up poaed to be & BanaboM; on one aide of 
his &ce is B, and on the other B AS — sed de iDo qocre, and underneath 

is written * eff mufr . . el pro homo stmlmAfmel: 

€JmM Jokammio el Mariome mnr grn^ 



''XFZZP Wimdam 8ae£k Bidefnm Oe EasL 

'^IntfaelesserHghUat the top,two FriestB. AH the rest of the 
window white g^ass, sare the first lower pane, whidi hath 8L Dmmii 
habited, with a cnnier in his hand; ononeadeof his head is written 
SixOEAB, and on the other DaonsL 



''XlX^Wmdam Soma SUefrtmOe But, wVAhliMbw^ 
aonth aide next to Ikfb at aep l e. 

«Iq Ikfb l ossc r lig^ at the top be two ooata of anas. — In the 
remainder of fke window nothing. 



'' Xow p r o cee d wa to the Kcr h f^ide, oommeneiii^ fiom I^k steeple, 
and g^^'ing towards Hm east, the nurcbcrs of the panea being tlerefore 
rerersed. 



^P Wimdoic North Siie, maal As Bltqi^. 

'' In the Jiffpet lesser lights a coat of anna^-*In the third pane of 
the upper part^ uie head and pan of the bodf of a woman. — ^All the 
rest white glass. 

"iT-* Wimdow Korth Side from Oe Wegl. 
*' In the lesser lights a coat of arms,t Amre a fes$ hditeen three 

* This fixM porlrmtt k now in tie grait caii window. 
f Tkm M uow in ihm grtat moL ' 
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Uopa/rds^ faces ^ or^ for De la Pole, impaling France and England. — ^In the 
first and third panes of the upper part, nothing. In the second upper 
pane a woman, and under these is subscribed, * Oraie pro a'Ca Hono- 
raJnUs Principissae Dom. Elizah. DudsscB Suffolc.* In the first lower 
pane, white glass. — ^In the second pane, a woman with her face turned 
backwards and upward. — ^In the third pane, Howard in his coat armour, 
kneeling, under whom is written, ' Johannis Howard, Miles.* 

iijllrd j/fTindow North Side from the West. 

** Lesser lights nothing. — ^Upper lights also nothing, but under them 

is written, * Orate pro bono statu D^ Druris oc pro 

Domini ' In the three lower panes, 

William Glopton between his two wives, JudiOui [P], daughter of Qrej 

of Bockenham, and — -— OoekweU, subscribed under them ' 

JuditcB Glopton fil Mar. Glopton JU . . 

Oochwell ux . /" 

This Sir William Cloiiton, Knight, ton of Walter Clopton and Alice FitiHugh, 
married Iretta (not Jnditna, as abore), daughter of Sir Thomaa de Grey, Knt, of 
Bockenham Gastle^ Norfolk, as second wife. His firrt wife was Maiy, daofpter of Sir 
William CkMkerel, Knt (not Oockwdl, as above)* Sir William Clopton died 1876 : his 
will b dated that year, and was proved 14th Jannaij, 1877. 

€ijym ppjfu^j^ if^,^ Side from (he West 

'' In the upper parts, the glass of which is much defieu^ed, is John, 
Lord Dynham, K.O. and -his wife, in their coat armour, having this 

subscription ' Pro bono statu B^ Denham 

Domina Umore swb.* In the first pane, lower part, Sir William Glopton^ 
kneeling, subscribed ' Wm. Glopton, mUesJ Li the second pane, 
Dame Frances TrusseU, las wife, underwritten ^Francisca Glopton.* 
In the third pane, tiie glass much defaced, but apparently Sir WiUiam 
Clapton, kneeling {ut prius) subscribed ' WUUelmus Glopton^ villcs.* " 

John Lord Dynham, Knight of the Garter, married EUnbeth, daughter and 
hein>As of Lord Fitswalter. She sunived him, and afterwards married Sir John Rat- 
clitfo. There is a Aided ooat of arms of theirs whieh was placed in the north-east 
window ia 1838. The Sir William Clopton here represented, who died childless 
prohahly at the oommeoeement of the tifteenth oentniy, and who was grandson of the 
Sir William in the third whidow, marritHi Frances, daoflhter of William Tnuuiell, and 
widow of Sir Robert de Salle^ Knt, who was murdered by insargents in a rising at 
Korwicli, in 1381. There waa^ as named in the text abore^ another Sir William Clopton 
in tills window ; and as it is unlikely that there woold be two portraits of the name 
perHoii, it is probable that the other was his father, who was also Sir William Clopton, 
atid who is recorded as baring sold his Uawstead property in 1410. 

" F** Window North Side from the West. 
" In the upper part Howard impaling Oxford, in their coat armour, 
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under which is written, * Orate pro bono statu D^ Howa/rdf ac pro 
Domina uxore sua.* Li the lower parts thereof three Gloptons 
kneeling, subscribed, ' Walterius Clopton, MUes. — Thomas dopton. Miles. 
— Far- Ohpton de Ashendan, ArmigerJ " 

The portrait of EUzabetH Howardy who married the Earl of Oxford, is now in the 
east window, and will be notioed in its place. Her husband's portrait is lost The three 
Qopton portraits are probably Walter Clopton, who married Alice ntzHngh and Ivetta 
de Weylimd, and who died 1325-6; and his sons, Sir William Qopton, who married 
Mary Cockerel and Ivetta Grey, and who died 1376-7 (he bought Newenham Manor, in 
Ashdon, Essex) ; and Sir Thomas Olopton, who married Katherine Mylde, and who died 
1383. The line of Sir William, the elder brother, became extinct in his grandchildren. 

" FP* Window North Side from the West. 

** In the npper parts, in coat armour, kneeline, three effi^es, 
whereof two are supposed to be the same man, and m the middk of 
them his wife, under them is written ' Orate pro bono statu D* Thomm 
Montgomsry, MUitiSf ae pro D^ Dame FhiUippe uxore suaJ In the 
underpart is Sir Thomas Olopton between his two wives, one the 
daughter of Walter Glopton and the other tiie daughter of — Mylde.** 

The portrait of Sir Thomas Montgomery is now in the east window. Sir Thomas 
01o|3«oo, cf KentweU and Latou^ was twice married. The fixit wife, who was baried in 
CSiipfey Friaey, cannot be identified, but that she was a daughter of any Wlaiitt Olopton 
b improbable. The second wi£% whose portrait is nowin the east window, was Kathenne 
If ykie» who brooght KentweU to her bosband. 

••m* Window North Side from the West. 

*'In the upper parts are the effigies of three judges, thus subscribed : 
' Pray for the good state of William Howard^ Uhi^ Justice of England^ 
and for Richard Picot and John Haugh^ Justices qf the Law.* 

*' In the lower parts are Sir William ClopUm between his two wives, 
Margery Drury and Margery Francis, — ^IJnder the said William is written 
* ir* Cifpton^ Arm.fiUus et hrrei^ Tlioitue Olopton^ MUitis; * and under the 
first w lie is written, * Uxor W* Clopfon, Filia Drury ^ and under the second, 
Uxor W ClopUm, Filia et ha^res Ulle Francis:'' 

Tlie portndts of WHliam Howard and Bichaxd ^^goi are now in the ea^t ^-indow. 
Jolm 1 laugh, or Hawts^ is now in tho south-west window. This 6ir William Clc^toa 
is th<- jierson whose fecombent effigy is in the r o e e s>ed moral tomb by the north 
chancel door. He died AngUHt, 144 G. His first wife was Maigery, daughter of Sir 
Roger Drury, of Ron|^iam, Knight : sho died 1420. The second wife wsm Margery, 
daughter of Hellas Ftmaa^ of Norfolk : she died 1424. 

«• FIIZ* Window North Side from tlie West. 

**In the upper panes, lleinsforth between his two wives, under whom 
is written, * Oraie pro bono statu LaarentU Reinfforfh mHitls et D^ 
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Ewngerford^ et ElysdbetJuB Reinsforth, uxor. suaru\ et filioru* siwr* et 
filicru* suaru\* In the lower panes nothing." 

This Lady HuDgerford was Lady Ann Tercy, daugbter of that Earl of Northumber- 
land who was killed at the battle of St Albans, 1455. She mairied, fint. Sir Thomas 
Hongeifoid, Eiiigbt; secondly, Sir Laurence Reinsforth, Knight; and thirdly. Sir Hugh 
Yanghan, Knight. 

" JZ* Window NoHh 8idefr(m the West. 

'' In the upper part, three women in their coats of arms, having the 
following inscnption, viz. : * Pray for the soul of Dame Annes Frey^ and 
s^edoXbyfor Dame Margaret Leynam^ and for the good state ofEljisabeth 
Walgrave.^ In the lower parts are two Cloptona, and the w^e of one of 
them, Joane Marrow" 

Dame Aimes Fray's portrait, together with those of her daughters, Leynham and 
WaldegraTO, are now in the soath-west window : her maiden name was I^Nrnven^ and she 
married three times. Krst^ Sir John Fray, Lord Chief Baron c^ the Exdieqner ftom 
1486 to 1448, by whom she had two daoghters, — Maxgaret, married to Sir John Leynham, 
Eji%ht : ahe firanded a chantiy in the ohoreh of St Barthdomew-the-Less (near the 
Ez^angsX London, 1481-2. The seoond daof^ter, Elisabeth, married Sir Thomas 
WaldenaTS^ who was knighted hv King Edward IV. at the battle of Towton, 1461. 
Ladr rnj married, seoondlr, John, Lord Wenlock, who was slain at the battle of 
Tewkesbuxy, 1471. Her thud husband was Sir John Say, Kni^t. By her will, of 
whidi John dopton is one of the ezeoator% she diraots that a << priest shall sisg fiir the 
•onls of my Lord Wenlobk, Sir John Frar, and Sir John Say, my husbands.** Of the 
two doptons in the lower part, one is I& ^niliam Gloptop, of KentweQ, Knight, who 
mairied twioe, Um firrt wife being Joane, dan|^ter of wiDuun Harrow, of Sti^oej, in 
the ooantj of Hiddlesez, dtiaen and aldennan of London, and Lord 1^7^ 1455. The 
large monumental dafa^ with one shield remaining^ bearing the arms «f CSopton impaling 
Harrow, used to be in the floor of the chanoel, in front « the tomb of his fiitber, John 
ClopUm ; bat in the restoiation of the ohoich this* slab was moved to the north aisle 
(towards the west end theraof). There is a brass of one of their diildrai still in the floor 
of the aopton dianoel, tIl their third son, Bobert, a priest, who died 15Sa-L Sir William 
Clopton's second wife was Thomaane, eldest dau^ter of Thomas Eneret, and sbter and 
hdress to Edward Knevist^ of Stanwey, Essex. In the Qopton dianod there ii a reiy 
perfect bi-ass of the seoond son by this wife Tbomazine Knevet^ F^nands Cloptoo, with his 
aims iiii]ialing those of his irift Bridget, daughter of Sir Bobert Crane. Frauds Cl«>pton, 
who was of Groton, Snffidk^ made a will dateil 2ud Febraary, 1058. 



•«Z* Window North Side from West. 

'' In the upper parts Balph Jvslin in his Lord Mayor's habit, with 
Clifford and his foife in their coat armour, and under them is \n*itteu, 
* Fray for the soul of Rolf JosUv^ twice Mayor of London: and for the 
good estate of Robert Clifford and Dame Elizabeth his wife.* — ^In the lower 
parts, Elizabeth ClopUm^ between her two husbands, John Gedneij^ 
Mayor of LondoUi and Robert Cavendish, sergeant-at-law. — ^TJnder them 
is written, * Orate p* aWa* Joannis Gedney, Mayoris Civitatis Londinensis 

Roberti Cavendish et Elyzahethe uzoris ejus ac 

armigy^ 
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Balph Joalin was Lord Matot of London in the year 1462 or 1464, and again in 
1476. He married Elizabeth Barley, who afterwards remarried Sir Robert Clifford. She 
and Balph Joalin are now in the north-west window. Sir Robert Clifford is in the east 
window. Elizabeth Clopton, daughter of Sir William Clopton, by Margery Francis, was 
bom 1423-4. For her mother married 1420-2, and had two children, John, bom 1422-3, 
and this daa^ter Elizabeth, in childbirth witii whom she perhaps died, as idie was buried 
in 1424. 

•*XP* Window North Side f rem the West. 

** In the upper parts Montgomery and Darcy^ and the effigies of two 
females in their coat armour ; viz. Tyrell, Argent two chrevrons azure 
within a border engrailed, impaling Darcy, under whom is written,. 
* Oraie jp' bono statu Annw Montgomerie et p' aH^aJms Ifnm Elinors 
TyreU, et Margarette TyreU ds ...... orum amicorum suorum.* 

Lower part three effigies ; John Harliston and Alice his wife, and a 
Clopton, [?] under whom is written, * Orate vro aH^ahus Joannis 
Harlistoni senioris^ et Alicia^ uxoris ejus^ fiUce IF"* Clopton^ et pro a^i'a 
Joannis Harlistoni JUius et hasres.* *' 

The shields of Montgomery and Dar^ and lyrell and Darcj are now in the east 
window. Anne Montgomery is now in the sonth^west window. 

Dame Blaigaret ^reU was a danghter of Robert Darpj, and Dame EUnore lyrell 
was ber sister. They married uncle and nephew. Thej were sLsters of John Clonton's 
wife, Alice Darcy. Maigaret's name only is written under the figure of Elinor, now In the 
north*weBt window, in Uie lower part. Alice Harleston was daughter of Sir William 
Clopton and Margery Drury, and was probably bom jtbout 1410. From the inscription 
under them, it appears likely that the third person with them is wrongly deaoribea es a 
Clopton, but was intended for the son, John Ilariestoo, junior. 

" XII^ Window North Side from the West. 

'' In the small upper parts are coats of arms ; insure an estoile with 
six points argent for Ogard, impaling Argent on a fess between three 
cross crosslets fitched gules, an escallop of the field, for Crane ^ and a 
coat of Drury impaling Crave. Under them in the upper panes are 
tbri^^ effigies, viz. Robert Craii'\ between his wife Ann n,mrd and 
anotliir woman.— In the lower ])anes are three effi|^<'F, vya. John 
iMhSifvii and Catherine his wife, and their only dau^lit^r Jfivw Ann 
Jiron^httm. On Denston's coat i^, Argent on a chevron mhU' n cross 
cross It t of the fidd, for Veiist'V, quartering Aznre, two lions passant, 
g:ir«iaiit. Or, for Wavttm. — On tlie first woman, Catherine Denston, the 
same arms impaling Clopton — on tlio second woman, Ann liron^rhton, 
tbe same impaling. Argent a chevron gules, on the vpp<T ]»nrt two 
torteauxes, on the lower part a mullet gales for Brought on« under 
whom is written, ^ Orate pro nhrunt J'Hinnis Denston el pt't f*^'ho $tatu 

C*filierihC€ iutor ejus fili(B Cb'pton arm. ac Antia- l^rtifghfoa 

filfir et haredis pYaf Jo*ninis ef Catlur'niCB.^ ** 

The trms of Ogaitl and Cnoey asl the portraits of Crane and his wif«*, are now ia 
tte east window. 
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Catherine, the wife of John Denston, of Denston Hall, Suffolk, waa the daughter of 
Sir William Clopton and sister of John Olopton, and her only daughter, Ann, married 
Sir John Broughton, Knight The portrait of John Denston is now in the east window. 

" XIII"^ Window NoHh Side from the West. 

** In the upper panes, Peyton between his two wives, Margaret 
Bernard and Margaret Franceys^ under whom is written, * Orate pro 
a*€ahu8 Thomce Peyton, Aimig. Senior; et MargarettcB et Margarettce 
uxor' suarum.^ In the under panes are Boohvood between his two wives, 
Hilton and Clopton^ in their coat armour ; under them is written, * Uxor 
WiUi Boohvood, Thomce Boohvood, uxor Thomve Boohvood jiL. de Hilton, 
JUice Willi Boohvood, filial Joannis Clopton J '' 

Sir Thomas Peyton is in the great east window. 

Thomas Rookwood is now in the aonth-west window. The above transcript of the 
inscription under him appears to be a jamUe, and is probably incorrect. Ann Qopton, 
daughter of John Olopton, married Thomas Bookwood of Stanningfield, who was liTing 
in 1475. 

" XIV^ Window NoHh Side from tJie West. 

'' In the upper panes three Archangels, St. Gabriel, St. Michael, and 
St. BaphaeL Li tiie lower panes^ Thomas Curson, of BilUngford, between 
his two wives in coat annour, and under them is written, ' Uxor Thomve 
Curson. Thom^is Curson Armiger^ uxor Thorns Curson Arm.fUius Joannis 
8coynford,fUvus et hastes Joannis Curson — Joannis Clopton Arm.* *' 

Two of the archangels are now in the west windows. 

As to the inscription it appears all jumbled* and should read thua. Under one wife^ 
** Uxor Thom» Cuiaon, Arm., nlia Joannis Scojmford ;* under Thomas Ciuvon of Billing- 
ford, who died 151 1, should be^ ^ Thomas Cumon, Armiger, filius et heres Joannis Curson ; " 
and under the other wi£% ** filia Joannis Clopton, Amuger." She was Dorothy, daughter 
of John Qopton, and sister of Ann Rookwood, c^the prerious window. 

''XV^ Window North Side from the West. 

''In the upper panes are S^ tint Ductus mth his left hand lifted 
up — Saint Franascusnoldinfr with both hands a book open, and in the 
bend of his right arm a staff advanced with a cross on the to]). — Petrus 
Mill'\ — Under them is written, * Orate pro anima Ellzahetluv. Dmry et 

Henrici Hardman ei Milli Twaytes * In tlie lower 

pan( s are, Saint Qeorge with his red cross on his right arm and on his 
armonr — A Priest with censer in his right hand and taper in bis left; 
and under is writteny ' Orate ]tro hoiw statu Joannis Story, et Joannis 
St'irniard, Clerieorum et Benefw^lnrum' " 

John Stoiy was rector from 1470 to 1474. 

''XVT^ Window North Side from the West. 
" In the upper panes Saint Andreas with his cross — the Blessed 
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Virgin^ with our Saviour in her lap as taken from the Cross with the 
Crown of Thorns on his head, and the print of the nails in his feet. — 
Saint Gyles with a crozier on his hand, and at his feet, Saint JSgiditts^ 
and under that is written, * Laudes D*ni in JEtemum cantabo — Orate 
pro anima nuigistri Egidii Dent, quondam Rectoris hujus Ecdestce.' In 
the lower parts only white glass.'* 

Egidios, or Giles Dent, was presented to the living of Melford by Abbot Richard 
Hengham of Bury, 8th April, 1474. He died as rector, 1484. 

" XFII"^ Window NoHh Side from the West. 

** In the upper panes are Saint Ostoold/us, and under his feet a shaven 
monk. — Saint Edmundus — Saint Edwardus; and under these two are 
two mitred Abbots, viz. Hengham and Rawlesdon, Abbots of Bury ; and 
under them is written, * Ovale pro anima Edwardi [?] Hengham nuper 
Abbaiis de Bury : et pro bono statu R. Rawlesdon Abbatis : et Wei Norton.^ 
In the lower parts only white glass.*' 

The monk nnder St Oswald was Richard Norton. 

The effigy of St Edmund, with Abbot Richard Hengham (not Edward, as in the 
text) nnder him, u now in the east window. Abbot Richard Hengham died 1479, and 
was succeeded by Abbot Robert Raodesden, as usually spelt, thou|^ here called Rawleadon. 

'' XFIir^ Window NoHh Side from the West. 

*^ In the upper part, Saint Anna with a child in her hand supposed 
to be the Blessed Virgin, her daughter — The Virgin Mary with Crown 
and Sceptre and her son the blessed Jesus in her arms — At their feet, 
under three coats of arms, is written, ' Elizahethm Ducissw SuffolcuB.^ " 



Having thus described 11 lo windows as they were recorded to 
remain in 1688, notice must now be taken of the present east window, 
and of the two west windows, into the former of which in 1328, and 
tlie latter in 1862, all that rtinained of the old glass iu tbo church 
was collected and arranged. Of the glorious old plass in the east 
window, which Dr. Bisbie says was mmous for its iniagoiy, none 
remained even in his time. AVIuther it succumbed to tbc iconoclastic 
zeal of the early Reformers, or was destroyed by the Puritans, there is 
no certain knowledge ; but William Dowwng, the parliamentary visitor 
a])pointed for demolishing the su])er8titious pictures and ornaments of 
cliurches in Suffolk in 1643, 16-14, makes no mention of Alolford in 
his jonrnal of his sweepinj:: destruction of church glass and other 
memorials around here ; thouj^h, as regards many neighbouring parishes, 
he records works of demolition, as iu Sudbury, Comard, Glemsford, 

I 2 
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Clare, and others. He had, however, several deputies under him, and • 

Eossibly they may have visited Melford : perhaps the visitor here may 
ave been Mr. Westthorp, of Hunden, a godly man, who was appointed 
a deputy. 

Dowsing, in his Diary, records, as to parishes inunediately adjoin- 
ing and near this place, as follows : — 

Dowsing* 8 Diary, 1643. 

" We brake down at Sudbury, Peter's Parish, a picture of God 
the Father, 2 crucifixes, and pictures of Christ, about an hundred in 
all^ and divers angels, 20 at leasts on the roof of the church. 

** Gregory Parish, Sudbury. — ^We brake down 10 mighty great 
angels in glass : in all 80. 

**AWuiUows (AU SaifUs) Sudbury. — ^We brake about 20 super- 
stitious pictures^ and took up 80 brazen superstitious inscriptions, 
* era pro nobis,' and * pray for the soul.' 

** Haverhill — ^1643. — ^We brake down about an hundred super- 
stitious pictures : and one of seven Fryars hugging a Nunn : and 
divers others veiy superstitious; and 200 others nad been broke 
down before we came. 

*' Clare. — ^We brake down 1000 pictures superstitious : — I brake 
down 200 : 8 of Ood the Father, and 8 of Christ and the Holy Lamb, 
and 8 of the Holy Ghost like a Dove with wings. And the 12 Aposties 
were carved in wood on the top of the Boof^ and 20 Cherubims, which 
we gave order to take down. And the sun and moon in the east 
window by the King's arms to be taken down. 

** Camard Ma^gna.-^^I took up 2 inscriptions * pray for our souls,' 
&c. John Pain, churchwarden, for not paying nor doing his duty, I 
charged Henry Turner, the constable, to carry him before the Earl of 
^laiichester. 

** Glemsford. — We brake down many pictures, one of God the 
Father, and a picture of God the Holy Ghost in brass." 

Altogether he records, in only a part of Suffolk, the destruction 
of nearly 7,000 pictures in stained glass, besides many broken before 
liis visit to the lurches by Puritans of the parishes. 

It seems, however, unlikely that Dowsmg, if he had visited Mel- 
f(»r(l and destroyed glass therein, would have omitted the mention of so 
important a church in his elaborate diary: and yet we know that 
many pictures of saints and other sacred subjects (some of \N'hieh stiU 
exist), besides the historical portraits, had survived the WTeck of the 
Ifebellion, 

Perhaps those deemed the most superstitious, including the whole 
of the east window, were defaced in 1579, by Firmin of Sudbury, who 
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^was employed for the purpose, or had been abeady destroyed by the 
earlier ReK)nners, of whom Weever thus speaks ; — 

** Towards the end of the reigne of Henry Ylll. and throughout 
the whole reigne of Edward YI., and in the beginning of Queene 
Elizabeth, certaine persons of e^ery county were put in authority to 
pull downe, and cast out of all churches, roodes, graven images, shnnes 
with their rehques, to which the ignorant people came flocking in 
adoration : or any thing else which tended to idolatry or superstition. — 
Under color of their Commission, and in their too forward zeale, they 
rooted up and battered downe crosses in churches and churchyards, 
as also m other public places,* they defaced and brake downe the ' 
images of Kings, Princes, and Noble estates, erected, set up, or portraied 
for the only memory of them to Posterity, and not for any rehgious 
honor ; they crackt a-pieoes the glass windows wherein the effigies of 
our blessed Savior hailing on the Cross, or any one of his saints was 
depictured ; or otherwise turned up their heels into the place where 
their heads used to be fixed : as I have seen in the windows of some 
of our country churches. They despoiled churches of their copes, 
vestments, amices, rich hangings, and all other ornaments whereupon 
the story or the portraiture of Christ himself, or of any saint or martyr 
was delineated, wrought, or embroidered : leaving Religion naked, bare, 
and unclad. 

*' But the foulest and most inhuman action of those times was the 
violation of funeralle monuments. Marbles which covered the dead 
were digged up, and put to other uses ; tombs hackt and hewne a- 
pieces : images or representations of the defunct, broken, iarased, cut, 
or dismembered, inscriptions or epitaphs, especially if they began with 
an Orate pro animal or concluded with cujun animcc pivpitietur Deus. 
Sepulchres for greediness of the brass despoiled, notwithstanding this 
request cut or engraven upon them, propter mUericordiam Jesu rcquiescat 
ill Paee^ 

Deplorable as had thus been the loss of beautiful glass before 
Dr. Bisbie catalogued the figures still existing in his day, it will be seen 
to what a small remnant tliis church glass had been fux tlicr rc^luced by 
carelessness and wanton destruction in the subsequent loO years. It 
will hardly be credited that even towards tho middle c>t the present 
century, these treasures of art were not only taken out and thrown 
away as old rubbish, but that dunng repairs scaflbld-poIcN wei-e pushed 
tlirough them, in order that what was called the didi/ old yUibs might 
bo replaced with new white coninion glazing. 

Among the figures saved are some probably of as «;reat interest 
as can be found in England. 

* It was the Parlianientary ruritans, liowever, who destmycd the ctx>ss on Melford 
Green, for it was standing' later than the year 1615. But Uie Beforuiers de.stit>yed our 
churcljyard cross, and sold its (ngmeiits iu 1547. 
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The East Window, in its present restored state, is foil of stained • 
glass, and the portraits in it are of great value. All the secular figures 
kneel, and face towards the middle light, as if in adoration of the central 
figure of the Virgin and our Saviour. 

In the lesser lights at the top are small figures, and several coats 
of arms of distinguished personages. 

There are shields of arms of TyreU and Darqy ; of Montgomery and 
Darcy ; of Clifford and Barley ; of Edward the Confessor; of Stafford 
and Beaufort (being the arms of the Lady Maargaret, Countess of 
Richmond, and her second husband. Sir Harry Stafford — she married 
thirdly Thomas Lord Stanley); of Sulyard quartering Gude and 
impalmg Andrews, for Sir John Sulyard, Lord Chief Justice, who died 
1516, and Ann his wife, daughter of John Andrews, of Bailham ; 
De la Pole impaling Plantagenet, for John de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, 
who died 1491, and his wife, sister of the kings Edward lY. and 
Richard III. ; of Crane and Ogard ; of Josceline and Barley. 

The small figures in the upper lights are an abbot or bishop 
mitred — ^probablv one of the abbots of Burv; St. Osyth with her 
head in her hand ; St. Etheldreda, or St. Osyth ; an angel with a cross 
on his head ; an abbot or bishop (probably an abbot of Bury) ; 
Edward the Confessor; an abbot (probably of Bury) ; a female saint 
(|)erhap8 St. Osyth) ; St. Harv Magdalene; St. John the Evangelist, 
with a cap ; the Virgin and Child ; St. Andrew; St. Peter ; an angel. 

In tne greater lights, commencing on the south side, at top, is 
Robert Crane of Chilton, near Sudbury, m his coat armour ; under him 
is John Denston, of Denston Hall, Suffolk, witli the arms of Denston 

guartering Walton on his coat He married Catherine, daughter of 
ir William Clopton, and sister of old John Clopton. 

At the bottom of this compartment is Richard Pygot, a judge. 
He was made Seijeant-at-law the 4th of Edward IV. This portrait 
formerly stood with Ilownrd and Hawte, in one of the north windows, 
where they were described in the old inscription under them as ** Judges 
of the Law." Howard is now in this east window; Hawte is in the 
north-west window. Sir W'm. Dugdale says, in his dlarv, 3rd February, 
1664, "Paid to M' Hollar, for the pictures of the judges at Long 
Melford 4«-*' (This was for his " Origines Juridlaolsr of which 
almost all the copies were destroyed in the great firo of London.) 

In the next compai-tmcut, the upper fi<^re is Anne, the wife 
of Robert Crane, and dauf^liter of Sir Andrew Ogard, Knight^ of 
Buckenham, in Norfolk, in her surcoat of arms. 

Under her is Sir Thomas Montgomery, Knight of the (barter, of 
Faulkboume Hall, Essex, a person of great importance in his day. By 
his mil, dated 1489, he directs his bodv to be buried in the Abbey of 
the Tower-hill, ami that the body of Dame Philippa, his wife, shaU be 
removed from Faulkboume to the Tower-hill, to oe laid by him ; and 
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'he appoints Jolin Clopton one of his executors. He is dressed in his 
coat armour. 

Under him, at the bottom of this compartment, is the standing 
figure of a saint, armed with a sword and dagger. The only remains 
of inscription about him is Psr. Mills., with a small figure of a nun 
kneeling at his feet. In the record of 1688 there are named in three 
compartments of one window, St. Ducius, St. Franciscus, and Petrus 
Mille. In the upper part of the next, which is the centre compart- 
ment, is St. Andrew with his cross. 

Under him is the central figure of the window — ^the Virgin . 
Mary, with our Saviour, as taken down from the cross, lying on her 
lap, while awaiting interment. This subject, commonly called our Lady 
of Pity, is often to be found in 15ih century glass. At Woolpit there 
is a somewhat similar pamting which may indicate the date and cost 
of this one ; for in 1477 Amy Fen bequeathed 20 shilling and 20 
pence, and two bushels of malt, to make the painting in gisM of our 
Lady of Pify for the east window of the church of Woolpit. The 
picture in Melford Church is a curious one, and is of very coarse and 
rude execution, as compared with the rest of Uie glass. The counte- 
nance of the Saviour is very repulsive, and his disproportionate fig^ure 
is altogether hideous. His bodv is speckled all over with once red, 
but now black, triple drops of blood, emblematic of the Trinity in the 
bloody sweat; and though the wounds of the nails in his feet, and of 
the spear in his side, are duly represented, the artist appears to have 
omitted the wounds in the hands. At his feet kneels a small figure of 
a man in a furred blue gown, with a ring on each of his thumbs, but 
with no other distinctive mark, and under him is the inscription, — 
*'Nomen Domini benedicatur." From his dress and rinn be was 
apparently a person of some consideration, and possibly ttie prer of 
the glass. 

Under this » a noblo and very finely-drawn standrng figure of 
St. Edmimd, crowned, witli sceptre in one hand, and an arrow in the 
other, and with a smcU fi;njrc of a mitred Abbot of Dury (perfams 
Riclu^ Hengfaam, who del 1479) kneeling at his feet ; and under taa 
Abbot the inscription, " Or.re p. a. Abbatis do Buri/* 

In the next comf>: rtTaent towards the nortli, at the top, is 
Elizabeth, dan;^iter of Sir John Howard, KnigLt, anc] wi& of John, 
12th Eari c€ OxfonL I'l 1 ^2l her husband, htAng tLca a ward, and 
having married her wit:K*i;t license, was oUiged U} pay £2,000 into 
the Exchecper to obtain jrtrdon for the marriage. On tlie accession of 
Edward IV^ in 1461, her fjticlKiiid, and their son AnWtjx de Vere, were 
ljeht?2ded with others on Tower Hill, on the charge of* corr^j^pooding 
ii-itli Mai^^aret of Anjou ; bat their friend in trouble, 3ohu Clopton, 
escaped ^eir fate, and VifAufled them in hh mefoorial wiudo^^. But, 
alas ! only the portrait of the lady now rennatnii. 
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Next under her is Sir Robert Clifford, Knight of the Body to 
Henry VII,, son of Thomas, Lord Clifford, ancestor of the Earls of 
Cumberland, by Joanna, daughter of Thomas, Lord Dacre, of Gilles- 
land. Sir Robert Clifford was the first person of any importance 
who appeared in support of Perkin Warbeck. In the north-west 
window is his wife, Elizabeth Barley, near her first husband. Sir Ralph 
Joscelyn, Lord Mayor of London. 

Under Cliffora is a standing figure of a saint, who may be 
St. ^gidius, with a small figure, perhaps of GKles Dent, once parson 
of Melford, and one of the active restorers of the church (whose name 
is inscribed on the battlements), kneeling at his feet. But the identify 
of these two figures seems uncertain. Perhaps this figure may be 
St. Oswold, with Richard Norton under him. 

Li the next compartment, which is that on the north side, the 
upper figure is Thomas Peyton, High Sheriff of Cambridge and 
Huntingdon, 21st and Slst Henry YI., and 17ih Edward lY. He 
married Miurgaret, daughter of Sir John Barnard, of Isleham, in 
Cambridgeshire, by whidi match the Isleham estate was acquired hj 
the Peyton family. He rebuilt the church of Isleham. Her portrait 
is in the south-west window. 

Under him is Catherine Mvlde, wife of Sir Thomas Clopton, 
and grandmother of old John dlopton, by whom the Clopton mmily 
acquired the Kentwell estate. She was bSbo the ancestress of a much 
greater family; for her second husband was Sir "^miliam Tendring, of 
Tendring HsJl, in Stoke by Na^land, Suffolk, by whom she had one 
child, Alice Tendring, who married Sir John Howard, Knight. Alice 
Tendring was a ^reat heiress, and her grandson, John Howard, was 
the first l)uke of Xforfolk of that fiemiily, who was killed at the battle 
ofBosworth, 1485. 

Under her is Sir TVilliam Howard, described in the ancient in- 
scription as **Cheff Just is of Englond." From him the Howards of 
tlie present day are deseentU^d. This portrait has been engraved. 

In the north-east wimlow a few SrsgmeatB of old glass have been 
placed, consisting of small figures and ooats of arms, one of which is 
D'Ewes impaling Clopton.* 

The two fcest icindotrs were filled in 1862-3 with all that remained 
of the old painted glass in tlie church, some of which vms much broken. 
In their present state they are once again not only beautiful, but, like 
the east window, most valuable as a splendid collection of historical 
portraits. They contain as follows : — 

* The detcriptions of thene figures and tbose in the west windows have been mainly 
extracted from the account pnblished by Mr. Almack, F.S.A., in 1853. 
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West Window, South Side. 

All the minor tracery at the top is filled with small figures and 
saints, angels, and some coats of arms. 

In the first lar^ light on the sorUh side of the window there is at 
top a small figure of a saint over the portrait of Anna, wife of Sir John 
Brou^hton. She was the only daughter of John Denston and Catherine 
his wife, who was daughter of Sir William, and sister of John Clopton. 
She is dressed in her coat of arms, and is described more fiilly in the 
12th north window firom the west. 

Next imder is a smsSl figure, and arms of Clopton and others. 

Next imder is John Haugh, justice of the law, in his robes. He 
was formerly kneeling with Howard and Pygot, ako judges, who are 
now in the east window. 

In the next light, at top, an angel. 

Next under is Margaret, wife of Thomas Peyton (who is in the 
east window). She was the daughter of Sir John Bernard, Knight, of 
Isleham, in Cambridc^eshire, which estate came to the Peyton family by 
this marriage. She has on her surcoat the arms of Bernard (juartering 
lilling. Part of her head was missing and was repaired, but it appears 
that t£e part of a lady's head in the bottom north comer of this window 
belonged originally to this portrait. 

Next under are Hie arms of East Anglia, the monogram of I. H. S., 
and other firaraients. 

Next under is Lady Howard. 

The centre lip^ht has at the^ very fine large figure of St. Michael 
the Archangel, with a sword. He is winged, and all portions of his 
limbs which are shown, except fiice, hands, and feet, are feathered. 
This was originally, with the figures of the other two archangels, 
St. Gabriel and St. Baphael, in the 14th window from the west, on the 
north side. 

Next under is Thomas Bookwood (Rokewode) in armour, with his 
shield of arms over him. He was living in 1475, and married Ann, 

daughter of John Clopton, and also Hilton. The ^\^ves' portraits 

are lost. They, with him, were originally in the 13tL ^vindow fix)m 
the west, on the north side. 

Next under is a lady, w ith the inscription beneath her of " Orate 
pro bono statu Annie Montgomere.*' She is dressed in her surcoat of 
arras. She was Anne Darcy, sister of John Clopton's wife, and married 
John Montgomery. She was buried in the Nuns' Choir of the Minories, 
without Aldgate, as will be noticed by the will of the Duchess of 
Norfolk, mentioned in the next window. 

In the next light, at top, there is an angel. 

Next under is a lady, with the inscription under her, ** Pray for 

K 
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D*^ Annes Pray." She is dressed in her surooat of arms. A full 
description of her has already been given in the account of the 
9th window from the west, on the north side. 

Next under are sundry emblems of the Triniiy, a small figure of 
the Resurrection, and badge of the White Rose. 

Next under is Lady Elisabeth Walgrave (Waldegrave), the daughter 
of the above Dame Annes Fray by her first husband; Sir John Fray ; 
she married Sir Thomas Waldegrave, who was knighted by King 
Edward lY. at the battle of Towton, 1461. She is dressed in her 
surcoat of arms. 

In the next light, at top, there is an angel. 

Next under is a man in his surcoat of arms (P), but without 
inscription under him. 

Next under are coats of arms and small figures/ &c. 

Next under is Dame Margaret Leynam (Leynham), daughter of 
Sir John and Lady Fray, who married Sir John Leynham, Eni^ht, and 
founded a chantrv in the church of St. Bartholomew-the-Less, in 
London. She is dressed in her surcoat of arms. 

Next under, amon^ other fi:tigments, is the fine head of a lady in 
a large homed coif (this appears to have been part of the head of 
Mari^u^t Lady Peyton), and a small head of a man crowned. 

North-west Window. 

In all the lesser lights in the upper tracery of the window are 
small figures of saints and various coats of arms. 

In the first large light on the south side of the window there is at 
top an angel. 

Next under is John Gedneyt Lord Mayor of London, in his robes^ 
He married Elizabeth, sister of John Clopton.* His portrait, with hers 
and her second husband's, Robert Gavendisli, was originally in the 
10th window firom the west, on the north side. 

Next under are various arms and other fiti^^ents. 

Next under, the wile of Thomas Sulyard, dressed in her surcoat 
of arms. 

Next under, a small figure and other fragments. 

Next Light. — At the top are coats of arms, &c. 

Next under is Dame Elinor Tyrell, and under her inscription is 
also the name of Margaret. These two ladies were daughters or Robert 
Darcy, and were John Clopton's sisters-in-law. They married uncle 
and nephew. This portrait, with that of Dame Margaret Tyrell, which 
is now lost, was originally in the 11th window fix)m the west, on the 
north side. Dame Margaret married William Tyrell, of Gipping, who 
was Sheriff of Suffolk 24tli of Henry VI., 1446-6, and she was the 
mother of Sir James Tyrell, Knight, Master of the Horse to Richard III., 
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who was beheaded 17th of Henry VIL, 1501-2. On the ancient chapel 
of Gipping, in Suffolk, are Sir James's arms, with those of his wife, 
daughter of Sir John Arundell, of Cornwall; and there is also an 
inscription on the chancel arch, ^' Pray for the soules of Sir James 
Tirell and Dame Ann, his wyf." He was supposed to have been the 
chief agent in the murder of the young princes in the Tower. Dame 
Elinor was the wife of Sir William Tyrell, Enight (nephew of her sister's 
husband), by whom she had Sir Thomas Tyrell, Knight Banneret, 
Sheriff of Essex 1482. She is dressed in her surcoat of arms. 

Kext imder are arms, the monogram M, and part of a small figure 
of Jesus wearing the crown of thorns. 

Next under is a lady, dressed in her surcoat of arms, imder whom 
is inscribed, '^ Orate pro D^ Denham." She was Elizabeth, daughter 
and heiress of Lord Titzwalter, and married John, Lord Dynham, 
Enight of the Garter, whom she survived, marrying secondly Sir John 
Batdiffe. Her portrait was originally, with Lora Dynham's, in the 
4th window fix)m the west on the north side. His is lost; it is described 
as being much defaced in 1688. Lord Dynham, by his will, dated 7th 
Januarv, 1505, desires his body to be biuied in the Abbey of Hartland, 
which he founded, if he died within 100 miles thereof; or otherwise in 
the Grey Friars, London. He gives to Elizabeth, his wife, 1,690 ounces 
of plate. 

Centre light, at the top, is an angel and emblem of the Triniiy. 

Next under is, a veiy fine large figure of St Gabrid the Archangd, 
feathered sinrilarly to that of St. Michael in the south-west window, 
with a trumpet in his hand. 

Next under is a fine portrait of Sir Thomas Glopton, Eiiight, in 
surcoat of arms. 

Next under is a fine fiiBgment of a crowned head, and a coat of 
royal arms. 

Next under are two ladies, kneeling at one desk, facing one another; 
and under them is inscribed : — 



Elizabeta 
Nat: Talbot 
duoissa norfolcij^: 



Euzateta 

Nat: Tilkey 

Ux : TiioM j: Howard. 



These portraits have been in Melford Ghurcli since about 1490 ; 
the inscriptions are modern, replacing the old ones, which were much 
broken ; out the arms on their dresses are entirely ancient, and are of 
importcmce to explain the confusion which has long continued respecting 
their identity. 

The second-named lady was Elizabeth Tilncy, daughter and heir 
of Sir Frederick Tilney, ana wife of Thomas Howard, Earl of Surrey, 
who commanded at the battle of Flodden, and was restored, in 1514, 
to the dukedom of Norfolk. 

Sir Hams Nicolas, in his " Testamenta Vestusta " (voL ii. p. 482), 

K 2 
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gives the wills of tliis Elizabeth, (so-called) Duchess of Norfolk. He 
says they are three in number. The first one of the 28th February, 
1472, was made when she was the widow of Sir Humphrey Bouchier. 
It begins, " I Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Frederick Tilney, &c." 
Her second will, of 8th May, 1472, adds to her description thus: 
** Dame Elizabeth Howard, daughter and heir of Frederick Tilney, and 
now wife of Thomas Howard, son and heir of John, Lord Howard, &c.'* 
The third wiil aMribiUed to her^ of the 6th November, 1506, proved 
28th June, 1507, was made, as was said, after her husband became Duke 
of Norfolk. She calls herself therein " Elizabeth, Duchess of Norfolk," 
and directs that she is to be buried as near as possible to the resting- 
place of her dearest friend in life : thus, she says, ** My body to be buri^ 
m the Nuns' quire of the Minories without Aldgate, nigh unto the place 
where Anne Montgomery is buried." On this third will the difficulty 
seems to hinge, as it was asserted that this ladv never became Duchess 
of Norfolk, but she was Countess of Surrey. The confusion arises from 
the fact that her husband's second wife was Agnes, daughter of Sir 
Hugh Tilney, of Boston, who proved her husband's will in 1524. It 
seems never to have' appeared to the different antiquaries that the 
Elizabeth, Duchess of Noifolk, who made her will in 1506, was not 
Elizabeth Tilney, but was Elizabeth Talbot, widow of the last Mowbray, 
Duke of Norfolk, who died 1475 ; and the arms on her dress in the 
portrait in Melford Church confinn this view. The arms of Talbot 
and Fitzalan are the same, gules, a lion rampant, or; except that 
Talbot has a border engrailed. This border is apparent in the picture. 
The cloak of Elizabeth Talbot, Duchess of Norfolk, has on it the coat 
of arms of Brotherton (the three lions of England, with a file of three 
points for difference), which were generallv used as the first quarter by 
i)oth Mowbrays and Howards descended trom Thomas of Brotherton^ 
son of King Edward L In this instance it is the only ooat given 
for the husband of this duchess, and would equally apply to a Mowbrav 
married to Talbot, or a Howard married to Fitzalan; but the amaU 
harder engrailed proves tlint this lad^ was a Talbot. 

Sir Humphrey Talbot, in his will dated 18th February, 1492, says : 
'' I will that a priest shall pray for my fiither and mother, and for the 
prosperity of my sister Elizabeth, Duchess of Norfolk." 

Jane Talbot, widow of Sir Humphrey, in lier will of the 10th 
January, 1505, says, ** My body to be buried in the Church of the Friars 
Elinors, without Aldgate, London, near to the placo where Anne, late 
wife of John Montgomery, Esquire, is buried. I will that a priest pray 
continuallv for the souls of me, my husband [other relations also 
mentioneal, and of Elizabeth, Duchess of Norfolk." 

Anne Montgomery, as already mentioned, was a Darcy,and there- 
fore akin to John Clopton. She was the wife of John Montgomery, 
brother to Sir Thoiias Montgomery, of Falkboume Hall, Essex* *This 
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Sr ThnwiMj in kb will of the 2Sth Julr, 14S9, mentions Jokn^ liis 
brotber, m^skws, *^ I will that a priest be fixmd to prar in the Abbej 
ci Tower HiD, nr the souls of m j &ther and mother, and of mj sister 
Amie Montgomeiy." He also appoints John Qopton one of his 
ezBcntors..^ 

In the next fight there are an angd and Tarioos fragments and 
coats of anns, and among them, Gopton impaKng Baraaidislon* 

Kezt mider is EKs^ieth, wife of Sir Bob^ Gliflford, Elnight, in 
her smooatof ann& He is in the east window* He was her second 
husband, for her maiden name was Elisabeth -Baiiej, and she married, 
first. Sir Balph Joeodyn (whose portrait is in the next fight of this 
window), wlfo was twice Lord luyor of London — 1462 or 1464, and 
in 1476. 

Next mider are shidds of arms, &c. 

Next under is Etisab^h Ladj Beinsforth, with inscription under 
her (r^erring to her husband), *' Orate pro bono statu Laurentii 
Beinsforth ;** and under this another inscription, *' et Dominad Huuton 
ford, fifia Ccxnitis Northumberland.'* LadjHuufferford was Lady Ann 
Percj, daughter of the Earl of Northumberiand killed at the battle of 
SL Albans, 1455. Her second husband was Sir Lawrence Beinsforth, 
Knight. (The original full inscription is giy^i in the 8th window, north 
side.) 

Next under is a lady dressed in a surooat of the arms of Clopton.* 

Next light. — In the upper part» St. Eatherine. 

Next under is Balf Joeselyn, Lord Major of London (mentioned 
in the last %ht), in his robes. 

Next under are arms and other firagments. 

Next under is a lady, with the inscription under her of '* Uxor 
Walteri Glopton, fifia Johes Picot, mfles.*' She was Efisabeth, daughter 
of Sir John Pygot, and married Sir Walter Clopton, of Topsfield Hall, 
Hadleigfa, third son of Sir Wilfiam Qoptou, Kuij^ht (who died 1876), 
by his wife, Ivetta Groy, 

Next under is a small figure and other fraginonts* 

Beautiful &csi miles, both in sise and colour, were taken with much 
care and hibour i'rom the portraits in these west mndows, as well as 
from those in the east wmdow, in 18G9-70, bv Mr. Charles Bailey,t 
which, it is to be hoped, may some day be published, though it will 
probably be necessary to greatly diminish their size. 

* To Mr. Almack'K heraldic genetlogictl research this correction of the errors m to 
the dachesBes of Korfolk is dne. 

t Tlie atitlior of an interesting work on Ancient Timber Houses, and other ardk«>o- 
logical publications. 
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Prom tliis account of the east and west windows it will be observed 
that the number of large figures remaining is now reduced to 45. The 
church contains 72 windows, and the Lady Chapel, vestay, and Kent- 
well Chapel, 19 more, making a total of 91 wmdows in this grand 
building ; and when they were all filled with stained glass, the larger 
subjects in them alone must have numbered between 500 and 600 figures, 
besides an immense number more in the smaller traceries. 

The following account of the state of the interior of the church 
before the Reformation was written by Mr. Roger Marfyn, of Melford 
Place, who described it as he personally remembered it, and also recorded 
some of the pre-Reformation ceremonials. The accoimt was transcribed 
in 1692 firom Mr. Martyn's old manuscript, by Mr. Jonathan Moor 
(schoolmaster of Melford), by order of Dr. Bisbie. In Dr. Bisbie's 
observations on this matter, he states his belief that Mr. Roeer Martyn 
died about the 23rd of El^beth, and that he, Dr. Bisbie, nad shown 
the transcript to Mr. Valentine Martyn. This mention of the supposed 
date of Mr. Roger Marty's death raises an apparent di£Bculty, for in 
the verified Martyn pedigrees there is no mention of a Roger who died 
about the 23rd of Elizabeth, 158f . Which Mr. Roger Martyn, then, 
was it who wrote the account? Old R<^ger, the Bencher, died in 
1542, and as the writer of the reminiscences mentions his grandfistther 
(the Squire at Mdford Place) being then living, who, in this Roger's 
case, would have been Laurence Martyn, who oied in 1460, he clearly 
was not the author of the account. The next of the name was that 
Roger's grandson and godson, Roger the Beousant^ who died 8rd 
August, 1615, aged 89, as inscribed on his brass; so that he would 
have been quite of an age in 1541-2 (the last years of his ffrandfather^B 
life) to remember the events of that period, which must nave been of 
the deepest interest to such stanch adherents of the old fJEuth as the 
Martvns. During the short return to Popery during the Marian period, 
this Rorar was church w^en firom 1554 to 155$, and it is probable 
that to him is to be attributed the account. The Mr. Valentine Martyn 
to whom Dr. Bisbie showed the transcript was bom 1644, and died 
1711, and was the groat-great grandson of old Roger the Recusant. 

*'Thb State of MELroRo Chubche and of our Ladib's Chaffbl at the 
Easte end, as I^ RoQBB ^Iabtyk, did know it. 

" Memorand : — At the back of the High Altar in the said Church 
there was a goodly mount, made of one neat Tree, and set up to the foot 
of the Window there,* carved very artificially with the Story of Christ's 

* There is still in the centre of the must wall, behind the present modern hideous 
reredoi^ a recess which reaches up to the foot of tlie east window, in which probably the 
centre part of this carving and the SaTionr'a cross were fitted and fixed. 

The old si>elling of this document has been modified throughout. 
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passion ; representisg the horsemen with their swords, and the foot- 
men, &c., as they used Christ on the Moimt of Calvaiy, all being fair 
gilt, and lively and beautifully set forth. To cover, and keep clean all 
tiie which, there were very fair and painted boards, made to shut to, 
which were opened upon hi^h and solemn Feast days, which then was 
a very beautiM show. Which painted Boards were set up again inix 
Queen Mary's time. At the North end of the same altar, there was a i 
goodly tilt Tabernacle, reaching up to the roof of the chancel, in the i 
which there was one large fair gilt image of the Holy Trinity ^ being Y 
Patron of the Church ; besides other fsir moAges. — ^The like Tabemacle^l^ 
was at the South end. 

'* There was also in my He called * Jesus He,* at the back of the 
altar,* a table with a crucifix on it, with the two thieves hanging, on 
every side one, which is in my house decayed, and the same I hope my 
heires will repaire, and restore again one oay. — ^There was also two fair 
tilt tabernacles fix)m the ground up to the roofe, with a fair image of 
Jesus in the tabernacle at the North end of the Altar,t holding a round 
bawle in his hand, signifying I think that he containeth the whole round 
world : and in the tabemade at the South End there was a fair ima^e 
of our Blessed Lady having the afflicted body of her dear Son, as he 
was taken down off the C&oss lying along on her lap, the tears as it 
were running down pitifully upon her bosiutiful oheeKB, as it seemed 
bedewinff the said sweet body of her Son, and therefore named the 
Image ofcwr Lady of Pity. 

'* There was a fair Bood Loft with the Bood ; t Mary and John of 
every side, and with a fair pair§ of ornns standing thereby; which 
Loft extended all the breadth of the Ghurch, and on Gk)od Friday a 
Priest then standing by the Bood, sang the Passion. The side thereof 
towards the body of tiie Church, in 12 partitions in boards, was £Edr 
painted with the images of the 12 Apostles. All the roof of the Church 
was beautified with fair gilt stars. Finally in the vestry where there 

* This refen to the altar in tbe IhiiTn ChapeL The table Imto qxik«n of wm 
pfobaUr a oarred and paint^il wooden «ltai>piaoe, or reredos. 

t There wero nevenil idtara in the ehnrdi; viz., the Ifigh Altar, the above-named 
Jetua AlUr, St. Kdmuixis Altar, John HiU'e Altar, Mr. Clopton'a Altar, 8t Anne*a 
Altar, and perbapa othei-s. 

X Fuller tlioH descrll^cs the ancient roods : — ''The Uood waa an image of Christ on 
the Cron, made generally of wood, and erected in a loft for tliat purpose^ joat over the 
passage oat of the chui-cli into the chanoei And wot you what spiritoal myateiy was 
coadMd in this |>oeitioii thereof} The church, forsooth, t\']d6ed the Choroh militant; 
the dianoel repreaenta the Church triumphant; and all wJio will pass out of the former 
into the latter must go under the rood4oft ; that is, carry the cross, and be acquainted 
with affliction. I add this the ratheri because Harpafield, that gi-eat scholar, who might 
be preaomed knowing in his own art of auperstition, coufesseth himself ignorant of the 
reason of the rood situation." 

{ Old organs were generally ]K>rtableb and for this reason were constructed divisible 
in two {mrttt : hence called a pair of organs. 
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were many rich Copes and Suits of Vestments, there was a fair presa 
with fair large doors to shut to, wherein there were made devices to 
hang on all the Copes, without folding or firumpling of them, with a 
convenient distance the one from the other. In the Quire was a fair 
painted frame of Timber, to be set up about Maimday Thursday, with 
holes for a number of fair tapers to stand in before the Sepulchre, and 
to be lighted in Service time. Sometimes it was set overthwart the 
Quire before the Altar. The Sepulchre being always placed and finally 
garnished at the North End of the High Altar, between that and 
Mr. Clopton's little Chappel there, in a vacant place of the wall, I think 
upon a tomb of one of his ancestors : the said fi-ame with the tapers 
was set near the steps going up to the said altar4 Lastly it was used 
to be set up, all along by Mr. Clopton's He, with a door made to go 
out of the Bood loft into it. 

*' Upon Palm Sunday the Blessed Sacrament was carryed in pro* 
cession about the Churchyard under a fair canopy borne by 4 yeomen. 
The Procession coming to the churchgate went westward, and they 
with the Blessed Sacrament went eastward : and when the Pk^ocession 
came against the door of Mr. Clopton's Be, they with the Blessed 
Sacrament, and with a little bell and singing, approached at the East 
end of our Ladie's Cha{)el, at which time a dot with a thing in his 
hand pointed to it, signifying a prophet as I tnink, sang standing on 
the tyrett,* that is on the said Mr. Clopton's lie door, lEece Bex tuus 
venit^ &c., and then all did kneel down, and then rising up went and met 
the Sacrament, and so then went singing together into tne Church, and 
coming near the Porch a boy or one of ike Clerks, did cast over among 
the boys, flowers, and sin^g cakes, &e.f 

« << On Corpus Christi day th^ went likewise with the blessed 
Sacrament in procession about the Church ereen in Copes, and I think 
also they went in Procession on Saint Mark s dav about the said green, 
with hand bells rin^ng before them, as they did about the bounds of 
the town in Rogation week, on the Monday ono way; on the Tuesday 
another way, on tho Wednesday another wa^-, praying for rain or fair 
weather as the time required ; having a dnnking and a dinner there 
upon Monday, being fast day : and Tuesday being a fish day they had 
abreak&st with butter and cheese, &c., at the Parsonage, t and a 

* The brick tower of the it)od-loft, which is of hitcr date than the rest of the 
ehfirai. 

t This was also called hoiieelling bread. Somere, in hin Tracts, aaja that einging 
cakes also served for the use of private mass, as meDtioned in one of Queen Eliaibeth's 
prodamationA, which directed that £ucfaari8tic bread waa to be made in laiger form than 
the singing cakes wliich were formerly used for private niafn. They derived their name 
from tlie £ict that tlieir making was generally accompanied by singing of a religioue 
character. 

X The old parsonage by Cranmoor. 
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drinking at Mr. Clopton's by Kentwell, at his manor of Lutons,* near 
the Ponds in the Park, where there was a little Chappel, I think of 
Saint Anne, for that was their longest perambulacion. Upon Wednesday- 
being fasting day they had a drinking at Melford Hall. All the Quire 
dined there, three times in the year at least ; viz. Saint Stephen's day, 
Midlent Sunday, and I think upon Easter Monday. — On Samt James s 
day. Mass bein^ sun^ then by note, and the organs going in Saint 
Jameses Chappel^ (which were brought into xny house with the Clock 
and bell that stood there, and the organs that stood upon the Rood 
Loft,) tJuU was then a little from the road.;\ which Chappel had been 
maintained by my ancestors : and therefore I will that my heires wlien 
time servci shall repair, place there, and maintain all these things again. 
There were also fair stooles on either side, such as are in the Church, 
which were had away by John King's means, who was Sir William 
Cordell's Bailiff; about which Chappel there was paled in round about a 
convenient piece of the green for one to walk in. 

'^ On Saint James's even there was a bonefire, and a tub of ale 
and bread then given to the poor, and before my doore there was made 
three other bonefires, viz. on Midsummer even, on the even of Saint 
Peter and Saint Paul, when they had the like drinkings, and on Saint 
Thomas's even, on which, if it fell not on the fish day, thev had some 
long pies of mutton, and Pease Cods, set out upon boaras, with the 
aforesavd quantitv of Bread and Ale. And in all these bonefires, some 
of the friends and more civil poor neighbours were called in, and sat 
at the board with mv grandfather, who had at the lighting of the bone- 
fires wax tapers with balls of wax, vellow and green, set up all the 
breadth of tne Hall, lighted then and burning there before tne imago 
of Saint John the Baptist, and afler they were put out, a watch candln 
was lighted, and set m the midst of the said Hall upon the pavement, 
burning all night." 

Mr. Martj-n mentions in his narrative a fi^ood many festivals and 
saints' days, and alludes in general terms to more. When thiscountr}^ 
was still under the papal rule, there were 96 festival days and 30 pro- 
festi, besides the Sundays. X 

* This dcflcriptioi) ^hows where the old manor-hous^ stood, then called Intcuf, not 
Kentwell Kentwell Jl.tll wm not built till afler the I^ fonaation. (See Chapter VII.) 

t This 8t. Jaoiefi's Chapel was a amall church which nncientlj stood on Chapel 
Oreen. It was nearly ()]>p<i»itc Mr. Martyn's hou84*. It wua, no doabt, dixmantled al iue 
Reformation, when Mr. !Martjii removed, as he fttatee, the (•i^'aiis. «lx. Whether it was 
used at all as a church subsequently to the Reformation do<^ not clearly appear, bat it is 
depicted as a church, with a sU-eple, on the manor map of 1580, and it has a croei on the 
gable of the east end. This fact is, however, of no importHDce, as other churches on this 
map have ahio this s} mlx)L In the maps of 1613 and 1G15, a building is still riiown on 
the same biU*, bat it seems to be ptirely a secular one. This building no longer exibts, 
but there is no recoil of when it was pulled down. There were mauy bequests to this 
chapel, mentioned in various old wills np to the year 1038. 

X Cttllum's "Hibtory of Ilawstead." 

L 
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The following extracts from the churchwardens' accounts continue 
to throw light upon the past state of Melford Church, and further 
furnish the history of its gradual decadence. These curious inven- 
tories set forth the furniture and ornaments of the church ; and the 
different accounts show how at various times all these things were 
either sold or delivered up to the King's commissioners : then replaced 
partially during the short return to Popery in the reign of Queen 
Mary, when we find the stanch old Papist Roger Mturtyn one of 
the churchwardens ; and afterwards again sold and scattered, and the 
purification of the church finally accomplished. Among many other 
persons employed as despoilers, we read of one Primes the painter, 
being paid, in 1562, the sum of 16 pence for ** ^e scrapeiu^ owt of 
the payntinges all ye lengthe of ye quire ; " and in 1579, " rayde to 
Fjrmjn, je glasver of Sudburye, for defaceinge of ye sentences and 
imagerye in ye glasse wyndowes, 2 shilling." They both earned their 
money, and swept away many works of art of infinite value. For- 
tunately the area of the work being large and the pay small, they did 
not take the trouble to make a dean sweep of the whole. Fyrmyn 
left behind him much glass which he either did not consider super- 
stitious, or which, being out of his reach, was troublesome to get at ; 
and though Prime had thorou&^hly scraped out the painting on the 
choir walLsy those ip the body of the churoh had only been whitewashed 
over. On the accumulated coats of whitewash being scraped off in 
1830, the old paintinj^s were perceptible, though, alas 1 too much defaced 
to be copied or retained. Over each pillar was represented an angel 
or saint, standing on a pedestal, witn labels of religious Latin sen- 
tences issuing from each one's mouth. The churoh had also been 
ornamented with a running border of vine-leaves and grapes painted 
in red ochre around the windows ; the effect of which must have been 
somewhat questionable. Some fidnt painting was lately still discern- 
ible opposite the porch door, and some still exists in the Clopton 
OhapeL 

Probably soon after the rood-loft was finally taken down, about 
1562, a new screen across the choir was erected, which was brought 
to view in 1858, as follows : — 

In the choir of the churoh there stood, on the north and south 
sides, large square high pews, leaving between them a narrow passage 
to the altar. These belonged to Melford Hall, and were erectea in the 
17th century. About fourteen years ago these pews were reduced in 
size and height, and during the progress of the work the remains of 
a choir-screen became exposed to view. Only the soUd base portions 
were extant, from which the mullions which had supported the upper 
traceiT had been sawn off. The parts which remained and which had 
been built into and cased up in the pews, and cut away to fit into 
them, were rather heavy and plain, and not very ornamental; the 



HELFOBD CHUBCH. 75 

mouldings coarse, with solid panels supported by small buttresses ; 
all of which had been very gaudily painted in red, green, and white ; 
and on them were the remains of two inscriptions, of which the only 
parts still legible ran thus ; the date being 1575 : — 
/^" Bothe in welth and also in wooe 

fON North Side ) < ^^^ Oloriam Deo. 

^ *^ 1 Pray for the soules of John Smyths 

S** Foote vyyth whoose goodys Jone 
his executryee dede do thys arche to be peynted, 
anno D* m^dlxxv." 

At the same time there was found under the floor of these pews 
a tradesman's token, nearly new, of *' Nicholas Dansie of Lavenhamy 
1667/' He was a man of substance, and a woolcomber by trade, and 
was aliye in 1686. Mr. Thomas Cordell, merchant of London, son of 
the first baronet of that name, and who died at Zante in 1686, owed 
to this Nicholas Dansie the sum of £12. Perhaps the two were con- 
nected in business, for Thomas Cordell was a merchant dealing in 
hosiery and woollen goods abroad, and mentioned this debt in his 
will as due by him. So Dansie may have been at times a visitor to 
Melford Hall, and, sitting in the Efall pews, had dropped a piece of 
coin out of his pocket, which had fiallen between the boards, not to 
come to light agam for 200 years. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

EECOED OP THB ANCIENT PLATE, FUENITUIIB, VESTMENTS, AND UTENSILS IN 
LONG MELPOBD OHTJBCH, PRIOB TO, AND APTER, THE BEFOBMATION. 

THIS note of the furniture belonging to Melford Church and the 
Lady Chapel was taken a.d. 1529, and was transcribed by 
Dr. Bisbie, Rector of Melford, the 30th September, 1686, fix)m a paper 
book belonging to Sir Roger Martyn, Bart. The spelling has been 
partially modernized. The various things which were entered in the 
churchwardens' records as having been afterwards sold or delivered 
up to the King's commissioners in 1553, and subsequently to that 
date, are distinguished in this list by an asterisk against them. In 
this account are entered many items which do not afterwards appear 
in the churchwardens' books and inventories. Some probably were 
lost when the church was broken into and robbed, the great iron chest 
being forced and the locks broken on the 13th January, 1531. .A^gain, 
the visitors appointed for the examination and suppression of the 
monasteries not only inspected the religious houses, but also the larger 
churches. Whether Dr. Ap Rice, who took in his drcuit the eastern 
counties and the Abbe^ of Bury, visited Melford, there is no record ; 
but if, as is likely, he md so, the loss of some of these church goods 
might thus be accounted for. We are told that these visitors did their 
work roughly and coarsely, and with much peculation, and that their 
servants and followers imitated them with overbearing insolence and 
profiEmity. In the large churches they stripped the rich dresses from 
off the principal images, and desecrated the sacred svmbols openly, 
often riaing alon^ the highways, using coiks as mock doublets, and 
tunicles and otlier vestments for saddle-clotlis. 

It is possii)lo also, that some of the sacred relics may have been 
hidden or convoyed away after the visitations commenced, as was done 
in many known instances elsewhere, and as shown in the case here of 
the sculptured tablet of the Adoration of the Magi sold to Mr. Clopton, 
and by him buried for many years. /We read that at Northampton a 
finger of St. Andrew was pawned for £40, in order to preserve the 
precious relic. It was, however, discovered, and one of the visitors 
drily reported that " ho did not intend to redeem it at the price, unless 
Bo\ommanded." Judging bv after-events, we may imagme that the 
pawnbroker must in the end have been obliged to dispose of this un* 
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redeemed relic pledge, which had become a drug in the market, at a. 
most (Harming sacrifice I 

The persons by whom the following account was made, John Dyke 
and Robert Cawston, were probably related, for the famfly of Dyke 
appears to have inherited from the Cawstons land now in the ** Burton's 
farm." John Dyke's name appears in the Rectory Manor in 1505 
and in 1583, as also the names of many Cawstons, to the end of that 
century. 

The Account made bv John Dyke and Robeet Cawston, Wardens of 
the Church of Melford, the 11^ d ay of December, in the 21** year 
of the reign of King Henry Viil., and of our Lord God 1529. 

First — Of the Plate belonging to the said Church. 

A Chalice, parcel ^t, weighing 13 oz. 

A Chalice, whole gilt, the ^fl of Mr. Kerveri late Parson of Melford, 
31 oz. 1 dwt. 

A Chalice, parcel gilt, three of the feet broken, belonging to 
Mr. Clopton's altar, 10 oz. 

A Chalice, the gift of Sir Thomas Turret, late Priest of Melford, 
parcel gilt, 9 oz. 3 dwt. 

A Chalice, the gift of Mawt Barker, belonging to Jesus Altar, 
parcel gilt, 21 oz. 3 dwt. 

A Chalice belonging to Jesus Altar, the gift of Miriam Coort, 22 oz. 
. A Chalice, the gift of J one Ellis, belonging to John Hill's altar, 
parcel gilt, 15 oz. 

A Chalice, double gilt, with a quadrant crucifix upon the foot, 
41^ oz. 

A Chalice, the gift of Mr. John Clopton, double gilt, with his arms 
upon the foot of the backside, 22^ oz. 

A Chalice, tlio gift of John Mason, panxl gilt, 18 oz. 
• A Chalice, t!u» gift of John Hill, gilt, 20 oz. 

The best Chalice, gilt, 133^ oz. 

A Chalice, ])arcel gilt, wlucli was somotimo in the keeping of 
Jeflfrey Foot, 20 oz. 

A Monsti ar to bear in the blessed Sacrann nt, the gift of ^Ir. John 
Clopton and Sir John Lanham, Kniglit,t ami their wives, of silver and 
gilt, with a cruciiix of gold, 13 oz. 

A Keliquo of the Pillar that our Saviour Christ was bound to, the 
gift of Sir William Clopton, Knight, inclosed with silver. 

•Two Basons of Silver, and parcel gilt, the gift of John Hill, 
107 oz. 

A silver Pot, the gift of Mother Barrell, 32 oz. 

t 8ir John Lejnbam and hia wife Margaret daughter of Sir John Fray. 
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A Paxt of silver, parcel gilt, with a crucifix of iron, 10^ oz. 

* A Pax, the gift of Robert Jermyn, parcel gilt, 8J oz. 

* A Pax, the gift of Isabel Boolington, parcel gilt, 8f oz. 

* A Cross with Mary and John, clean ^t, 69^ oz. 

A Cross, the gift of Robert Duster, silver and gilt, 53^ oz. 
A Pix^ of silver and parcel gilt, 2 If oz. 
A Chrjsmatory§ of silver, parcel gilt, for oil and cream, 22 oz. 
A little Chrysmatory of silver, and enamelled, to bear in the holy 
Oil of Extreme Unction, which cost 10s. Id., above one ounce. 
A Ship II of silver and parcel gilt, the g^ of Foot, 9^ oz. 

* Another Ship of silver, parcel gilt, the Batchelors' gift, 13} oz. 
The said ship was given anno 1517. 

* Two silver Candlesticks, parcel gilt, the gift of old John Smith, 
56 oz. 

* Two Cmetts of silver, parcel gift, the gift of young John Deek 
[Query Dyke], 10} oz. 

* Other two Cruetts of silver, parcel gift, the gift of Mr. Roger 
Smith, 13} oz. 

^^ These enieti liood on the altar, and contained water and wine for ] 



^ A Censer, the gift of Trinity Gkiild, parcel gilt» 28 oz. 
Another Censer, the gift of our Lady^a Gkiild, parcel gilt» 31} oz. 

The anelent goflda date finom Ang1o43axoin tlmea : th^ were finaUj mppreawd in 
the reign of Edwani YI. Theae gnilda were fionned for the joint adTaooement of chaiitf, 
reiigioD, and trade. Ererj mem^ contrifaoted towaida the aqiport of the brotherhood 
to which be bdonged. The paraon of the pariah and the leadinff perMna were genenDy 
memben^ beaidea the ordinanr community. The guild fivqoent^ met for bnrinew, bat 
thdr grand aaaemblj waa on the daj of their patron aaint^ when they went in prooeasion 
to chucfa, and offerod np th^ prajera at hia ^)ecial altar finr all the membera of the 
aocieCj, both living and dead. The following guilda are mentioned aa haring eziated in 
llelfoid; Tiz., Trinity OaiM, the BatdidonT GoUd, Corpoa Obiiati Guild, Cor Lady'a 
GnQd, 8t Peter^a Guild, and Jeaoa Guild. There waa alao a gufldhall here^ with a 
member^a ctom op]M>site, which ia named in old wills of perMoa of thia place, who left 
legaciea for the 6U|»]K>rt of their guilda. 

Eereafl^ spvdfefh of all iuch Jewels, vUh otJier Ornaments^ pertaining 
to Our Ladj^i Chapel in Mrljord aforesaid. 

First, a Girdle, the gift of Madam Brooke, of Bilver, and enarnelled 
with 10 bars, and the Corse is green, weighing, with the Corse, 12^ oz. 
Now it is stolen. 

f The Pkx l«i the instrument with which the priest gives the kin of peace at mass 
which ia then conveyed to the people to kias ia torn. It ia a amaU taUet of metal, and 
generally has the Crucifixion engraTcd on it. 

X The Fix or Pyx, in which the Hoet was kept, waa generally in the Middle Agea in 
the form of a dove : it afterwards took the i>hape of a cup. 

§ Here is bu example of Tcssels aet afmrt for dL^tinct forms of chrism, or holy oiL 

jl These ships were vessels sha|ied like a boat, fur holding incenae. 
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Q1M17: Slioaid ih» worci ^^ootm** b« **oro«^^ lui in th« i)ir*oHi^U%^^ \4 lK« H«^\l 
girdle t Tliese girdles were narrow bandii gtneimUy ^ eUk* laii) ^%f M ^<i\\\\tis Hi \if^\s 
the alb in iti places Tbe one above mentioned eeema to bave b^^Mi nia«tf^ <M^lii>i4y \>t wa^ktA, 

A Bed Girdle, the gift of Madam Tyo, Troighii)|iri >^i(h i\\^ V\^^M^ 
4 oz. ; now stolen. 

Ten Langets of silver, the gift of the said Alioo TyO| ^ivi^lKhiHK 
1} oz. with the strings. 

Rings of Silyeb, and soiia Qilt. 

Three Bings upon the Apron of our Lady. 

Two little Kings, one sheUing another. 

Four little Bings, shelled together, in silver. 

Upon the said Apron a Spon of silvari which Spon was lirokdni U) 
set in the Stones i^bout our Lady. 

AnOuchof gold, and enamelled^ with one stono in llio midst of 
it, with 8 pearls about it. [Ouch of Qold. $ee Ewdus %%%\%. v.\(i.\ 

A pair of Beads of Coral, with the Pater Nostor of sllvi»r ( ar»il 
upon the same beads a piece of Ooral closed in silveTi and om Ilui^kln 
01 silver. 

A Pair of Jett Beads, with a button of sflver and ffS% for i\m 
Grede ; and upon the same beads be twentjr^liree small rcnir^d bMds 
of silver. 

A Stone endosed with nlver and gilt^ witli the THoftj graven tm 
the back side. 

A Ljon or Lebard^ parcel gilt^ witb a efaam to the same^ 

A Piece of Garall [conl] <£ied to mlre€, tlie gift of AliM Ty#. 

A Bocldep with ten stones set is the same. 

A Bodde of silver and gilt^ witii 13 sattare dMpMn 

A Bodde, witii tbree stoBes in it^ €ndZ we mi^ 

Am Az^uc Dei foriosed to sBver and t\%^ 
' Two other like Hoops^ with eitber i/l ti^^fSM 4 homAm iif»M U^m^ 
of aflver. 

Tec cdjer Ike small Bccidef., wbK^revf 4 te i3fi«v ^^^ i t%f^^/i4 
ike atkrris tjni-. 

Vycm tiK Eai^ Afm pff Mr Ladfj, 11 ^/rmts ^f^tn^^ 

b soaal z0saft, Sid. <ih. 

A saiit »a» ^kisei a aiktf^ 

husL df tue w!:icil tf a£ t^^ime ^^^^iit, ^^f^^pau^ w^ ^iMr ii^irw^ 



80 PLATE, FUBNITUBE, AND VESTMENTS OP MELFOED CHUECH. 

Copes and Vestments belonging to Melpoed Ohtjech. 

* First the best Cope of Cloth Tissue, the gift of Simond Smith. 

* Another Cope of Cloth of Tissue, the gift of Robert Hayirard. 

* A Cope of Red Velvet branched with Gold, with the suit of the 
same, called the best Suit. . 

•A Cope of Blue Velvet branched with Gold, with a suit of 
the same. 

* A Cope of Red Velvet with a suit of the same, called " Cokket's 
suit." 

♦A Cope of Red Silk for Good Friday with the Vestment of 
the same. 

* A Cope of Crimson Velvet, the gift of William Deek and Margery 
his wife. 

*The Suit of the same, of the gift of Mrs. Nonnell's, of London. 

* A Suit of white branched Damask with 2 Copes to the same. 

* A Suit over-worn of Black Damask. 

* Two Quire Copes of Blue Satin. 

* A Cope of Blue Velvet with Stars, now black. 

* A Vestment of Red Velvet, the ^ft of John Hill's wife, with 
the name of Jesus in many places written in gold, of the same, belonging 
to John Hill's Altar. 

* Two old Quire Copes. 

^ A Vestment of Cloth of Bawdkin, with Birds, called the Sunday 
Vestment. 

Bftwdelnm was ffdd brocade, otkerwiae callad Baldaohina or doth of gold made at 
Baldeek. 

^ A Vestment of Red Sarsnet, the gift of Miriam Court, belonging 
to Jesus's Altar. 

* A red Vestment with green in the inidst, the gift of Sir Thomas 
Turret, Priest, which by his will must be in keeping of Mr. Martyn's 
Priest, and to bo used by his Priest, and kept in the Coffer standing 
in Jesus's Aisle, which Coffer or hutch was of the said Sir Thomas's 
gift, belonging to Jesus's Altar. 

The name of Sir Thomas Turret, or Turret, occurs rcpoatedlj in matterB relating to 
Melford. The hoiM»niry prefix of ** Sir,'* being a traiu^lation of the Latin word Dominns, 
was applied to ])ne8U down to the aerenteenth century, ocrtainlj till 1662. l*hii Sir 
Thomas Turret ^ a-s John Hill's ohantiy priest, and his stipend was £7. 5a. a year. It 
appears bj the above that he was dead before 1529. 

•A Chasuble and two Tunicles of red Silk with Birds, whereof the 
Albs be in decay. [In anoOier hand-writiivj'] " Now amended." 

• Eic^ht sinfjle Chasubles with some of their Albs in decay. 
A Cope of Green Velvet with a suit of the same, the gift of Jone 
Foot, widow, in the year of our Lord God 1516. 
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These same names occur as those of a benefactress on the old choir screen ; bat it 
can scarcely have been the same person, as the date on the screen is 1575 : perhaps, how- 
ever, they were both widows of the same family. 

Coats belonging to Oub Lady. 

First a Coat for the Good days of Cloth Tissue, bordered with 
white : and for her Sod, another of the same in like case. 

These coats were the mantles on all images.- 

A Coat of Crimson Velvet, and another for her Son in like case. 

A Coat of white Damask, and another for her Son in like case, 
bordered about with Green Velvet. 

An Altar Cloth of white Branched Damask of the same, bordered 
with Green Velvet. 

A Vestment of Green Satin, and another of white Fustian. 

The fbstian here named was not at this time at all a mean material, and was much 
used for ehasaUes : it was nuule with a warp of linen thread and a woof of thick cotton, 
twilled and eat, to look like a low pila 

Altab Cloths. 

Two Altar Cloths of Tissue and Crimson Velvet, the gift of John 
Smith. 

An Altar Cloth of white Damask in our Lady's Chapel, of the 
said John Smith's dft. .^ 

* An Altar Cloth the gift of Thomas Ellis and Roger Fuller, of cloth 
of Bawdkyn. 

* An Altar Cloth of Blew Damask with Garters upon the same, the 
gift of Hr. John Clopton, with all such cloths of silk as belongeth to 
we Sepulcre. 

* An Altar Cloth of Silk, with blew birds bordered with blew velvet 
and blew worst<?(1, the which was made of the old cloth for to bear- 
over the Saciainent. 

Othkb Altab CLorn.'?. 

Three Altir Cloths for every day, tho pft of Jone Foot, widow. 

Ten good -tUtiir Cloths, whereof tho three best be the gift of 
John Foot. 

Twenty-two Altar Cloths which are simple. 

Two good Altar Cloths belonging to our Ijady Chapd. 

One Altar Cloth of Diaper, given to the High Altar by Mrs. 
Chester, Anno 1544. 

Tills entry is iiiterllxied in another handwriting from the re»t, and is more than fifteen 
jears hier. 

U 
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Ten Towels of Diaper, good. 
Four Towels of plaan cloth. 

COVERLBTS. 

A Coverlet of linen and woollen for the Herse, the gift of 
Jone Dent. 

A Pall Cloak, very simple. 

Four Clothes to lay upon the Altar, of Black Buckram. 

An old Coverlet of Linen and Woollen which serves to pluck 
before the Cross on Palm Sunday. 

Mass Books PERTAiNma to the Chuboh. 

A printed Mass Book. 

Two Mass Books belonging to the High Altar. 

A Mass Book called Jesus Mass Book. 

A Mass Book, the gift of John Hill. 

A Book, the ^ift of Mr. Roger Smith and Richard Butler. 

A Mass Book, the gift of Mr. Thomas Kerver, late parson of 
Melford. 

Two old Mass Books, one at St. James Chappel [Chapel Green], 
and the other in the church. 

A Mass Book in print belonging to our Lady's Chapel. 
^ A Mass Book called the Bed Muss Booh, wIm many Bdieks on the 
eame^ adorned with Jewels and Stones. 

AliTIFHONEBS OF THE SAID ChUBCH. 

A great Cowcher, the gift of Mr. Roger Smith. 

A great Cowcher lying before the Parish Priest. 

A groat Antiphoner lying upon the north side of the Choir before 
Jesus's Priest, the gift of Sir Thomas Tuiret, Priest. 

Three oilier ijitiphoners lying witliiu the said Choir, with two 
old Portuasses \Breviaries\. 



Coudiers were booki ^jing before the desk. In thif CMe th^ were ei-identlj, with 
the Antiphoners, books of pnlm and hjmiuiy origiuJiUy inttwlnoed by 8t AmUroee. 

Geails. 

Ten Grails with one old graiL 

A wilt ten Book of Parchment for Priests to study upon, lying in 
our Lady Chapel, the gift of Sir John Gent, Priest. 

Grmils, or Gradoals, were books conUining the introita^ bjriei^ glorias, and, in fact, 
ell the musical portion of the service at Mass. 
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Fbooessione&s. 
Nine Frocessioners, all written. 

These books contained the services of the processions at Mass and Vespers and 
special days. 

A Processionary, the gift of Sir Bobert Barrett, Priest. 

Three Manuals, one written and two in print. 

Two old Martjrolages. 

One Hymnal noted in paper, the gift of Sir Richard Dodington, 
Priest. [This priest was living in 1484. J 

An old Ordinal [Rvbrics of the Mass^. 

One Hymnal prmted, the gift of Sir Thomas Turret, John Hill's 
Priest. 

A Processioner, printed, the gift of William King. 

COBPOBASSES. 

Ten principal Corporasses, of five of which one was the gift of 
Mr. John Clopton, and another the gift of my Lady Clopton ; the third, 
the gift of Mrs. Court ; the fourth, the gift of Mrs. Catherine Fozmere ;t 
the fifth, the gift of Mrs. Jane Clopton. 

Two Corporasses. 

One Corporas belonging to St. Ann's Altar. 

Another Corporas to Jesus Altar. 

Another Corporas to John Hill's Altar. 

Another Corporas to St. Edmund's Altar. 

Two Corporasses belonging to the Altar of our Lady's Chapel. 
* A Cloth of Blue SUk to Mar over the Sacrament, with Chalices 
of gold embroidered thereon, the gift of Robert Miller. 

Two Corporasses with their cloths of crimson velvet, embroidered 
with gold. 

A Corjioras Case with the Resurrection upon it, with Images of 
Gold inwanlly. 

All those belong to the Uvjh Altar. Other Corporasses in tlu» 
custody of tbo Chantry Priests. 

LATriNl PEBTAIKIKG TO THE ChIJBOH. 

Two ^eat Candlesticks. 

Two secoud Candlesticks, lately bought, which are called 
Secondans. 

t Dorothy Clopton, grand-daughter of John Clqiton, in her will, dated 1508, calln 
Gatherioe Foxmere her oouain. 

X Latttti, a mixed metal of brass and tin. It was greatly used for monumental 
braasaa as well as for utensils. 

u 2 
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Tw^o small Candlesticks to the High Altar. 

Two small Candlesticks to Jesus's Altar, both of Lattyn. 

A Candlestick of Lattyn, with 10 branches standing before the 
Image of Jesus. 

A Candlestick. 

A Candlestick of 10 branches before St. Ann. ' 

A Candlestick with 3 branches belonging to the Trinity, and now 
the said candlestick standeth before the Image of St. Nicholas. 

A Candlestick with 10 branches, standing before the High Altar. 

Two Utile pretty Candlesticks of Lattyn, belonging to John Hill's 
Altar. 

A Candlestick of Lattyn with 10 branches, now in the Vestry. 

•A Candlestick of Lattyn with 8 branches, now in the Vestry. 

Holy-water Fails of Lattyn. 

Two Holy-water Pails of Lattyn, with one Holy-water Stick of 
Lattyn. 

Basons and Ewebs. 

Two Basons and one Ewer of Lattyn. 
One Ewer of Pewter. 

\To the Blessed Sacrament belong two Canopy Cloths. 
There are two great Leotoms of Lattyn m the Quire, whereof 
two of the feet be broken. 

One Censer of Copper and GKlt. 

A Ladder, the gift of Giles Ellis, standing at the Steeple door. 

Three Cross Staves, twain good, and one simple. 

Chests. 

A great Chest upon the Vestry Soler,* with two great locks to 
the same, of iron, the gift of Mr. Clopton : vhieh two great loclcs hrvlen 
by the thlens, January 18, 1631, quA dio sj)oliata fuit ista Ecdesia 
ilelfirrdieiisU. 

Another Chest upon the said Soler, with one lock. 

Another plain Hutch there with one lock. 

One simple Chest in the Vestry lenealh. 

Another Chest in the said Vestry. 

Another Chest in the said Vestry, with an old Chest to lay in 
Copes, all in the keeping of the Sexton. 

* Soler, tbe upper story. 
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At Jesu8*s Altar a Chest, the gift of Sir Thomas Turret, Priest. 
Another Chest at the Quire door, and now in the Vestry. 
In our Lady's Chapel two old Chests in decay. 
Another Hutch in St. Ann's Chapel. 

Crosses. 

A Cross of Copper and Gilt for the week days. 
A simple Cross without the feet. 

Cross Cloths. 

A Cross Cloth of Silk, the gift of Mr. Boger Martyn. 

Another Cross Cloth, the ^ft of Mr. Skem, sometime parson of 
Melford. 

Three other Cloths simple, with one simple Cross Cloth of Silk, 
with 8 cross staves. 

A Cross Cloth of Silk, the Batchelors' gift (1530), which cost 
lis. 8d. 



Theae oroflB doths were aaed to oorer oi'Oiei genenllj, and the rood in Lent 

Two Streamers of Silk, one the Batchelors' gift, the other of 
Corpus Christi guild. 

Three Banner Cloths, the gifts of the Ghiflds of Our Lady, Corpus 
Christi, and St. Peter. 

Other Cloths. 

At the High Altar one simple Altar Cloth hanging before the said 
Altar for everj day. 

One for Lent with Whips and with Angels. • 

Before the Image of the Trinity at the Bigh Altar, one whitt» 
cloth. 

A clotli of Adam and Eve to draw Ix^fore the High Altar in time i 
of Lent, called the Veil. 

Before our Lady one cloth of blue. 

At Jesus's Altar an Altar Cloth ])aiuted, the gift of Maid Al< yn 
of Bury. 

To tlie said Altar a cloth for Lent painted about with AMiips 
and Angels. 

One eloth before the Image of Jesus, white. 

Afore our Lady of Pyte [Rty] at the said Altar, a painted clotli. 1 

At St. Aun's Altar a stained altar cloth for every day. \ 

At the said Altar two cloths stained with flowers. 

Afore St. Ann one cloth, white. 

Afore St. Leonard one cloth, white. 
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At Jobn EQll's Altar one simple stained cloth. 

Over the said Altar is a good stained cloth of the Trinity, the gift 
of Robert Collett. 

At St. Edmund's Altar is a painted cloth of St. Michael and 
Our Lady. 

Three long cloths hanging before the Bood Loft stained or painted 
with ** the dawnce of PowlS '* [elsewJiere called daunce of Pavle\. 

A cloth hanging before the Bood, very simple. 

One Cloth with a Yallon, before the image of St. Saviour, white. 

A Cloth, the gift of Jone Foot, hanging before the Bood Loft, 
with 8 small white napkins. 

Before St. John Baptist a white Cloth with a Yallon. 

Afore St. John the Evangelist a stained Cloth. 

Afore St. Peter a new white Cloth. 

Afore St. Anthony a stained Cloth with part of the mount. 

Two other little Cloths hanging upon two Tabernacles [Canopies]. 

Before St. James a white Cloth. 

Before St. Catherine a white Cloth. 

Before St. Margaret a stained Cloth. 

Before Mair Magdalen a Cloth. 

Before St. Edmund a little Cloth. 

before St. Sythe [St. Osyth] a white Cloth. 

Before St. Gfeorge two drawn curtains stained. 

Before St. Thomas a simple Cloth. 

Before the Image of St. Christopher one doth, white. 

Before the Imi^ges of St. Andrew and St. Loy one Cloth, white. 

Three other simple doths to cast about oivers Saints in the 
church, and some stained and some other to the sum of thirteen 
Cloths. 

In our Lady Chapd an Altar Cloth stained. 

A Tilack Buckram Cloth for the Altar. 

A stained Cloth hanging before the said Altar. 

A Cloth afore our Ladjrs Tabernacle. 

Anotlier Cloth on the other side before the other Tabernacle, 
white, and both Cloths the gift of Jolin Barker of Acton. 

• Altar Cloth of Sattin of Bryd<j(»8 [Bruges] in Panes [squares as 
in jHitclncorlc amnterpanes]^ and with flowers, and a little Image of 
•Jesus ill the midst or the said Cloth, which ** Mother Thresser," other- 
wsc called *' Clementi Thresso," widow, bequeathed and gave to the 
said Altar of Jesus, which cost 81s. 8d., Anno D"* 1526. 

In the inventory of 1553 of articles delivered to the Commisriooeri^ this is called, 
** of Satt>-n of Brydgyi, with PaTrs [pears] and flowers, Ac." 

Two Altar Cloths, white, the gift of the brothers of our Lady's 
Guild, in the year of our Lord God 1529. 
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[ThefoUamng entry is written in another hand] : — 
Mem. 6 April, 1641. — ^There was given to the Church of Melford» 
two stained Cloths, whereof the one hangeih towards Mr. Martyn's 
He, and the other to be used about the Sepulchre at Easter time, and 
also a Bed Coverlet for a Foredoth to the High Altar. 

A quantity of the dotha in the church and chi^pel appear to hare been aold in one 
lot in 1547, according to the entries in the Chorchwardena' accounts for that year. 

Otheb Fubnitube. 

A Coffer, the gift of Sir William Hodson. 

Two Candlesticks of Lattyn standing at the said Altar. 

In the Vestry two short ladders. 

In the Church-house a table of beech, the gift of Mr. Roger 
Mar^n. 

Two other tables Ijin^ in the mole (?) with one forme. 

One Forme in our Lady's Chapel, the fpSt of John Fuller. 

In the Church two Lanterns to go with a visitation, and one of 
them is in decay. 

In the Church-house is another Forme. 



The following inventory was made a year and a half after the 
dissolution of the Abbey of Bury. Of the two churchwardens of that 
date, Williflm Smethe was admitted to copyhold land in the Manor of 
the Rectory (now in the Burton's farm) in the year 1538. 

1541. 

A Remembbaukob mayd the fyrst day of Julye, an* D"* M"^50CCc*^li**, 
then Churchwardens, Will" Kynqe and Will" Smbthe, of the 
plato belonginge to the Churcho. 

Ft/r.H : One Chalys of the gyft of Maister Kerver, layt jmrson of 
Mcllfoide, \N'eying xxvi ounces and a cjuarter, hooU [whole] g) Itc. 

Item : One Chalys belonging to lilr. Clopton's Aultor, jjarccll 
gyltc, w itli the feet brokyn, weyinp xi ounce. 

hem : One Chalvs of the gyfto of Maute Barker, parcell gylte, 
weying xxi ovrnce and m quarters, longing to Jesus Aulter. 

8ho was proWbly Mamret^ the widow of John Barker, wbo lived at ** tlie Fctte,** 
who, by liiii will, dated 161^ left gifts to this church. 8he waa Barkef'a teoond wiA*, mid 
she afterwards niurried Mr. Danjell, of Act<>n. She gave thia chalice to Melford < .*hurch 
before the year 152*J, for it is entered in the inventory of that date as her gift at a 
pre\'iou8 ]»eriod. 

Iteifi: One Chalys of the gyftc of Maryone Oowrto, parcell g}'lte, 
weying xvii o^\^ces• 
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Item : One Chalys of the gyfte of Jolin Elys, belonging to John 
Hyll's Aulter, parcell gylte, weying xv ownces. 

To this entiy there is a note appended in another handwriting : ^ Deljvred unto the 
Churchwardens;" i «. returned to them for the use of the churdi, when the remainder 
of the plate, iso. was surrendered to the king's commissioners. 

Item : One Chalys percell gylte, weying to the some of xv ownces 
longing to our Lady Axuter. 

Item : One Chalys, dowbyll [double] gylte with a quadrante cru- 
cyfyz upon the fote, weying to the some of xli ownces and a di. 

Itein: One Chalys of the gyft of John Hyll, gylte, weying 
XX ownces. 

Kote in another handwriting : *< DelTrered unto the Kyng by Hr. Pajton, pr Kyng's 
Surveyor. 

Item : The best Chalys, gylte, weying XLvm. ownces and a dL 
Item : One Crysmatory of sylver wych was mayde of the pott of 
sylver wich was of the gyfte of S' Wyll" Clopton. 

Item : One Monstre of y* grft of M' John Clopton and Syr John 
Lavenham, Ejiyght, and ther w^s, of sylver and gylte with a cmcyfyx 
of golde, weymg xm ownces and therwith a i^ycke of the pyler 
[the pillar ituU our Saviour was bound to], of the gjft of Syr Wyll* 
Ulopton, enclosed within CryBtall in the custodye of Wyll* Mayre. 

The Uayor fiunilj lived at •* Prowde^* opporite the road to Wissendalo MilL 
Qneij : Is this monttimnoe the one referred to in John Gloplon's will of HM, thus : 
*^ Also I will that the monster that I have made to here in tha Sacrament, be yovene 
[given] to MeUbrd CSiurebe " t 

The above inveotory appean to have been but a very partial one, indudiug only 
■ome of the diurch plate. It was taken during the pr o gre n ot the BeAnmation, whidi, 
although oommenoed in 1634, was not finally completed In Rndand till 1547. (Havdn.i 
The Bucoeeding reoorda up to 1553 show how the churoh sooda were gradually add ana 
dbpened, but it was not untQ that year, and just before the Marian return to Popery, 
that a great quantity of the diurch plate and vestmenta were finally ddivered up to the 
Keformation commissioners. 

1647 (Ist year of Edward VI.). 

A copy of the presentment mayd by these men within named the 
^-iij daye of Novembery ye yore witliin expressed. 

The IxvEToiiTE of the Churchc Godes of Mclforde vewed by Will* JIak- 
SHALL and Will" Dtcke, Churclnverdeynes of the same towne the 
yere of our Lorde God mococcxlvii (154j7), 

Of Coies. 

Item : Two Copes of Clothe of Tyssew. 

Item : One Cope of purple velvet with the hole sewt belonginge 
therto. 
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Item: One Cope of grene velvet with the hole sewt belonging 
therto. 

Item: One Cope of braunche damaske with a sewt belonging 
therto of a rede color. 

Item : One Cope of blew velvet with a sewt therto. 

Item : Two Copes of wjghte damaske with a sewt therto. 

Item : One old Cope of purple velvet with a sewt therto. 

Item : One old Cope of black velvet with decon and subdecon, 
wede of blacke damaske [the gift^ by will, of John Gloptan, 1494]. 

Item : Fowre Copes, two of blew saten and two of sylke braunched. 

Item : One olde Cope and one Vestment of rede sylke. 

Of Vestments & Awltbk Clothes, and other fob the Sefulcbe. 

Item: One Vestment, with decon & subdeacon of sylke with 
byrdes, and braunches of don sylke. 

Item : One Vestment of grene and rede braunches for every day. 

Item : One Vestment of blacke worstede. 

Item : The best Aulter Clothe of cremesyn velvet and braunched 
sylke, rede & grene. 

Item : One Awltre Clothe of blewe damaske. 

Item : One Awltre Clothe of tewke, grene and blacke. 

Item : One Awltre CloUie of Don syUre IQuery^ yellow]. 

Item : One Awltre Clothe of grene sylke and purple, for the syde 
Awltre. 

Item: One Clothe of tewke and three stayned clothes for the 
other awltres. 

Item: xu Awltre Clothes of lynnyng, whole and broken. 

Item: xi Towels of lynning, gode and badde. 

Item : Fowre old Vestements and fowre olde Ivnnyng Albes to them. 

Item : n Corporaz Clothes with cases of sylke velvet, and clothe 
of gold e, belonging to them. 

The three following items canie of the gift of old John CloptoD, and fornie<l part of 
the vestments and altardothi which lie l>e<|ueathed to thh church by ]ii< vill in 14949 
wheiviii he taji, ** I will that anchc cloth<*s of velweti wrth alle maner lirauucli<*8, flowrety 
an<l alle maner oder atuffe that I have hette abowte the Sepulture at £tit(*r as well the 
gnnc M8 the red, I jefe and bequeth it al\%'ayo to the aame nae of the aepuhure : and I 
will that the bUuske veitement aiid that loiigeth to deoone and tubdecone, that 1 have at 
home, lie jovene to Melford Oburdie^ to 1>e kept for obite daiea.** 

Item : Two Clothes of purple velwet for the Sepulcre. 

Itnn : Two Clothes of greno, braunched, for the Sepulcre, of Say. 

Item : One halfe yerde of clotlie of golde and one yerde of whyte 
Sypers [? Cj'prus, a peculiar embroidery work] braunched, for the 
Sepidcre. 

The following quaint entry carriea with it rather a smack of ** Old Qo '* ! 

K 
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Item : Syx peces of blew damaske for the samei of the goume of a 
gentlewoman. 

Item : One old vayle clothe for Lente, of whyte. 
Item : Thre crosse clothes of sylkci and two olde. 
Item : Two stremers of sylke. 

Item : Two herse clothes of domekyl [a coarse damasJc}. 
Item: One rede clothe of olde say. 



Of Boees and Chests and Obgatns. 

Item : xv gret bokes and xn processyoners. 

Item : Of chests and hutches viii, and two in our Lady Chapell. 

Item : Thre payre of Orgayns. 

The old organs, for the sake of portabilitj, were made diTinble : hence called a jmmt 
of organs. 

Of Belles and Brasse. 

Item : In the steple be fyre Belles, and a Sanctus Bell. 

Item : Thre belles for processyons. 

Item : One bell and one payre of oraaynes that was of late in our 
Lady Chapell, now in the hondes of M^ Wyll* Clopton. 

Item : Two lectoms of brasse, one with fete and the other with* 
out fete. 

Of Jewels, Chauobs, & other Plate. 

Item : One Crosse of sylver parcel gylte, weyinge iiij" ziij ownces 
and a halfe. 

Item : One payre of Sencers, weying xxxm ownoes and one halfe. 

Item : Grysmatoire weying xnc ownces. 

Item : Two Candfestykes weying LXin ownces. 

Item : One Shype weying xiii ownces. 

Item : One Pax weying viii ointicos. 

Item : One Pax callod tlio '' Rode Masse boke/' adourncd with 
pcTles, and crystal! stones garncssLed in plate. 

The inrentoiy of 1029 adds, ** with maiij reliquea on j* aame.** 

Ilevi : One Chalice dooblc gylto with a quadrant Orucyfyxi wej-ing 
xliij (xLiii) ownces. 

Note, in another handwritings «*in keping of Will" Maje wyth a noder lesser 
ohaU>-8." 

Item : One Chalice weying xxvi ownces. 

Itf^m : One Chalice weying xv ownces. 

Item : One broken Chalice weying xim ownces. 
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Hem: One Chalioe bdongmg to John Hyls Awiter, weying 
XX ownces. 



Kofa^ in aaotker h M w lwriUi ^ "deljTSd vato M' Fkjton p^ (je) KyagM surreyon." 

iZ^m.* One Chalice wejing xi ownces, in the honde of Bogare 
Smythe. 

Item: One Chalioe broken wejing xr ownces, in the honde of 
S' GiTStopher Deybedc, prast. 

Bern: TwoBasensofqrlTerinthehondeof^Mr.BogareHartyn''^ 
[Name enued, and entered t» amother hamdwrUing, " S' RVO* Walde- 
grave : witnesses WiO^ Glaptam ^ Framds Clapton^ Esquier.**] 

Item: One ChaHce weying xlth ownces in the honde of IP 
Roger Marty n. 

Hem: Wjfl* Ejngkraeth finomtheChiircheonepix,amon8trefor 
the Sacrament^ and two C^mwets of sjlver and gylte, sythe he was 
Chnrchewudejne and will not delyrer them. 

Item: (me Chalice in the kepyngof Sjmon Cawson and somtyme 
in oar dmrche. 



In aaotker ^vntiag m a aote^ ''Iteai : owjng to je Hme Wjl^ ^JiV 1^° ' 
(XI ISi. 4d.). SohepeAiy«aelrinedthe«b<m»»fntMiwi itkto i •ecnitr fcr the 
paj»BBt€f tfcb bOmce dae to kai whem e hM c k w id eo, EswfmtauBj^mmppmnhjhm 
no's itetoMB^ the pix «f mtwer wis nid to bim in pajmcnt «f tlw daiU^ baltiwifwi m 
€Mb ; cad kk no Jolm finaDr wttlad bj a lilnMiw pajment to the ckvckwaidfloa af 
fii.4d. 

Then fdlowe the hat of dinrch goods and fhrnitore destroyed or 
sold in obedieooe to the Boyal Injunctions of Edward YI. 

These Injunctions gave great offence in some parts, and especiallj 
in the Eastern coimtaes: for thej produced a popular rising in 
Norfislk, when the insm^gents were eventually dispersed by a bo^ of 
troops at Castle Bisin^, near Lynn, in which engagement Sir William 
Fermor^s brother was killed. 



A' TOT-NT of the Sale of Part of the Church Property of Melford after 

the Herormation. 

Thys ys the Beckenyng made by Will" Dyke and Will" Marchall, 
(/Iiurchew^^enSy firom the fest of Sent John nabtyst in the fyrst yere 
of the reygn of Kyng Edwanl the VI, unto the Sonday after bent 
l^wke, in the second yere of our Soverayn lord Kyng Bd\\-arJ the VI, 

* Rngfr ^(utrn being a Papist, tbeiie church good% not jet d^TiTtnl up to the 
Keformiitioii oommiflioDeri, were taken fi\«u his diai^ and \a» name was therefonr 
erased at their custodian. 
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before the Chefeste of the parysshe and inhabytors of the towne of 
Melford, as well of the gere takyn down by the Kyngs commande- 
ment and vysytors, as in the Kyngs Iniunccyon doth appere, in the 
xxvm artylde and other places, as of the other goods longyng unto 
Melford Churche that was to you delyvered. 

Beceyvyd. 

Thes be the goods tabp and solde by Will" Dyke and Will" 
Marshall, Churchewardens of Melford, in the seconde yere of the reygn 
of Kynge Edward the VI, from Sent Mathew day unto that day. 

Item : Sold and recevyd in Brasses ^ li [340 lb.], sold to b. d. 
Thomas Sparpoynt Lm** 53 

Item: for ^li. [300 lb J of wez sold at n^ a pound, he 

payd . L^- 60 

Item : for the Clothes stayned and whyghte in the Churche 
and Chapell prysed by Thomas Crysdl and Thomas Cam- 
pyon, Roger Coo, Pet. Ghrenegras, and Mathew Lyes, the 
stayned xxv^ vni*- 25 8 

Item: for m belles for prossessyon to answere for n to the 
invetory of the Kyng, wayyng xv pound at m^ a pound, 

iii^ix*- 3 9 

The Uraasos refen^ to in the abore Aoooimt wero piobft^ 
inscriptiona o& them, of a character deemed to be lopentitaoQs; lodi aa, ''Pray far the 
tool i^** Aa ; or the <<Bede roU man** bcaMi^ or loch-lika 



In the continuation of this account of 1548, it appears evident 
that the Reformation being now fully completed, and the reformers' 
powers being no longer questionable, the &nal stripping of the Church, 
and the demolition of eveiythin^ therein considered to be superstitious 
continued without scruple or hindrance. Eveiy ornament was swept 
away; not only the rood-loil, the remaining figures of saints, and 
minor altars, but also all fra<^nient8 of gilding and colour, even to the 
stars on the interior of tlie roof; till the <£urcli was kfi bare to its 
walls. 

Times bad indeed changed in a dozen years. For wc read that at 
midnight in 1584, four men of DoTercourt, zealous Befonners, a little 
too much in advance of the times, had burnt the rood of the church 
there. This rood was a very celebrated one, and sup]X)8ed to have 
miraculous powers. In their case swift retribution followed this 
sacrilege: three of them being captured red«handed, were forthwith 
hanged for the offence. The metfs names were Robert King, who 
was taken to Dedham, and immediately hanged as a public example; 
Nicholas Marsh, hanged in like manner, at Dovercourt ; and Robert 



PLAZS, FUSnrUSB, AKD TSSTHSSIS Of MtU TOBD GBCBCK. 93 

Dedliam, who was hanged at Cattawade Cansewaj. Tbe firarth mm, 
Bobert Gazdiiiery oontnTed to make his escape. Wright's historj gircs 
the jear of this o cc ur rence as 1532 ; but Fronde, qpiotiBg from the 
Slate papers, names the abore date. 

Bern: tat jeme [iron] sold unto Humfinej the Smrth at n #. iL 
tjmes. Beoeyyd owte Tn greate Doggjs of ^eme for the 
CtjTcbAowm^ and tat other gerefinom the Bode lofte,tdijrs 

thyng a coep tj d, Ac xxxi m 31 7 

Bern: tat other yeme lefte of the I^gh alter and od gere sold 

unto Bobert Alfinraf foral^apounde . g^ig 2 8- 

Bern: Sold to Mastf Ckptcm the greateste Image aboote the 

Churdia and GhappeD of AUiasf ibr . . i;^ 3 

Bern: Sold to a GoldeniTdi of Sudbury the Images and tie 
movnte of the hys^ Alter the Imige djstjgu i yJ [As- 
Jtffmrei]: lecet f ja the bord and phmke dares and 
yemevorke •••••••• inf^ 13 

12e»r thegjHoftheodgerein theChnrche . ii^ 4 

Bern : of pereeD of od gere sold to Bale Boran, one peee of 

the Camielhfmfi f on the Bood4oft] . xn^ 1 4 

/Z»: Soldto JofanGtiyqlneDnecesibr . .^02 

Bern: Sold to AlynEniy te tte stondyng of the greate 

Image of Sent SamryrPScmnrl. . xu^ 1 

liEeai: totheaaydBar^forigshortebordandwall . xu^ 1 
/Zoir SoUtoWiD- Wardepecysofbord . . tttj^ 4 

Bern: Sold to John Domtj a planeke and halfe the Crosse 

[pcobahiy the cross on the BoodJoft] . . rii/^ 8 

fiea.- SoldtoWiD- lisyeriasfesrroftheBowdrfroofj rni^ 8 
litmr Sold to John Grenenas of the small corryngere t/- 2 
lUm: Sold to Gyles Strachy of Sodbory xxni yard of Prest 

[PWhaftistUi] rif 7 

Item: tolfaslf Flsnon f^ the tabyllof thenortb 4;<Jc in tba 

Cfcinhi hepard ' , ij/- 3 

lUm: Sold to dalkrt, 31' Goptons earpeatcr vi i^msJe 

7&»r SoidtoWiir 13ar^laat0 1Modafed^XlU^^^ ri^ 6 



AflA ; Said to John Siarpc/rnt a0 dkf fre<f/^ Ipwjyg vi* riij^ 6 8 
JVm, : Said to Jo!Lii Ai i'^i^ for re £H9on c/ gy Iti^ of ) '; ttoir^A 

and an lytefl bed^t2;Tes ' viij^ 8 

/r>mr Sold to if" CZ^^^St/a iU qUT U ALAoj^ U otrr luJ/$ 

Atffdl rj; %uf^ 6 S 

And left ortD Maist' Ckipton 9 stony» at tLe c^ of 

the A}ter is Ma^ CV^jtWs yelde aiod tU l^x/yy/i // 

AlUbmUr in ibe fiarde j^ib and a Irtdl tatr ti m iieat 



94 PLATE, FUEKITUEE, AND YESTMENTS OP MBLPOED OHUBCH. 

Annys Chappell, and all the gere theriiii to dres up the 
Chappell and dyscharge the Churchwardens, and to do yt 
at hys plesur. 

This is further described in the notice of the monuments in the church. 

Item : Sold to Masf Glopton the hrohin Crosse in (he Churche s. d. 

yard wyth all the stonys therewith as they he . ij*- iiij.*"* 2 4 

Item : for the n syde of the Rowell and the flore of the syde ij** 2 

Item : Sold v plancke & iiij staves . . . . ij*- 2 

Item : Delyrerd to Masf Glopton to make up a marke . iiii*- 4 
Item : Sold Sent Nycholas' cote and woode [coat and hood] 

greatly eatyn wyth moth .... iij'- iiij* 3 4 
Item: Sold the bare myt (?) unto a paynter of Sudbuiy 

hall x^ 1 8 

Item : Beceyvyd of Budlond and Sparpoynt at owr lady's day 

in Lent and before lij** iiip 8 4 

Item : to Robert Alefound' for a cloth in ye lady's chappell 

that was pryce xx^ and a stayned cloth was callyd the 1 8 

vayl sumwhat peryshyd in sum placys — ^pryce • . xvi^ 1 4 



EzPENDrruBE of the Churchwardens Dtkb and Marsha rji. 

1647-«. 
The$ be the eoste and chargyspayd. 

Imprimis: Favd for our chargys to Bury on Sent 
Matthew daye, the fyrste yere of the reygn of Kynge 
Edwarde the VI unto the Tysytors • . • zn^ 

Item: To the Kyngs Commyshoners the xm daye of 
Marche and the secondo yere of Eynge Edwarde 
the VI : payde ii*- u^ 

Item : Payd at another Coininyshon where Maister Bedo 
dyd set another to make an inventorie of the Churcbo 
fi;oods. Payd for the makyng of the inventorie to 

M' John Gayton (a jmtsf) vra^ 

And for to receyve of gj-fto mony .... xii*- 

And for our costes i** vi^ 

• 

* These cbordiTard erosBes (but few of which now remain in England) geoeimlljr 
stood south of the oiareh, that Ixing tlie side at which the oongregntion most commonljr 
enters. Originally they were erected for a double object ; one being, tliat all persons 
passing through the churchyard on their way to divine service, on looking at the sacred 
symbol, should be remindc>d to pray for the souls there interned. And these crosses also 
frequently denoted the bounds of sanctuary or S|iace of refuge which in certain 
extended beyond the walls of the church bto its precincts of ounsecratt'd ground. 
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Item : Payd for the havyng downe of the Imagys and 
Tabernacles and oder TahylU. Rafe Borom and hys 
lad, Robert Alefounder and hys lad, Gregory Cosyn, 
Nycholas Corder, hered by the daye : besyde oder 
helpe not payde, but drynke dyd geve unto . . vn*- 1*- 

Item : For the takynge downe of the Funt and Hyghe 

Awlter wyth ther helpe i*' ii"** 

Qoexy : Wbat was this fontf Was it an ancient pisdna for priests to wash their 
hands in hefore Mass ; or was it one of the many chancel holy-water fonts of all of which 
the Beformeis ordered the removal f Tet many remained in Dowsing's time, 1643. 

Item : Payd for 2 seme (16 bushels) of lime and a lode 

of sonde m'' ni^ 

[There is something else obliterated in this entry.'] 

In the next entry appears the first application of that terrible whitewash, which 
continaed to disfigure the dioreh fi)r more than 300 years. 

Item : Payd to John Kendall for the whyfyng of the 

Churche and Chappell above and beneth . • xxiim*- viii^ 

Item : Payd to John Ijyteman for the Desk, fonte^ and 

candelbeme xiv** 

Qaery : Was this desk a polpit t It is noticeable that among aU the other church 
furniture there is no mention of a pulpit ; and it is said that polpSs were not commonly 
to be found in country churches before the sixteenth century. 

Item : payd to Rafe Borom for takyng downe of the Tolte and 
settyng up agayne x* 

Item: payd for forlocks and byndes of yeme and in- 
gayles •••••••• xvi^ ob. 

Item : payd for helpe and other thyngs • • • hysbargayne xf 

Item : payd for the bordyng of the candelbeme, and for nayles 

to Borom iiij*- iiij^ 4 4 

Query : Was this the Altar candle-beam or the Bood-beamf 

Item : payd to Borom growncellyng [ground ciUiruf] of the 

stoles [stools or benches] of the nortlie syde of chuicho xx*** 1 8 
Item : payd to the seyd Borom for makyng of the cliurche 
gate, and for mendy n^ of the pales aboughto the churche 
gate, and for nayles & for yeme worke aboughte the 

churche gate iij* liij**- 3 4 

Item : for mendyng of tho Churche howse [the stfm erasdl]. 
Item : for makyng of the stagys for the paynter and wrAter, 

& for other helpe vij*- iiij*- 7 4 

^tem : payd to John Hall tho paynter of Sudbury for tho 

worke done in the Churcbe & Chappell & Rodelofto 

r& candelbeme, & makyng of the Kyngs harmys [arms] 

xxviii*- iiir 28 4 
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Item: payd unto Sfcayworth for wrytyng of the churche & 8. d. 
chappell [? commandments] . . . xxxin*- im*^ 33 4 

Item : payd for ij quajers of paper and for makyng of iiij 
hohes for the Begester & iij bokes for the pore peple and 
hyghe wayes ij*- iiij^ 2 4 

Item : payd to M' John Gayton for vrrytyng of tJie coppy in 

the Begester of the mvetorj viij** 8 

Item : payde for a new locke to set on the cheste . iiij*- 4 

Item : payde to Dyster for mendyng of in lockes . v^ 5 

Item : payd for yeme i*- 1 

Item : payd for washyng of the churche gere . iij*- iiij*- 3 4 

Item : payd to the plimmier of Sudbury and hys man n dayes 

worke and for vn K. of sowdyer & ther borde iiij** viij*- 4 8 

Item : payde for drynke at ye helpe . . . j*' ob. 1^ 
The overplus that was solde of the lynen cloth of stayned 
and whvght more, and that was prysyd by Thomas 
Crysall & Thomas Campyon, & Pet' Grenegras, Bog' Coo, 
& Matthew Lyes, was spent in stayyng of the n sylver 
basyns longyng to Melford Church, gyvyn by Jonn Hyll 
by hys lyves ijme^ & they remayn by the commandy- 
ment of my Lord Protector unto a furder tryall, m 
the charge of Sir WiU" Drury^ Maat' Danyell^ & Sir 
Will- Walgrave. 
And beside that payd for a byll of conoplaynte and other 
charge for coomiyshone in Sir Will* Druryes and Mast' 
Danyell's hands, for the poore people, hyghe wages & 
churche goods v^ 5 

Item : for horse labor & mans labor, & paynes of thvs sewte 
and for all paynes and lete of worke not rekened but carry 
on your good rewarde. 
Also leyd oughte for the coste of Sur Edward Tyrell, 
Wyll" MJurshall, Thomas Sparpoynt, & John -rVldVede, 
to goo to my Lord Piotector and other of the Kyiigs 
Councell to have bad the gyfte of Bower HaU to ^lelfond 
for a scole, as the Kyngs Conunyshoners dyd vryU \is to 
doo xx*- 20 

Item : to Bafe Borom for mendyng of the churche ladder & 

tumberl xi*- 11 

Item : to John Corddl* for a copy makyng of the byll of com- 
jAeynt of Thomas Borker and commyshon of the same for 
the ij Sylver Basyns xii*- 1 

Item : payd for wrytyng of ij bokes of Thomas Hardy . ij*- 2 

* Was tbia John Cordell the person of that name who marriod Emma TVebbe, of 
KimboltoD, HuniB, and who was buried at Melford 7th January, 1564, and whoae aon 
was Sir Wm. Cordoll, Knight| of Melford Uall t Or it may hare been the third aon of the 
above John, and who died s.p. 
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The seyd Will" Dyke & Will" Marshall, Churchewardens, dyd not 
receyve, dyscharge nor acquytt none of thys folowyng — 

Item: Sir Will" Oldpton's gyft. 

„ The gyft of Thos. Smyth and hys wyff, & John Smyth hys son. 

„ John Barker at the Feaste. 

„ Owyn of Bobert Colman. 

„ of Robert Gager & other unknown. 

„ of olde M' Smyth for led. 

„ of now lent by ns. 

[The following are only partial extracts] : — 

1649—1550. 
Churchwardens ; Stmon Ck)Li[AN and John Gageb. 

Beceipts. 

Beceved of Wolbard of London, Merchant taylor, for a sylver 

basyn . . . xra"* v*- 

Soldo to Oder men of Sudberye 85"* of brasse . . . vi*- ix^ 

At Sudbeiye at the delyvery of the invetory of then* stuffe . vm**- 

Agayn at Burye for lyk businys ix^ 

For the Kyng s booke aette forthe by Parlamente . . iv^ 

1651—1563. 
Churchwardens; Peteb Gbeneg&as and William Sponsb. 

For the churche servyce bokes and sendyng to Burye and 

other placys to serch for the same .... xvii^ ob: 
For our expensys at Sudburyo when we went fyrst before my 

Lorde Wentford for Churche goodds .... xii*- 

Payd for the movyng of iho great orgaynes .... xil*- 
Item : for mendyng the key of the orgayne . . . . i^ 

YoT makyng ini 8uq)lossos vm*- 

Payd to my Lorde Wentworth and other the Kynge's . 

[Tl^e rest of this entry is obliterated]. . xx^ 

1563. 

Thes delyvyryd to my Lord Wentford, Sir William Walfn^ve, and 
other Commissioners at Witsenstyde, in the yere of our Lord God 
MCCCccLin [1653], wherof they resuired to the use of the towne ii 
payre of Cnalice. 
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Two basons of sylver and parcell gylt of the gyft of John Hyll, 
weying ~ ownces and vn [107 ounces']. 

One Pax of the gyft of Robert German, parcell gylte, weying vni 
ounce and a quarter. 

One Crosse with Mary and John, clean gylte, weying ^ ownce 
and IX and di. [69^ ounces]. 

One Pax of ye gyfte of Isabell Bolington, parcell gylte, weying 
vra ownces in qrs. 

One Shype [ship] of sylver and parcell gylte of the Bachelors 
gyfte, weying xni ounces and a quarter. Anno D"^ Mill"^ occco and 
XVII [1517]. 

Two Bylver Candelstycke of ye gyfte of olde John Smyth, parcell 
gylte, weying lvi ownce. 

One Censure of the gyfte of Trynyte Gylde, parcell gylte, weying 
XXVIII ownce and a quarter good. 

Two Cruett of ye gyfte of yong John Dycke, parcell gylte, weying 
X ownce and one halfe. 

Two Cruett of ye gyfte of M' Roger Smyth, parcell gylte, weying 
VII ownce and a di [7^ ounces]. 

The Rede Masse Boke adorned with jewels and stones. [Tlie 
inventory of 1529 says, **ioUh many Belies on the same.**] 

Vestments, &c. 

Thes parcelles war delyveryd also to the Comishioners at Sudburye 
at the tyme before wrytten and the same yere. 

Mem. that oerteyn paynted clothes was delyveryd to Will"' ^yng 
& Will* Smethy then Churchwardens, by S' John Cavendysh, Prest, 
to contynew to the use of the Churche duryng hysplesure, & ys now 
^fh from them : the wyche clothes was sold by Will* Marshall and 
Will* Dycke, Chorehewardens, as many other thynge war for noweht, 
asyt apperyth (althowglic^ not trulye) in their accownto isyche ysbcSore 
wrytten. iSir John Cavcvdish made his wiU in 1544.] 

Thys specyfyeth as heraflcr foUoweth of the Copi:s and Vestmekts 
belongjTig to thys Chubohe of JilELFORm:. 

Fyrst one best copo of clothe of tyssow of the g}'fte of Symon 
Smythe. 

Item : one other copo of clothe of tyssew, of the gyfte of Robert 
Heywarde. 

Item: one cope of rede vellvet braunched with goldo, with the 
sewte of the same called the best sewte. 

Item: one cope of blew welvet braunched with golde, with a 
sewte to the same. 

Item : one cope of rode welvet with the sewte of the same called 
Cokets sewte. 
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Item : one cope of rede sylke for good Fiyday, with the vestment 
to the 8ame. 

Item : one cope of crymesyn velvet of the gyfte of WiU" Dycke 
and Margery hys i¥yfe. 

Item : the sewte of the same of the gyfte of Hystres Nonneley of 
XiOndon. 

Item : one sewte of whygte braunched damaske, with two copes to 
the same. 

Item : one sewt overwome of blake damaske. 

Item: two quere copes of blew satten. 

Item : one cope of blew welvet with starres, now blake. 

Item : one vestment of rede welvet, of the gyft of John Hyl's 
wyfe, with the name of Jesus wryten in many places in gdde, belong- 
yng to John Hyls awlter. 

Item : two old quere copes. 

Item : one vestment oi doth of bawdkyn [doth of gold] with 
byrds, called Sonday vestment. 

Item : one vestment of rede sarsnet longyng to Jesus Awlter. 

Item : one vestment of grene, of the gjft of Syr Thos. Tyrett, 
Prest, longyng to Jesus Aulter. 

Item : viii Syngull Chesabulls, with some of ther albes in dekav. 

Item : one Chesabull and two tunykylle [tunides] of rede sylke 
wyth byrds, whereof the albes be now amendyd. 

Item : one cope of erene velvet of the gyft of Jone Foot, widow, 
in ye yere of owre lorde Gh>d mcccco and xvi [1516], with a sewte of 
the same. 

Item : one aulter clothe of the gyfte of Thos. Elys and Roger 
Fuller, of the dothe of Bawdekvn. 

Item : one aulter clothe of blew damaske, vrith garters upon the 
same, of the gyft of Mayster John Glopton, with all such clothes of 
sylke as longeth to the septilcure. 

Item: one aulter cloth of rede sylke» with byrds, bordered with 
blew welvet and worsted, the wich was borne over the Sacrament. 

Item: one Aulter clothe in satyn of br}dgy8 with ])ayrs and 
flowers of the gjft of Clement Thresher to the liyo alter. 

This is meant for satin of Biugcs with a pattern of pears and tiowini. The giTer^a 
name is recorded in a former inventory as ** ClemeDti Thresso, widow/' £be made ber 
will in 1525. 

Item : thre albes now with ther pavytors for the blacke sewt. 

Item: one clothe of blew sylke to bere over the sacramenti 
with Chalyces of golde enibroyded, of the gyft of Rob* Myller. 

Item : one goode vestment and one foreclothe of whyte damaske 
payiied with greiie velvet in our Ladve Chapell. 

2 
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Item : one coverlet of lynse wolse for the herse, of the gyft of 
Margaret Dyster. 

The Dister family were doihiera of Melford, and helped to rebuild the south-west 
end of the church. 

A change now comes over the scene, and the work of spoliation is 
for a time checked. Queen Mary had come to the throne, and the 
religion of the country became again Roman CathoUc. The Melford 
Papists, now once more in the ascendant, with Roger Martyn at their 
head, made an effort to re-embellish the church according to their form 
of worship ; but the attempt must have been at best a sorry one, for 
all that was handsome and valuable had been already seized by the 
Reformers, and sold or delivered up to the Royal Commissioners. 

1663. 

Memorandum that thys ys the Specyalte of the Boke belonging to 
the Church of Melforde. 

The following note is in a different handwriting ; probably Roger Martyn's : — 

The premyssis scaJteryd abrade and delyveryd ta saerewlydge persann 
toyehe payd hUe or nothyng far them^ war many af them tpayld and 
mangdyd, and same af them that war savyd we hrawght agayne as yt 
apperyth afterward in the yere af aur Lard Oad my^lui [1668j. 

Fyrst, two masse boke belonging to the hyghe aulter. 

Item : one messe boke called Jesus Messe boke. 

Item : one booke of the gyft of John Hyll. 

Item : one booke of the gyfte of Ifoyster Roger Smyth and 
Richard Boteler. 

Item : one booke of the gyft of Mayster Thos. Kerver, layt parson 
of the sayd churche. 

Item : two old messe books, one at Saynt James Cbappell and the 
other in the churohe. 

Item : one messe booke in prynte belonging to our Lady Chapell 
decayed. 

Thes be ^VNTirnoNABS of the sayd Church. 

Fyrst, one gret cowchcr of the gvfte of Mayster Koger Smythe. 

Item : one cowcher lying befor the paryshc prest. 

Item : fowre antyplionars lying within the sayd quero, of the wych 
one of ye gyft of S' Thos. Tyret. 

Hem: fyve grales ^vith one olde grayll {jgraduiaT]. 

Item : one booke of Syv John Gent, gyfn to the prest to study 
upon, lying in our lady's chapoU. 

Item : xii processyoners. 
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Item : iij manuels, one wryten & two in prynte. 

Item : one Hymnall prynted, of the gyft of Sir Edward Tyrrett, 
John HyU's prest. 

Item: one Hymnal wryten & noted, of the gyft of Mayster 
Ryehard Dodyngton. [flie was limng in 1484.J 

Item: one ordynall [the forms for ordination and consecration']. 

Item : one processyoner prynted, of the gyfte of Will" Kynge. 

Hereafter foloweth the Aulteb Clothes longing to the Cuubohe of 
Mellforde, and also the Towells and Crosse Clothes and Baner 
[banner] Clothes with Stremars [streamers]. 

Inprimis, ten aulter clothes good, wherof thre of the best be of the 
gyft of John Fote and other twayne be in the chapell of them. 

Itefia : eyght other aulter clothes which are sympull. 

Item : two canape clothes longing to the Sacrament. 

Item : one crosse clothe of sylke of the gyfte of M' Roger Marty n. 

Item : one crosse clothe of M' SWm, somtyme parson of Melforde. 

Item : fyve pryncypall towells of great length. 

Item: one aulter clothe of dyaper eyfh to ye hyghe aulter by 
Maystres Chester, A*" D^ moooocxliv [154H 

Item : fowre menar [meaner] towells for other mynystracyon. 

Item : one crosse clothe of sylke of the Bachelor's gyft, wich cost 
vj*- viij*^ [6s. 8d.], An« D"* M- quin- trice- [1530]. 

Item : two stremers of sylke, tiie one of the Bachelors gyft ; the 
other of Corpus Christi gyld. 

Item : tnre baner clothes of the gyfte of the gyldes of our Lady, 
Corpus Christi, & Saynt Peter. 

Thes be the Cobporaxes belonging to the Chubch of Melforde. 

Item: two Corporaxes with ther clothes of crymasya velvet 
embroyded with golde. 

Item : thre other good with tlieyr clothes. 

Item: one Oorporaxcs Case with the resurrection upon /// embroyded 
wyth ytnages of golde xmoardhj : all these belong to the liygho aulter. 

Item : oUier Corporaxes in the Custodye of the Chaimtrc prests. 

Thos be the Crosses, CA>a)ELsri cke, and other Parcells of Co])or fcopper] 
and Latitn [mixture of brass and tin]^ to the CuuRcu of Mklfoede 
belonging. 

Inprimis one crosso of coper & gj'lte for the weake days. 
Ile/n : one sympull cross without the foote. 
Item : the ymages of Mary and John, coper and gylte, now in the 
vestre brokyn from tho crosse. 
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Item: two great candelstyck and two secound candelstycke wich 
are called secundaryes, the soket of the one lyeth brokyn in the vestre. 

Item : two small candelstycke to the hygh aulter and two small 
candelstycke to Jesus aulter, of lattyn bothe. 

Item : two lytyll prety candelstycke of latyn belonging to John 
Hyll's aulter. 

Item : one candelstycke of lat^ with fyve braunches, now in the 
vestre. 

Item : one candelstycke of lafyn with thre braunches, now in the 
vestre. 

Item : two holy water pales of latyn wyth one holywater stycke 
of latyn [holy -water sprinkle]. 

Item : two great lectoms of latyn in the quere, wherof the one, 
thre of the feet be brokyn and be in the vestre. 

Item : one coper censure and gylte. 

Item : one basyn of latyn and another of pewder. 

Item: one ure [ewer] of pewder. 

Item : thre crosse staves, twayn good and one sympull. 

Note, in another handwxiting ( t Roger Martyn*!^ : ** Thes premuMS Ijkewyae nsjd 
as before ysaayd'* (referring to the formernoteof 1553). In the mune writing, aa fi(>Uow& 

Item : bequethd by Bobert Gager of Helford to Melford 

Churche v"* 

Mem. that I John Gager payd for the shetyng of the Sancts 
bell of the gyfte of my fathers BoV Osiers goods the 
yere of our liorde God Mcdcccxuin [1544| . u^ viij*- 
Item : by the same J. Gager of the sayd oequest • zii^^ 
Item : by the same at an other iyme • • • . zix^ 
Item : at another tyme to the mendyng of ye crosse, yj*- viij^ 
Item: xv^ Itemxnu*** 

Summa . • . . Hj'* viij** 
So ther remaynyth yet .... xlvu'- iiii^ 



Thes be the Clotiies han^ng and being aboute the Ymages in the 
Chubob and also Hutches, Gofers, TresscUs, Tables, Formes» 
Ladders, & such other Utensyls and Necessaryes to the Church 
of Helford belonging. 

Item: one sympull aulter clothe for evry day to the hygh 
aulter. 

Item : one clothe to the sayd aulter for Lent, with tcyps [whips] 
aboute with aungels. 

Item: at the Aulter of Jesus one fore cloth paynted,'of the gyft 
of Mayd Alan of Bury, and one clothe for Lento with w}'ps aboute 
and aungols. 
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It^m : at Saynt Jamies aulter one forecloth for eviT day. 

Item : one forecloth to John H jls aulter stayned of Saynt Myghdl 
& our Ladye. 

Item : two foredothes in our Lady Chappel, one of whyte damaske 
with paynes of blake yelvet, the other stayned in the kepyng of our 
Ladyes prest. 

Item : before the tpnage of the irynyte at the Hygh Aulter one 
whyte clothe. 

Item : thre before the ymage of our Ladye, one clothe blew. 

Item: before the hyghe aulter one clothe with Adam and Eve^ 
for Lent called the vayle. 

Item : one clothe before the ymage of Jesus, whyte. 

Item : thre before the ymage of our lady, one clothe whyte. 

Item : before the ymage ofSaynt Anne'one clothe whyte. 

Item: before the ymage of Saynt Leonardo one clotiie whyte. 

Item : one stayned clothe of the Trynyte hanging before John 
Hyls aulter paynted, of the gyft of Bob* Colet. 

Item: tirce long clothes called the daunee of Paule hanging be- 
for the Bode lofte, and also the yayll hanging befor the Bode, yery 
sympuIL 

Item: one dothe with a yalaunce before the ymage of Saynt 
Sayyyour, whyte. 

Item: before the ymage of Saynt John Bi^tyst one clothe whyte 
witii a yalaunce. 

Item: b^ire the ymage of Saynt John Eyangelyst one clothe 
stayned. 

Item: helare Saynt Antony one dothe whyte. 

Item : before Saynt James one dothe whyte. 

Item : before the ymage of Saynt Eateryn one dothe whyte. 

Item : before the ymage of Mary Magdalen one clothe whyte. 

Item : before the rniage of Saynt Chrystoplier one clothe whyte. 

Item : before th<* 3'in:ige of Saynt Edmund oBe lytyll dothe whyte. 

Item: before tbo }7iiages of Saynt Andro an<l Saynt Loy one 
dothe whyte [Kt. EUgnis or SL L(nfe\. 

Item: two drawn curtayns stayned before tie ^-mage of Saynt 
Georoe: new. 

item : Li our Lady Chapdl one dothe before the aulter drawn, 
^^th one blacke bukkerond dothe. 

Query, tiacir btidcimm clotk 

Item : one clothe 1 >efore the ymage of our Lady's tabemade whyte, 
imA another of the other eyde whyte, bothe of the g}^te of John Barker 
of Acton. 

Here fellows a DOta in a diflereut htndwiitix^ from tlie ret>t of tbe eotxiei io tiik 
invcntoiy. 
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Mem* that the syxt day of Apryll in the yere of oure Lorde God, 

MOOCCcxLira [1544] ther was gyfii to the churche of Melford two stayned 

clothes, wherof the one hangeth toward M' Martyn's Yle, the other to 

be usyd about the Sepulcre at Ester tyme, and also a rede coverlet for 

/ superclothe to the hygh Altre : by Mayster John Oawndysh [Gavendish^ 

' prest. 

Item : in chests belongyng to the sayd Churche. 

Inprimis : One great cheste upon the Vestre with two grete loks 
brokyn by the theves the xmi daye of Januarie: qua die Januarii 
spoliata fuit ista ecdesia Helfordiensis in Anno D' M^ Quingent : xxxi 
[16311. 

Item : one other grete cheste bounde with yrons and dyvers stapuls 
to hange on loks ; being to lay in the evydens and dedes belonging to 
the churche, and other gode uses within the towne. 

Item : one other fayre hutche to lay in the vestments, albes, and 
^ to wells. 

Item : in the Vestre beneth, a grete hutch bounde with yrens, of 
the gyffce of Sir Will- Qopton. 

The Testry beneath means the old vmtry at the back of the bhanoel, nnder the niyper 
stoiy, which was the prieat^a chamber, the floor of which is now removed. Sir William 
dopton gave thia new iron-boand chest to replace the broken one^ after the robbeiy of 
the chm:di, above me n t Joned. 

Item : two other hutches : thes more sympuL 

Item : another olde hutche, tolay in the processyoners. 

Item : at Jesus Aidter one hutch of the grft of Sir Thos: Tyrrett» 
prest. 

Item : one other chest at the Quere dore wherin the Begyster boke, 
and the churche boke be kept. 

Item : in oure Lady Chapell, n chestes in dekay. 

Item : one other hutche in Saynt Anne^s chapelL 



1554^. 

At this date it appears that the churchwardens took some of the 
foes now paid to the parson, for there often occur such entries as 
tlicse : — 

Of Eustas Strutte, for that liys mother lyethe in the Churcho s. d. 

\V' xin^ 6 8 
Of Sperpoynt for the hyryng of the churche folde one yere, ii** 2 

But sometimes what they could not get in money, they were 
obliged to take in kind, as in the following example, where part of the 
debt had been owing ten years : — 
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Received of John Gkiwger, in partye of payement of ys fethers 
legacye, thre sylke pelowes, two candelstickes, two ymage 
of alibaster, a feooke, and a peynted table, at the pryce of xv*- 
[Rather a curious job lot for the 15s. Some of the other part 

payments are entered in 1553.] 

Occasionally they got paid by instalments for legacies and be- 
quests, thus :— ^ 

Recevyd of Richard Smyth for the resydew of hys fistthers 
bequeste geven to the steple, the Mondaye after Trynyte 
Sondaye x"- £10 

So he hath answeryd the hole bequeste of hys father beyng twentye 
markes [£13. 6s. 8d.] 

At the temporary Marian return to the Roman Catholic religion, 
we note a different sort of expences laid out by the Churchwardens, 
Mr. Richard Clopton and Mr. Roger Martyn, Papists. 

1554-5. 

Payd to Homerd of Glemesford for song Sokes . . . xii^ 
To the joyner for makyng of the sepulcre and for foure 

standes for to bere upp the canape clothe . . . ii*' 

For makyng of the case wnerin the Sacramente ys . . tv^ 

1555. 
Payde to Beryes and others for watchyng of the Sepulcre . viii^ 



Beny wm tben tbe church clerk. The ncnunent on the eepnlehre was watched 
from Maimd/ Thnnday till Easter morning. 

Layde owte for the gret orijaynes makyng ... £4 iiii"- 
Layde owte for a h(^ye >\ aicr spryncle .... iii*- 
For wasshyng of the yniages and mendyng y* churclie dorc xi** 
To John (?rys for watcliynLj uppon Chrystemas nyghto . ii^ 

Layde oute for a pewter jn xe, a cope, and a lyttoU crosse . mii^ x** 
For makyng of the ymagcs of Marye and John . . . ix** 

Thej most haTe been but nide wurks of art for this price. 

To Sparrowe's wyff for makyng of cake and of appulcake 

agenst the Ale keppt in Lent xi*- 

These church aleny whereby money was prooored for the nse of the church, are 
repeatcMlIj mentioned in these accounts, and it appeara that ])eople attended them from 
cousiderable distances, for we see in another entry that a i^erson was paid for |»rr)claiming 
them in towns as far away from here as Bndntree and Ipswich. These ales were held at 
various times, such as Lent, Whitsuntide, and the feast of the dedication of the church. 

P 
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Payde owte for strekyng of the common lyght • . . xx** 

Query : What was this strekyng 1 The oommon light was kept boniixig at the 
sepulchre from Good Friday to Easterday. 

To John Grys for goyng of emmts, and watchyng the 

Sepulcre , . • . xvi^ 

For payntyng and gyldynge of the roode . . . • . x^ 

For staynyng of a crosse clothe and for frynge for the same, 
for the hanclothe of the Trynyte, for the han poles, 
and for the hanclothe of Seynt Peter . . • . mi^ viii^ 

To Hame the mason, for all hys cherge abowt the grete 

crosse on the Grene viii^ vi*- 

There is another date against this of 1556. This was the ancient market cross on 
the (}reen; so that perhaps it had been damaged by the Eeformexs, and required repairs. 

To Spon for carrying of the stones for the grete crosse on 

the Grene xn* 

For makvng upp of fower nobles, for copes bowght . . iii^ nn*- 
For an altar clothe of grene sylke and a hanbell • . vn^ iiii^ 

To M' Rycherd Clopton for a seme of malte a^ynst the 

gamynge [Ohurch ales — a seme was 8 bushels] . • xm** x^ 
For Dorrowynge of pottes at the gamynge • • . . ix^ 
To Hammont for proclamyng the Gtunes at Brantre* and to 

Peter for proclamyng them at Ypwyche • • . x^ 
Layde owte for pewter for ye orgaynes • . . . iii^ rni** 
Layde owte to ye Kyngers when the Bosshope came to town x** 

IThe next entry is a very remarkable aneJ] 
For a cope t>f blew satten, a cope of wyght wyth the Erie 
) of Oxford's armes, and for a frontlet of an altar clothe 
havyng the Lord Chamborlaynes armes . • xxx^ 

Two alter clothes, one of grene sylk wyth geets, and an- 
other of whyte fustian wyih crossys . . . . vi^ 

Queiy: What were geets? Fastian, as made at that time, was not a mean 
DiateriaL 

To Alatthew Lyes for a crosse clothe xx*" 

For settyng of xiii settes [seafs] in the Chmx^heyerde . vn^ 

For what was owvng for the games and for fyrynge . . xvi^ 

For the sante bell rope ix^ ob 

Sanctus bell, or mass bell, used at Mass at the elevation of the Host 
Layd oute to the nunnes for mendjTig of the vestimentes • viu*- 

What nuns were these ? Most of the religious houses had been dissolved long before 
this date. Periiaps they had been formerly members of some of the ejected oonimunittea. 
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To Harry Boram for makyng of tho hom© • » » i VIH'* 

To Hemes for storyng of Erassys agaynnfc (lliryn^miui i H^ 
Layde owte to M* Qoldyng for an Antlphotier iihtl M mmp 

clothe I %\%^ llll^ 

After this there follow many itenui qf lahour mut miihrUfl pii 
mending the steeple. 

It i8 noticeable that in the next account of 1/)fiO| lliOH|!ti (^UhHi 
Mary was then dead (17th Nor. 1558)» tho llomitn OhUioDh wmu^nfif 
yet continued, Mr. Roger Martyn being Ntill ohurahwM'dMi. M^H 
that time till 1575, the remainder of tho pfonisr\)mA dhtitdh if^htiHiin 
and fiimitare were finally disposed of 

15&9. 
Chnrdiwardeiifly Boon If Airmr Md if/yyirii CtmMM/f,. 

(Ezpcnditari ini^ 4f/i».) 

ForwatcfcyngoftlieSepaleri ..,,,. t^^ 

For a ic adjag of the Cmw mtmiy i^ ^ . . / . ^^ 

To M' Soger MartfB far iiOi^wiQW ^ . f^ tff^ 

For ilijiiPfitf of tt# otf^Acn tn^ ^ ^ ^ ^ # // 

ForxiT jer£8ofIdeoni[kwij feriorpfyMfi ^ / . ]f/ 

For Tjsifas of 0rfar[|M9«r^ ^ / 

To^eXjihror lUfeMyll ibr A# /fiTiMiTiif 4/ ^ ilMM ^^ 

For ft mnjor olP pflpoif ^ ^ # < . . ^ir 

Foris^fladizr(pHrO0!tf)ftnHMibrai#^lM^j^ . rrf^ r;/ 

Farcfa^ iiiriiiingdifim:»i^*h'>'>i ^ • ^ . /r/ 



^A^scjiTTrsK if T«^nif, 3rrt<»<v, '^/•>^yir, ^ 'yf^x^^ ^/v^l^^^r ^ ^rn^ 
//>^ ^;iiiif*m*r>^rvi^/o^ ^ -tif^iiviiFi ryjir^rJ^ ^.r^v^ /-r^. 



108 PLATE, JUBNITUEB, AND VESTMENTS OP MELFORD CHUBOH. 

Item iij crosse staves remaynyng in the vestre. 

Item j payntyd clothe of the crucyfyx part servyth for the crosse 
staffe. 

Item j sacre bell [8anctu8heU,for the elevation oftheHost']. 

Item j paxe of wood. 

Item a handbell bowght of John Kyng with ye church monyes. 

Note [in another handwriting]. As for vestments and copes wyche 
remaynyth in ye churche appereth by bylles indentyd, wherof one re- 
maynyth with Will* Smethe & Thos. Bparpoynt, churchwardens for 
this yere. A® D"* 1669. Another with M' Koger Martyn ; and the 
third with Will"* Berye, clerke. 

So that within the time from 1554 to 1559 a namber of the ▼estmenti^ ^sa, had 
again been cUsperBed and got rid o( moat of them probably after the death of Queen 
Maiy. 

Chestes, Hutches & Fbesse^ with other such lyke Thynges. 

Inprimis a dorse [close] presse the wyche the copes hangyth in. 

Item. In the vestre fower great chests bownd with yron. 

Item. Another old hutche, with a long cheete of borde. 

Item. A table ther with a forme. 

Item. XJppon the soler [upper chamber] in the vestre, two hutches 
well bownde with veme and fower great Iocks perteynyng to them. 

Item. One other playn huto^ ther for to lay in the napre [napery]. 

Item. A case of borde ther. 

Item. A long cheste in the Ghauncell. 

Item, m formes in the same Chauncell. 

Item. lu great ladders and thre other lytle ladders wherof one ys 
in the vestre. 

Item. One lyUe longe hutche stondyng in W Glopton's yeld havyng 
a locke and keye with yren [iron] partioions therin. 

hem. One other hutche with a coveryng of olde red canvas. 

Hem. In our Ladyes Chapix^ll n olde hutches bomnle with 
yorne. 

hem. One table with hys frame wyche servyth for Xjo lay copes 
theron. 

Item. One lytle forme wyclic was parson Malletts. 

Item. A pastall [paschal] standard [Oandleeticlc for the Ooepd 
^Idr. nf the AUar.'^ 

Item. A harrow for the tcncblo candells. 

This w:i8 for the aervioe of the Tcnebne on Good Friday. It was a sort of frame or 
candlestick, holding 14 yellow wax Oinilles and one white one; the jellow ones repre- 
aeuting the eleven Apoatlefl^ the Virgin Mary, Mary the wife of CleophaB, and Mary 
Magdalene. Of these candles, one was extinguished after each pejilin ; but the white one, 
which was called the Jndus candle, was held behind the altar during the Benedictus and 
tlien brought bagk, to typify <Jhri8t'a resurrection from the dead. 
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CusHyNGS, with Corpres [oorporas] Cases, and Lynnen Clothes for 

ye same. 

Inprimis : iv cushens wherof two ar of blew sylke storred with 
down, and two other whyte and red of sattyn of Bryggys [manufactured 
at Bruges]. 

Item. Ill olde cushens. 

Item. An olde coverlet of domyxe. 

Dornjx was a ooane damask, originally made at ToumaL 

In the following accounts only the entries of greater interest have 
been selected. From the receipt for timber of the Rood-loft and other 
parts of the Church which had been sold, it is evident that the work 
of demolition was yet going on. 

Extracts from Churchwardens* Accounts. 

1562. 

Thomas Spabpoykt and Will^ Smethe, Churchwardens. 

Eeeeipts. 

Recevved of Mistres Warbelton of the legases of hir hus- 
band Master Francis Clopton xl*- 

Beceyved of Pamers of Sudberye for GyUe of the Bod lofle 

and for the carved tymber of ye same .... xxn^ 

Becveyved of Will* Dashe for tymber that ye Bode stode 

upon* n^ xi^ 

Beceyved of Bobard Alfunder for a peoe of the partycions 

that was at Af Clopton's Chappell • • . • xix^ 

Bece\'Yed of John and Gylb* Gringrass for 4 bordes that 

longed to y* Aulter xiii** 

lleceyved of Qylb* and John Gringrass and John Humfcr}'e 
ibr sertayne trashe whichc cam of tiis Bode lofte atuJ yc 
Aulter ^ . . • X' VIII*- 

Kece}'ved of Mistres Glojftonfor nu AiUter stone. . . vi*- 

J^aymeiits. 

Tayde to John Prime for yo niendjTig of both ye sydes of 
ye churche wher ye Bode lol'te wiis : and for ye pa\'inge 
of Mistres Smith's grave in** viii** 

Item paydo to Prime for the wLiteing of the Chauncell . iv*- 

* Dash was' an innkeepor, and lived at the Hart now Brook House, and also held 
tlie Hall mill 
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Payde to Nicolas Corder for the takyng down of ye Rode 

poft] andmakyngof yelectome . . . • ni^ 

Payde tolNTicolas Corder and Will" Roper for takyng downe 

of ye Rode ;, . ii*- 

^Lofle.'' — ^This word is here scratched oat^ and the word "aoller,'* or apper floor, 
entered in lien thereof The great crucifix had been taken down long before. 

Payde to John Sparpoynt for meat and drynke for them 

whiche dyd take downe ye Rode SoUer . • • m^ vin*- 
Payde to Pryme for ye scrapeing owt of the payntinges all ye 

lengths of ye quire xvi^ 

Payde to Nicolas Corder for ye making of a childe bere and 

for nayles for it iv^ 

Payde for the injuncions iv^ 

Payde for 2 bokes of Prayer and of fitsting that were latlye 

restored . • • vin*- 

Payde to ye Commishyoners and to hir Majesty for ye pre- 
sentment of ye Regesterboke xvi^ 

Payde for the writyng out of the Regester boke • • . m^ vi*- 
Payde for the Charge at Sayn Edmond Buiy before the Com- 

mishyoner n^ vi** 

Payde for a hors here forthe by Glar f • • • • iv^ 
Payde for the Commaondemente boke • . . . xz'* 
Payde to John Smeth for the oarying of cl^e to Glemes- 

fordbrege at the oommandemente of AP Martyn • . n*- iv'* 

1563. 
The same Churchwardens. 

Tlio following entries appear to refer to the first adoption in this parish of the sjstflBi 
of poor-lai^-s of 1535. 

Paydo to Symonne Gawsonno out of the monye of the 
pore, which monye M' Martyn did receyve of the 
sayd Symon Cawsonno, for the howse called 
'* Stranaen Howee** xxx^ iii^ iv** 

Paydo to John Flecher for the kepyng of the pore chvld 
called " Bothe/' for a year and a q' ana 9 weekes 
at vi^ a week xxxvii*- 

Pavdo to John Brembele for the bryngyng up of the 
pore chyld called "Bott/* as M' Clopton, M' 

• The first entries in this Kegister-book date from 1609. Begisterbooks were fint 
ordered to be kept in 1539. 

t liorse-hire bjr the Clare road. 
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Smyth, Will" Ellis, and Symon Cawsonne, and the 

other y* men of the towne ware agreed to give him xxx^ iV*- 

Payde to Edward Hazshall and Manode and hys wyffe 
for howse rente for the kepyng of Bobart Bent when 
he lave bedrede with them to his deth • . • xxviu** vin^ 

Payde to John Bede for Mother Grengrasse for the iyme 

that she was wyth hym . . . . . vn** iV** 

Item : Geven in lynnen doUie to the somme of ^ and 
m yeards, whiche coste vm^ 6b a yarde, that was 
geven to the pore in shyrtes and smokkes, whose 
names doth followe, the skore and aitetene, and 
made of them ^ and m at i^ ob a pece, and xv 
gowne was made v"* ix^ i^ 

This qiuunt entry of goods tappliad to the poor, ia of 143 jardf of linen at 8^ a 
yaidf of which were made 63 ahirti and ahiftsi at 1|<L each for making, which were die- 
tribated to 38 families. The £5. 98. Id. does not seem to include any ehaige for making 
the 15 gowns or peUacoats. 

1563 to 1567. 

Thoscas SiOTHE and John Grtngrasse, Churchwardens. 

Memo. Nothing received of the Widowe Spowner daring the 
said accomptant time for the landes called ^* Hopkm Heywardes. 

This was the charity land, called the ^ Oigan land," which was somehow lost to the 
parish hefiore the year 1600. 

1567 to 1569. 

WiLLiAH Ghaplek and John GsocERy Churchwardens. 

Expence of the reparadons of the Churche . . . v**- xi*- x*- 

Memo. Nothmgaunswered by M' Francis Clopton, esquier, during 
tie sayd accomptant time : neytlier in the time of Tho : Sim-the and 
Jo : Grcnegrasbeinge then Churchewardens for the landes aforesayd 
calle<i Hopkin Heywardes, contrary to his agrement as ai)i>crcth : per 
afili XXX*- 

Yki:elye Rentes due to any use w^i the towne of Melford : as 

folio weth : — 

Bower Ilall, Pentlowe, per aim to tho pore . . • n*^ i\*' 

Thumes in Cranmer Strete, lilelford, to the pore . . xxxvi'- n*- 
Two Croftes geven by Rob** Alfounder to the men- | 

dyngo of the glasse wyndowes of the sowth syde > iii** iv**- 

of tile Churche J 

Nelys — Ilyeways in"- xiii* iv^ 

Hopkyn lieywardes — Cburcho xxx*- 



112 PLATE, FUENITUBE, AND VESTMENTS OP MELPOED OHUECH* 

1569 to 1572. 
WiLL^ Bllts and Stmon Cawston, Churchwardens, 

Owing (inter aha) by Francis Olopton, Esquier, for the 
ferme of londe called " Hopkyn Heywards/* geven 
to the Churche, from the t^e that the wedow Spon 
dyd foregoe the same, imtyll Mychellmas, 1572 . x"- xi^ i^ 

1572 to 1575. 
John Gbooeb and Wtlltah Chapeltne, Churchwardens. 

Layde oute for the purchase of the Tenement called 
Osmundes, bowte of W* Allen, 1575 : and lette 

forira«-p:ann -^li [£80] 

[This is now let for jB85— 1873-] 

1575 to 1580. 

John Oroceb and Will^ Chaplen, Churchwardens : and after the 
death of Chaplkn, Bobebt Cbtsall. 

The Bentes of Nelys and Bower Hall are the same as in the 
yere 1569, but the rente of Thums is now encreased to xxzvn*- x^ 
p: ann. 
Uesceved for certen tyle and for oulde lymber solde • x** 

Agtinst the foUowiog entries of liles of diiudi rmtaamiM and fundtore tliere if tUi 
note in the maiginy in another handwriting : ** Enqoirend pro particalaribii% et quo 
warranto rendita erant et de yalore." And there is a further note against the entnr dT 
the oope deliyered to Dr. Stjll, who was Arehdeaoon of Sudbniy in 1579: ^^Bedpitor 
iiide : quo warranto liberatam fuit" 

llescevedofWill" EUys for certen Goopes [copes] and 

Vestments solde to him x^ 

Jfcm : Of Thomas Dyke for c( rten Coopes solde to him • vi*- vm** 

Item : One coope delyvery^l to Doctor Styll. 

Item : For certen caundellstycke and other thyngs solde 
to Symonde Cawston , Smyth of Burtons, John 
Smethe, and to Arethur Younger • . • • in'* iiii*" 

In this account of 1575 to 15S0, the last entries occur of the sale 
of copes, candlesticks, or other articles pertaining to the service of the 
Roman Catholic faith. It is evident by all the previous accounts that 
the bulk of the altar-cloths, vestments, aU the plate and jewellery, and 
most of the gear of any value, had been delivered up to the Royal 
Commissioners. 
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What was eventuaDy Bold was mainly material, pulled down and 
set aside in the progress of demolition. Thus in the accounts of sales 
we find only realized by copes sold, 16s. 8d. ; cloths for images, 
£1. 5s. 8d. ; various materials, £4. 5s. lOd. ; materials of the rood-lofl, 
£3. lis. 2d. ; materials of altars, £1. 128. 5d. ; memorial and bederoll 
brasses, £2. 13s.; one large alabaster imager 3s. ; others. Is. 8d; and 
several great images^ 68. 8d. : the total for many images of lis. 4d., 
proving that they were clearly at that time a drug in the market ; 
while in 1554 there was paid for the making of two images only, Mary 
and John, 98. And, finally, among the sales, the great churchyard 
stone cross was sold for 28. 4d. 



1575 to 1580, 

Payde owte. 

Payde : For Bred and wyne for a communion for J. Smethe 

and wedow Alefounder iiu^' 

Thii it the fint entiy in the pariah aoooonts of the poivhaM of sicnmental elements. 

Payde : To John Gawger for wiytinge of the Regester and 

for Buinge and allowynge the same at Sudburye . . in*- ii^' 
To Mr. Martins man for makinge the lease betweene the 
Towne and Allen for Osmundes vi*- 

25 Dec' 1576, Payde for wyne for the Communyon . • vxii*- 

The fixBt entry €i paathtme €( mcxtJiumUl wine bt f^^ 

To Oawger for wrytinge the Regester^ suinge the same, 

and for his paynes in*" viii*- 

26 May 1577. Payde for wine for the Communyon • vi*- 
Payde for wrytinge the articles viu*- 

For mendynge the Connmniyon clothe that Coppm rent. itii^ 
For X yeroes of HoUund for surples . . . . xiii'* vi^ 

1579. Payde to Fyrmyn lie Glasyer of Sudburje for de- 
faceinge of the sentences and imagerie in the glasse 

wyndowes ii^ 

Payde to the apparator for the certificat of the visit aeon 

made by Doctor Stvll, Archdeacon . • • . xxi*- 
To the Archdeacon of Siulburje for his cherges . . ii^ 
Payde for bawderyks for tlic belles the X*^ of February 

[bellropes] ivi^ 

27 Aprj'U : Payde to Corder for mendinge of the Churclie 

style at M'- Cloptons beryall ii*- 

FiiUicis Clopton, son of the Luilder of Kentwell Hall, married Agnes Craue, of 
Cliilton, and died the 5th April, 1578. 

Q 
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Payde : for Bredd and Wine for the Communyon . • xiii^ 

First entry of the parchase of br&»d for public oommunion. 

To Grawger for wrytinge of the Regester of Christeninges 
and Buryalls, and for his cherges at the sewall [suing] 
at Sudbury in*- vm^ 

Washynge of the Communyon clothes and surpleces • iii*** 
Payde for the firste tome of Homylyes • • ... xu*^ 
13th April 1579. Payde to John Gkiwger for wrytinge of 

the Begyter of Christeninges, maryedges, and buryaUes m*- viii^ 

For writeing of the verdict at the Busshoppes visitacon . xvi^ 

For Articles ther, and a benevolens towards Bath 
Churche vi*- 

To the Ringers when the Bosshoppe came throwe Mel- 
forde Ill*- iiii^ 

Payde outefor the Eye Wayes. 

1575. Hye wayes and Bridges , . . . . xicvn*- lui^ 

1577 xxxnn'-ix*- 

1578 xuii*-vi*- 

1579. Layde oute the m Maye ait the Quarter Sessions 
at Burye and at the Asnzes there the zxm Julye, 
for the traverse of the indiotament founde agaynst 

the Towne for repayring of Badbridge • . ZLm*- n^ 

The town of Melford had denied their liabOitj to repair the bridge at Bodbridge ; 
ihej were therefore prooeeded against bj indiotinenty and a Terdiot giren against them. 
Their l^gal oosts of £2. Ss. 2d. were not Teiy laige. Ladj Cordell, b/ her will, a few 
yean later, left £2 for the repair of Rodbridge. 

1580. Hyewayes and Bridges XLVin** x^ 

PaiftJefor the Pare. 
Payde to Peter Candeler for kejiinge of a base obflde lx** 

1581. 
BoBEBT Crvsall, CbuTohwarden. 

In this year, and the three yearn following^ only one churchwarden is named. 

l^ayde to Gawger, Gierke, for regysteringe of marradges, christeninges, 
and Burryalls in*- nin 

Paydo to Darbye the apparitor for Doctor Dayes visita- 
tion xiii"*- 

Item : For mallmesey wine for a communyon on Newe 

yeres daye vih^* 
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Item : For a oote for tbe boye that Candder kepes ii** 

Item : Pajde to Candeler for n sherte for the forsayd 

boye .- n' viii*"- 

Payde for the taze of the Towne oute of Bowerhall rente iiii^ 
Item : For thehallf yeres rente of Mother Scryvener her 

howse • • • II'' 

Item : For the bmyinge of Mother Spyknan . • xvi^' 

Payde onte sy* thenee by the sayd acoompt to Master 

Skynner for the defence of the suyte of Carter's 

in&nt agaynst one Fynnyn iii*' iiii^ 

1&82. 
John Mitob, Churchwarden. 

The Major fionilj owned lead now in Melferd Place Fknn. 

Beceved one whole yeres rant of the ferme of Osmundes, 

dewe and ended at core Ladye .... v^ 

80 thb rent bad been nJaed from £4» wbidi it was in 1575. 
Payde for n newe stoles xl*- 

Stooh : profaabl J dinrdi benAe a 
Payde to Cloughe for the Glocke makeinge • • . xl*- vi^ 

Tbia most bare been a new doek ; for tbere are man j amall entries before ibis date 
for rqiairing and keeping in order a former dock, wbieb, from tbe frequency of its repair* 
appears to bare been tat an indiffersnt timekeeper. 



1582 to 1584. 
Hugh Isaoke, Churchwarden. 

Paydo for n Bhnrtes for one of Phillippes sunnee • ii*' vi^ 

For one woyte cote for Harry Cbamfylde . . n*- vui*- 

And for him ii*- 

Gc'vcu by Doctor Jones comandomente to twoo scoUcrs of 

Jloiiforde ii* 

Tlie following ezpenaes relate to the repair of a broken bell, amounting in tbe total 
t. £j. 2i. 7d. 



For takeinge downe the broken Belle 

For carryinge the broken belle to Burye . 

For helpe to loade it 

For layde oute at Burye for wayinge the belle 

Two jomeys to Burye .... 

For raakingethe wry tinge between the Churchwardens 

and the Sellfounder ii^ 

Q 2 
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To the Bellfounder for castinge of the belle and metalle, iii"- xrai^ ii*- 
For hangeinge the belle xi** vm*- 

1680- 
James Basset, Grent., & Bob* Spaeke, Churchwardens. 

Payments. 

Imp' There was layd out by them at the (Jenerals at 
Sudbury on the 8* day of May 1679, and at the 
Generals at Melford on ye 16**' of Octob' followinge, 
for the drawiuge of their presentments and their £. s. d. 
charges to the apparitor, sidesmen & themselves . 01 05 11 
They spent upon the boys when they went the bounds 

of the parish 00 03 02 

To a travaileinge stranger 00 00 06 

For mending the 4*^ Bell wheel 00 00 06 

For mending the 6*^ Bell 00 00 06 

For ye ringers on Gunpowder treason . • . . 00 01 03 
For ye ringers on ye kinge's birthday . . . • 00 01 00 
For mendmg the Gtovemors PewdoQr [the Governor of 

theHospitaX] 00 00 06 

For Bred for ye Gomunions 00 01 04 

To Thos. Windle for 18 quarts of wine for the Comunions 

throughout the year 01 00 10 

Receipts. 

Of the Feoffees for Thu&is for Juilfe a years rent ending 

at Lady Day 1679. . * 05 00 00 

Of Ar Witham for the buryal of his child within the 

church 00 06 08 

Of M' Ilobart for the buryall of his father within the 

clmrch • 00 OG 08 

Of ^P Boston for the buiyall of his mother within the 

clmrch 00 06 08 

Of Dr. iJisbie for the Pigeon duvg i>vl of (lie Steele . 00 02 06 
Tbey received upon Rate 12 02 06 

1C31, 
Jakks Basset & Rob^ Sparke, Churohwardens. 
licctipU. 
A six months rate . 73 10 Oo 

Ko receipts of charideB. 

From Will. Corker, being the remanent of ye money 

gathered for drums, &c 00 1 1 00 
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Payments. 

To the apparitor, for a proclamatioii, a fast book, & £. 8. d. 

two citations 00 02 00 

For a Book of Canons for the use of ve church . • . 00 01 00 
Bepaires of Roof of south Isle of 

church, viz. : carpenter. Will 

Borley 17 12 02 

Smith's work, John Maynard • 01 16 10 ob. 
Plumber Joseph Sawyer (including 

10402"- old lead 2230*" new 

lead) . . .. 41 15 04 

61 04 04 ob. 

Bepaires done to the Steeple *. • • . 05 12 06 ob. 
Repaires Church Porch, Vestry, Churchyard, in- 
cluding inter alia 06 11 03 ob. 

Planck for ye seat in ye Church 

Porch 00 05 00 

For board about the young men*$ 

seat in tJie North Isle & fixing . 00 01 06 
For an iron chain for ye porch . 00 03 09 

Oeneral Expenses. 

For bread for ye communion for ye year . . 00 01 02 

For wine do. do. . . • . 00 19 00 
For cutting the bryars about the church, cleaning the 
churchyard, & mending the old pales against the 

ecclesiastical visitation^ 00 02 06 

For cleaning ye church against je said visitation^ . . 00 02 06 

To the visitors of the church bemg their usual fees 00 02 06 

For a bottle of sack to entertain them . • • .00 02 00 

To two rogueing travailers [whocluated theehurehwardens'] 00 01 00 

For nu nding ye bruise in one of ye silver flagons . ('0 <>0 06 

1G32. 
John Kkopp & Tiios. Page, Churchwardens. 

Ileceii'ts {inter alia). 

By rate from the several inhabitants of this parish of 

^lelford and the outlcets tlicrounto belonging . 73 08 00 

By money from the estate in Bower Hall . • . 02 16 04 

* So the brian were generallj allowed to grow up to the chQrch, which was bc^Moid 
cleaned inside, and onlj the fear of the Tinitation produced a little effort of tidying up. 
Perhu|)8 it was wise to propitiate the vihitors, and help to keep them in good humour 
with a lx)ttle of sack. 
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Payments {inter alia). 

For the book called ** Te Beasons far dis^alving the last £. s. d. 

Parliament,** ordered to be read in church • • 00 00 06 
For cleaning ye Church against the Generalls held in 

the same 00 05 00 

For the other charges at the two Visitations • . 01 04 08 

For bread & beer at ye perambulation . . . . 00 03 00 

For bread for the Comunions for the year . • . 00 01 02 

For wine for the Comunions do • . . 01 15 00 

For a Comon Prayer book 00 11 07 

Ye Singers on 29 May & 5 Nov 01 00 00 

To Darson for catching of several foxes . • . 00 07 00 

For 7 travellers 00 02 06 

For ye Apparitor when he brought the Kings de- 
claration 00 00 06 

For a warrant to distreyn Eegden conceminge the 

WollenAct 00 01 00 

29tli of OharlM XL, obliging all penons to be bazied in woollen, or tbe penon 
directing the fiinend to forfeit £S. 

Repairs of Church Roof, &0 64 17 06 



1683. 

[Same Churchwardens.] 

Receipts. 

From the tenant of Thumbs (part of £10 rent) . . 06 00 00 
Froui Osmunds by the hands of M' John Drew at two 

several times 13 03 09 

From Osmimds by the hands of the said W Drew at an- 
other time 04 19 03 

Payments. 

For bread for the Oomunions 00 00 09 

For vnne for the Comunions of the year . • . 01 01 04 

Paid to several passengers . . . ... • 00 01 00 

For a book of Articles 00 00 06 

For 4 passengers more 00 01 00 

To altering the 7^ bell clapper 00 05 00 

Repaires of the Church 30 16 03 
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1683- 

John Knofp & Thos. Page, Churchwardens. 

A Catalogue of the severall Utensills belonging to the Chuech of 
Melpobd as they were sunreighed and accounted for by M' John 
Knopp and M' Thos. Page, Churchwardens, and by them delivered 
to the following Churchwardens. 

In the Vestry. 

1. A large ironbound hutch with 3 keys belonging thereunto — the * 
one in the custody of the Bector, the other two in ye hands of the 
present Churchwardens : and in the said hutch the several writeings 
and evidences belon^g to the parish. 

2. A Table, a krge Chaire, 2 forms, a large press and shelves, 
and two charity boxes. 

3. A large Surplice and a Divine's Hood. 

4. A book of Homilys, a book of Articles, a book of Canons, and 
a table of Marriage. 

5. The Parish Register, an old black Churche Book for fair 
accounts, another weekly book for accounts, and a third for registring 
preachers names and bne&. 

6. A black herse death purchased out of the alter money for the 
use of the Towne. ' 

In the Ohaneel. 

1. A decent table of wood placed alterwise at the east end of the 
sayd Chancelle, with pesses thereunto belonging. 

2. A green cloath carpet for the same, given by Sir Robert 
Cordell, Baronet, and Dame Margaret his wife, i^o 1661. 

3. A damask table cloath with two damask napkins, given by 
Nathaniel Bisbie, Rector, Anno 1661. 

4. Two silver flagons gilt, each of them weighing sixty-eight 
ounces at 8^ 6^ per ounce, with inscriptions setting forth the donors 
and their Coat of Anns. They cost £57. l** 10^ and were given by 
Sii- Thomas Darcy then of Kentwell Hall in Melford, and Dame Jone 
his wife, Anno 1674. 

5. Two leather cases for the said flagons given by the afore- 
mentioned benefieu^tors. 

6. One silver Chalice given by M' William Gilbert, late Rector of 
this parish, weighing sixteen ounces, with this following inscription — 
" Guliclmus Gilbert quondam Rector Ecclesias Melfordiensis me legavit 
eidera."— (1600-1618). 

7. One silver Chalice weighing fifteen ounces and a halfe, with \ 
this inscription, ** Deo sacrum et Ecclesisd parochiali de Melford, Suff. I 
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votdvum." Purchased by the sale of a smaller Chalice and Altar 
money. 

8. One .large silver Patin with last mentioned inscription, pur- 
chased by the sde of a smaller patin and Altar money, and weigheth 
four ounces and sixteen pennyweight, which said chalices and patin 
were gilt, at a cost of £5. 1. 6., to suit with the flagons aforesaid. 

9. Two large Pewter fli^ons with this inscription, "Trinity 
parish, in Long Melford, 1616.'' 

10. One Pewter Chalice and patin, purchased with Alter or 
ofiertory money, to be used with the Pewter flagons in the absence or 
disappoyntment of the aforesaid gilt flagons. 

For the Desk and Pulpit. 

1. A large green serge Cushion with a silk fringe, formerly be- 
longing to the pulpit, now to the desk. 

2. A new large Common Prayer book and two old ones. 
8. A large Bible. 

4. A large green velvet pulpit death fringed, given by Sir Bob^ 
Cordell, Bart, and Dame Margaret his wife, lettered "b. lu Anno 
1661." 

5. A large green velvet cushion fringed, suitable to the aforesaid 
pulpit cloath and given by the aforesaid Benefactors. 

In the Steeple. 

1. Eight well tuned Bdls with wheels and ropes, and all other 
necessaiTS thereunto belonging. 

2. One Saints Bell, upon which the dock striketh^ 

In the Church. 

A spade, a shovell, a mattock, a long iron nave spoon, a dii-t skip, 
a ladd(T of two and twenty steps, another ladder of twelve stei)s, two 
large Biers, one childs Bier, one Ci*adle for repairs. 

Belonging to the Ohureh. 

(1.) Twdve leathern Buckets in the Church, twelve more at 
M' Hobarts house in Hall Street— six more at M' Knopi>'8 house in 
the said street — six more at Ford Uall in Bridge Street, and two iron 
Cromes at the Signe of the Black Bull in Hall Street. 

[Tlie entire stock and plant of the Melford Fire Brigade.^ 
(2.) Two head pieces, two Breast pieces, two Back pieces, two 
Gorgets, two Pikes, one old sword ; all gathered together by Nich' 
Steed, and now layed up in the Vestry. 
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This account of the weaponB, both offensive and defenfliTe, in the pariah armoury 
furnishes us with an idea of the Long Melford train-band, or militia companj of the 
period. It is evident that the officer carried the sword as well as a pike ; and in aiddition, 
there was also a proportionate band, for we find elsewhere a mention of a parish dnim : 
but as there is no record of anj accoutrements for the drummer, he was probably a sort 
of plain-clothes musician, and a non-combatant It is a matter of deep regret that the 
name of our gallant townsman, who was the officer commanding the force at this time, 
has not been handed down to us. We may well picture to ourselves how the ardent 
military spirit of the people of Melford must have been at times stirred to the utmost 
pitch of enthusiasm, when the gallant Melford corps, consisting of the one fully-armed 
private^ led by the commanding officer with the old sword, and headed by the plain-clothes 
drummer with the drum, marched through the street for occasional reviews and manoeuvres 
of the force on the Green. As old Roger Martyn would have expressed it, *' A noble 
sight, and goodly to behold.** 

(joods, Obnahekts, and Utensils belonging to Melford Chubch. 

1763. 

Two Silver Flagons washed with gold, weighing 65 ounces apiece. 

Two Silver Cups washed with gold. 

One Silver Salver washed with gold, weighing about 26 ounces. 

Two Carpets for the Communion Table, of blue and green cloth. 

One Pulpit Cloth and Cushion, of purple velvet. 

One fine Damask Cloth and two I^apkms for the Communion 
Table. 

Two Surplices of Holland and one black silk Scarf. 

Three Common Praver Books. 

One large Bible of me last inmslation. 

A Book of Homilies. 

Eight Bells with their frames and appurtenances, as they now 
hang, containing in weight sixtv-seven hundred, which were altered to 
that weight by a faculty from the Bishop. 

Bells. 
Note in Churchwardens' Book, 1775. 

8 bells thought to weigh — Xo. 1, 8 cwt. ; No. 2, 4 cwt. ; No. 3, 
r> cwt. ; No. 4, 7 cwt. ; No. 5, 9 cwt. ; No. 6, 12 cwt. ; No. 7, 17 cwt. ; 
tenor, 21 cwt. 

In 1791 the tenor is stated to weigh 16 cwt. 1 qr. 

Note. — The toUl of these wdght« doen not agree with the previouF < ntry (»f 1753. 

Plate. 

1775. 2 silver flagons washed with gold . . .65 oz. each. 
2 „ cups „ „ 

1 „ salver „ „ ... 20 „ 

K 
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At a vestry called for the purpose of replacing the Communion 
Plate lately lost, it was resolved that 2 flagons, 2 cups, 1 
salver, and 1 offering-plate, of silver, be purchased by rate 
on the whole parish. They were accordingly provided in 
Oct. 1776, by E. Scales, silversmith, Strand, London. 

2 silver flagons, weighing about • . .55 oz. each. 

^ ,, cups ff ,y • • •••••.• 

2 „ salvers ,, ,, . . • 36 oz. the two. 

The church plate had, for the second time^ been stolen bj thieyes. 

1777. The Plate was now kept at Melford Hall, and was used for 

Communions 19 times in that year. 

1778. The same was used 14 times. 
1780. 22 times. 

The following entries also occur in the Churchwardens' accounts. 

1782. Paid for a Bassoon and Reeds for the Church Singers, £2 12** 0^ 
1784. Paid for HandePs Oratorio of the Messiah, lO*- 6*- 

The effect must have been eolemn and tmlj grand when played bj the talented 
Melford mmdcians with the new baanoony reeds, and base viol I 

1789. Paid for a form of Prayer of Thanksgiving for his Majesty's 

recoveiT, l** 
1797. Paid for building Churchyard stone wall, £5. I*- 6*- 

1799. Paid for 8 volumes of Aniold's music books, 18*- 6^ 

1800. Paid Ringers on account of peace, £1. 1*- 0^ 
1809. Paid for a Base Viol and case, £7. 2*- 0*- 

Paid Mr. Blxmden for erecting a gothic gallery, and forming a 
gothic window in the tower, with door and staircase, 
£124. 4'- 0*- 

Tliis earfy ffoMe gallery was presumably yet more nnsightlj than its socctwor, for it 
was re))laced bj another goMe gallery in 1828, haring only stood nineteen ycsin. 

Paid for painting the pews, £51. l*- 0*- 
]813. Paid Ringers for the battle of Vittoria, £1. 1. 0. 

Paid Ringers for the Coronation, £1. 11. 6. 

Paid Ringers on news of the war, £1. 1 1. 6. 

Paid for an iron chest tor the Registers, £5. 5. 0. 
181 k Paid Ringers on peace with America, £1. 11. 6. 

In 1850 the plate is entered as 

Two silver Flagons, weighing about 55 ounces each. 
Two Silver Cups. 

Two Silver Salvers, weighing about 86 ounces the ])air. 
All inscribed " Rev*- Robebt Bltts, Rector." 

GeOBGE LaKGDALK) mi ^ r- I-- XT 

John Uaywaud j Cburcbwardens [m 1, /o]. 



PLATE, FUBNITUBE, AND VESTMENTS IN MELFOQD GHUBCH. 123 

1850. The Eegisters of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, which 
commence January, 1559, amount at this date to 12 volumes. 

In 1853 a new silver salver was purchased at the cost of £10. 7s., 
whereon is inscribed 

1869. The two silver cups, being of very ugly and inconvenient 
shape, were altered, and gilt internally. 

The weight of the tenor bell is stated in 1850 to be 16 cwt. 1 qr., 
and it is stated also at that date that *' three of the Bells have been , 
recently recast.'* 

Since that period another of the bells, which was broken, has been 
recast, and machinery for chiming by one person has been adapted to 
the bells. 

The following account of the collection of alms to rebuild the 
Church Tower, destroyed by lightning, and which in its fall injured 
some of the adjoining parts of we Church, furnishes the date of the 
occurrence. 

Restoration of Melfobd Church Tower, and part of the Church, after 

Destruction by Lightning. 

19th May, 1711. Queen Ann^ by her letters patent, under the 
Great Seal of Great Britain, granted unto the minister, church- 
wardens, and inhabitants of the parish of Lon^ Melford, in the county 
of Suffolk, license to ask and receive the charitable contributions and 
assistance of all her loving subjects ** for the enabling them to repair 
and rebuild their parish church and steeple " : and appointed ** Sir 
Thomas Hanmer a Sir Robert Da vers, B*", John Moor, Ch* Moor, 
Chas. Firebrace, John Foley, Geo. Golding, Tbos. Williams, John 
Gurdon, Josh. Alston, Thos. Taylor, & Chr' Appleby, Esq", Fnmcis 
Hutchinson, & Nich* Cl^gatt D" in Dinn^, Jas. Johnson, Clerk, Chas. 
John Drew, & Matt^ Richardson, Gentlemen, Beceivers & Trustees." 

24/A June, 1711. The said John Moor, Chas. Firebrace, J. Gnrdon, 
J. Johnson, and Matt. Richardson, under their hands and seals, ap])ointed 
Wm. Green, Edw. Ward, and Hen. AValker, all of Stafford, Gent", as their 
deputies to ask, collect^ receive, &c. 

Th«*^<? tbre<? lafft-mentioiied persons a]>p<ar to have been the common fkrmcTs of bnefn 
at thfit i»eri<K]. There ifl no farther availaMe record aa to what anms were eventually 
collect<Hi, and. happily for the fame of tb*- airchitect who bailt the present hidoous new 
ttracturt* in 1725, his name is boned in oblivion. 
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CHAPTER V. 

MONUMENTS AND BBASSES, &C. 

The Jfartyn Aisle of Long Melford Church. 

IN this aisle or chapel there is an ancient altar tomb of green Purbeck 
marblC) of the same description as that of the old church font. 
The brasses for a husband and two wives are gone from it; but 
their matrices remain. This is generally said to have been the tomb 
of Lawrence Martyn and his two wives, and to have had the image 
of St. Lawrence with his gridiron over him. But only the name of 
one wife, ** Marion/' appears in the Martyn pedigree, or is recorded 
on the external mural mscription of this portion of the church, which 
was completed through his Mnevolence, tnough it is doubtful whether 
this part of the work was beeun in his lifetime^ for he is said to have 
died 1460. Here also is buned Roger Martyn, Bencher of Lincoln's 
Inn, who died 1542, and who had two wives, Mary, daughter of 
Thomas Mountnev, of Monntnessing, in Essex, and Alice, daughter of 
Forde, of Hadleign. In his will, ii^e the 20th April, 1535 (proved 
14th October, 1M2), he directs thus : — *^ My body to be buryed in the 
South Be in Melford Churche, which my fietther caused to be made, 
before the image of our Blessed Lady of Pyttie, betwixt my tombe, 
and the place where my last wyfe [Alice Forde] lyeth buryed ; and 
sone after my dethe, I mil there be gravyd suerly in 59*a««e, and sett in 
tJie valbi ageynst my seyd Tombe, tlie true entent of this my last \vyll, 
expressing therein the contynuaunce of my father's preest ami myne, 
keeping of our Obytt daye, i)aying of the por people : and for the 
bedrow le according after my mynde as more plainly shall appere afler- 
warde," &c. This plate was no doubt afterwards taken down, as being 
superstitious, being the roll of dead ])ersons for whom mass vras to be 
said ; but in the south wall, near tlie tomb, there remains the space 
where this square brass plate was let into the wall ; and also an old 
holy-water stoup, which was probably near the altar of Jesus, on or 
near which was the image of our Lady of Pity. There are some large 
slabs ill this chapel which have lost their brasses, and it is not 
known with certainty to which of the family they belonged ; but one 
Rf'diard Martyn, by his will, dated 13th June, 1500, and proved 
11th September in the same year, directs that his body be ** buried 
in the South He of Melford Church, by my wife," to which aisle he 
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also left £40 for reparation; and to St. James's chapel (Melford 
Chapel Green) 20 shillmgs. Laurence Marty n^ by his will, dated 13 th 
November, 1516, proved 16th December, 1518, directs that his body is 
to be buried " in the Churcheyarde of Melford Church, on the south side, 
by the^ndowe of the VII oacraments.^* 

Brass portraits still remain of Boger Martyn, Recusant, who died 
1615, aged 89, and of his two wives, Ursula, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Jermyn, of Rushbrooke, Suffolk, buried at Melford, 30th April, 1562 ; 
and Margaret, the second wife, daughter of Walter Bowles, of co. 
Pembroke, Esq., buried at Melford, 16th April, 1578 ; and two brasses < 
of their children, six sons (two of whom died very young) and four 
daughters. The inscription on the brass is ''Here lyeth Roger 
Martin of Long Melford, esquier, who dyed the third day of August, 
in the yeare of our Lord 1615, and in 89*^ yeare of his age." His 
son Thomas, by Margaret Bowles, the second wife, went abroad to the 
wars when 35 years of age, and was never heard of afterwards. 

There is also a brass of Richard Martyn^ son of the above Roger, 
and of his three wives, Eleanor, daughter of Francis Mannock, Esq.,' 
of Gifford's Hall, Suffolk ; Barbara, daughter of Thomas Daniel, Esq., 
of Acton, Suffolk, buried at Melford, 29th July, 1592 ; and Alice, 
daughter of Edmund Smith, Esq., of Tuddenham, Suffolk. The in- 
scription is simply ** Richard Martin died the 8^ of March, 1624, etat. 
65 ^ears." There were also four shields of arms, the brass of one of 
which remains, and three brasses of babies, the brasses of two of which 
remain. There is also a brass of a young man and a child together, 
and a square matrix of a brass. 

The last Martyn memorial is for Sir Boger Marlijn^ the third 
baronet, who was bom 1689; married 5th June, 1739, Sophia, 
daughter of Brigadier-General Lewis Mordaunt, brother to the Earl of 
Peterborough: she died 22nd Dec, 1762. The in8cri])tion is, "In 
memory of Sir Roger Martyn, Bai-t., who died y* 4th June, 1701, aged 
73 years/' 

Among the other Martyn slabs which have lost their brasses, the 
following remain in the Maityn cbapel with their matrices only, in the 
6tono>^. 

One for a man and his two wives, another for a woman, w ith four 
shields of arms. 

The following were also in iliis chapel, but are now iu the south 
aisle. 

A slab with the matrices of two women with a scroll over them, 
and two shields of arms. 

A slab with the matrices of a man and two wives, and of two 
brasses for children. 

A slab with the matrices of a man and two wives, with a shield 
of arms, and of two brasses for sons and daughters. 
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There was also in this Martyn chapel or chancel an old pew, with 
much quaint and grotesque carving, and with the arms of Martyn, 
Eden (1st wife of Eichard Martyn, who died 1672), and others. This 
pew was removed at the last restoration of the church : its panels are 
now at Melford Place. 

The cloth-marks of the Martyns, who were settled at Melford from 
the time of Richard II., appear on thirteen stone shields outside and 
above the Martyn chapel, bearing also the initials of Laurence and 
Roger (or Richard) Martyn. 

V Clopton Monuments. 

In the record of the church, notice has already been made of 
the recessed tomb in the north wall, in which is the effigy in armour of 
Sir William Clopton, who died in 1446, and who was the father of 
John Clopton, the great benefactor to the church. 

On a brass plate below the figure of Sir William Clopton is an 
epitaph in queer doggerel Latin^ as follows : — 

** Dapailifl et Iftiigiia, pnideD% et in onmibas ArgoB 
Artibui et gnarui^ geoeroao Muignlne ckros, 
Canditnr hSo Tammo dopton Will'us in arto^ 
Bed nimis edgiio^ tento Tirtatii Amioa 
Hie dam vifrait pradentb nomeii habebet 
Juste ; nam cnnotii dare merit teoaa aalatit; 
Coniilinmooe petent fit leeior inde reoedens 
QiAiii Temens: iiempe diaoordes paoia amore 
Neotere gandebat, dape qiioa propria rafovebat 
Paaperiw patuit sua janiia aemper, abivit 
Nolliia ab hae vaeaua indigeiia aeo peregrin'. 
Quid moror t heu feim mora • • • • at rata Tolt sors 
M. C. qoater, sexto Christ! qoater X simol anno 
Haio mnndo mpait qaa Xpa hiee qaieriti 
Aogasti mense, i>ost festam Tii]|;iQis alme^ 
Qutfta nempe di**, T'ernardi Tif;diaq: 
Haio tbori s^cia fuerat Margena bina : 
Prima fuit naUi Darrj, Fraonoesq: aeoanda." 

On the recessed sides of tlic tomb there had been brasses, of 
wliich the matrices only remain. 

Near his tomb is a fine brass of his second wife, Margerj- Francjrs, 
in her coat of arms. She died 1424. 

The name Darcy in the last line of the epitaph was a mistake of 
1 ho engraver of the brass^ for Drmy. His son, John Clopton, who 
die d 1408, is buried near his monument, commonly called the Easter 
tomb, in the recess of the chancel, which is open also to the Clopton 
Chapel. 

This tomb is of Furbeck marble. The site on which it, like similar 
Easter tombs, is erected, was in old days esteemed the most holy 
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place of sepulture ; and fix)m its use as a table for the sacred vessels 
and elements on sacramental occasions, it was coveted by the pious 
for their last resting-place, that when the congregation came to pay 
their devotions to our Lord's Body at the holy seasons, they might 
be moved to pray for the repose of the souls ot those interred in the 
Easter tomb, who were generally persons of rank or note. At certain 
seasons lights were kept burning before it : there were the " Common 
light;'' the "Batchelors' light;" and the "Husbandmen's," or 
married men's, light. 

In the vaulted arch over this tomb there are fresco portraits of 
John Clopton, his wife, and their children ; but they are now, alas I * 
almost obliterated, from neglect and mischief; but a figure of our 
Saviour is still fairly discernible. He is dressed in a green and red 
garment, and shows the wounds in his side, feet, and hands, and drops 
of blood on his forehead, but without a crown of thorns. In his rignt 
hand he bears a cross with a small banner attached, with a red cross 
on it. His left hand is raised in the act of blessing, and over him is 
the inscription, " Omnis qui vivit et credit in me non morietur in 
sdtemum.' 

Near to this tomb, in the chancel floor, there was a large monu- 
mental stone slab to Sir William Clopton, Knight (son of John 
Clopton), who died 20th Februuy, 1530, aged 80 years. This slab 
has been removed to the north aisle floor. All the brasses are gone 
from it, except one i^eld bearing the arms of Clopton impaling those 
of Sir William's first wife, Joane, daughter of William Marrow, who 
was Lord Mayor of London in 1455. His second wife was Thomazine, 
daughter of Thomas Knevit, of Stanwey, in Essex. There is still 
remaining in the Clopton or Kentwell Aisle, a very perfect brass effigy 
of Francis Clopton (died 1558), son of the last-named Sir William 
Clopton by his second wife, Thomazine Knevit, with the arms of 
Clopton impaling those of Francis Clopton's tliird wife, Bridget, 
(laughter of Itobert Crane, Esq. (His two other wives' names were 
Nc vil and Hasset.) There is also a fine brass of a priest, with four 
sliields of Clopton : this is probably Sir W. Clopton's youni^er son by 
Joaue Marrow, •* Robert Clopton, a Priest, 22 Henrj- Vill." There is 
another slab with the brass of a young lady without coat of arms 
( ? circa 1480), and a fine brass portrait of the wife of a Clopton (circa 
1430), besides the before-mentioned one of Margerj- Francys, 1424 ; and 
several other slabs which have lost their brasses, and of which only the 
matrices remain : these following are now in the north aisle ; viz. — 

Of a man and his two wives. 

Of an inscription and a shield, but with no figure. 

Of a man and his wife. 

Of a man and his two wives — from his mouth had issued a scroll, 
and there had been an inscription under them — and a small brass above. 
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Of a man and two shields of arms. 

The slab already noticed of Sir William Clopton and his wife, of 
which only the brass of one shield, Clopton impahng Marrow, remains. 

Of a man, and two shields of arms, and of a small brass mider. 

Of a man and wife. 

Of a man, with a legend issuing from his mouth — ^a shield of arms, 
and he has had an inscription under him. 

Of a man and his two wives, with sons and one daughter. 

Of a man and his wife. 

It may be incidentally here noted that of 55 portraits in braw which were recorded 
ae in this church, only 24 now remain. Some of the stone slabs were xmder the pew 
floors. 

In a slab in the floor, near to the door of the Kentwell Chapel, 
there is a brass plate, which bears the following inscription : — 

^* Depositum Thomsd Clopton Armiger, sub hoc marmore tumulati 
filii et hsdredis (quatuor granmoribus natu fratribus Thoma, Francisco, 
Willielmo, et Georgio sine prole eztinctis), Willielmi Clopton, Armigeri, 
et Mariffi filisa Georgii Penent, generosi, secundsa susb conjugis. Iste 
ti/ieti^i^p^ Thomas ex Maria uzore sua fili&^lizabethsB Mildmav qonsortis susa 

^'u^ . duobus susceptis filiis Williellmo tllopton, Milito, et Waltero Clopton, 
Armigero, et filiabus totidem Elisabetha et Maria nuncupatis placide in 
Domino obdormuit die xi Feb'* A. D^ hdxcvii®, A. ZL Begin. Eliz. 
superstito relicta eadem Maria qusB duobus a yiri charissimi morto non 
exactis annis die xix Deeemb' A. D"^ mdxcix^ A. xlu Beginsa ejusdem 
ultimu^m natt» debitum persolvit et sepelitur in Eodesia Sancti 
Martini Westmonasteriensis.'' 

This Thomas dopton's will was dated 20th Jannaiy, 1097, and proved 16Ui Maj, 
1598 ; buried 16th Febmarj, 1597. He married, in 1591, Maiy, dsogbter of Sir William 
Waldegrave, of Smalhridge, Knight 8he died 1599. Their eldest son. Sir William 
ClojitoD, Knight, married, nrst^ Anne^ daughter of Sir Thomas BaniardisUm ; and seoondlj, 
ElizabeUi, dM^ter of Sir Ones AUington. The tablet to the first m-ife is in tlie Kentwdl 

The Kentwell Chapel, or Clopton Chantry, as it is difTerently 
called, had been at one time very richly and elaborately oi-namenteOy 
tl lough now sadly defaced. Undcmeatli it are the vaults of tlie Cloptons 
and subsemient owners of Kentwell. There are two stone seduiain 
tlie side of the chapel, and a holy-water stoup and credence over, so 
that doubtless there stood an altir under the window at the east 
end. It was also apparently partially resided in by a chantrv priest, 
for near the entrance-door there still exists a fireplace with a cliimney- 
flue in a recess, which has a beautii'ully carved stone ceiling over it; 
and near to this there is a small window opening into the churchyard, 
now bricked up, through which he could receive supplies and communi- 
cate with persons outside, without leaving the church. 

In the comer of the west aud south walls there is a very perfect 
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double hagioscope or squint, by which the officiating priest and others 
in the Clopton Aisle of the church, could see the high altar through 
the comer of this chapel. In the side wall of the larger squint there 
remains visible a picture of the Virgin and Child in colours : the Virgin 
is represented standing on a sort of bracket, and the figures had been 
thrown into relief by a broad side shadow. They are now unfortunately 
almost obliterated. In the south wall are beautifully carved, recessed, 
and canopied niches, in stone, for the twelve apostles ; and under them 
is the arch open from this chapel into the chancel, over the tomb of 
John Clopton. On that wall are also shields with the arms of Clopton, 
impaling several marriages ; and in addition to others before-named, 
there are Fitzlangley, Bellhouse, and Comard or De Grey. In the 
north wall is part of a Clopton monument, with a shield of twenty 
quarterings. Also a tablet with Clopton impaling Bamardistou, of the 
date of 1615, for the first wife of Sir William Clopton of Kentwell, 
knighted at Newmarket 20th February, 1613, who died March, 1618, 
ag^ 27. His two wives were, first, Anne, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Bamardiston, Knight, of Clare, Suffolk. She was married at Clare, 
1st January, 1610, her husband being then only about 19, and she IG 
years old. She died 4th February, 1615, a^ed 20. The second wife 
was Elizabeth, widow of Sir Henry Fallavicine, and daughter of Sir 
Giles Allington, of Horseheath, where she was married to Sir William 
Clopton, 80th October, 1617. She remarried,- thirdly, Sir John Tracy, 
Emght. 

There is also here a monumental slab for Dame«6issellia (died 
29th May, 1661), wife of Sir Thomas Darcy, Bart, of Kentwell.- She 
was the daughter of Sir Symonds d'Ewes, Bart., by Anne his wife, 
who was sole daughter and heir of the above-mentioned Sir WiUiam 
Clopton (by bis first wife). Dame Anne was baptized at Clare, 2nd 
March, 1612. Ladies api)ear to have married young in those days, for 
plie was only 14J years old when, on the 24th October, 1626, she 
in;ii ried Sir Symonds d'Ewrs. Another slab in this chapel is of 1701, in 
in^Miiory of Dame Dorothy, wift5 of Sir Hugh Middelton. Slie was a 
iliiui^hter of Sir William Ojrl.uider, Bart., by Dorothy, dani^liter of Sir 
I'rniicis Clarke, Bart. On the slab are the arms of Middelton impaling 
O^Mander. In the south wall there are also the matrices iviuaining of 
Fovcral small mural brasses of many figures, the bi-asses ol' which are 
gone. 

Nearly the whole of tho walls of this chapel had in yaM times been 
covered wth Scriptural legends and prayers in black letter, now C(n'cred 
with wliitewash (perhaps by the Eeformers), and, with the exeejnion of 
a few scattered words, no longer decipherable. These inscriptions 
appear to have been detached subjects, for traces remain of coloured 
borders to some of them, separating them from others. The ceiling 
was painted blue, and had on it leaden six-pointed stars, gilt. The 
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moulded rafters were painted red, with white scrolls on them, bearing 
alternately on each the words " | H U mercy," "And gramercy." 
Between the feet of each of the rafters there had been filling-in pieces 
of carved wood gilt, each bearing a coloured shield of arms of Clopton 
intermarriages, and beneath them, in black letter, the names of the 
families represented. Only one of these now remains (which has been 
removed from its original place), from 'which all colour is gone. The 
arms were those of Walcote, Azure a lion rampant. Or, impaling Clopton. 
A sister of Sir Thomas Clopton, who died 1383, married a Walcote. 
In CoUings's book on Gothic ornaments, another shield is shown as 
then existing (it is now lost), which was evidently Clopton and Francis. 
CoUings also copies two of the verses in this chapel. ' 

Another portion of the ornament is of great interest ; it consists 
of a carved scroll which runs round the cornice of the four sides of 
the chapel, on the face of which are a series of black letter inscriptions, 
each of eight lines, in verse, of a religious nature, the authorship of 
which is attributed to John Lydgate, the learned monk of Bury (a 
disciple of Chaucer), who died 1440, aged 60.* This scroll was once 
brilliantly painted. It commences in the S.-E. comer, with a man's 
hand issuing fit)m a brown garment, holding the end of it. The back 
parts of the turns of the scroll had been red on a green background, 
and throughout these parts was a beautiful carved running pattern of 
interlaced green stems and foliage with flowers, having a sort of pine- 
shaped centre, gilt. The border under the scroll was red, with a 
carved roll pattern in gold. 

• 

* Whether theee ▼e r ie e are reall j his, might perhapi be verified hj tome one who 
ooald minntelj aeftroh the M8S. in the HarleiAii ooUeotuML There seemi, however, but 
httle reeson to doabt the fiust Among Lydgate*! world, pablithed efter his death, ere 
u follows : ^ The 8ege and Dystrucoyon of the Worthy City of Thebes," with reprints of 
15CI and 1687 ; ^The Ljf and Deth of Hector, one of the fyxtt and monte poissante^ 
valvaut, and renooned Monarches of the World, called the Nyne Wortli} <</' reprinted in 
l<n'4 ; <« The Lyvea and Myncles of the Sayntes,** MS. HarL S378, fol. 101 ; «'The Ljf 
of Dure Ladye,* printed by CSaxton between 1 470 and 1480 ; ^ Ttojvi lioke : tiie Hystone^ 
S«p«, and Dystrooqyon of Troye," priiit-d 1513 ; and «*The Fall of rriiic*." One i 
of this latter is here given as an exatnplo of Lydcate^s sUle in tecidnr writing, for < 
|MirirK)n with the TesMs in the Clopton cluintry ; aUowiiig for Uiis distinction : — 



^ Oute of the Frenche I droogh it of entent 
Kot worde by wordc, but followyng in substance 
And from Paris to Kiiglande yt sent 
Onlie of pnrpnsi* to do you ptesanee. 
Have me excusid, my name ys John Ljdgate 
Rude of langagt*, I was not bom in Fimnoe 
Her curious metres in P^nglisshe to translate 
Of other tonge 1 have no suffisanoe." 

It seems curious that the poem in the church should never have been transcribed ; but all 
inquiries have fiedled to discover any copy of the inscriptions in the Clopton chantn- chapel, 
the greater part of which are now unfortunately lost 
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This colouring is now all faded and tarnished, and the scroll has 
been sadly mutilated in past times by ignorant workpeople. Cracks 
have been filled up with dabs of mortar, and, worse still, several of the 
inscriptions have had large pieces cut out of them to admit the heads 
of iron bolts, let in for some repairs. These misusages, combined with 
the effect of time, have rendered illegible a great part of the poem ; 
but the portion which remains decipherable runs as follows. Com- 
mencing from the hand, on the south side (the parts obliterated being 
marked with asterisks, and the doubtful words bracketed in italics) :— 



(1) Now in the name of oare lord I H S 

of right hool herte and in our bent entent 
our Ijf rom^bfyng firoward and vicioiiB 
ay contr arye t o the commandement 
of Crist I H u now wyth aTiaement 
the lord beeeching of mercy and pete 
our yonthe and age that we have mygpent 
wyth thia wootd nerqy knelyng on oar kne, 

(S) O I H U merqy wyth support of thy grace 
for thy meke passion remebre our coplent 
durynge our lyf with many gret trespase 
by many wrongfa path wher we have myswent: 
we now murpose hj grace influent 
[io t] ealle to remembraunce of fuifetis don to the 

wyth I H S merqy knelyng on our knei 



(3) And under support I HS of thyn &TOur 
Or we posse hens t his is hody o ur en tent 
to make the I HS to be chef Surviourf 
for our laste wyll set in our testament : 
weehe of ouraelf be insulBciente 
* * * but merqy and pete 

be pferred or thoa do jugement 
to us thait call<* to the I H S on our kne. 



(4) Our wretcliM lif to amende and correcte 
we us pposo with support of thy ersoe 
thy deth thy p^isMion thy cros shal us directe 
which suffrcilist deth I H U &r our trespace : 
we wreccbis unworthy to loke on thy face 
thy feet enibnicjng to which we thsnkful wynne 
wyll we have here leiser tyme and space 
they requyrcnge thuii wole begynne. 



f This word stands for Muperv'sor. In all old wills tlie testator not only named hb 
executors, but also a supervLK>r to Lim testsmentb 

s 2 
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(5) O myghtj lord of power m jghtjest 
wyth onte whom sH force is febjlneese 
boanteoos I H U of goode goodljest 
mercj to grannte or thou thy domys dresse : 
delaye rigr to punnishe our wikkednesse 
{bri/ng not our trespass) to remembranoe 

O bliised I H U of thy hygh goodnesse 
graunte or we deye shrifb hosill and repentancOi 

(6) Though thou be myghty and art eke mcable [t mereyabU] 
to alle folkis that mekely theym repente 

we wrecchis oontnous [I eontrarioua] and culpable 

to alle outragis redy to assent : 

but of hool herte and will in our entent 

of olde and newe and vecious goYemanoe 

of youthe and age and of tyme myspent 

graunte or we deye shrifte hosill and repentanoep 

(7) Of our confession receiTe the sacrifice 
by our tonge offeiid unto the 

that we may feyn in alle our best guyse 
meekly with davyd have on ns merce : 
save aJle oar soles that they not cankered be 
with iron olde mate of disespeianoe 
whiche of hool herte knelynge on oar kne 
graunte or wa deye shrifte hosill and repentance. 

This is the end of the scroll on the south side of the chapel. It 
then continues round on the west side; but this part is in worse 
condition than the rest, and only one verse is partially legible ; and 
even this one is very imperfect. The words decipherable in it are 
(doubtfully) :— 



heryng this vojse after we shall * * 

* « that place in God ye « 

and vices al from thetis doremewe 
thyn holy gont dose in that tyme risw 
parte not lyhtly iiu<k«* such cheTesaanoe 
to encrease in I H S uiid Tices to eschewe 
and or we dyo hhiifu' LoHell and rspentaanoe. 



Tlie inscription on the north side has been miicli mutilated, 
Lugo ]X)rtions having been cut nway to let in the heads of iron bolts, 
wliicli have been inserted in modem days for coarse repairs. The 
remains of the versos run thus : — 

Save as thyn serviints * * in thyn metcj 
for lak of whiche let iis not be oonfoandid 
TAB im bolt i«( te * l»oi>e stante fynally 
U«: iMoriptio.ctit.] ♦ the I H U and gnmndid : 
for oiir [1 tresjMue] I H U thou wert woondid 
naked on the rootle by loortall gret penaunce 
by whiche the power of Satan was confoundM 
graunte or we deye shrifte hodell and repentance. 
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WiUi wepjng ejen and contrite cbier 

[? ffear] us I H U and our complejn conceyre 

us most an worthy to lok the to [iroa boU i«t !■ Ur«] [I nere] 

-whiche in ourself no Tertu aperceve : 

but of thjn mercy by grace us receive 

by aynful levitig brought unto owtrance 

praye we wyth good hope whiche may us not deceyre 

graunte or we we deye shrifte hoeell and repentance. 

Cryeogetothe ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

whiche with thyn blood wer * and made 

and on cheriharaday f gaf us to * 

tliyn bliaaed body I H U in forme of bred 

to OS most synfid grannie or we be ded 
« * « « « « 

that wyth aharpe thorn wer * outreged 
or we paase hens shrifte hosell and repentaunce. 

And piti our request in especiall 
graunte ns I H U while we be her alyve 
evyr to have enprynted in our memoriall 
he rememberaonoe of thyn wouods lyve : 

J'lnm bolt tot is hwv.] with the speer that did thyn herte ryve 
7 ihe Crown] of thorn which was no final penaonce 
angage and tonge us onely to shrive 
the holy nnoion ahrifie hosell and repentaonoe 

All the tokens of thyn passion 

we praye the I H U grave hem in our memorie 

dueiy narked myd centre of oar reson 

on odverie thyn tryamphal ♦ Fj^^ ^^1 nmdarie] 

man to restore to Uiyn etemall * L J [t Aorne] 

by mediacon of thy meke deliveraans 

oat of the exile vyayt and transitone 

when we hens passe shrifie hosell and repentaunce 

Of mercy reqnyreng now in tyme 
of oar myendr th<* myd pojnt most pfoand 
this woord I H U our fyne witt to enlamyne 
in len^)it(> ami l>ndt lyk a laroe woande: 
alle idill th<>u;;h u*h Avoyde and confoande 
thyn * * * cast at chaancc 
the nK>]» aD«l jN-lcr to which thoa wer boun<le 
graunte or we lievc shrifta hosell and repentaunce. 

Of this imiyer mekcly we make an end 
ander thyn lut'ioj full supportaeion 
precious | H U ^aunte wherer we wende 
to have meiiiori(^ upon thyne passion : 

testymouyall of our redemcion 

« « « « « 

« « ♦ « « 

graunte or we deye shrifte hosell and repentannce. 

-t^ Char Thursday, or Shear Thursday, was the old English name for Blaundy Tharsday 
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This concludes tlie poem. There are some fiirther verses on the 
cornice on the east side, but they are of a different character. Some 
of them are much defaced, and in great part illegible. What remains 
appears to be as follows :t — 

Oh man setie up thine eye an see 

what mortall peyne I sufired for your trespace 

with pitona voys I crye and seye to the 

behold my woonda behold myn blody face : 

behold the rebukes that doth me so manace 

behold myn enemes that don me so despice 

* ♦ ♦ retayn now to grace , 

was [myn blood f] offered in sacrifice. 

Behold my lore and gere me now ageyn 
behold I &ioi your ramsion for to paye 
se how my herte open [t bleed] nnd pleyn 
your gostly enimyes only to affraye : 
a harder batayle no man myght assays 



of alls the tiyumphys the grettest [I high} 
* * je mm no legear [deUe I paifi] 
I gay my blood for yon in sacrifice. 

Tume now agyn your synnys ye forsake 
behold and sa If ought be left behynde 
how'l to merojr am rady you to take 
gyre me your hart and beth no more unkynda : 
your lore and mf togedir doth hee bynde 
and lete him nerer parte * * wyoe 
when ye wer lost [t / did youJynde\ 
my Uod I guejid for you in sacrifice. 

Enprynte theese thjiig in your inward thought 
and grave hem dep in your remembraunce 
thyuke on theym well and fomta theym nought 
al this I suffered to don you a&egeaunce : 
and with my seyntes to gere you suffidaunoe 
in the hevenly courte for yoifl did devyse 
a {dace etemall [7 ofreele and plea$aiune$\ 
for which my blood I offered gajid in aacriOce. 



t It is curious to compare with these Terses, the authorship of which is uncertain, 
tlie stanzas (27 in number) at the end of John Hardyng's *' Chronicle,** called ** A 
lamentable complaynt of cure Saviour and Kyng etemall to sinfuU man, his brother 
naturall." The poem commences as follows : 

^ Brother abydc I I the desire and praye 
Abyde, abyde, and here thy brother spekc ; 
Behold my Ixnly in this blody waye 
Bruysid and betyn with whippes that wold not breke." 

John Hardyng was living in the year 1465. 
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The first five lines of the next verse are quite gone. 



« 



have on your were and beth of right glad chier 

* make daj \}/anoaird] on your pjlgryiiiage 

* now thjn tyme ye eobI alude here 
«««««« 

«««««« 

Cometh on my frend myn * * moet [dear f] 
for which I offered myn blood in sacrifice. 

This last verse, which is greatly defaced, completes the inscrip- 
tioD on the scroll border. On the centre ridge ^rder of the roof, 
which, like all the rest, had been highly colour^, there were on both* 
sides a series of small labels, each bearing a sentence in abbreviated 
Latin, and forming a litany. Many of these, which are yet legible, run 
as follows, each label being here given separately : — 

South Side of Centre Girder. | North Side of Centre Girder. 



Per mysterm nee 
IncaDacoifl tue lib. 
Per natiTitate toa lib. 
Per scam drcmaiaidm 
Per baptism ^ 

Per tempHonem lib * 
Per cmce et paadoD6 
Per glor reanfbione 

Per gam Iti spoa 
Sacoore nobis dne. 
Indiejudicislib. 



Propidos esio 
Pounce nobis dne. 
Ab omnimalo 
Libera nos dne. 
Ab insidiis diaboli lib. 
Ab omni imimdieia 
Mentis et Qorpii lib. 
Ab immidis cogitaddbs' 
Impftnrisa * lib. 



On the lower west ^rder there is a scroll like the upper ones, on 
the commencement of which is painted a hooded figure, with the hands 
joined in jprayer. The six inscriptions on this scroll are, with the ex- 
ception of a few words, almost effaced. In the first verse, the 4tb, 
r>th, and 6th lines remain ilius : — 

to sle the dragon with hjrs hedes sevene 
dauDtyng the |)Ower of this * * leveno 
out of his thraldom to make joo GocI free. 

The second verse commences, — 

O alle ye datigbters of Jerusalem. 

But the rest of the verses arc too much defaced to make sense of. 

In the Clopton or Kentwell chancel aisle, there is placed (by iw- 
mission^ an altar tomb of white marble, in momorv of Vicc-Aamiral 
Sir Hyde Parker, Hart., who was lost with all hands in ll.M/s ship 
CatOf about 1732; and for his son Sir Harr}^ Parker, Bart., who died 
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1812. Also above it a mural monument of coloured marbles, made at 
Malta, erected by the oflBcers and crew of H.M.'s steam frigate Fire- 
brand, to the memory of Captain Hyde Parker, R.N., who was killed 
in storming a Russian battery at Sulina, on the Danube, 1854, aged 
29. The inscription runs as follows : — 

" In memory of Captain Hyde Parker, of H.M.'s steam frigate 
Firebrand (eldest son of Vice- Admiral Hyde Parker, C.B.), who fell 
gloriously while leading on his men to the storm of a Russian forti- 
fication at the Sulina mouth of the Danube, July 8th, 1854, aged 29 
years. The British burial-ground of Pera, of Constantinople, holds all 
of him that could die ; but so long as a great intellect, a high and 
spotless character, and devotion to his country, even to the death, 
can command love and respect, so long will his name live in the 
foremost ranks of those who died too early for all save their own 
fame. 

*^ This monument is erected by the officers, seamen, and marines 
of n.M.S. Firebrand, the last sad tribute of their honour and 
affection." 

The Chakcel. 

In the chancel is a beautiful and very costly tomb of alabaster 
and coloured marbles (said to have been made in Italy) to Sir William 
Cordell, Knight, Speaker of the House of Conmions, and a Privy 
Councillor in the reign of Philip and Mary, and Master of the Rolls 
under Queen Elizabeth. He was granted Melford Hall and manor after 
the dissolution of the Abbey of Bury. He founded and richly endowed 
the Hospital of the Holy Trinity in Melford, and died 1580. This fine 
tomb has six columns, supportmg a canopy, on the front of which is 
his shield of arms in the centre, with a shield of arftis at each comer, 
with many quarterings, and underneath is the recumbent figure of the 
knight, in armour. At his feet is a cockatrice, which was his crest, 
wliicli is also represented in all the panels of the canopy ; and in 
rccN^i^scs at the back and sides are four female figures oi* tlio cardinal 
vi]*tu<'s. The Latin ]nscri])tions on the monument ran tlius in two 
]):iiiel3: — 

Itt 'Hlo Qulidmus habt^t requiem, Oordellni^ avito 
Stemmate vir clarun, olarior ingenio. 
Hie studiia prinios coii8iiini«it fortiter anooii, 
Mox et eaoHaniui streauus actor eraL 
Tanta illi doctrinii iiurat, fiicundia, tanta, 
T7t Parlamenti ptiblica lingiia forel 
Poetea (actus equ<-8 Regime arcana Sfarie, 
Gonailia, et patria* gnindc subibat opua. 
Factus est et costos Hotulorum ; ui^nte aenecti 
In Christo morieiifli cepit ad aatra viaoL 
Pauperibus lai^gus, victiim, ve^mque ministraiis 
In8u])er Hospitii condidit ille domain. 
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This is quaintiy rendered in English by Puller in these verses : — 

Here William Oottbd doUi in rest remain. 
Greet bj lue bifth, but greater bj his bndn ; 
Plying his aiiidies hard his joath throogboaiy 
Of caoees he became a pleader stoat 
His learning deqp audi eloquence did Tent^ 
He was chose npea ktr of the F^riiamenk 
Afterward«» knight^ Queen Mazy did him make. 
And counsellor, state wock to nndertaka, 
And Master of the BoUs. Well worn with age^ 
Dying in Christy heaven was his ntmost stagei 
Diet and dothas to poor he gave at laige, 
And a fiur AlmAonae fMinded on his <£uge. 



2nd]y. Hone aflnsb Piineepi^ aennt Respabtica tota 

Esse Timm m e iitis et idetate graTem. 
Vir pins et jnstot qnem non a tramite rect& 

8iTe odiom poCerat fleotere sire metiML 
Qui quod pdlidtas focnt senrayit et idem. 

Qm Titare maloa wmt^ amare bonos. 
Primns amidtjgi coltor, convictor amcsons ; 

Oandidns et ritm fiMtos ad omne decos 
Nee dobtom est qni sic Tizit Titamq* reliqoit 

Qoin nunc cseliodos ^Miitos later aget 

There are many more of the Cordell fionily buried in the vault in 
the chancel, but, strangely enough, none have any monumental records. 
In the chancel are luso mural tablets for Sir Williun Parker, the 
7th baronet, died 1830 ; and for Sir ^de Parker, the 8th baronet, 
who died 1856. Also for Admiral Sir Hvde Parker, Knight, and for 
his sons, Admiral Hyde Parker, C.B., diea 1854 ; Iiieut.-(Mneral John 
Boteler Parker, C.^, died 1851, and Lieut. Harry Parker, of the Cold- 
stream Guards, killed while carrying the colours of the regiment at the 
battle of Talavera, 1809. 



Among other mural tablets in the church there are monuments 
to John Moore, of Keiitwell, 1753. 

Rev. Jas. Johnson, Bector of Melford^ 1740-1. (His son became 
Bi^bop of Worcester.) 

Elizabeth Parker, of Kentwell, widow, 1833. 

Frances Almack, wife of Riehard Almack, Ksa., 1840 ; and Jane, 
wife of the Rev. Henry Buckberry Faulkner, of Westgate House, 
Alelford, 1832.^ 

Airs. Harriet Oliver, a great benefactress to this parish, had only 
a hatchment, and no other memorial. 

Besides the Mai't}Ti and Clopton pavimental slabs there are stones 
in the floors of the aisles, with inscriptions to the following persons : — 
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SouUh Aisle. 

Rev. John Leroo, Rector of Melford, who died 18th January, 
1819, aged 65 ; and to his two wives, Mary, who died 21st December, 
1793; and Ann, who died 17th October, 1805. This slab was 
originally in the choir, and the inscription goes on to say, *^ Their 
remains are deposited beneath, and two yards to the right of this 
stone, facing the Altar.'' (This and some of the other slabs have been 
removed from their original positions.) 

The Rev. Nathaniel Bisbie, D.D., Rector of Melford, who was 
deprived 1689, for refusing to take the oath of allegiance to King 
William III. The inscription is very illegible, and a blank piece of 
stone has been let into it. He is thereon described as '* Qm dubiis 
rebus sibi constans,'' &c. He died 1695, aged 61. His wife was the 
daughter of William and Elizabeth Hurton, of Melford. 

William Hurton, who died 1723. 

John, son of William Hurton and Elizabeth his wife, died 10th 
July, 1702, aged 1 year and 5 months. 

Elizabeth, daughter of the same, died 21st February, 1702, aged 
8 months. 

John Drew, 1684, inscribed *' Spe certi Resurectionis futursd per 
Christum ad gloriam mortales reliqusa Johannis Drewnuper de Melford 

in Com : Suffolk generosum vitam hanc meUor Ealendar 

Aprilis Christiana iCDCLXXXini. ^tas susd lii. Yixit post funera 
virtus." 

Adjoining this westward, is another slab to a Drew, who died in 
1700. This is much worn and defaced, and part of the inscription is 
illegible : — 

•* Mors Hie jacet. Edwardus Drew nuper 

de Melford in comitatu Suff. Novembris anno atat. 

SUS9 uiui per quam expeiptat Kcsurectionem felicem 

MDOC/* 

Charles John Drew, Esq., who was murdered at liis own door in 
Hall Street, Melford, in 1740, by his only eon, is also buried here. 
The son was hauged at Bury. 

Another slab records the wife of a Drew. 

'^ Spe resurgendi hicjacet Brigitta Sumersett, quondam uxor John 
Drew nuper de Melford in comitatu Suffolcise gencrosi mortem obiit 
Sexto die Decembris, JErtM Christiansd 1723, anno a?tatis susd. . • .'* 

Giles Stewart died 19th November, 17G4, as^^ed 52, and Anne his 
wife, daughter and heiress of John Hamond, of this i)lace, who died 
13th August, 1779. Also four sons, who died infants. 

The Rev. Charles Edward Stewart, who died 7th October, 1819, 
aged 68. ** A wit, a scholar, and a gentleman." Also liis wife, Anne 
Alethea, daughter of Richard Wallin, of the island of Jamaica. She 
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died 19th June, 1790, aged 38 and a half years. Also Elizabeth Lucy, 
their daughter, who died 19th July, 1800, aged 12 years. 

John ELayward died 1st December, 1812, aged 70, and Elizabeth 
his wife died IGfeh March, 1825, aged 80. 

Mary Beales, wife of William J^sales, surgeon, died 15th May, 1807, 
aged 63, and Mary their daughter, widow of the Rev. PhiUp Wynter, 
died 5th Not., 1807, aged 37 ; and Anne Beales, also their daughter, 
died 13th May, 1849, a^ 74. 

William Beales, M JD., Fellow of Cains College, Cambridge, and 
Chief Magistrate of Bury, who died 8th Dec., 1820, aged 44. 

WiUiam Beales, senior, of Cambridge, died 27th April, 1728, * 
aged 83. 

Anne, daughter of Gfles Stewart, and wife of Thomas Glubbe, of 
Boxford, bom 20th Jan., 1742, died 11th Oct., 1784, aged 43. 

At the west end of the North Aisle are, Robert Spark, died 
10th February, .... aged 62, and Mary his widow (who married 
George Bolton, Esq.), dial 18th August, 1714^ aged 74. 

John Crisell, formerly of Cavendish, B.A., of Saint John's, Cam- 
bridge, died 3rd Sept., 1723, aged 41. In memory of whom this stone 
was placed by John Moore, of Eentwell Hall, Esq., 13th August, 1749. 

Joseph Hewlett, Gent., died 8th July, 1781, aged 60. 

A curious hatchment which was in this church has been removed 
to the Lady Chapel, with others. It was of 1635, to Viscount Savage, 
with many quarterings. 

As described in the accounts of Church Furniture, thei^ were in 
this church several altars, independently of the High Altar. Besides . 
the credence with a holy- water stoup nnder it, in the Eentwell Chapel, ^'•''•* 
indicative of an altar, and which, as usual, was on the south side 
thereof, there still exist several credences, which show the sites of 
altars : viz., on the northern side of the north pier of the chancel 
in the Clopton Aisle, there is a credence. 

To the west of the present north aisle screen, in the north wall 
(near where die tablet of the Magi now i:>) tluro is a credence. 

On the south wall of the church, ne:u*ly opposite, there is n 
credence. 

Near the ol Jist Martyn tomb there is a holy-^\'ater stoup. 

By the north door of the Clopton Chaj^el, near the recumbent 
effigy of Sir William Clopton, there is a holy-watiT stoup. 

There is also in the north wall by tlie Clopton Aisle, a vcr}- 
curious and ])ei'fcet piece of sculpture in alabaster, w hich bears tnices 
of gilding and colour, representing the ofTerin^^s of the MagL This is 
the " tabyll of alabaster," mentioned in the churchwardens* accounts 
of the 2iid of Edward VI., in the long list of " jrere tiikyn down by 
the Kyiigs cominandyment" : thus, •' Item, sold to M' Cloi)ton the 

T 2 
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Alt' of alebastf in our Lady's Chapell, vf- vm** Memoran* left unto 
Masf Clopton n stonys at the ends of the Alt^ in Mast' Cloptons 
yelde, and the tabyU of allebaster in the seyde yelde, and a lytell tabyll 
m Sent Anny's Chappell, and all the gere th'in, to dres up the Chappel 
and dyscharge the churchewardens, and to do yt at hys plesur." 
This sculpture was found beneath the floor, where probably Master 
Clopton had placed it, in hope that his faith mig^ht once again finally, 
after its changes and reverses, become the established religion of the 
land, and that this sacred altar-piece might then reappear, after many 
daySf when the Puritan rage for cleansing the church had again abated. 
In this curious ancient basso-rehevo of the offering of the Wise Men, 
the three kings exactly answer to the description given of them by the 
Venerable Bede. Melchior^ Kii^ of Araoia, having presented the 
apple of gold, which the infant Jesus holds in his hand, is in the 
act of offering with his left hand the thiriy gilt pence in something 
like an urn, while with his right hand he is tanng off his crown. 
BaUliozar^ King of Saba, is following with a box of myrrh, and Gaspar^ 
King of Egypt, who is young, and has no beard, is the last, and has a 
jar of fiunkinoense. The pillow of the Vir^ is supported by a female, 
and at the foot of the couch Joseph is sittmg in a chair. 

This curious relic is in fine preservation, but requires a better 
setting than it now has, to show it to advantage. 

As has been already notiped, there still exist several credences in 
the church, which denote whidre altars formerly stood : the following 
altars are enumerated in the various accounts ; viz. the High Altar ; 
Jesus Altar (in the Martyn Chapel) ; John Hill's Altar ; St. Anne's 
Altar; St. James's Altar; St. Edmund's Altar; Our Lady's Altar (in 
the Lady Chapel). 

As to the images of saints formeriy in this church, the roll is a 
long one, and though some of their niches remain, yet where many of 
them stood, can now be only matter of conjecture. There were. 
Our Lady; Our Lady and her Blessed Sou; Our Lady of Pity; St. 
Saviour ; Jesus ; 'J'lie Trinity ; St. Anne ; St. Leonard ; St. John the 
Baptist; St. Jolm the Evangelist; St. IVtor; St. Anthony; St. 
James; St. CatluTine; St. Margaret; St. lilary Magdalene; St. 
Edmund; St. 0.<}tli; St George; St. Thomas; St. Christopher; 
St. Andrew; 8t. Loy (variously called St. Eligius, St. Eloy, and 
St. Loye, b. 650). All of these had coloured hangings and other 
ornaments belon^nng to them ; besides which are enumerated sundry 
cloths for '^ divers other saints," besides the above 23 named. The 
niches for the lour Evangelists remain in the chancel^ and those for 
the 12 Apostles in the Kentwell Chapel. 

There were four if not five priests of chantries here; vix., a 
chantry founded bv William Clopton, of the then yearly value of 
£6. Gs. 6d. Another by Jolm Hill, yearly vidue £7. 5s. The master of the 



MONUMENTS AND BBASSES, ETC. 141 

College of Sudbury for the time being had the sole nomination of the 

Eriest of this chantry. Another by Jeffery Foot, £6. 13s. 4d. Our 
iady*s Priest, £4. Mr. Martyn's Priest. Mr. Richard Martyn, by 
his will, dated 13th June, 1500, bequeathed 8^ marcs (£5. 13s. 4d.), to 
be levied yearly for ever on sundry lands, for the salary of a good and 
well-disposed priest to pray for his and his relations* souls, every 
holyday, at the altar of the south aisle of Melford Church, and 
every week-day at St. James's Chapel (on Chapel Green). This was 
again confirmed by the will of Roger Martyn in 1535, who directed a 
brass to be placed in the wall of the same south aisle, recording the ^ 
endowment. This brass is gone, but the place where it had been' 
affixed to the wall is yet plainly visible. 

In the churchyard are two tombstones of great antiquity, but 
bearing no record ; besides many others, which, though not so ancient, 
are yet of interest as connecting-links with old personal histories 
belonging to Melford. On the outside of the church are also the 
matrices in the stones, from which several brasses have disappeared. 

The Ladt Chapel. 

Although the present Lady Chapel appears to have been, as to 
date, the last completed addition to the church, it is certain that the 
older church had also a coeval Lady Chapel attached to it. In the will 
of John Waryn, a fuller of Melford, dated 1448, there is a bequest of 
forty shillings for the reparation and amending of the Ladv Chapel. 
In the wiU of Richard Moryell (or Meryell) a sum of two shillings and 
eightpence is left for the mending of the Lady Chapel, at his interment. 
So he was probablv buried in the old chapel. The date of this will is 
1456. In 1472 Thomas Oermayn lefl to the repairs of the chapel of 
the Blessed Mary, in the churchyard of ^felford, twelve pence. All 
these bequests clearly refer to the former Lady Chapel. 

Old Jolin Clopton, John Hill, and Richard Loveday appear, by 
the inscription cnitside the chapel, to have sliared in the erection of the 
new edifice, tliou^h John Clopton was the principal person concenied 
therein. Its n^building, as shown in the iur^cription, was not complete«l 
till 1496. As alreadv recorded in the history of the chuixh, Johii 
Clopton, by a codicil to his will, dated 1497, left 100 marks 
{£66. 13s. 4(1.) for the garnishing of the Lady Chapel, and the cloister 
(as he calls it) around it, and which, ho goes on to say, he had newly 
made in Melibrd churchyard ; and we therefore mainlv owe to him tliis 
beautiful specimen of the architecture oi* its particular period. This 
fine chapel has, at various times since the Keformation, suffered every 
sort of desecration ; it was long used as a parish schoolroom, nn<l 
subso(|uently, not only as a stoiv-place where past rectors kept their 
gardeu-fi-anies and utensils, but even as a coal-cellar and fuel-store, in 
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which yet living persons can recollect hunting rabbits which had got in 
from neighbouring preserves through the broken doors, in hard winter 
weather; and many of the windows were blocked up to save reglazing. 

Notwithstandmg such abominable misusages (which have been 
now abated) this chapel yet remains venr pnerfect. Its fine carved 
stonework, and the (now empty) canopied niches for saints, are still 
fresh, and but little damaged. The plan of the building is curious, 
consisting of a small choir and chancel combined, round which runs on 
all four sides a broad aisle, or, as John Clopton, the builder, calls it, 
*' a cloister.'' This is open to the centre space on the north and south, 
and is partly closed on the west by a carved stone screen. Among its 
ornaments are the cinquefoil badges of the Darcy family, and round 
the cornice is a running scroll of the same pattern as that in the 
Clopton Chantiy, but without inscription. There are also some old 
monumental slabs in the pavement. It is to be hoped that the restora- 
tion of this fine Lady Chapel (of which the cost would not be very 
great) may be some day effected, when it would again become a perfect 
architectural gem. 

The following entry relates to the conversion of this building into 
a school for the village. 

1670. 

Gonvertian qf the Lady Chappel into a Pnblick Sehoolefor Melfard. 

Sir Bobert Cordell, Baronet, gave to ye ohapel at ye east end of ye 
church, about to be fitted into a schoole, because it was much ruinated, 
and under great decays, 8 trees, containing six loads of timber, and a 
certain wainscotted pew within ye chappell (whereof the master's seats 
were made) for and towards the finishemge & repairinge of ye same. 

M' Boger Clopton, Clerk, heir of Eentwell (with the consent and 
approbation of Sir Thomas Darcy, the present proprietor), gave towards 
^e same 2 trees containing three loads of timber — ^which timber was 
miploy'd for yc^ makeinge of the tables, seats, and benches, and other 
necessarys towiirds ye school, and ye resydue thereof was sold. 



Babflcriptions given to 7* repaixe 
of y« Bame. 

JL 9. d. 

Total is 16 

Sole of timber 9 6 

Other turns 6 2 6 



Oiven bjDr. Bbbie out 
of Lis gooilwill and free 
beneroleDs 



5S S C 



12 16 10 
46 4 



DisbQinementi were 







d. 

4 
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Sereril persons were beneficial liereimto with tbeir carts & teams 
— partknb^ John Dr^w— Rob^ S|Marke at re P^urke— Will. Gaston — 
ThoQ. Unidfe— Robert Hammond of Rowbedge, Jbc. 

This Hiskxy of the Church cannot be condnded without noticing 
the state into which, in this centuiT, it had finally fallen. 

Li the diurchwardens* book is a memo., entered under date of 
1828, bj Mr. Almack, who was churchwarden lor many years* Among 
other things he mentions as follows, as to the then state of the church. 

''The roof of the middle aisle was found to be in a state of great 
decay. It was repaired, reloaded, the denestory walls screwed in, and* 
serenl hundred pounds expended in necessary repairs. 

'* The walls of the church had be^i whitewashed in the upper part, 
and cokmred with yellow ochre below. The whitewash was nearly an 
inch thick in places. Traces of the * superstitious pictures,* defaced 
in pursuance of the injunctions of Edwara YI., were visible when the 
flakes of white ware diipped off. The outer doors were painted pea- 
green. Almost all the pUlars of the church were surrounded with pegs 
for hats, and on the walls were many rows of pegs. 

** The windows at the west end of the churdi were partly blocked 
up with brick — ^the south-west one about two-thirds, and the north- 
west one about a fourth. The windows in the Martin Chapel were also 
partly blocked up. The great east window was partly blocked up with 
brick in the centre. At this time Mr. Almack collected from other 
parts of the church, the old painted glass, now in the east window, and 
with much toil and care arranged them tiierein as they now are. The 
windows of the Lady Chapel were aU, except one, filled up with lath 
and plaster. (Even in late times a rector of Melford, like some of 
his predecessors, used this Lady Cha|)el to store his coal and fuel, 
garden produce and frames and utensils I) The paths of the church- 
yard were muddy and ungravelled.* The two parts of the old choir- 
screens, still existing, were much broken, amd were whitewashed. Tlu) 
font stooil ill the north-west comer of the church, painted a stoiitt 
colour ; it liad a broken pinnacle cover. The large pews in the chm cIi 
were all of irregular heignt. The church gates were of wood, decayi d. 
Two of the bells were broken. 

'' At this time the gallery at the west end of the church was 
erected. 



* Am has been truly remarked hj many writers, in do ooontrj b **G<krt arrr ** ■•• 
ugly and ill kept as iu Plugland. The old entries iis to tlie churchyard ffenerally only 
refer to the nu^nding of its palea and giitea, except one io 1662, which stntea a*< 
follows : ** Thin year ye churchyard was plantod al round with ath treot| but tome wcm 
cut up by travaillers for sticks, tome deMioyed by ye |K>ore, few proi])ered or were |>or- 
mitteii to grow.*' One other notice Las l»eeu already alhidfd to, tliat on the oroartion of 
a vLsiUition, the briars aroiiod tlie chun.*h were cut awav. In 16G5 the Kector says tliat 
he fed his horse in tlie churchyard, aod th<* feed was worth £i, 10s. 
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" There was an accumulation of much earth, up to the quatrefoil 
string-course, varying round the church from two to three feet in 
depth." 

Many of these abuses were remedied at that time, and the church 
made somewhat more decent ; yet its state was very unsatisfactory, 
when, in 1868, it was determinea to make a restoration of the interior. 
It was still disfigured with pews of every size, and of every variety of 
lining, old ^een, blue, and red baize, dirty and shabby. The aisles 
were laid with common clay tiles, covered with dirty matting. The 
hideous gallery erected in 1828, was still at the west end, with a 
trumpery worn-out old organ in it ; two of the old choir-screens re- 
mained, but much mutilated, partially repaired with deal, and painted 
brown. The fine old font was under the gallery, and was covered with 
yellow paint ; and, in short, the whole appearance of the church was 
still very lamentable. £400 was borrowed on the security of the 
church rates, and a large sum raised by subscription of the parishioners 
generally, towards defraying the expenses.* The cost of restorations 
of the Clopton Chapel being further defrayed by Captain Bence, that 
of the Martyn Chapel by Mr. Westropp, and that of^ the choir by the 
Kev. Charles Martyn, the patron of the living, and Sir William Parker, 
jointly. The restoration of the chancel was deferred for a time. A 
new organ was purohased at a cost of over £500, and a new stone 
tower areh was built to correspond with the architecture of the ehuroh, 
in lieu of the existing plain, round-headed brick arch of the previous 
century. The total cost amounted to £8,282. On the Bev. C. Martyn 
coming to the living, he, as has been already stated, altered, repaired, 
and restored the vestry, and the priest's chamber adjoining, both of 
which were in a deplorable state, and made many other good and 
substantial improvements. 

Much remains to be done by the inhabitants of Melford. The 
restorations of the tower, and of the interior of the Lady Chapel, and 
the renovation of the stonework of the many windows, are still re- 
quired. Yet that which has been already aecomplished leads to the 
hope that a new and brighter era has dawned for Melford Church ; and 
that tho care of the present and future generations will somewhat 
atone for the eold and wanton neglect of their forefathere, and may 
help to restore to the grand old edifice some of the lonff lost beauties 
which had been lavished upon it by the old builders and benefactors. 

* Independently of this, some minor portions of the reutoration were undertaken by 
individaalfl^ and tlie church porch was tiled by th« iwnons whose initials are on the 

tiles. 
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CHAPTER VL 

THE MANOE OF THE BEOTOBT OF LONG inSLFOBD. 

AS in a measure belonging to the history of this church, the details 
of the Rectory and its appurtenant manor must be considered in 
conjunction therewith. As has been already mentioned, the old church 
of the eleventh century had a coeval endowment from Earl Alfric; 
but, as has also been explained in the relation of how that grant was 
afterwards affected by the partition of the church property with the 
Hospital of St. Saviour at Bury, the possessions of the Church of 
Meltord became diminished ; and though some addition was afterwards 
made thereto, yet the portion appropriated to St. Saviour's never 
reverted again to it, but at the Reformation fell into secular hands. 

From the Chartulary of the Abbots of Bury of their manor of 
Melford, in a.d. 1287, we can balance the propertv of Melford Rectory 
at that time as a^inst its original grant. By the following schedule 
of tenants and uieir holdings and rents of the manor of Melford 
Rectory, it appears that the quantity of land then left pertaining to the 
Church of Melford was 112 acres, besides a further quantity of about 
60 acres, part of which was probably of the gift of Abbot Sampson, 
and perhaps also included a ttdrd of the lands of the before-mentioned 
benefactress, Juliana de Bonard, to be taken as against the original 
pant of 26 1| acres from Earl Alfric in the eleventh century. It is, 
however, difiicult to trace and recoucile the various quantities of 
rectory land at different subsequent periods, and in the year 1684 we 
find the glebe land estimated at 131a. 3r., churchyard included ; and 
it was finally settled in 1889, under the Tithe Apportionment Act, at 
129a. 2r. ISp., at which it now remains. 

In the survey made in the 14th of Edward L, a.d. 1287, John de 
Norwold bein^ Abbot of Bury, among the free tenants of Melford, not 
in demesne, the manor of the Kectory, with all its holdings at that time, 
is set forth. The entries (translated) run thus : — 

" The parson of Meleford holds a manor in the town of Melford, 
with loo acres of land, 8J acres of meadow, 8 acres of pasture, and 
half an acre of wood, of the holding, from which the aforesaid church 
is endowed, and ho has free right of bull and boar, and he claims the 
right of assize of bread and ale (regulating the prices of bakers and ale- 

u 
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sellers) of his homagers ; and these rights are of the gift and charity 
of Sampson, formeriy Abbot of St Edmund's. 

^^ Also the said parson holds in the said town of Melford 52 acres 
of arable land, which his villeins hold of him, with their houses ; and 
1 rood of mowing meadow, 6 acres, of pasture, and half an acre of 
wood. He has also 7 cottars who hold an acre and a half of land, with 
their houses, paying 2 shillings a year. 

** Johannes, son of Hugo, holds of the said parson a messuage, with 
4 acres and 3 roods of land, for 3 shillings and sixpence a year. 

'^ Johannes, the merchant, holds of the said John m acres and 
III roods of land for 21** a year. 

'^ Bobertus Coyl and Andrew his brother, hold half an acre and 
a rood of the said parson for 3^ a year. 

'* Qalfiridus de Falsham holds of the said parson n ac^s and a 
half of land for 5** a year. 

'* The said G. holds of Ghdfridus Alain n acres of land for 2^ a 
year. 

<« Johannes, the merchant, holds of the said parson v acres of arable 
land for 80^ a year by himself and his tenants, and he renders three 
suits to the Manor Court of the parson. 

'* Bichardus Cole holds of the said John of the same feoff half an 
acre of land for 2^^ a year. 

<< Adam Yel holds of the said parson xzn acres of land for 9^ a 
year for himself and his tenants, and he renders three suits a year 
to the Manor Court of the parson. 

^' Gkilfridus Yeel holds of the said Adam i acre and m roods of 
land for 8^ a year. 

'^ Sevicha del Hel holds from the said parson i acre of land for 
12*- a year. 

''Johannes atte Wattere holds of the said parson i acre and a 
lialf of land for 6"^ a year. 

''Willelmus, son of Hugo, holds of the said parson xii acres of 
land for 47*^* a year for himself and his tenants otthe said feoff; and 
he renders tlu-co suits a year to the Manor Court. 

'^ Johannes de Agum holds of the said William I acre and i rood 
of meadow, and half a rood of pasture for ^^- a year. 

'^ Lucia, sister of William^ holds of the said William i acre of 
meadow for 21** a year. 

** Willelmus tfoce holds of the said parson a messuage with an 
af^re and a half of land for 18^ and 3 suits to the General Court 
yearly. 

*^ Richardus Cole holds of the said parson two acres and a half of 
land for 11^, and 3 suits to the Court of the parson yearly. 

*^ Johannes le Huyrer holds of the said parson an acre of land for 
12''', and 3 suits to the Court of the Manor. 
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^^ Stepbanus de Cranende holds of the said parson one acre and 
a half of arable land, and one rood and a half of meadow and pasture 
for 9^ a year. 

^* Thomas Wyot holds of John de Lausel [Lawshall] one acre of 
land for 2^ a year. 

** Bichardus Folk holds of the said parson a messuage with one 
acre of land for 3^**- a year, and 3 suits to the Court. 

** Willelmus Corpyng holds of the said parson one acre for 4^ 
a year. 

'' Henricus, son of Robert the Reaper, holds of Willelmus Palmere 
a messuage and three acres of arable land for 5^^ a year. 

'^ Bogerus Harold holds from the said parson two acres of land for 
7^ a year. 

*' Isabella de Ally holds of the said parson a messuage and three 
acres and a half of land for 12^ 

** Walterus le Foer holds of the said parson a messuage with an 
acre and a half of land for 1^^ a year. 

** The same Walter holds from Juliana GhJant an acre of land for 
5*- a year. 

** Richardus Cole holds of the said parson two acres of land for 
9^ and 3 suits a year to the Manor Court. 

** Willelmus Paumer holds of the said parson a messuage and two 
acres of land for 7^ and 8 suits a year to the Court. 

<' Thomas Wyot holds of the said parson a messuage with three 
roods of land for 1^ a year. 

" Robertus Alwyn holds of the said parson three acres of land for 
13*- a year. 

** Thomas Wyot holds of the said Robertus an acre and a rood of 
land for 5'* a year. 

'^ Richardus, the Salt-fish Merchant, holds of the said parson seven 
acres and a hdf of land for 22*- a year.*' 

[This latter merchandise was a trade of itself, and an important 
one; for the population generally liveil on salt fish for more than 
half the year.] 

From the foregoing detail, which may also be compared with the 
Chartulary of ^lelford HiJl, it would a]»pear that the average rentiil of 
the arable laud of the Rectory or Church land was, in a.I). 1287, at the 
rate of fourpence half]>en^ per acre. Sir John Cullum, in his valuable 
and learneil History of ^wsted, Suflblk, gives the average rental of 
land there at about the same period, as being fourpence per acre, 
which very nearly tallies, allowing for the superior quality of the 
Melford Lind to that of Hawsted. But it must be borne in mind that 
a nominal money rent at that time furnishes no criterion of actual 
value. Till about fifty years prior to the above date, scarcely any coin 

u 2 



148 THE MANOE OP THE EBCTOEY OP LONG MELPOED. 

was in general circulation. Bents were paid mostly in kind, com- 
bined with pei*sonal services ; and money was, as a rule, only to be 
found in the coffers of the Barons or other great j>eople ; and though 
we may consider the purchasing property of a coin in the 18th centu:^, 
compared with the present time, as being about thirty times its 
nommal Talue, yet this affords no definite clue to the relative commercial 
worth. 

As only part of the Rectory land was at that time let, it is difficult 
to form a correct idea of the value of the whole of the Chmrch pro- 
perty, including its manorial rights, tithes, services, &c. But in what 
was called " The Domesday Book of the 49th of Edward m.," 1876-6, 
folio 22, the Rectory or Chmrch property of Melford was then stated 
to be of the annual value of thirty marcs, or £20 a year. 

According to '' Cox," it is entered in the King's Books as of the 
value of £28. 6s. 8d., or thirty-five marcs a year. 

Now comparing this with the estimated value of the Rectory before 
the apportionment of two-thirds of it to St. Saviour's Hospital, of which 
we have fortunately one record, the increase of value in 200 years is 
shown* 

Jocelin de Brakelond, in his Chronicle of the Abbey of St. 
Edmund fix>m 1178 to 1202, enumerates the churches belonging to 
the Abbeyt with their respective values in the time of Abbot Hugh, 
somewhat before the year 1180. He divides them into two dassee, 
one of which he terms the Churches of the Manors and Socoages of the 
Abbots comprising 85 churches, of which Melford was one ; the second 
class he calls the Chmrches of the Manor of the Convent, numbering 
81 chmxhes. Of all these 66 churches and livings, Medford is valued 
the highest by far, being estimated at that time at £40 a year. So 
that when, very few years after the above date of 1180, two-thirds of 
Melford Church had been assigned to St. Saviour's Hospital, the 
value of Melford Rectory was reduced to £18. 6s. 8d. But in 1875 
we find this value increased to £20 a year. In 15849 William Newton, 
then rector, valued the living, with globe and manor, at £81. 14s. 6d. 

In 1647 this had increased to £133. 8s. lid. a year.* On the 
restoration of King Cherries II. in 1660, after the living had been 
held by the six Puritan ministers, who, with one exception, left no 
accounts, the value was still about £183 ; but in the fdlowing year, 
with the return of law and order and increased prosperity and larger 

* Mr. Seth Wood, the first Fuiitui miniBter hero, gives a detafl as to how this amount 
was made up: viz. llcntofCh»iunoorglebe,X42;fflebefarmQeartheehmd^£SO;diii^ 
yard and reat of college house, £3 ; small piece of glebe near Stanstead, 8s. ; glebe gitnre, 
2a 6d. ; rents of the Rectory manor, £4. Cs. ; and the remainder of the som of XlSd was 
made up of £103 as the value of the tithes, fees, Sic Twenty years later these rents had 
only been raised by £3, but the tithes had largely increased ; and in 1673 the tithes to 
the rector were worth £164. 98. 6d. 
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agricultural production, raising the value of tithes whether taken in 
kmd or by composition, it rose to £224. 7s. lid. The income thence- 
forward continued to increase, and thus in 1665 we find it £234. 7s. 8d. ; 
in 1670, £260. 19s. 7d. ; in 1675, £265. 13s. 9d. ; in 1680, £281. 3s. 4d. ; 
in 1685, £290. 13s. 6d. : and so it has gradually risen steadily down 
to our own time ; when, on the Commutation of Tithes, the award of 
the Commissioners, dated the 13th of June, 1839, based on the aver- 
ages of grain for seven vears, firom 1828 to 1835, allotted to the Rector 
of Melford, in lieu of tithes in kind, a coiomutt^ sum of £839. 19s. 3d., 
which, in addition to the rent of 129a. 2r. 18p. of glebe land and the 
Rectory, is now the value of the living; to which there is also attached 
a small manor, with rights over 170 acres, the tenures being fine 
certain. Dr. Bisbie, in his notes, states that he held the Court 
Rolls of this manor dating firom the year 1412 to 1642, but the 
Court Rolls fix>m the former date, for nearly 220 years, now no longer 
exist It seems somewhat strange what can have become of them, 
for as Dr. Bisbie held them, it is certain that they had survived 
the pillage of the old rectoi^ by the Puritan mob in 1642 ; besides 
which, the oldest roll now existing of the Rectoiy manor commences 
in 1630 and ends in 1641. It is 15 feet in leneth. Among the 
early entries in the former ancient, but now lost roUs, of this manor, 
were the following : viz., in 1418 (Ist Heniy Y.) the surrender of a 
messuage in Granmere called '^ Algors/' by John Bonerd to William 
Bonerd, at a rent of 7 shillings a year^ and the labour of one man for 
a day in autumn. These names are curious, for probably they were 
descendants of the fiunily of the Bonards, who haa possessed Jand in 
and around Cranmoor in the year 1199. In 1429, William Glerold, of 
Glemsford, was presented by the Rectorv Manor Court, and fined 
20 pence for cutting down an ash tree by Glemsford Mill ; and for 
improperly diverting the course of the stream at Glemsford Mill, this 
same person was ordered to amend the same under a penalty of £10. 
In the reign of Hcnrv VII. a ffrant was made of the site of an ancient 
mill called Glemsrord Mill, to oe held of tie manor of Glemsford by 
copy of Court Roll. There is a Glemsford wator-mill recorded in 
Domesday Book. In 1471, Robert Chrysell, of Stanstead, was amerced 
20 pence for illegally taking fish valued at 3s. 4d. firom the fishery of 
the manor of tlie Kectory. In 1507, Alargaret att Hill was amerced 
6 pence for trespassinc^ with beasts and horses on Stoneyland, near 
Cnmmere ; upon wbicn she made a claim before the Manor Court 
of a right of Boar and Bull, which does not appear to have been 
denied. 

From early days until about the year 1760, the Rectory or Glebe 
house or Rectoiy Manor-house, as it was variously called, stood where 
the parsonage farm near Cranmoor now is. In the agreement made 
in the King's Coui-t at Westminster in 1199 (already recorded in fiiU), 
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this was called the " Capital Messuage of Cranmere," and seemingly 
was not part of Earl Alfric's grant ; but, subject to some reservations 
of rights,^ had been given with the adjoining land to the Church of 
Melford by Juliana, wife of Eichard oe Bonard, who died prior to 
1199. From a terrier exhibited and delivered at Bury St. Edmunds, 
A.D. 1613, signed by Francis Clopton and Christopher Tenant, 
churchwardens of Melford that year, the parsonage house is thus 
described : — 

'* The scite of the Bectory containeth an acre, wherein are built 
one Manour house, containinge twelve severall rooms, smal and great, 
with an outhouse and the office of the Dairy with five rooms, built in 
the side of ye yarde : one garden containeing one rood : one orchard 
planted conteineing one rood : al which are inclosed with a moate : one 
close or ponde yarde, with a since, and a swann's tofte, and two fish 

Sondes, and one smal crofte enclosed, containeing balfe an acre : one 
^ove-coate with a smal flighte of Doves, and one Found belongeing to 
the Manour." 

The Francis Clopton who made this return was buried at Tostock, 
the 11th March, 1638. 

The old Rectoiy Manor-house has been pulled down and replaced 
b^ a lath»and-plaster double cottage; but at the back, on the west 
side, there yet remains a portion of the wall of the old house fix>m the 
ground to the roof, which was part of the main chinmey-stack. It is 
built of stone rubble, with bands of tile, some thin ana some of the 
thickness of Boman tiles, and the comers are formed of dressed stone 
quoins. It is noticeable that among the flint rubble-work, some pieces 
of wrought stone have been used, which were evidently once part of 
the headings of small round arched windows, as though the materials 
of an even yet older house had been used in the construction of this 
old wall. 

From the low-lying position of this old Bectory, surrounded by 
water and swamp, it was probably a rather unhealthy site. In 1604, 
the then rector lost there four of his children firom the plague, which 
at the same time was very fatal in other parts of the parish ; and 
shortly afterwards two more of this family died there. Subsequently, 
the same rector, the Bev. William Gilbert, removed from this house, 
and came to live in Melford town until his death in 1618 ; and he let 
the old pju-sonage at Cranmoor with G4J acres of land around it, to 
John Caner of Melford, husbandman, on a three years' lease from 
1615, at a tithe-free rent of £88 a year, to be paid half-yearly at lilr. 
Gilbert's dweUing-house in Melford ; and the Hector reserved to him- 
self half the pigeons or young doves which should at any time be in 
the dovecote, and also the fishing, fowling, swan-marks, and land 
swans, and the use of the Bectory manor pound and a bam. 

At a subsequent period in the same century, it appears that 
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another rector, Dr. Bisbie, also let the old parsonage-house to a 
tenant. 

The inconvenient, lonely, and perhaps unhealthy situation of this 
old house, and its distance from the church, probably led eventually to 
the erection of another house on the site of the present Bectory, part 
of which older house is incorporated with this one. In 1775 the new 
house is described, not as the Rectory, but as a house lately erected, 
abutting on Melford churchyard towards the north, containing ]0 
several rooms, with a small yard and garden. In 1784, Robert Butts 
(son of the Bishop of Ely), the then rector, added to this house two 
parlours. In 1791 it appears to have been still further added to by 
Mr. Leroo, the Rector, and it is then described as '* the Rectory or 
parsonage house, lath and plaister walls, and covered with tiles, stand- 
ing upon one rood of ground, and containing 16 rooms, with offices, 
court-yard, and garden ; part of the building having lately been erected 
and the rest very much improved by the Rector, Mr. Leroo, and is now 
his dwelling-place." 

The old Rectoiy at Cranmoor then commences to be described as 
** a cottage, formerly the parsonage house." 

About the year 1832-3 the Rev. Edward Cobbold built on to the 
present Rectory, and made it externally much as it now remains. 

In olden times there stood near the churchyard another house, 
which was not used as rectory, but was termed the Parish Priest's house, 
and it was also sometimes called the College. This house was described 
as standing on the north side of the churchyard, and was bequeathed by 
the will of Robert Harset, clot^msJi^er of Melford, dated 1484, who, 
after his wife's life-interest therein, desired thiat it should belong to the 
priests of Melford ; and especially that the new parlour and chamber 
over it should be occupied by the priest of Jesus's Altar. The name of 
'' College " may have arisen from the fact that Harset allowed the west 
end of the house to be used as a schoolroom, '* wher the childcrn 
leme " ; and lie expressly desired that tho said portion should continue 
to be so used. This house, which Ilarset valued at twenty ninrcs 
(£13. Gs. 8d.), contained eight rooms, a stable, and a little house 
adjoining, with a yard before and behind. A priest (not the 
Rector) dwelt and had a chamber there, vrith a lock and key. One 
rector, however, Parson Malet, is recorded to have lived in 
this house in the reign of Queen Mary (1553 — 1558). Some of the 
chantry priests, such as Sir Richard Dodiugton and Sir John Gayton, 
are mentioned as occupants ; and as late as 1679, the Rev. Samuel 
Middleditch, who was Dr. Bisbie's curate, lived in the lower story of 
this house, and held the garden, paying a rent of £1 a year. 

This house is represented in old maps of 1580, 1613, 1C19, and 
1677, and was more fully described as standing near the churchyard 
stile, and as being bounded on the south by the churchyai'd, on the west 
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by the manor-house of Monks, on the north by the yard of the said house 
of Monks, and on the east by the bam of the said manor-house. (This 
manor-house and the parish priest's house have both been long pulled 
down). 

About the year 1567, the owner of Kentwell, Francis Olopton, 
claimed the priest's house and took possession of it ; but on what 
ground he founded his claim does not appear; and the proceeding was 
the more strange, as his ancestor, old John Clopton, was the super- 
visor of Harset's will, and, from the expressions contained therein, the 
Clopton family evidently enjoyed the testator's impUcit confidence. Mr. 
Clopton's arbitrary proceeding led to some litigation, and for many 

J rears this house was in dispute and ^oin^ to decay. The following 
etter was written on the subject by Su* mlliam Cordell, then Master 
of the Bolls, dated 1567, to Mr. Simon Cawston, a yeoman, who 
farmed some of the tithes, and was tithe-gatherer to Mr, Humphrey ^ at 
that time the parson of Melford. This letter clearly expresses Sir 
William Cordell s opinion, as a lawver, of the rights of the case, and 
from its context also shows that, subject to the right of a room in the 
house for the use of an officiating priest, the remaining part of the 
house was let by the Rector to his tithe-gatherer or farmer, who again 
sublet it to a tenant. Thus, in 1608, one Bobert Flayle hired the 
garden, the kitchen, with two rooms over, and the great chamber 
over the hall, for twenty shillings a year. 
The letter runs thus : — 

<< To my loveing neighbour, Simon Cawston, at Melford. 

*' Neighbour Cawston, 
** I understand by your letter that my Cosin^ Clopton hath given 
warning unto Ward, your tenant, of the Parish Priests house in the 
Churchyarde to pay no more rent imto you. I marvel he will show so 
much folly therein to challenge that w^ his father and his ancestors 
never had, but hath oontinned with the parson. Keep you the 
possession of it, as you may doe by the order of the law : and if he 
have any right unto it, let mm demand it against the parson and you, 
and if he doe recover it lett him enjoy it : But I think it will be too 
hard for him to recover it, and you shall have my help soe far as I may 
lawfully doe, and therefore let me be advertized as you shal have occa- 
sion. Thus, with my hearty commendutions to you and your wife, 
fare you well. 

" From the Bolls this 7^ of November, 1567. 

*^ Your loveing neighbour and friend, 

••WttL^CORDBLL." 
* DUtaot coiuin by marriage^ Sir Wm. Cordell having married Kaxy ClopUxL 



THE MANOR OF THE BECTOBT OF LOKQ MELFOBD. 153 

The Cloptons, however, continued to hold and to let the house 
until 1613, when they abandoned their claim; but the house had fallen 
into a ruinous state, and no one would repair it, though it appears that 
in return for its use by the parish priest, and also as a vestoy for the 
transaction of parish business, it had formerly been repaired by the 
churchwardens on behalf of the parishioners ; however, prior to the 
year 1660, they denied their right, and refused to repair it. This 
again led to litigation between the then rector. Dr. Bisbie, and the 
parish, which resulted, in 1665, in his obtaining full possession of it, 
when he dealt with it as shown in the following memorandum, written 
by him in 1669 : — 

Memorandum, dated the 4th May, 1669. 
The Chuboh House. 

*' The house called ye Church house, anciently emploved for ye 
service of the Church, contained in length 76 foot, and in breadth 41 
foot and an half, besides a little yard at the west end thereof — and it 
abbutted West on ye foresayd jbx6 — North on ye Churchyard — East 
and South on ye yard now Charles Ward's, (late Haxall's) and is held 
by Copy on ye manor of ye Bectoiy, and pays rent per annum xviii 
pence, and ye foresayd yard per annum i^ 

*' Anno 1660, when Nathaniel Bisbie, D.D., Rector of the Church 
of Melford, came first into ye liveinge, he found the foresayd house in 
veiy great decay, especially as to the East part thereof; neither would 
the Churchwardens, or others of the inhaoitants of Melford, pay its 
customary rent or do such suit and service at ye Lord's Courts, as was 
usuall to be done for ye same— though notice was duly given to them 
openly in ye Church upon a Sunday afler Evening Service, and more- 
over by Josias Jjee, ye bailiff, afterwards at their own houses. 

"Wherefore the said house was ])ut into proclamation and soc* 
continue d for two or three years : in which space of time it was pre- 
sented (for being much in decay) at ye episcopal visitation anno lOCl, 
into ye Bisliops Court at Norwich : but found noe redress : where- 
fore, in 10(52, Doctor Bisbie cited John Knopp and Thomas Halstcad, 
Churchwanlens, into ye Court at Bury, to shew reasons why they, (as 
formerly their ])redeces8or8 had done) should not repaire it; upon 
which the cliicf inhabitants of ye towno being called together af\er 
Evening Service, into ye Ghancell, concluded that it should forthwith 
be done, and accordingly ordered ye Churchwardens bv a writinge 
under their hands to certify ye same into ye Court, and thereui)on the 
Court was satisfyd. 

" Nevertheless the house sunck more and more under its ruins, 
and for two years more nothing was done. Whereupon at an 

X 
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Ecdesiastim Visitation for ye Churcli of Melford, the then visitors were 
desired to take cognizance of it — ^bnt upon weighing, adjudged, that it 
did not belong to them, nor their Court to enforce its repaire. 

'* This being understood, address was made to Sir Robert Cordell 
and Sir Thomas Darcj (both inhabitants of the towne of Melforde and 
Justices of the Peace) to intreat their interest, and power to interpose, 
that if possible, an utter devastation might be prevented : —Whereupon 
rates by them were ofierred to be made, for its sudden repaire, but by 
ye rest of ye inhabitants opposed. Afterwards free subscriptions by 
them, ve parson and some others tendered, but without success. 
Whererore the parson (as Lord thereof) took advantage of the 
forfeiture and caused the house to be seized for him, and to his use, 
Anno 1665. 

** The seizure being made, the parson pulled down all ye East end 
of it unto ye great chimney, containein^ in length 52 feet. The tyles 
of ve same being generally blown off, the waUs broken down, the floor 
and Joyces all rotted, insomuch that it could not in anywise endure ye 
hardship of another winter: and of its ruins raised the sum of 
£19. 7. 6. 

'* The parson being thus imbursed with the foresayd £19. 7. 6. 
repaired ve other end of ye forementioned house, and settled it upon 
ye parish Glerk, * durante beneplaoito * (as will appear by ye Court 
Rolls belonging to ye Bectory) intending ye same for him and his 
successors in tluit office, towards the encreas of their maintenance ; and 
with ye remainder made up the vestiy, which was then useless, for ye 
like offices of ye towne as ye foresavd house was designed for ; where- 
upon he disbiu*sed on the whole £20. 19. 9. Soe that the parson 
instead of enriching himself bv what hath been done, is out of purs 
thereby the sum of £1. 12. 3, and willingly gives ye same to ye uses aoove 
sayd — and fiu*thermore protests that S oy any art or means he could 
have prevaild u])on ye inhabitants of the town to have repaird ye sayd 
house, he woukl never have seized upon it, or pulled it downe. — -In 
witness whereof he hath put to his hand the day and year above written. 

** Nathaniel Bisbie." 

Another memorandum mes on to state that '* Sir Robert Cordell 
of Melford Ball, Baronet, did after ye wui^tinge of the foresayd house, 
for himself and ye couveniencys of his family, build an house, called a 
coache house, upon ]iart of the ground whereon ye sayd Church house 
lately stood, on yc East end thereof, affixinge ye same unto ye sayd 
house ; w^ sayd Coache house he at present useth for the bestowinge 
his coach and Iiorses duringe his or his family being at church upon 
Sundays and Holydays ; and as for all other days and times, ye parish 
Clerk enjoys the same for such uses as he thinks good.'' 
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Sir Robert's act appears to have been an arbitrary one, for there is a 
note added to this entry in Dr. Bisbie's writing, " Quo jure ? " 

This furnishes rather a quaint illustration of the fashion of that 
day ; the fine ladies and gentlemen fix)m the Hall declining to walk 
even up the Green to church, but requiring, every Sunday and Holyday, 
their ponderous coach and horses to draw them the few hundred yards 
which intervened between the Hall and the Church, and then having a 
shelter on the spot for their grand equipage during service-time, before 
reconveying the smart gentry their three minutes' drive home in state, 
before the eyes of the admiring rustics. Yet these great people, on a 
quarrel with the Bector, refused for several years to give nim any 
Easter offering, which was then customarv fi^om all classes ; and we 
find them afterwards, repeatedly, fix)m 167o to 1681, presenting to the 
Rector, at Easter, the munificent jB^fl of two pence, which was the 
smallest sum that any poor person in the village contaibuted. 

The duty of collecting these Easter offerings appears at that time 
to have devolved on the curate, when there was one. Sometimes the 
gifl was in kind, in Ueu of money ; thus in 1684 the parson received 
one pair of silk gloves, which he valued at 6s., and another pair of 
gloves worth 6s. There is also mention of an Apricoch tree, worth Is. 
And there is a notice of an offering to the Bector by Lady Darcy, on 
the occasion of her being churched, of gloves worth 13s. 4d. 

Two of Dr. Bisbie's curates are named; viz. the Bev. John 
Firmin, who became rector of Stanstead; and the Bev. William 
Steuckley. 

In the long list of 47 rectors of Melford, already enumerated, there 
is a hiatus from 1643 to 1660, during which time six Puritan ministers 
were in possession of the living. Suffolk, as one of the associated 
counties during the Bebellion, was decidedly Parliamentarian, anti- 
Boyalist, and ruritan in its sentiments and sympathies, and these 
ministers appear to have been well and cordially received, and to 
have been liked by the inhabitants of McltbnC as diown by the 
testimony of one of tbcm who was five years in possession, and by the 
character given by Dr. Bisbie of the last one ; and another of them 
continued till his death, and his son after him, settled in the parish 
ailer the Bestoration, and resided in Westgate Lane, and acquired some 
property there. A few particulars concerning them exist thos in the 
quaint expressions of that day, which also refer to the plunder of the 
Bectory by the Puritan mob, a further account of which will be found 
in the chapter relating to Melford Hall. 

" On or about A.I). 1643, the Bev*- Doctor Wareyn, D.D., Bector 
of Melford, afler holding the living for 25 yesiros, was most unjustly 
(by the then prevailing powers) sequestered from his benefice and 
parsonage of Melford, he being one of the first, upon the rebellion 
breakinge oute, that was plundered by ye rabble rout of ye countree 

X 2 



156 JHB MAKOB OP THE BEOTOBY OP LONG MELFOBD. 

[in 1643], insoemucli that not onely the writeings and other the 
evidences of his owne time, but those alsoe that did belong to 
M' Gilbert, Doctor Jones, and other his prsddecessors, were supposed and 
confidently said to be lost and destroyed, through ye rudenes and fury 
of the then enraged misguided multitude. 

**The Reverend Doctor being as aforesaid, for his Loyalty 
sequestered, the Revenue of ye savd parsonage of Melford was granted 
by the Committee of Parliament, for that and such other like purposes 
then sittinge, unto M" Seth Wood, late minister of Lenton in 
Lincolnshire, by order bearinge date the 80** daye of October, Anno 
D-*1643." 

Li 1648 Mr. Seth Wood resigned, and returned to Lincolnshire, 
being succeeded at Melford by Mr. Samuel Boardman, his brother-in- 
law, of the same faction, to whom he wrote the following letter relative 
to such portion of tithe as he conceived to be due to mm on quitting 
the sequestrated benefice, his stay in which appears to have been all 
along uncertain, as he says that he was imder an engagement to return 
to Lenton. 

"1648. D» Sir, 

" That I may doe you that succede me noe wrong, nor injure my 
neighbours of Melford, from whom I have received aU civil respects, 
you may hereby take notice, that I shall leave wholly to your use the 
great tithes of Com & Hay, craveinge onely some allowance as you 
shall think meet in your discretion, for such hay as became due before 
my departure and your entrance: which yet I would not gather, 
because I would not render intricate your account with the neiehbours. 
I have received onely for my labours sine the last harvest (tnoogh I 
stayed till the poynt of this present harvest) — some tithes &c., of some 
persons (as per schedule), or other of whom either through straights of 
times, or their refusal to pay me till they saw wlio should sucMed, I 
could not get them : — I desire you therefore let Tlios: Lee the Sexton 
gather them in your name for me. What you please to allow me for 
the Hay, or what shal come to your hands of these Tithes, or the 
arrears of Ijord*s Rent, if you keep a Court, I pray you give it into the 
hands of M' Hoberi, and nee will conveigh it to mc in Lmconshire. 

" This is all S', more then my most fervent wishes y* Melford may 
proove an happy ])rovincc to you, and that you may bee a full blessing 
m the Gospell to tliom. Soe prayeth y' poor predecessor and fellow- 
servant to our best Lord. 

"Seth: Wood." 

Dunng this sequestration of the living until the Restoration, the 
foUowing Puritan ministers, whom the Churchmen called intruders, were 
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deputed by the Rebel Parliament to take clerical charge of Melford, and 
to receive the profits and tithes of the Rectory : — 

1. Mr. Seth Wood, who was appointed in 1643, but resigned 

Melford and returned to his former cure in Lincolnshire in 
1648. 

2. Mr. Samuel Bordman, brother-in-law of the first minister, 

appointed in 1648. He died in 1653. His son continued to 
live at Melford for many years after the Restoration. 

3. Mr. Ralph Brideoak, appointed probably in 1653. 

4. Mr. Seth Wood. (Query : was he a son of the first minister ?) 

5. Mr. Pet^r Sainthill. 

6. Mr. Claudius Salmasius Gilbert. Dr. Bisbie describes him 

as 'Uhe honestest, peaceablest, most learned, and best 
principled of y* packe ; who, if he had not wanted a good title, 
might have deserved as good a liveinge." 

Two of the above-named Puritan divines had been ministers in 
other parts of Suffolk before their appointment to Melford ; for in the 
" Humble Petition of the Ministers of the Counties of Suffolke and Essex 
conceminge Church Oovemmentf presented to the Right Honourable the 
House of Peers^ on Fryday^ May 29, 1646,'* two of the signatures 
among the Suffolk ministers are those of '' Mr. Samuel Bordman '' and 
'' Mr. Peter SainthiU." Mr. Bordman's Bon Samuel continued, after 
the Restoration, to reside in Westmte-lane, Melford, and acquired 
nroperty here ; and there is an entry m the Court Rolls of the Bectorv 
Manor, dated the 1 5th September, 1662, to the effect that he was amerdea, 
for setting and continuing his pale upon the lord's waste, the sum of 
sixpnence, and had warning ^ven him to remove the same before 
Christmas following, under pam of an amercement of 8s. 4d. In 1663 
this waste was wanted to him at a quit-rent of 6d. a year. He also 
owned the Black Lion Inn, and he lived to the year 1670. 

These ministers' tenure being very uncertain, and in the disturbed 
state of the land it being difficult to enforce legal rights, they seem to 
have gladly accei)te(l any composition whicli tlity could secure, in lieu 
of tithes and otlier jirofits; and thus, at the Restoration, the income of 
the Rectory had certainly not improved, and the church had also been 
allowed to decay, for the ministers would not rej)air their part of the 
chancel, and Sir RolKTt Cordell, taking advantage of the reign of con- 
fusion, and the patronage being taken out of his hands, also refused to 
repair his part, endeavouring to make them believe that they ought to 
repair the whole. 

With the Restoration law and order returned, and Dr. Wareyn 
was reinstated in the Rectory and benefice, from which he had been 
sequestered nearly seventeen years, at the close of las very advanced 
life. "Whether i)r. Nathaniel Bisbie, who succeeded him shortly 
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after, acted as his curate, does not appear plainly. He was then a 
young man of 26, and in orders, an M.A, of Christchurch, Oxford, 
and afterwards D.D. ; and in the following year. Dr. Wareyn, who was 
worn out with age, let to him all the profits, tithes, rents, &c., of the 
living, which had become due during the preceding year, for the sum 
of £120. Old Dr. Wareyn being then of the great age of 96 years, 
and, as he himself said, ** superannuated and unfit for the further service 
of the Church," voluntarily resigned the living into the hands of the 
patron. Sir Robert Cordell, of Melford Hall ; and his urgent) request 
that Dr. Bisbie might succeed him in the living, was complied with. 
The old doctor died very soon after his retirement, and was buried at 
Borley, in Essex, the 9th July, 1661. 

Dr. Bisbie was instituted 12th November, 1660, by Dr. William 
Juxon, Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Aiithony Sparrow being then 
Archdeacon of Sudbuir), and he was inducted on the 14th Novem- 
ber, by the Rev. Francis Craven, vicar of Acton. During the thirty 
years that he held this living he greatly improved its value, and zeal- 
ously asserted the Church's privileges, and recovered many of its lost 
rights, though this involved him in repeated litigation. Many of tJie 
present inhioiitantsof Melford can remember how sore and vexed a 
subject was the gathering of tithes, whether in kind or by composition, 
before the Act for their commutation ; and how fruitful a source of 
contention it was between the parishioners and the Rectori and what 
ill blood it often caused. It was the same in Dr. Bisbie's day ; and 
though the matter of detail of tithes is now no longer of consequence 
to us, yet from the care bestowed by him on this subject, labonoudy 
as he has recorded it all, much clear knowledge is gained of Melford in 
his day ; and, being obliged to push his re^eiEurches into the past^ he 
becomes to a considerable extent the historian of this parish. 

Commencing with the time when he began to farm the tithes, &c. 
from Dr. Warc^n, his grievances began ; thus, quoting his own words 
and quaint diction : — 

'' Beingo a stranger to ye place and altogether unexperienced in 
889cular concerns, uTid not capacitated to claimc or demand the re- 
spective dues till vi' yeare was elapsed, I was forced to take accordinge 
to ye former coinnosition made by ye intruders [he always calls the 
six ministers thusj : and indeed the Church had heen soe pilfred, and 
the revenues tliii-of soe embezled, through the late times of seques- 
tration, some paycingo noe tithes, some little instead of much, few or 
none above halfe their dues, that upon account I found myself, had not 
ye resignation devolved ye liveinge upon me, a looser rather than a 
gainer by ye bargaine. 

"In 1661, the Revenues of ye liveinge were this year £188 : : 11 : 
AmoDg other ofTriugs I received of my Patron and his Lady, out of 
their goodwill and respect, for a sermon preached by me upon ye 30*^ 
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daye of January, beinge ye daye of ye martyrdome of Kinge Charles ye 
first, there being noe law known at that time for ye constraininge and 
enforceinge ye same, in gold worth : £2:6:0. 

*' Many other of ye inhabitants of Melford ought to have payd 
tithe to me, who did not doe so : — For beinge accustomed in the late 
times of confusion to pay none, or but little, and takeinge advantage of 
myne unacquaintance with them and their estates, they woulde not 
discover to me what my dues were, nor where they were to be taken, 
nor how : — Soe that for this yeare alsoe, I was imposed upon by some, 
and defirauded by others. The Clown resolveing, if possible, to be too 
hard for the Schollar ! 

" The custome of Melford for great Tithe to the Rector, was 
based upon a valuation sette upon ye yearly rents of ye landes in the 
Parish, according to an Act of FarUament for the Revenue of ye Foil 
money, made Anno 166^, bv Robert Sparke, Thomas Halstead, & 
John Knopp, inhabitants of tnesaid Farish. 

'^ The customs of the Small Tithes were then as foUoweth : viz. 

'* Those whose houses stand in the Hall Streete of Melford pay 
for the herbaTO of every cow they doe keepe, yearly, one Fenny. 

** They that dwell oute of ye sayd streete, and elsewhere within 
the parish, pay yearly for every cow they doe keepe. Four Fence. 

'' The Farson is to have the seventh calfe tmroughoute ye parish, 
if soe many happen to fiUl : and if not, then he is to take four Fence 
for every calfe under the number of seven : and if there chance to bee 
eleven Calves or more, then he is to have one Calfe in kinde, and Four 
Fence apiece for the other. 

'* If there bee four Lambes or less, the Farson is to be allowed 
Three Half-pence apiece for ever^ one of ye said lambes : but if there 
bee five lamoes, then the lambe is to be valued by the owner, or else 
by ye parson, and ye parson to take ye lambe or else one halfe of ye 
money for which ye lambe was valued. 

"And soe of Swine, he is to have the seventh Figge. 

" Of Geese the seventh Groose. 

" Of Wool, either the tenth Pound, or the tenth ShiUinge. 

" Of Hojis je tenth Found. 

" Of Apples, Pears, &c., tithe also. 

" These tithes liad been leased to Mr. Hobart of Melford, but the 
memory of these tLin^^s through the length and confusion of ye time 
wearinge off, and noe enquiry beinge made concerninge them, the 
full knowledge of theDi came to be lodged in M' Hobarts breast 
onely, whose self interest was at that time soe great, and whose con- 
science afterwards soe large, that he would have swallowed most of 
them, those especially which lay on ye east side of ye waye leadinge 
fi'om Sudbury to Burv, jmctendinge tliey belonged to him by Vcrtue 
of a lease from ye Uospitall, and that they were within his prechit ; 
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had not I, by a diligent and chargable enquiry into forrayn records and 
writeings, encouraged thereunto by several broken papers of Doctor 
Warftyn's, received fipom his executors, resolutely put a stop unto ye 
same, and possessed myself, as opportunity favoured me, with many of 
ye tithes : and thus have I waded through ye enquiry whether there 
be any such tithes as are, and are called, partible tithes. But beinge 
perfectly tired with ye long and wearisome pursuite of these matters, 
I must for the present dismiss the enquiiy, and give a small respit 
and divertisement to myself." 

The details of inquiry into tithes after this are extremely minute 
and very voluminous, though they are now but of little interest, 
excepting in a few details. It appears that in 1581, 1582, 1583, the 
parsons gathered the tithes of Lineage and Spelthom woods in kind, 
taking from Lineage one year, 9 loads, and m the year 1671, from 
Spelthom, 16 loads, worth 8s. a load. 

In 1672-3 a quarrel arose between the Rector and Sir Robert 
Cordell, of Melford Hall, the patron of the living, on the double sub- 
ject of tithes and the right of sitting in the chancel (as so called, but 
really in the choir) of the church ; Sir Robert claiming to be free 
from all tithes, great or small, on the old demesne lands of Melford 
Hall. It was evident that he was in error as to these tithes, but he 
was obstinate in the matter, and a suit was commenced against him. 
A similar case had been tried in 1608-10 by Mr. William Gilbert^ who 
was rector from 1599 to 1618, against oir William Waldegrave and 
others, trustees of William Clopton, their ward, as to demesne tithes, 
&c., which came to the EentweU estate, on the partition of the Abbey 
lands. This suit was finaUy adjusted in 1614. Dr. Bisbie, desiring to 
get a copj^ of the old bill and the answer thereto, communicated with 
a lawyer in London thereon. The following reply from him is curious 
as showing the state of the public records at that time : — 

**LoDdoD,DeoF»«167i. 

"Worthy Doctor, 

"I liave searched Sir John Marshain's Book, and find the 
suite as I do verilio bilieve. I searched from lOOG to J612, which is 
two yeares before and two veares after, but fin do noe other than this 
wch is in these words followinge, viz* : ' Evelin then Clerk, Termino 
Michaelis, 8* Jacobi ICIO, Will* Gilbert de Cora: Suff: Caericus, 
quaer: con: WiU- Waldeprave, Will- et RoV Playle def: Billa filat 
17 Octob: Bespoiis : 4 Dec' p. Waldegrave : Repb: 13 Feb. — John 
Derbyshire, Clerk in Sir John Marsham's office' Michaelmas term 
than began a fortniglit sooner than now it doth. 

" I yesterday went to the Tower,* and spent all the forenoon in 

* Aferno, — All the Bolls to the last year of King Charles I. had been removed to 
the Tower. 
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searcheinge the Records whicb lye in the White Tower. But suohe 
confiision in keepinge of Records did I never see : throwne all abowt, 
trampled and trod on ; soe that though the Bill and Answer may be 
there, yet it is ten to one to find them. But I told M* Rylie, who 
telleth me that if I will paye a souldier, woh he can hire for 12 pence 
a daye, to remoove the bundles, his sonne shall look over them. 

'' I have advised with an ancient Clerk in the Six Clerks Office, 
who is of opinion that if upon searche the Bill and Answer cannot be 
founde, yet foreasmuch as the suite is founde entered in the Six Clerks 
Booke, and the originalle depositions in the Examiners Office; and 
the office haveing been burnt downe since, ¥r*^ was Anno 1620, that 
upon mooveing the Court, they will be allowed to be used as evidence. 

" Yrs to Coffiand, 

"John Tabob." 

" For Dr. BnBn; Rector of Melford. 

The Six Clerks Office referred to in the above letter was a very 
ancient office of the Court of Chancery. Ori^naUy they forfeited their 
places if they married ; but they were permitted to do so by the 24th 
and 26th of Henrv VUI., 1633. 

Sir Robert Cordell was at last, in 1676, forced to give in, but in 
his perverse obstinacy he refused to sira, and never did sira, the 
aneement, which was at length made for nim by his son, who became 
merwards Sir John Cordell, wherebv it was decided that the lands in 
dispute, which included Melford HaJi and grounds, part of the park, 
woods, and meadows, amounting to 630 acres, should pay as Demnne 
lands^ a small tithe only, of £10 a year, and that the owner of Melford 
Hall should supply to the Rector of Melford every year, from his deer 
park, a flate of fat venison in the sumrner season^ and a plate of fat 
venison tn the winter season. As the Rector, in his accounts, values 
this venison at the then amount of 16s. 4(1. for each plate, it must 
have been a consiilorable quantity. From the accounts of 1647-6 it 
would appear that the park had paid tithes from £2. Ss. to £3, and 
also some tithe venison. 

These conditions were duly fulfilled up to 1690, when, after Dr. 
Bisbie had been dc^prived of the living for rei\i3ing the oath of alle- 

fiance to William III., Lady Cordell, the widow of Sir John (son of 
ir Robert), made an endeavour to set aside the agreement which had 
been entered into with Sir Robert Cordell as to these tithes. Dr. 
Bisbie, however, having been appealed to, refused to keep silence in a 
matter aflfecting the welfare of the church, though he liaa no longer a 
personal interest in the living ; and he then gave a full account of how 
the matter had stood seventeen years before, and he added thereto further 
details. Among others he says that the park, meadows, woods, &c., 
in all above 600 acres, were, according to the Poll Bill of anno 1C6| 

T 
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rated at the yearly value of £256. He also asserts, though question- 
ably, that the abbots of Bury, before the dissolution of the Monastery, 
alw^ays paid some tithe of the demesne lands which they held in hand, 
to the several rectors of Melford ; and among others he cites here, for 
the first time, Bulneymoores and Le Churche Tye, and he quotes an 
entiT from the Bectory Manor books of Dr. Egidius Dent, Bector of 
Melford 1474, in these words : — 

''Item Jurati dicunt quod Bector Ecclesiffi de Melford et 
Successores sui, debent habere pastnram in le Bulnymere cum duabus 
Bestiis ibidem pasturandis a festo Inventionis SanctSB Crucis usque 
finem Sancti Petri ad Vincula, cum Bestiis Domini Abbatis de Bury, 
manerii sui de Melford Hall absque contradictione alicujus, sicut pne- 
decessores sui ex anticjuo tempore habuerunt : et similiter debet haoere 
pasturam quolibet decimo die de la Churche Tye pro bestiis et biden- 
tibus depascendis per totum annum." 

By the Court Bolls of the 23rd of Henry VII., this is not called le 
Churche Tye, but Viridarium de Melford Tye. 

So it appeared that the parson of that day (1474) laid a claim, but 
which was not acknowledgea by the Abbot, to have in lieu of tithe, in 
the one case, a joint feeding for two beasts with the beasts of the Abbot 
on Bulneymoor, from one before-mentioned feast day to another; viz. 
from 1st May to Ist August ; and in tiie other case to have an entire 
and separate feeding both for beasts and sheep, every tenth day 
throughout the year, over le Churche Tye, presumably Melford Ghreen. 
And they further endeavoured to show that trespassers on that tenth 
day were as punishable bv the parson in his court, as they were on the 
other nine days by the Abbot in his court ; and a case was quoted that 
seven persons were in 1501 cited to the Bectory Court for trespassing 
over ** Is Churclie Oreene de Melford " with pigs and sheep, and they 
were each fined a small sum. But it is not stated whether the fines 
were ever paid, or whether le Churche Greene meant the Churchyard 
or Melford Green. 

Whatever may liave led to these claims, it does not appear that 
they were mahitainod. In the three grants of tlie fair and market on 
the Green, no notice is taken of any rectorial right, nor is there any 
such mentioned in any of the abbots voluminous terriers. The abbots 
certainly acknowliKlged no such rights, and in the lease granted by 
John Beevo de ileltbrd, the last of the abbots, 26th of Henry VIII., of 
Melford Hall, for thirty years to Dame Pennington, widow, there is 
particularly leased to her the entire ** feedings of the Green of Melford,*' 
without any reservation of the tenth day to the Bector. And after the 
dissolution of the Abbey, the Green was, with other parts of the estate, 
and with tie fair, &c., granted absolutely by the Crown to Sir William 
Cordell. And in all Dr. Bisbie's minute tithe accounts there is no 
other mention of the Green, or of any profit derived from it, nor did he 
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ever exercise any right orer it. And there is nowhere else any luantiou 
whatever of this dsun, which never seems to have been sulmUut4at«e(i, 

Sir Bobert Cordell's quarrel with the Rector also enU)moad thti 
subject of the right of seating in the chancel (or choir) of tlia ohuiH>h| 
— about which a considerable wrangle ensued before the vexed matter 
could be settled; and as therewith was also brought into diHpute the 
question of repairs of the chancel between the Rector and the owner of 
Melford Hall, who was also the patron of the living, it may be of son^e 
interest to record the squabble as handed down by Dr. JJiabiei in his 
own words : — 

'' This year alsoe 167| Sir Robert Cordell : Bart. : denyed me a 
seat in y* Chancell of y* Churche of Melford» for myaelfe snd my 
family to sit in : sayeinge that I ought to repair the whol Ohanoell, but 
to have no use of it : though it was sufficientlie prooved to him thut 
Doctor Wia*eyn, my immediate praddecessor, and likewise M' Gilbert 
his prsddecessor, both seated themselves and their familvs on the south 
side of ye sayd Chancell, claimeing to themselves a right not onely to 
sit, but to bury there. And that the Quire seat was pulled down about 
the yeare 1662, when M' Thomas Hobart was Churoiiewarden, and the 
great seat wherein the sayd Sir Rob* Cordell doth now sit was then 
erected in the place thereof by the aayd M' Hobart at the appoyiit- 
ment and by the direction of the sayd Sir Rob* Cordell.— Na^ though 
I offerred to resign to him and to his use the sayd south side of y* 
Chancell, resserving for myself and mv •uocessors to bury our dead 
therein, provided that the sayd Sn* Rob* OordeU would causa a seat to 
be erected for me, and fin* my family in the Ohuroha, to which he i\im\ 
payd Churchwardens Rates, and appropriate the same to mt and my 
successors, yet that was alsoe refused and rejected by him.— 'Wh#reu|iaii 
I forbore to repaire the Chancell^ and would not end my suite about 
Tithes till that alsoe was accorded. 
'' Thus my claime ii, 

'^ 1^ That ye parsons of Helfi>rd ha^l %vti\ii\ tliemselvM and their 
fiunilies at the Weste end of the Botitb side of ye Chaoeell, and i\u* 
owners of Alelfoni Hall, immemorially on the Northe side ot y# sayd 
Chancell. 

'' 2^ That ye pi^esent great seat at Uu^ Houtb side wb^cfin Wir 
Rob^ Cordell and ye tAcrZes €/( his family d'> i^it was #r#et#d hy %V 
Thomas Hobart, Vm^ Steward, than Cbyrchwiinl^i i, n\Hmi IWl. 

'«3^ Till tbit seat was emoted, Bir MaA/ Ond^i wiOi thm ^^U^s 
of his family, sat cooKtantly with his Lady, simI t)t« lest 4AiJim/^M4AU^ 
of hk family, on tlte J^orth side of ve Cha/iWi/' 

In 1676 tlie UexAor aUaodooed ibe moQiU^i ri|^it 4/ wAtm^ m iXm 
chanceL Anagreem^'Ot vasftnaUyaiiiefed hiU^i^n f^^Uows; vi^, t'^ 
the owners of llelford Jlall were to ot^ntiuue tQ oc^Mipr tiie seaU in Ui# 
chancel exdoaiTel^', aiud that a seat slioald bi ^i^ec^J in i^ (W^ </ ^i*^ 

t 2 



164 THE IfAMOB OF THE RECTOBT OF LONG MELFOBD. 

churchf westward over agamst the said great seat for the use of the 
parson and his family, which was accordOnglj done at the expense of 
the parish ; Mr. Hobart and Mr. (Jeorge Street being churchwardens. 

This new seat remained as the Rectory pew from that time until 
the restoration of the church, 1867, when the owner of Melford Hall 
voluntarily relinquished his right to the chancel or choir seating, in 
order, and on condition that tms part of the chancel might be stewed, 
and iised for the seaitng of a surpliced choir, and the officiaimg clergy 
onlt/y during the services of the church. 

On the debated point of the repairs of the chancel. Sir Robert 
Cordell argued against the parson, that Dr. Bisbie had, at his own 
cost of £80 and upwards, repaired the whole of it in 1661. To which 
the Rector replied, that on coming into the living immediately after the 
troubled times of sequestration, he had indeed done so in ignorance of 
the joint custom of repair ; but that before that time the north side had 
been always repaured by the owners of Melford Hall, the patrons of the 
living ; and that the intruding Puritan ministers, in wnose times the 
dilapidations happened, refused to repair the south side of the chancel 
when desired to do so by Sir Robert Cordell, unless he at the same time 
would repair the north side. And the parson further contended, that 
whereas the owners of Melford Hall have, as he admits, a right of one- 
fourth of the chancel on the north side to bury in, and another fourth 
part of the same on the south side also to bmy in, being the place 
where the monument and vault belonging to the family is built, and 
they also sitting in the chancel, it was but reasonable that one half of 
the chancel should be maintained by the fiunily. 

Whereupon it was agreed, that the south side of the chancel should 
entirely and wholly be repaired and maintained bv the parson and his 
successors, and the north side thereof by Sir Robert Ck)rdell and bis 
successors. And accordingly the leads thereof were mended, September, 
1679, hj the appointmont and order of John Gordell, Esq.^ his son. 
It is evident from this, as well as from a following passage, that though 
Sir Robert Cordell fin:illy allowed these agreements to be entered into 
for him, and they were afterwards fully kept, yot liis pride would not 
allow of his carrjnng th(^m out in person, as the partially defeated party, 
and so his eldest son's name is used in the matters ; and at a town 
meeting called to make a rate to and for the rei>air of the dhuroh in 
167f, John Hobart and George Boston being then churchwardens, it 
was by the township consented to and agreed, that in regard that/oAn 
Cordellf Esq., had one half of the chancel to repair at his own proper 
costs and charges, the lands in his own occupation, \nz. the Homestall, 
Park, and Broadmeadow, should no more be rated to the church, but 
remain as of former times, rate-free; and accordingly the said lands 
were excused in the i*ate then made, as also again in 1679-1680, and 
long subsequently. 
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After Dr. Bisbie*s time there is but little of importance to 
relate as regards the Rectory. During the eighteenth century, the 
rectors here, as elsewhere, probably plodded on, as regarded their office, 
in the dull, lifeless, careless routine mode which was the distinguishing 
evil mark of that era in most country parishes ; and particularly in 
counties which, like Suffolk, had not even Jacobite tendencies to rouse 
them from their lethargy. The old Doctor himself was a stanch 
adherent to the House of Stuart, and sacrificed all prospects in life for 
the maintenance of his principles ; for (as he expresses it), ** on his 
refusal to forego his faith and sworn allegiance to King James II., and 
to transfer the same to the Prince of Orange," he was, in 1689, ejected 
from the benefice of Melford, which he h^ held for thirty years, and 
he was succeeded by Dr. Felton, a Fellow of Cambridge, who 
fieivoured the new succession. Dr. Bisbie was the author of several 
published sermons, copies of which are now rare. They bear an 
impress of pedantic scholarship, and are the outspoken expressions of 
a stanch Royalist high churchman of that day. Among them the 
following are noticeable ; viz.. Prosecution no Persecution^ preached at 
the assizes at Bury St. Edmund's, 22nd March, 1681, and dedicated to 
"my ever honom^ patron. Sir John Gordell, of Long Melford, 
Baronet, one of his Majesties Deputy Lieutenants for the County of 
Suffolk ; and to the vertuous and truly religious Lady, Dame Elizabeth, 
his wife;" another, named The Moaem Fharisees; two sermons on 
Anarchy and Sedition^ preached 1682-3, at Bury assizes, and published 
by request of Thomas Waldegrave, Esq., who was High Sheriff of 
Suffolk at both these assizes, the judges named being, at the first one, 
Mr. Justice Windham, and at the second, Lord Chief Baron Montage 
and Mr. Serjeant Hollowav ; and a sermon called the Bishop Visiting^ 
preached at Bury before the Bishop of Norwich, the 3rd May» 1686» 
and dedicated to him. 

Although it appears that Dr. Bisbie was not wholly (ree firom that 
obsequiousness ana servility which the clergy of Ins day displayed 
towards people of rank, yet bo seems on occasions to have asserted his 
position and rights, and those of the church, agninst tlie titled owners 
of the two great Halls, in a far bolder and more spirited manner than 
was usual at that time. Although this book purports only to treat of 
men and manners in so far as they pertain to Melford, yet the following 
little detail of positive facts, as relating to this inmiediate neighbour- 
hood, may serve as an illustration of the ])Osition of the clergy in 
society towards the ch^so of the seventeenth century. 

This sketch is takon from a personal MS. (liary, written by a 
clergyman and a scholar, who was domestic chaplain to a family of 
rank in a great house only a few miles from Melford, in Dr. Bisbie's 
time. The worthy chaplain, in his journal, tells ns with perfect sim- 
plicity and good faith, and as ordinary matter of course, that he 
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associated generally witih the upper servants, in whose socie ty he 
appears to have been far more comfortable thwi in the parlour. When 
the fEunily were alone, he commonly dined with them, sometimes at 12 
and sometimes at 2 o'clock; but when company was entertained he 
seldom dined with the higher circle, and if honoured with an invitation 
to table, he was expected to retire before the dose of dinner, when he 
adjourned to the steward's room, where he made his little jokes and 
paid compliments to Mrs. Betty, my lady's woman. In the £eimily 
circle he was not dlowed to enter into the general conversation, but 
was expected to be useful and subservient, and to toady his patron and 
patroness, and to fetch and carry for any of their noble visitors, from 
whom he occasionally received a present of a guinea for his services, 
which he accepted with profuse expressions of gratitude ; and when the 
great house was full of guests, he had to give up his bedroom ; and his 
Beverence tells us that ne then shared a bed with either the butler or 
the steward 1 

Before his death, in 1695, Dr. Bisbie compiled a narrative of some 
of the vexatious disputes which had occurred between him and the 
CordeU £unily, and he closed his account thereof as follows : — 

''Thus ended all ye controversys between Melford Hall and y* 
parson, and may never more any arise soe long as there is an owner at 
the Hall, and a parson in Melford." 

And though his expressed hope has not been completely fulfilled, 
and that since his time many disputes have arisen, some often but 
trivial, some faulty on one side, some on both; and though in the 
frailty of human nature, with its infirmities of temper, it can scarcely 
be possible that the intercourse of neighbours shotdd always nm 
uninterruptedly smoothly, yet we may so fiur echo the long since 
recorded sentiment of the old parson, by the hope that the improved 
state of society in the present day has corrected the former evil tone 
of arrogance and exclusiveness, and by thus engenderini^ a more genial 
relation between all classes, has tended to promote the better feeUngof 
general goodwill and neighbourly kindliness. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

EKKTWELL. 

IN the time of Edward the Confessor, Kentwell belonged to Seward, 
and was held by his undertenant j^gar ; but in 1086, this manor, 
together with six others (of which one was the lesser of the two 
Lavenham manors), formed part of the possessions of Frodo, the 
brother of Abbot Baldwin, of St. Edmund's. Translated firom the 
abbreviated Latin of the Domesday Book of 1086, the following is the 
record entered therein : — 

" iSu/ofifc.— 7%6 Eundied of Babergh.— XII.— FRODO. [Possessions, 

among others, of Frodo."] 

** In the time of King Edward the Confessor, Algar held Kane- 
ioella under Seward, a freeman of Meldon, as a manor containing two 
carucates of land with Soke. There were thereon at that time 
7 villeins, and afterwards, and now 4 villeins. There was then, and 
subsequently, 1 bordar ; there are now 3. There were always 2 ploughs 
belonging to the demesne. There were then and afterwards 2 ploughs 
belonging to the Homagers of the manor ; there now remains 1 • There 
are 8 acres of mowing meadow. There has always been one horse at 
the Manor house. There were then 5 working oxen ; there are now 8. 
At that time there were 80 swine ; there are now 40. Then 80 sheep, 
now there are 50. At that time and subsequently, this manor was 
valued at 40 shillings ; it is now worth £4." 

Frodo, the owner of Kentwell at the Domesday survey in 1086, 
is known to have left at least two sons, named Alan and Gilbert, who 
both attested an important deixl of grant of Abbot AlboUl between the 
years 1116 and 1119. Of their families we have no record, but it 
ap]>ear6 that about the period of from 1145 to 1143 a person named 
Galeus held this manor ; for in the Hull of Pope Eugenius III., endowing 
tlic Abbey of Bury with certain tithes, it was decreed that the manor 
of Melford should pay a sum of 20 shillings a year, and the land of 
Galeus in Melford was to pay 10 shillings a year. And as at that 
time there was no other property in Melford which could have been 
assessed in such proportion to the Melford manor, except the then 
existing manor of Kentwell, it seems tolerably certain that Galeus was 
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the owner of Kentwell. As to whether he was a descendant of Frodo 
through either Alan or GUbert, his sons, there is no clear evidence ; 
nor as to who were his immediate successors ; though a Thomas de 
Mendham, living in 1188, is recorded to have been a descendant of 
Frodo ; but .whether he also owned Kentwell does not fully appear. 
There was a family of " De Kentwell '* in the 13th century ; and in 
one of the Chartularies of the Abbey of Bury, among a number of 
leases and conveyances connected with Melfordi the name of Sir 
Oilbert de KentewM appears as an attesting witness to a deed executed 
between Abbot Hugh Northwold and Lokereus, son of Absolon, of 
Melford, between the years 1213 and 1228. 

A curious deed exists which was made between John Camerarius, 
of Shimpling, Suffolk, and Richard de Kentwell^ clerk, and which was 
dated at Shimpling in the churchyard^ on Sunday next before Pentecost, 
1294. The selection of such a place for the execution of a document 
may seem strange ; but the reason for this was, that, as sometimes 
the custom at that period, in order to make the conveyance as solemn 
and public as possible, the legal deed was read to the congregation in 
the churchyard, after divine service, that all present might know the 
contents, and be witnesses thereto if future occasion required. 

The name of another person in some way oonneoied with Kent- 
well appears repeatedly in the 14th century ; for John de Luton attested 
Melfora deeds of the Abbot of Bury in tiie several years 1816» 1317» 
1323, and 1330. 

It is said that a '' Sir Edmond de Cornwall was of EentweU in the 
county of Suffolk, whose son John died without issue." This Sir 
Edmond was the grandson of Richard de Comwall» living in 1280, 
and who was the natural son of Richard, Earl of Cornwall and Poitou, 
King of the Romans, who was the second son of King John of 
En^and by his third ^nfe, Isabel of Angoulcme. The statement as 
to £us ownership is however somewhat shadowy, aiul seems difficult to 
reconcile with the fact that in 1251 the manor of Kentwell was in the 
King's hands, and was giant ed bv King Henry III. to Sir William de 
Valence, who is recorded in the Abbot's Chartulary of Melford of 1287, 
as holding therein a manor comprising 8(K) acres of arable land, 4 
acres of mowing meadow, 5 acres of pasture, 17 acres of wood, a 
windmill, and a warren ; besides 52 acres which his villeins held from 
him. Four persons are specially named as holding between them 
50 acres of the lord's land ; three of whom were again allowed to 
sublet it. The four tenants are thus described : — 

'' Stephen de Sidulveraere holds of the said Sir William xx acres 
of land for his under-tenants at 20 pence a year. [Sidolves Mere was 
nefur Ballingdon.] 

" John, son of Capell, holds of the said Sir William x acres of 
land for his under-tenants at 10 pence a year. 
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** William Maupas holds for himself and his parceners a messuage 
and X acres of land for 10 pence a year. 

'' Matilda Wodefoyle holds of the same Sir William x acres of land 
for 10 pence-" 

The name of this latter tenant, Matilda WoMaylef is noticeable 
at the above date; for Wodefoyle, now called Woodfowles, was a 
reputed manor of Kentwell, from which this person, in the common 
custom of the period, no doubt received her appellation. 

It would appear that the Kentwell Manor (with perhaps some of 
its adjuncts) was granted by King Henry HI. to Sir William de 
Valence between the years 1252 and 1272 ; and though in the Melford 
Chartulary the Abbot of Bury, as lord paramount of Melford, includes 
De Valence in the roll of his free tenants, exacting fi^m him a small 
yearly rent in fi^ee soccage in lieu of all services, ttie account ^es on 
to state that this particmar manor was held by the said noble '' m chief 
from the king." 

This Sir William de Valence married Joane, daughter of William 
de Montchensy by his wife Dionysia (daughter and heiress of Nicholas 
de Anesty), tnrough whom the earldom of Pembroke descended, afler 
the failure of the title in the family of Mareschall, and whose son, 
Aymer de Valence, was the last Earl of Pembroke of this latter line, 
being murdered in France on the (23rd ?) 27th June, 1323 ; when, 
dying without issue, his niece carried the manor of Kentwell to her 
husband, the Earl of AthoL* 

William de Valence was killed in battle in France in 1296, and 
his body was brought to England and buried in St. Edmund's Chapel, 
in Westminster Abbey. On his fine tomb his arms are repeated as a 
pattern in diamond-shaped panels, enamelled in gold and oolours on 
copper. These are alternately Gules, three lions passant regardant. Or ; 
and barry Argent and Azure, an orle of martlets, Gules. These arms 
are again repeated on the cushion beneath the head of the recumbent 
figure. The shield lie holds only shows the second coat of armSi and 
on the azure bars is a delicate ronnine pattern in gold, and on the 
argent bars a similar tracery pattern, rather broader ; and the outlines 
of the martlets are picked out in gold. 

Through the above-mentioned marriage of de Valence's nieoe and 
co-heir, Kentwell passed to David Strabolgie, Karl of Atbol, who, in 
1333, conveyed it to Sir Ilobert Gower and bis heirs, and in 1388 the 

* In Gagi^s History r»f the Thingoe Hundred, tba famflj or>nneciiotif are difftreotty 
giren. Ha my that DKmy^ia wsm tba only diild of WUluim d«' M<HiDtcliafiti ; that alia 
manied Hugh da Tare and died vitboot laMia, wben bar Ut deaceiidad to Avmar da 
Valenoe, aon and heir of Juane, cousin of William Moiintchansi ; and that, aftar tba daatb 
of A jmer, it came to tbe Eaii of Atbol in right of hia wife, Joana Cooirn, idatar of 
Ajmer. The particulan In tbe text are taken from the Suffolk Ardj«olofieal 8ociat/a 
Keport^ Wrist's Uiatoffy of Emex, and Oamdeo'a '' Britannk." 

Z 
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King confirmed to the said knight in fee the Manor of Kentwell, in the 
county of Suffolk. Gower's daughter Joan married one William Neve, 
of Wyting, and she and her husband had a pardon granted to them in 
1366 for having entered on the Kentwell property, on the death of her 
sister, without process in the King's Court ; and they were restored 
after the seizure by the king, on payment of 100 shillings. In 1368 
this manor is said to have belonged to John (}ower, the poet, and in 
1373 to Sir John Gobham, and soon after passed to the family of 
Mylde, and the Gloptons obtained it by an intermarriage with that 
family. 

The Gloptons had been long settled in Suffolk before they acquired 
this property. Thev are named in the Suffolk Domesday Book as 
feudatories of the Uonor of Glare; and the name of Thurstan do 
Glopton appears as a witness to a grant of land at Hawkedon to the 
Abbot of St. Edmund's in the year 1154; and his son, Bobert do 
Gopton, gave to St. Edmund's Abbey four acres that Thurstan de 
Glopton had held ** in villa de Glopton, which was a hamlet of Wick- 
hambrook. 

The Manor of Kentwell was brought to the Glopton family by the 
marriage of Sir Thomas Glopton, Knight, widi Katherine, daughter 
and heiress of William Mylde, Esq., of Ulare, in the county of Suffolk. 
The will of this Sir Thomas Glopton, who died 1383, is dated 8th 
March, 1382, and was proved the 12th October, 1383. He was buried 
in Ghipley Priory. At that time, and for nearly two hundred years 
after, the manonal residence was not called Kentwell, but '' Lutona.'* 
In the wills and documents of successive Gloptons, till the year 1568^ 
constant mention is made of the Hall or Place of Lutona, as the 
dwelling-house of the family ; but in that year reference is made to 
the new fnansion-house of Kentwell Hall. From many expressions and 
references, as well as from a careful comparison with them^ of the 
existing features of the groimd, there is, if not a cortaintyt at least a 
strong presumption, that Lutons Manor-houso stood in or about the 
wood now called the ** Pond Plantation" of KrntwelL Old Mr. 
Martyn, in his account of Melford church, prior to the Beformation, 
speaks of ''Lutons House, near to the Ponds in the Park, where there 
was a little chapel of Saint Anne." Tho will of Sir WilUam Glopton, 
who died 153f, mentions particularly the vestments and decorations in 
this private domestic cliapel. As to the '' I'onds in the Park,*' men* 
tioned by Mr. Mnrtyn, there still remain in tho wood which now 
derives its name from them, as the Pond Plantation, the lai^ rectan- 
gular artificial fishponds, one of which is at a much lower level than 
the others, together with a series of several smaller stews, such as 
in past times were generally attached to these old manor-houses. 
Near them stand some magnificent venerable old oaks of immense 
age, which wore ODce probably very near the house of Lutons ; and 
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the calm quiet beauty of these ancient fishponds, now hidden in the 
depth of the wood which has grown up around them, with their 
unru£9ed stiUness, on a summer's day, only broken by the occasional 
passage of waterfowl, or by the flapping of great fish upon the surface, 
forms a most picturesque and charming sylvan scene. Outside the 
wood the existence of similar splendid old oak-trees on land which is 
now arable, leads to the conclusion that the park in olden days 
extended up to, and partly around this wood, so that Lutons (if on tins 
site) was surrounded by the park. No traditional details seem to exist as 
to the style of the old manor-house, and there are no remains of it ; for 
probably, from its early date, and the scarcity of natural enduring 
building material in these parts, it was a timber-firamed house ; and 
on its being pulled down, its materials, if sound, would have been used 
up again, or if decayed, converted into fuel, leaving no traces behind 
it, saving those peculiarities of site and aspect and configuration of 
ground which here point so strongly to its presumed position. 

The tenures of the several manors pertaining to this estate were 
repeatedly described in the various inquisitions on me wills of successive 
Cloptons. 

In early ones Lutons is stated to be held of the Abbot of St. 
Edmimd in fi^ee soccage for 16 pence a year in lieu of all services ; and 
after the dissolution of the Abbey it is described as held on the same 
terms ** firom the Crown and fi*om the Hundred of Babergh, which 
Himdred was formerly parcel of the ancient possessions of the Abbot of 
8t. Edmund^s:' 

A portion, called the Messuage of Blakes, is described in similar 
terms to the above, before and after the dissolution of the Abbey, as 
held at 6 pence a year. 

The Manor of Woodhouse and Woodfowles was held of the Earl 
of Sussex, and of his Manor of Shimpling, for 2 shillings a year.* 

The Manor of Kent well was held originally of the Ejng in chiefs 
and of the Castle of Konvich, by a fourth part of a kniglit's service ; and 
afterwards by a furtlier pa}^ment of 65 snillinjrs a year to the governor 
of the castle. But about the time of the Rebellion, it is noted thus : — 
** It seemeth there hath been a license or pardon of Alienation sued out 
ignorantly or unawares, as if the same had been holden in chief only ; 
and processes have thereupon issued out of the Treasurers Remem- 
brauncers Office in the Exchequer, which were discharged, some of 
them in the year 1645. 

* Aj to a part of this mnnor Uiere exists a notice that iu the 15th of Edward IV., 
147G, one Walter Jennayn held Woodhoiue for 13a. 4d. a year, and he requested to be 
allowed the ram of lOs. 3d. for a tlH»U8and of wood which in that year had been made 
in the grore called Woodhousc, and which had been wrvjngly included in his hire. The 
parson of Stanstcad on this occasion took a hundred of wood for his titlie. 

In 1287 ther« is a mention of one llatDda de Woodfoyle, as already recorded. 

z 2 
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" To this manor belongeth a Court from tliree weeks to three 
weeksi and many rents of Assize of Free Tenants — and of two or three 
customary or Copyhold Tenants — ^their Fines arbitrable." 

The Manor of Monks, in Melford, which was originally included in 
the one-third of the Melford Church property alienated by Abbot 
Samps on to the hospital of St. Saviour, Bury, was granted by King 
Henry VllL, 23rd December, 1545, after the dissolution of the Abbey» 
to Sir William Clopton, the then owner of Kentwell, to be held of the 
Crown in chief by the fortieth part of a knight's service, and an annual 
payment of 32s. 4^. at Michaelmas. This patent was renewed, 
enlarged, and confiimed by King James I. 

in the patent the contents of this manor are thus described (in 
Latin) : — 

A pightle called Le Bameyard, containing by estimation 1 acre. 

A close of arable land next Le Bameyard, with the site of the 
Manor-house, 6^ acres. 

A building called Le Tiled Bame. 

Four enclosures of meadow and pasture called Bargate field. Crow 
medow, Middlefield, and PresUy field, and containing together 58 acres. 

A parcel of land and marsh called Le Cangle, containing ^ acre. 

A pasture on Kentwell Down, near the park, containing 4^ acres 
and 27 perches. 

Five parcels of land and pasture between the noansion-house and 
the cross called Glaptan*s Crass. 

Two proves of wood between the mansion-house and the road 
leading to Bnr^. 

Also all tithes of hay, nass, and grain, and all other tithes of the 
above lands ; and also all other tithes of lands from the tenement called 
Bochers, on the east side of the said road to the end of Melford Park. 

A further account states thus : — ** To this manor belongs a Court 
from three weeks to three weeks, and many rents of Assize of bee 
tenants and of divers customary or copyhold tenants, whose fines are 
arbitrable; but only ono tenement lately [i.e. circa 1G40], in tenure of 
William Miller, deceased, which is claimed to be certain, upon eveiy 
alienation and descent." 

On Monks Manor there formerly stood a manor-house, conoeming 
which no descriptive records remain, except that it continued to be 
named in the abuttiils of the Priest's house or College, as Monks 
Manor-house, with bam, buildings, and yards. Its site was therefore 
somewhere near the north-east end of the church, probably where part 
of the broken ^ouud in KentweU Park, near the churchyard, indicates 
the position of former buildings ; and a house, which presumably was 
tliis Manor-house, is shown as standing on that spot near the CoUege 
or Priest's house, in the Melford Manor maps of 1G13 and 1615, and 
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also on an old map of 1677. The date of its erection and of its 
destruction are equally uncertain, though perhaps from some context it 
may be surmised that it was pulled down towards the close of the 
17th century. It is mentioned in one document as still existing in 
1674. 

Sir Thomas OhpUm^ who through his wife acquired the Manor of 
Kentwell, probably occupied the old house of Lutons, as he made his 
will aJt Melford the 8th of March, 1382, whereby, amone other bequests, 
he left *' to Master John, the chaplain of the parish of Melford, half a 
marc " (6s. 8d.). This John was perhaps a cnantry priest, he certainly, 
was not the rector, for Thomas do Gkrnesby was rector at that date. 

Sir Thomas's widow (she was his second wife), who was the 
heiress Catherine Mylde, remarried Sir WilUam Tendrin^, whose 
father was also Sir William Tendring, of Stoke, who married Mar« 
garet (daughter of Sir William Kerdeston, of Olazton, Norfolk). Sir 
William Tendring the elder is said to have died in 1376, and his 
wife in 1394, and they were both buried in the old Priory Church at 
Sudbury. Sir William de Kerdeston was the son of the second baron 
of that name, but a doubt hung over his legitimacy, and he was never 
summoned to Parliament as a baron. 

Lady Tendring, Sir Thomas Clopton's relict, made her will the 
24th February, 1403, leaving the following bequests : — 

To the High Altar of Melford a maro (13s. 4d.). 

To Thomas, her husband's chaplain, half a maro (6s. 8d.). 

To Margaret, her maid, a marc (138. 4d«). 

To her two gentlemen chamberlains, to each 40 pence. 

To John, her husband's cook, 40 pence. 

To Thomas, the baker, 40 pence. 

This ladv also left, among many bequests to her daughter Alice 
Tendring, who became a great heiress, and the ancestress of the 
Howards, all her head-gear, except two fillets of pearls of lesser value, 
and an her ke\ crclefs ; also a nirred cloak and other furs, a long 
chest, and her napery, &a She further left to Sir John Howard, tbo 
husband of her dau^^bter Alice, a piece of silver gilt, called a Flatpoc, 
with a cover for the same. She bequeathed to Sir William Clapton, 
her son by her first marriage, a piece of silver, or oorered cup, with 
six silver shells ; a bed of white worstod st'iinc*d with figures of meii 
and women, and another bed and mattres.s ; a Paris ni^ldn, with a 
long towell of the same workmanship ; a green vestment for a chap' 
lain ; a missal ; and a h*Mtk called a ByUe (in mxinur^cript) ; a piece o( 
silrer called a stondvnggepec (queiy, standing pic*ce) with a cover 
with the head of a leoi>anl ; and a che^rt called the great cofre. Finally 
she left to even- l>eggar coming to her Imrial, two pence. 

After Sir Thomas Cloptcnrs death, his son Wr WUUam continued 
to reside at Lotons, which in his will he mentions as bis dwelling- 
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house ; he died in 1446, and his effigy is on the recessed mural tomb 
in the north aisle of the choir of the church. After him there suc- 
ceeded his son by his second wife, John Clopton, who married Alice 
Darcy, and who is so intimately connected with the history of Melford, 
as the great benefactor and restorer of this church. His career has 
' been already briefly noted in connection with the church. His lot 
was cast in troubled times, and being an intriguer of a strong political 
bias, he narrowly escaped with his life, when on the 22nd of February, 
1461, his fellow-prisoners in the Tower, John de Vere, the 12th Earl 
of Oxford, his son Aubrey de Vere, John Montgomery, and Sir 
Thomas Tuddenham, were sdl beheaded on Tower Hill for tiieir attach- 
ment to the Lancastrian party. The Earl and his son were buried in 
Austin Friars, London. Old John Clopton, however, managed to make 
his peace, and he lived to the ripe age of 75» and was buried in Md- 
ford church, in the Easter tomb. Hiis wiU, wliich is dated 4th Novem- 
ber, 1494, three years prior to his death, is very curious as illustrative 
of the manners and customs of that day. It is a document of con- 
siderable length. Among other dispositions he mentions the mor- 
tuary to be paid in kind at his burial. These mortuary fees claimed 
by the priests sometimes led to great scandals. The clergv asserted 
themselves to be entitled to the l^t suit of clothes which hwl belonged 
to the deceased; and there were instances in which by the grave-side 
the officiating priest tore off a mourner's doublet, declaring that it 
had belonged to the dead man. The custom led to such infinite 
abuses, that an Act was passed in the 2l6t year of Henrv VIIL, which 
regulated mortuary fees, and also controlled the exoroitant probate 
duties of the bishops' courts. John Clopton in his will says as 
follows : — 

<< Also I wull that the parson have mv best hers at hys eleocion 
for hys mortuary, according to the lawdabill custome of the towne. 

''And forasmuch as I knowe well that prayers is a singuler 
remedie for the dely voiaunce of soules in purcatory, therfore I wull 
that iher be disposyd for me and Dame Margaretc Leynham [daughter 
of Dame Anncs Fray, of whose will John Clopton was executor] within 
a monith next after my discease, fifty marcs [il'Vo. 6s. 8d.] for two 
thousande masses and diriges under this forme fc)llo^vynge." 

He commences the ap]K)rtionment thereof with Shene, the Charter- 
house of London, and the llouse of Sion, to which latter he leaves an 
especial legacy for masses for his soul ; adding thus, — *' consydering 
that I am a Broder of the place.'* 

Persons of rank were often, in this sort of lay form, brethren of 
the principal religious orders, and they were thus supposed to parti- 
cipate in the benefits of the prayers of the monks while living, and 
after death they were to be especially prayed for by these communities. 
As the aflSliated lay bretlu-en generally bequeathed legacies or made 
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gifts to their adopted house, perhaps the monks' prayers might be 
given on a sort of principle that " qui pro alio orat pro se laborat." 
Sion was a Carthusian house, one of the strictest orders in England. 
There were two estabHshments ; one of monks of Sion, and one 
of nuns. 

He then continues the distribution of the masses, and the four- 
pences apiece for them, among the Friars of Sudbury, Clare, Babwell 
(beyond the Banna leuca of St. Edmund's), the Grey Friars of Col- 
chester, the White Friars of Maldon, the Blackfiiars of Chelmsford, the 
Black Friars of Thetford, and the Ausl^s (Augustines) there; the 
Priory of Colne ; every monk in Bury besides the abbot, the prior, the 
sexton, the cellarer, and the hospiteller ; the nuns of Thetford, the 
nuns of Hoddington ; and the priests of the churches of Melford, 
Lavenham, St. Gregory, St. Peter, and Allhallow in Sudbury, Glems- 
ford, Cavendish, Bozted, Hartest, Shimpling, LawshalU Hawsted, 
Alpheton, Stansted, Acton, the Waldingfields, both the less and the 
more, Chilton, loston, Foxearth, and Clare; together with divers 
private priests, who were all to receive certain sums for masses for his 
soul. The bequests to the following anchorites and anchoresses for 
the same object are deserving of special notice : — 

'< Also, I wull that the Anker of Busshopesgate, and each of the 
Ancors of Norwicbe have 6*- 8^ 

V Also I wull that the Anker of Bury have 20 shillings for two 
Trentallis." [A trental was 30 masses, one on each consecutive dav 
for 80 days after the burial ; or sometimes all together on the 30th 
day, so often referred to in old wills to bo observed as the month day.] 

*' Also I wull that Dame Johan Lampett, Auncores [Anchoress] 
of Carewe, have 3*- 4^ to praye for me, ana for the saide soules/' 

The mention of these persons is of double interest^ not only on 
account of the names of different then still existing Anchorholds, as 
they were called, and their recluses, but also because such redusoria 
are seldom mentionLii so late as the date of tliis will, 1494. From the 
14th to the middle of the 15th century, there are manv histories of 
anchorites and aneliorholds. These varied greatly in their freedom of 
external commuiiication, and in their sizes, and were commonly cells 
either attached to the church or in the churcliyai^d, and were inhabited 
by male recluses, ^^enerally singly, but sometimes in pairs, or by soli- 
tary female reclusi^s or anchoresses. Althou^^li not strictly pertaining 
to this historj^ a few observations may be permitted in explanation of 
this subject ; particularly as one notice which is on record of these 
ancient anchorhohls relates closely to this neighbourhood. On the 
28th of January, 1433, the Mayor of Sudbury j)etitioned the Bishop of 
Norwich to admit Kicliard Appleby, of Sudburj', to the order of Ilennits, 
the mayor, with the assent of the inhabitiints and church-reeves, 
having granted to him to live with John Levington, a hermit, in his 
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solitary place and hermitage, which had been made at the cost of the 
parish in the churchyard of St. Gregory's church, to dwell together 
as long as they should live, or whichever should live and dwell the 
longest. In 1443 Thomas Scrope, who was a recluse at Norwich, 
resigned and left his anchorhold (a rare occurrence) and became 
suffragan to the Bishop of Norwich, and died near the great age of 
100 years old ; he was buried at Lowestoft. 

Bishop Poore's ancient book, entitled the ** Ancren Biewle," is 
full of paternal advice for anchorite recluses, and particularly for 
anchoresses. He alludes to the gossiping habits that had crept in on 
the part of lax anchorites and anchoresses, with those who Drought 
them their food and necessaries, which were generally conveyed 
through a small trap or window, open to the churchyard; and he 
quotes what had almost grown thereon into a proverbial saying, 
** From mill and from market, from smithy and from anchor-house, 
men bring tidings.'^ And yet, in the earlier days, the act of adoption of 
the life of an anchorite recluse or of an anchoress was as grave and sad 
an event as could well be imagined, — a self-consignment to a living 
tomb. The ceremony, if it may be alluded to in a few brief words, ran 
thus : — Solenm service was read over the ** includendus '' ; the reduse 
took the vow at the altar of the church, put on the vestment, and, 
mass ended, a taper which had been burning on the altar was given to 
the recluse and a procession was formed. First came the chour, then 
the ** includendus,'' then the bishop or priest, followed by the people, 
singing a solenm Utany, proceeding to the cell. The priest conse- 
crated the oeU and its altar, then led in the ** includendus," carrying 
his lighted taper, and blessed him. Then the tone of the service 
changes, and he is now called the *' inclusus." He (or she) in solemn 
silence throughout, is then built up into the cell, or otherwise the 
cell is securely closed, and the choir and congregation slowly retire» 
chanting appropriate ])salms, leaving the 'Mnclusus" to his solitaiy 
life, never more to mingle in the business of the world, or to step over 
the threshold of that living tomb 1 Who can tell w hat broken hearts, 
what burning passions, have been shrouded under that recluse*s robe, 
or what wild cry of human agony has been stifled under that solemn 
silencei while he or she was being built up in the cell. When the last 
strain of that processional chant had died away, and the recluse's 
taper had burnt out on the little altar, was tliat the end of the tragedy, 
or only the end of the first act ? 

Ally how, old John Olopton, who in his long chequered life had 
well known the o])inion held of the sanctity of these anchorites and 
anchoresses, before the monastic rule had become lax and debased, 
placed much faith in their intercession for his soul, and left them 
money, which would be expended by them in sustenance, for they 
were dependent for support on charity alone. 
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Many other quaint matters are contained in John Clopton*8 will ; 
such as a bequest to '' praye for Longe's soule of LaushuU that was 
slayne with thunder ; " and the residue of his personal estate, after a 
multitude of bequests, he directs " shall be divided into four parts, 
whereof two parts shdl go to sad preestes and vertuous, to sinff a trental 
for me, and to find vertuous scolers to soole ; the third part, to 
buy frise and lynone clothe for gownes, shirtes, and smokkes ; and 
for pesonne, herryng, and coles, for to help the pouer peple here- 
abowte in Lenton seasonne ; — and the fourth parte shall goo to the 
mending of high waies betwiz this towne and ^ury, and to supply to 
the friers of Sudbury, and to the friers of Clare, eche howse a oarell 
of herryng in Lentone and 40 stockfisshes, and for the novis of the 
saide howsis, eche hous a cade [1000] of sperl^ff/' 

Although John Clopton's will reads as if he had been a most 
orthodox Roman Catholic, it yet contains one little entrv which leaves 
a doubt whether his predecessors, if not he himself, had been inclined 
to the precursory Beformation of Wycliffe ; for in his will he left, 
'*to my especiadle gode Maister Willyam Pykenham my Bible in 
JSnglissheJ* 

William Pykenham was the Bector of Hadleigh, in Suffolk, who 
built the beautiful Gate-house near the Bectory of that town in 
1495,» 

As John Clopton died in 1497, this Bible in the Volgate mutt 
have been one of very earlv date, the possession of which by a layman 
would almost be accounted hereqr* 

Probably this was a Lollard copy, one of Wickliffe's translation^ 
of which many were circulated between 1377 and ]414, and perhaps 
was the identical one which bad belonged to liis grandmother, the wife 
of Sir Thomas Clopton, who may have been inclined to Lollardiim at 
heart, if not openly, for by her will she bequeathed to her son a Bible. 
Perhaps this hnetical taint had affected other roemlMrs of the fiunily, 
for Sir Thomas Erpingham, who manied her cousin Joan Clopton^ was 
forced, for his sin in favouring the heresies of Wickliffe, to traild the 
west ^ate of Norwich Cathedra!^ which continues to Ix-ar his name, and 
still remains with the word *'Pena** many times sculptured thereon^ 
and in a canopied niche in the pediment is his effigy in armour, kneeling, 
and beggmg lor pardon. He fot^ght in tlie bettk* of Agmoourt^ and 
died 1428, and was buried in the doir of Norwich CathedraLf Yet 
it is remarkable that John Clopton, who, as far as we can judge from 
his own words, wa^; a bigoted Bomanist, with full faith io fKars, 
monks, and religious orders, the corroption of which Wicldsffe 
denounced so Intterly, should have cfaeriilied this early copy ct the 
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Bible in English wliioh had been anathematized, and should, as a 

?recious though dangerous gift, bequeath it to his dear friend William 
^jkenham. 

Old John Clopton was succeeded in Lutons Manor-house by his 
son, Sir WiUiam olopton, Knight^ bom 1450, and who made his will the 
14th October, 1530, by which he bequeathed to his eldest son John 
** all the hanginges within the haule, parlure, and greate chamber, with 
the beddinge, quysschyns, tables, formes, and stoles within them ; and 
the stuffe of my chapell, as auter clothes, boke, chalesse and veste- 
mentes, being and servyng on or for the workyndayes, within the saide 
chappell." From this, and firom the bequest of ms &ther to Melford 
Church of certain cloths and vestments, which he says he had at hame^ 
they appear to allude to their private chapel of St. Anne, in or near the 
house at Lutons. He continues : '^ And whereas I have diverse pesos 
of broderid workes of silke, and gold, to fomesch and serve for the hole 
suete of westvments as well for a coope vesiyment, diacone and sub- 
diacone, I will that my ezecutours do bye cremysyn welwett or clothe 
of golde, yf my goodes will extends unto it, for to accomplissch this 
same suete of vestmentes in forme before writen, which suete of vesty- 
mentes, every parcell thero, I gyve and bequeth to Melford Ghirch» so 
that this same coope» vestimentes and every parcell therof schall be at 
the commandement of hym that God schall provide to be my heyre 
male and dwell at my place at Lewtons^ and such lyme as schall fortune 
to be any marige at my saide place, and immediatly after to be delyvered 
unto the Chirch Wardens ayen." He leaves, after the death of his 
wife (the third wife» Thomasine Enevit, who survived him), to his son 
John the cross of gold, ** which I where dayly abowtte my necke," as 
an heirloom to his heirs male, with this very curious proviso, '' upon 
the condicion that they and every of them dow lenne the same crosse 
unto women of honeste, being with child, the tyme of ther Isboure; 
and immediatly to bo surely delivered up ayen/' He leaves to his wife 
for her life his Manor and Place of LewUms^ where he dwells, and entails 
it afterwards ; and among many bequests he leaves 40 shilling, and 
the tenement and ground called the Safiron Pane, to John OoraeU, his 
servant, and his trije F/mme. Sir William Clopton died 158f, aged 80, 
and was buried in Melford Church, as he directs, near his two first wives. 
The stone shib for him, which has lost the brass, and has only one sliield 
left for his first wife, Joane Harrow, has been moved from its original 
place in the chancel floor, in front of John Clopton's tomb, into the 
north aisle. The next occupier of Lutons was Sir William's son /o7m, 
b^ his first wife, Joane Marrow. He made his will a few days before 
his death, on the 5th October, 1541, whereby he bequeathed to his wife 
Elizabeth (Iloydon), who survived him, •* the hangjTiges, beddyngc, 
testores, and all oder the appiirtenaunces witliyn the grett chamber, 
and as muche brede come, and ale come, as shall fynd hyr howse oone 
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hole yere after my decesse." He also left to his godson, John Cordell, 
a merlyg,* or wevell. 

To his son William, who succeeded him, he leaves '' the hang- 
ynges, bede, and testour, with all the appurtenaunces, belongyng to 
my chamber call/yd my Lorde ys chamher: also I geve hem the 
hangynges of my hall and my parler." This will was proved on the 
5th November, 1541, John Clopton havinff died the 21st October 
in that year. Among the witnesses was Sur John Gkiyton, priest, of 
Melford. 

His wife Elizabeth remarried a Mr. Robert Withersby ; she survived 
her son William Clopton, the heir of Lutons and Kentwell, who died 
at the age of 53, and who was buried at Melford 19th August, 1562. 
He was Sie grantee from the Crown, in 1546-6, of the manor of Monks, 
of the dissolved abbey of St. Edmund's, and was the builder of Kentwell 
EalU but in what particular years does not appear ; probably, however, 
the house was not completed till but a short time before his death. 
His mother, in her will, dated 1st December, 1563, fifteen months aft^er 
his death (her will was proved 26th April, 1564), mentions for the first 
time the new Marmar^house of Kentwell Hall as the family dwelling- 
place. She left to one of her grandsons the furniture of her house m 
Sudbury, comprising " one joyned bedsteade, three steyned courteynes 
of redde saye, a testome of silke wroughte with lyons of golde uppon 
the same, seven peces of steyi^ed hanginges, a feather bedde, a boulster, 
one pellowe, two pellow beres, three paire of sheates, a cusshein, a 
chaire, a joyned stole, a rounde table, two shorto table clothes, sixe 
napkins, one shorto towell, one brasse potto, one paire of pothokes, a 
chamber potte, and one candlesticke." 

To two other grandsons she leaves her two harnesses^ called 

corslettes. 

After this time Kentwell Hall became the dwelling-place of the 

elder branch of the family, and probably the old house at Lutons was 

pulled down when the new hall was built. 

Many other Cl<)])ton wills contain quaint entries, of which only a 

few can be here mentioned. It is noticeable that all older wills generally 

deal only with ])ersonalty, ov what was terintHl movable goods ; the 

explanation of which is said to be tliat till the 32nd year of Henry VIII. 

a nian could not dis])ose of his lands, which are therefore seldom referred 

to in the old wills. The law was in that year modified by the Statute 

of Uses. 

Edward Clopton, in 1504, leaves to Sir William Waldegrave, 

Kniffht, " the crossc of golde which I was wont to w ere on my cape ** 

(cap). 

Dorothy Clopton^ in 1508, gives " to my Cosjti Kateryn Froxmer 

♦ Merlyg : query, MerUage, a deroiional church calendar. A John Cordell appears 
to Lave died in 1564 : if the aame, was he the father of Sir Wql Cordell t 
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my bedes of corall, gawdyed with x bedes of golde, and a derke tawnej 
velvet frontlet, and a gette of mvnkes, the which she gave me hir selfe. 

" Unto my fader [she was daughter of Sir Wm. Clopton and Joane 
Marrow] a serpentyne bede, and a broche of golde with an yma^ 
in it, and a tablet of silver and gilte, beseching hym of his daielj 
blissyng. 

" I geve to my broder Bobert, my gret bedes, of whit yvery, and 
20 nobles, which myn unhill Marowe gave me. 

" Item : I geve to my broder Fraunceys my pomandyr of sylver. 

" Item : I geve to my broder Poley, my goloror with a saffir. 

** Item : I geve to litell John Poley my ryng with the visage. 

*' Item : I geve to my suster Gkittes, my best bonet of blak velvet, 
gamyshed with crymson velwet, and a frontlet of orange colour, and 
a bliJc goune frured with blak, and my best ^rtill of worsted. 

** Item : ** I geve to litell John Gkittes a payre of agglettes of 
sylver. 

*' Item : I woU the parson of Long Melforde have a payre of bedys 
of gette gaudeyd with jesperes, and a purse of blak velwet, not funy 
fynyshed, lyin^ in a coffer of myne.*' 

She also kft to various persons five gowns and nine head-dresses 
of rich materials. 

She bequeathed altogether ei^ht sets of beads, of jet, coral, ivory, 
and jasper, and various^ gaudea with silver^ silver gilt, gold, and 
amb^. Such sets of beads, which were at this period commomy passed 
by will, consisted usually of from 80 to 70 beads in number, every tenth 
one being a larger and more valuable bead than the rest, called a Ghtude, 
for a Paternoster. The set left to Eatherine Froxmer, of coral with 
ten golden gaudes, must have been unusually large, for it would have 
had 100 or 110 b^ids. These strings of beads, or rosaries, were worn 
in various ways, both for ornament and for devotional purposes, and 
were very often pendent from the girdle. 

Mistress Doi-othy Clopton, who died single, made Hr. William 
Skeme, parson of Melford,ner executor. 

John Chpton, whose will of 1524 was proved 1528, bequeathed 
''to the foure prisons in London, Newgate, Ludgate, and the two 
Compters, 2'- 8* to echo prison in bred, to l>c delyvred to the poure 
prisoners.** There was also to be said for his soul in the church of 
St. Margaret, Lothbur^, a triffintall of masses. 

Frauds Chjdon^ in 1559, leaves to the reparation of Melford 
Church 40 shillings ; and to his wife Bridget all interest and profit of 
the lease which he holds of Melford Hall Pad- for an unexpired term of 
years ; and also to her the millhouse, vards, and hop-yard at Bridge 
Street, which he had purchased from the church^varaens and feoffees 
of the parish of Alpheton, subject to an outgoing of four pence a year 
for scouring (cleaning) .^heton Church. 

Tlumas Clopton, of Kentwell Hall, in 1598, left to his wife Mary 
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Waldegrave ." the use and occupacion of all my waineskott and glaase 
in and about my mancion, to be and remaine as they nowe are, and by 
noe meanes to be removed or altered ; and also the occupyinge of the 
hangings of tapestry whiche serve for my erete chamber of my saide 
house, for forty yeres, yffthe saide Mary shim so longe live/' He then 
entailed the same ; but his son was the last male Clopton who owned 
Kentwell. 

George Olopton^ of Sudbiuy, who was buried at St. Gregory's, left, 
in 1565, to his son Thomas his house in the North Street, Sudbury, 
which he lately bought of John Bregenes ; a legacy to his eldest son 
Francis, directmg that he be set to school to write, read, and cast' 
accoimts, and be bound prentice in London to some good occupier. 

William Olapton^ of Groton, 1616, gives •* unto my sonne William, 
all my bookes and armor, excepte such armor as my wife shal be com- 
pelled and constrayned to use and shewe forthe at the trayninges and 
musteringes of somdiers, duringe her life.*' 

PrisciUa Clopton^ widow, of Bozted, 1632, nves everything to her 
daughter Bridget Clopton, except her stamm^ pettycote, which she 
gives to Bridget Horman, her niece. 

This lady makes her mark to her will, not being able to write. 

Francis OlopUm^ of Haughley, in 1689, leaves to the minister that 
shall preach his funeral sermon ISs. 4d. 

The elder branch of the Cloptons became extinct as to male heirs 
with the children of Sir William Clopton, who, though twice married, 
died in 1618 at the age of 27; and his two sons by his second wife 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Giles AUington, of Horseheath, and widow 
of Sir Heniy Pallavicini, of Babraham, died as infants in 1618 and 
1619. Sir William's first wife had been Anne, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Bamardiston, of Clare Priory, " a gentlewoman of exact beauty and 
comeliness and of exemplary piety," who died at the earlv age of 20 ; 
and their daughter Anne became the heiress of EentweU. She was 
carefully brought up by her grandmother. Lady Bamardiston, at Clare 
Priory, and wliilo yet a child various negotiations appear to have been 
entered into for her marriage, both with tho eldest son of Sir Thomas 
Coventf}', the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, and with James Fiennes, 
son of Lord Say and Sele ; and finally with Sir Simonds d*Ewes, of' 
Stowlangtoft, and M.P. for Sudbury, who married the heiress of what 
was then described as ** that stately house of Kentwell in the town of 
Melford, \^ith an estate of about £500 ])cr annum lying round about 
it,** in the year 162G, when she was not yet 15 years old, and he was 
about 24. Some years afterwards they had several children, but a 
fatah'ty seemed to attend them. Their first son, named Clopton, *' a 
goodly sweet child bom,*' died soon after his birth, " through the 
cursed ignorance or neglect of such as were employed *' about the lady 
during her confinement. Two other sons, twin-bom, survived but a 
few hours their premature birth, which was occasioned " by some hurt 
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to Lady d*Ewes by travelling in her coach in Bury streets during the 
festival ;** and her fourth son, also named Clopton, died before it was 
two years old of the rickets, which were produced " by their pitching 
upon a proud, fretting, ill-conditioned woman for a nurse,'' and aggra- 
vated by the unskilful treatment of ^* Doctor Despotine, an Italian 
physician at Bury.*** 

Lady d'Ewes, the last of the Cloptons who possessed Kentwell 
Hall, died at Stowlangtoft Hall of smidl-pox, in 1641, at the age of 
29, after an illness of ten days. 

Sir Simonds d'Ewes was a learned man and a distinguished 
antiquary, but Dr. Bisbie describes him as ^* a ^reat Bigot and Beaute- 
feau in the BebeUion,** whatever the expression may mean. He re* 
married, and died 1660, when the Kentwell estate descended to his 
daughter Sissilia, the only surviving child of his first marriage. She 
married Thomas Darcy, of St. Osytn, who came to reside at Kentwell 
Hall, and was created a baronet in 1660, at which period he made 
considerable repairs in the interior of the house (Lady Darcy was buried 
at Melford, Ist June, 1661). In 1676-7 he sold Kentwell and its 
manors, when the pi^culars of the parts sold with the Hall at that 
date were stated as follows : — 

1676-7. 

The Manors of Kentwell and Monks, Melford, lyith the lands 
thereunto belonging, were sold in the above year by Sir Thomas Darcy, 
Bart., to Thomas Bobinson, Esq. The particulws whereof were as 
follows : — 

In the Landlord's aton hands. 
Aeren. Yalae of R«iitaL 

150 Park, orchards, gardens, and yards, about £. s. d. 
150 acres, at 15s. per acre • . • 112 10 
50 Park lay and Maypole field, about 50 acres, 

at 13s. 4d. per acre . ' . . . 82 
21 Crow Meadow, part arable, and tithe-free, 

21 acres, at 20s. per acre . • • 21 
87 Upper Monks and small crofls, most tithe- 
free, about 87 acres, at 14s. per acre . 25 
2 The hop-ground, stocked and planted^ near 

2 acres, at £3. 58. per acre . • • 6 10 
The tithe of hay, com, &c., of 800 acres of 



land belonging to Monks Manor 
Free and cop^old rents of both manors 



81 
14 



2C0 £242 



* Jasper DeHpotin, " Doctor of Phjsicke," of Bury St. Edmond'a, by his will, dated 
in 1G48, directs ten rings of gold to be Diade, of the value of 20a. sterling apiece^ with 
a death's head. upon some of them, and to be disposed of among his friends. 
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Acres. 

210 

260 

80 

65 
55 

12 

682 — 

41 



76 



25j 



t 

P4 



Let to Tenants. 

Yalae of RentaL 
Zeph. Lungley, for Monks Manor, mostly £. 8. d. 

tithe-free, about 210 acres, at 10s. an acre 100 
Robert Golding, for the Kell farm, about 

260 acres, at 6s. per acre • • • 82 
Ditto for another tenement, and lands, 80 

acres, at 6s. per acre . • • • 25 
John Pask, about 65 acres, at 6s. per acre . 20 0^ 
William Smith of Stanstead, about 55 acres, 

at 6s. per acre 16 

Edward Smith, of Stanstead, about 12 acres, 

at 7s. 6d. per acre 4 10 

Robert Golding, for underwood of about 

41 acres, at 6s. 8d. per acre • . . 13 13 4 
Ditto for underwood, 10 acres, tithe-free, 

at 8s. 6d. per acre 4 9 2 

Edward Johnson, for underwood, 25 acres, 

at 7s. 6d. per acre 9 7 6 

Widow Huggms, for a tenement and yard . 1 10 



1018 Total A. 



Total. 



. £518 10 



Kentwell Hall is described as a '^ very faire brick house with 
12 wainscot roomes, the park stored with above 150 deere, a double 
dovehouse, fish ponds, and other conveniencys, besides timber on the 

rounds and woods considerable. It is an ezcdlent good aire, within 
miles of Sudbury, 3 miles of Lavenham, 5 miles of Clare, all three 
market townes; about 9 miles from St. Edmunds Bury, about 14 
miles from Colchester, and about IS miles from Ipswich.*' 

It is DOt stated what sum was realized by tnis part of the ]))*o- 
perty and the Hall. The piu-chaser, Mr. Thomas Robinson, Protlio- 
notary of the Court of Common Pleas, was subsequently knighted, and 
was created a baronet by Charles the Second in 1681-2, and on the 
2nd of August, 1683, he lost his life by jumping out of his chamber 
window in the Temple, to avoid the fury of a fire which had bioken 
out neai- liis chambers. His son, Sir Lumley Robinson, siu^ved him 
but a short time, for he died 2nd Juno (query 6th June), 168 1 ; and 
Sir Thomas, the third baronet, sold Kentwell. Thus the estate again 
changed hands, and was owned for a time by the families of ^loore 
and Logan. During some of these changes many of the old documents 
and pa])ers relating to Kentwell became scattered, and it is to bo 
regretted that reference cannot now be made to them, for they would 
doubtless contain matters of interest, and furnish further history of this 
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fine old place, of whicli there is now but comparatively little available 
documentary record. 

Since its erection more than three centuries have rolled over it, 
and far from detracting from its beauty, time has only served to add 
thereto, by imparting to it its present lovely mellow tones and shades 
of colour, and rendering more venerable the old trees around it. 

Of the two old halk of Melford, built at nearly the same period, 
Kentwell is in many ways the more beautiful at the present time, as its 
exterior has been less altered and modernized by so-ca^ed improve- 
ments than Melford Hall. It therefore retains far more of its original 
style and character, and no one can now look at it without admiration 
as a very fine and excellent specimen of the best class of the sixteenth 
century manor-house. 

Its general peculiarities are well preserved ; most of its mullioned 
windows exist in their original proportions, though cement has in some 
places been substituted for their stonework. Its moat remains com- 
plete and perfect, access being gained to the house at two points by 
bridges over it ; and the old timber and bricknogged brewhouse ana 
oflSces, the bases of which are washed by the moat, are as picturesque 
objects as well can be ; and the beauty of the whole is further enhanced 
by the approach through the handsome lime avenue, which was planted 
by Mr. Thomas Robinson in the year 1678, all the trees in which appear 
to have been pollarded. 

The general plan of the mansion is much the same as that of the 
sister house, — ^what was commonly called the E shape ; the main hall 
being in the centre, and one of the two wings being aevoted to oflBioes. 
It contains, among other curiosities, some painted glass coats of arms 
of great antiquarian interest. 

They appear to have been put up by the former possessors at 
difierent periods, and most of the arms belong to the fiBimily of Clopton 
and their connections by marriage ; but the glass varies much in date. 
Amon^ these coats of arms are, 

Clopfon impaling Trussell: for Sir William Glopton, tlio great 
ne])hew of the first owner of Kentwell, and Frances Trussell, 
his yrife. 

Uoicard impaling Tilney. 

Lendon impaling Clapton ; for John Denston, of Denston Hall, 
Suffolk, and Catherine, daughter of Sir William and sister of John 
Clopton. 

Clopfon impaling WaJdegrave : for Thomas Clopton, who died 
1507, and Manr Waldegrave, of Smallbridge, Bures, who died 1599. 

De Vere impaling Howard; for the 12th Eu4 of Oxford and 
Elizabeth Howard; they married 1428, and he and their son Aubrey 
de Vere, Sir William Tyrell, Sir John Montgomcor, and Sir Thomas 
Tuddenham, were all beheaded on Tower Hill, 22nd February, 
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1461, when Jolin Clopton, their fellow-prisoner, alone escaped their 
&te. 

Tendring impaling Mylde ; for Sir William Tendring, Knight, of 
Stoke-by-Nayland, and Catherine Mylde, widow of Sir Thomas Clopton, 
the heiress who brought to the Cloptons the Kentwell estate. 

Clopton impaling Mylde ; for Sir Thomas Clopton and the above- 
named Catherine Mylde. 

BoiLchier impaling Plantagenet ; for Hemy Bouchier, Earl of Essex, 
1461, and Isabella, daughter of Richard, Duke of Cambridge, who was 
beheaded at Southampton, 1415. 

Clopton impaling Fraaiceys; for William Clopton, who died 1446, 
and his second wife, Margery Franceys, who died 1423. (His first 
wife was Margery Drury.) 

Efpingham impaling Clopton ; for Sir Thomas Erpingham, Ejiight 
of the Uarter, and his second wife, Joan Clopton. He was at one time 
in ^reat danger, as a suspected Lollard : ne died in 1428, and was 
buned in Norwich Cathedral, of which he built the beautiful west gate 
as a penance for his heresy. 

Clopton impaling Darey; for John Clopton and Alice Darcy. 
He died 1497, and is buried in the Easter tomb in Melford 
Churdu 

Clopton impaling Bamardiston. — ^There was more than one inter- 
marriage of these fSemiilies : this glass was probably for Sir William 
Clopton, who died 1618, and his firat wife, Ann, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Bamardiston, of Clare. She died 1615. 

Earleston impaling Clopton ; for John Harleston and Alice Clopton, 
who was bom about 1410. 

Howard impaling Molines ; for Sir John Howard and his first wife, 
Catherine, daughter of BJohard Ldrd Molines. Sir John Howard was 
created Duke of Norfolk, and was the 

** Joekr of Norfolk W not too bold, 
For IMokon thy master is bought tad told,* 

who was slain at the battle of Bosworth, 1485, and buried at Tbetford. 
His wife Catherine was buried in Stoke-by-Nayland church, where 
there is a fine portrait of her in brass. 

Howard impaling Tendring ; for Sir John Howard, grandfather of 
the above, and Alice, daughter of Sir William Tendring and Catherine 
Mylde. In 1416 Sir Walter Cloi)ton and William Clopton were 
trustees for Sir John Howard and his wife. 

Amis of England and France quarterly. 

A shield of the arms of Clopton^ qitartering 19 other coats of arms. 
There is a similar painted shield on the wall of tho Clopton Chapel in 
Melford Church. 

2 B 
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Besides the arms aboye mentioned, there are several other shields 
and yarioiis quarterings of arms. 

About midway between the moat in front of the house and the 
north end of the avenue, on* each side of the road, there are signs of 
extensive foundations of buildings which have been at some time 
removed. They are more plainly visible in hot summer weather, from 
the colour of the grass over them. The present stables bein^ of a 
modem date, it has been conjectured that the original stable buildings 
in two blocks, with the entrance-road between them, were on the site 
of these old foundations. Such an arrangement was not uncommon in 
former days ; and in a rude map of 1677, a wall and mteway is shown 
across the entrance-road, considerably in advance of the moat in fit)nt 
of the house. If it was so, these building must have spoiled the aspect 
of the Hall from without, as well as injuring the view from within ; and 
perhaps some such reason may have led to their remo^. 

m 1826 a fire occurred, from which Eentwell appears to have 
narrowly escaped destruction. The dining-room was burnt, and the 
fire extended through the house to ihe garden side, and firom thence 
can be traced the portions of the external wall which it became 
necessary to rebuild. 

No stranger who, on a sunshiny summer's day, walks down the 
beautifiil long avenue of lime-trees« planted nearly two hundred years 
ago, and now forming a natural arch of foliage overhead, and, emerging 
from its shade, comes into the fiill view of the gloriously-hued 8tiU;ely 
pfle of building facing him, can for a moment wonder that among the 
many picturesque beauties of Melford, its inhabitants are justly proud 
of Eentwell HalL 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

MELFOBD OHABITIES. 

MELFOBD is fairly, ricli in charities. Many are derived from 
ancient inhabitants, whose lines had fallen in this pleasant place, 
and some also from persons who had only known it as their first early 
home ; their fortunes having led them to dwell elsewhere, ^et whose 
thoughts to the end still fondly clung to the dear old burth-place. 
These, mindful of the divine precept of almsgiving, when their turns 
drew nigh to start on that last long journey, on which they could not 
carrv their worldly substance, bequeathed some portions thereof for 
deeos of future charity and mercy to their poorer neighbours of 
Melford, as well as for the maintenance and repair of uiat grand 
old church, into which they in their early days had been solemnly 
admitted. 

Probably, in point of date, the first charitable bequest which still 
exists, was given by the will of Robert Colet in the 15th century. 
When it is remembered that then, and indeed for centuries after, the 
best roads of this country were mere green tracks, rough and rutty 
in summer, and in winter almost impassable with deep mire, it appears 
but little strange that a person Uving at that time should consider that 
he was doing a real chanty to his neighbours and their descendants in 
leaving a provision in trust for the improvement of the wretched roads 
over which they had to travel. So Robert Colet left liis lands at 
Rodbridge, called *• Nelys,** for the repair of the highways of Melford 
for ever. 

In various repetitions of this bequest in the ^lolford terriers, 
diflerent dates have crept in, such as 1408, 1480. In the old tran- 
script copy of the will of Cokt, in the Melford Black Book, the date 
a})])ears as 1414. Whether this also was not an error seems doubtful, 
for tliis land was apparently that which had belonged to Koger Nell, and 
continued to be called by bis name, as Ndys or Nell's ; and if so, the 
follo^ving conveyance of it by Nell's widow to Robert Colet for £20, 
did not pass till the year 1458, and Colet's bequest must therefore 
luive been subsequent to that date. 

Tiio conveyance from Isabella Nell (now in the parish chest) is 
beautifully written on parchment, with a seal attached in good pre- 
servation, of Richard Martyn (R. M.), with his cloth-mark. The sub- 
stance of it runs thus, translated from the Latin : — •* We, Isabella, 

2 b2 
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formerly wife of Roger Nell, of Melford, Richard Martyn, and John 
Warjrn at the brook, of the same town, have conveyed to Robert 
Golet, John Clopton, gentleman, William Colman, chaplain, and John 
Amyot the elder, of Melford, the lands and tenements in Melford which 
had belonged to the said Roger [NeU] and which formerly were of 
the dimission and feoffment of Laurence Martyn, John Dowe, and 
Simon Amyot, of Melford ; to have and to hold to the said Robert 
Colet, &o., their heirs and assigns, of the feoff in chief of the lord, by 
the services due on these conditions following; viz., that the said 
Robert Colet shall pay or cause to be paid to the said Isabella, her 
heirs, executors, or attorney, £20 of lawful money of England in 
manner and form following ; that is to say, at Easter next following 
the date of this deed, and at the feast of St. Michael, at each 20 shillings ; 
and yearly during nine years immediately following, 40 shillings, in 
equal portions, in Uke manner, at the feast of Easter and Miohadmas. 
In witness whereof the said Isabella and all the named persons have 
set their seals. These being witnesses : — Roger Moriell, Robert 
Sparwe [Sparrowe], Roger ronder, Walter Hervey, John Kent, 
and others. Given at Mdford the Ist day of October, in the 36th 
year of the reign of King Henry the Sixth *' [1458]. 

Of the various persons named in this deed, many are dearly to be 
identified. Richard Martyn died in 1468 ; John Waryn, who was one 
of several of the same name at about that period, is distbguished as 
John Waryn '* at the brook : " he was a fuller bv trade, who is 
described as holding land in 1442 in Smaley meadows and by the 
bridge there. John Clopton, of Eentwell, died in 1497; Laurenoe 
Martyn died in 1460 ; John Dowe, a fuller, and Simon Amvot, held 
lands in Melford in 1442 ; Roger Moriell*s name is on the walls of the 
church; Robert Sparwe (Sparrowe) died 1468. Roger Ponder, in 
1442, held land adjoining Walter Hervev, who lived near Wisscndale ; 
John Kent died in 1482. Robert Colet was, in 1442, next door 
neiglibour, in Hall Street^ to Johu Waryn. 



Colet' s Chabitt. 
Robert Colet's Will as entered in Melford Black Book. 

** The last Wyll of Robert Colet whylea he lyved of Melforde 
within the dyocesse of Norwyche mayde the thyrde daye of May, in 
the yere of cure Lorde Qod, a thousande fure hundxythe and furton. [?] 
Amongest oder legacyes he gave and bequethed hys place and lande in 
Radbryge Strete Quled Nelys in these worde : — 

'* I wyll that Henry Chandeler havo my place and lande iu Rad- 
bryge Strete, the wyche ys called Nelys to ferme for tenne yeres wyth 
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Byx horse and a carte paying therfor yerly xxvi** vm^, and at the tenne 
yeres ende I wyll he shal leive as many horse and a carte, wyth a 
tumberell and a plowe, as he haith at the begynnynge and of as goode 
walew as they be prysed, or els the pryse therof: the wyche 
xm^ viii^ yerly over the reparacyon and rente payde, I wyll yt be 
bestowed in the hyghe wayes of Melforde by the advyse of myne 
executours and supervysor. And I wyll that the sayd Chandeler have 
the trymynge of the reparacvon of the hyghe waves befor any may. 
And after the tenne yeres ende I wyU that my sayd place wyth all the 
sayd stuffe be lette to ferme to the moste wsJew and the profytte that 
grow therof besyde rente and reparacyon that yt be bestowed yerely ' 
on the hyghewayes in Melforde: requyryng and desyryng myne 
executours and supervysor that they put the sayd lande and place in 
feoffament so that the profytte therof may goe to the hyghe wayes in 
perpetuyte/' 

The executors : Charles Elys and John Houthe. 

In this will the horse power for so small a farm seems consider- 
able, there being six horses for forty acres of land ; especially as at that 
time it was customary to use oxen mainly for ploughing. 

The property which Colet bequeathed, together witn two cottars, 
adjoins Mr. William Mill*R land at Bodbridge, and is now let to him 
(on a 12 year's lease from Michaelmas, 1865) for a ^oss rent of £62 
a year, and the proceeds are paid to the Lavenham Highway Board on 
behalf of Melford parish. 

The old churchwardens* ^' Black Book*' eives the full abuttals of 
this land (page 129), and it is all shown on we Melford Manor maps 
of 1580 and 1618. This land was originally about 40 acres, but m 
later times it was reduced to about 88 acres by the sale of a small 
portion to realize money to redeem the land-tax on the remainder. 
Tliere has also been an exchange of part of this land, thus : 15a. Ir. 26p., 
ibrmerly in five pieces incoiivcnienily scattered and dispTsi'd among 
lands belonging to Mr. William Jennings (now to Mr. William Mills, 
of Kodbridge), were exchanged for other land belonging to Mr. Jen- 
iiini^s, containing 16a. 8r. 13p., l}nn^ in one compact piece, adjoining 
the remainder of the original land of Nelys. 



John Hill's Charit7. 

1495. 

John Hyll, or Hill, a clothier of Melford, gave to the poor of 
Melford forever, his quit-rents, or, as then called, white rents, of Bower 
Hall, Pentlow, and a wood there, altogether now producing the sum 
of £1 2. 14s, 2d. a year, the wood having been converted to tillage. This 
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charity having been applied for a considerable period, wit& the consent 
of the parishioners, to the free education of a certain number of poor 
boys of Melford, is novr paid for that object to the funds of the National 
School, where eleven poor bpys are taught free of charge. 

In the reign of Henry Vll., Bower Hall, in Pentlow, belonged to 
John Hill, a clothier of Long Melford, whose name is recorded outside 
the church, and who by his will, dated 4th May, 1495, gave all his 
manor aforesaid (except the white or quit-rents and wood belonging 
thereto) unto Sir William Hogeson, to pray for the souls of him and 
his friends in the church of Melford. The white rents and woods he 

Skve to the poor of Melford, and a chantry was founded for him in 
elford church, called ** Hill's Chantry.** With the above white rents 
were dues of four capons, and one day's work in hay-season and in 
fowling, yearly, besides 14^. for rents and services in Pentlow. The 
wood was about nine acres. Questions having arisen about this 
charity, it was confirmed by a grant from King Edward YL at the 
suit of Sir William Cordell. The charity was weU paid for many 
years, till at last default was made by certain persons, particularly by 
one John Goodav ; whereupon a conmiission for charitable uses was 
obtained, 16th September, 1668, and the conmiissioners, upon a full 
hearing and inspection of records, decreed, on the 15th October 
following, that tne owners of this manor should pay to the church- 
wardens of Melford all arrears, and the said quit-rents for ever; and 
that these parish oflBicers should have the ownership of the wood ; which 
order of the conunissioners was confirmed by a decree of Chancery, 
6th April, 1665, and a writ of execution was issued out the 12th May 
following. 

Subjoined is part of John Hill's will. 

Extracts of the Will oj Jolm HyU {or EUT). 
A.D. 1495. 

" The last wyll of Jolm Hyll whyles he lyved of Melforde within the 
dyocese of Norwyche, mayd the iiii*** dave of May in the yero of our 
Loi de God, a thousande coco, .", and fyftene [1496]. 

" Amongest other legacyes ho gave and bequethed the whyte rent® 
and woode belongyng to the Manor of Bowre Hall in these worde 
follo^vyng : — 

" Itein : the whyte rente and the woode wich belongyth to the 
sayd manor and ys above excerpt, I will yt be dysposed by myne 
excutors under thys forme; that ys to say, that certayn of my tenne- 
monies wich be porest, whose namys I have in a byll expressed, the 
next halfe yere rent after my dyssease I gyf them, to pray for me and 
my frauds. 



ICELFOBD OHABITIES. 191 

" Item : the fyne of the alynadon of Panels when so ever yt 
fall I wyU yt remayn to the reparacion of the Churche in Pentlowe 
foresayd. 

** Item : I gyf and bequeth unto John Gbdwyn as long as he 
dwellyth or abydyth in the towne of Melforde in symesse and in helth, 
whether he be in servrce of the towne or not in servyce, of the foresayd 
whyte rentes, vi^ vnn the yere, duryng hys lyf to be payd by myne 
excutors once in y* yere, and I wyll that no porcion of the sayd 
vi^- vm*- be put to the fullylling of hys wagys, nor that he tayke never 
a peny the lesse in the towne for thys my gyft, for thys intent I wyll 
the sayd John have yt alonely to have mv soule in remembraunce. 

" Item : the resydew of the sayd whyte rent and woode I wyll yt 
be desposed amonge the poore pepidl in Melford aforsayd by the hande 
of myne executors or there executors or assygnes for and in paying 
the kpigB taxe whan yt falleth, and whan yt falleth not, I wyll yt be 
dysposed dyscretly in almes dede to the porest pepull within the sayd 
town — and who so yt be that after the dyssease of myne executors that 
hayth the gatheryng and dystrybucion of the sayd whyte rent and 
w(K)de, I will he have ech yere of the same for hys labour vj** viii^' 
[68. 8d.], and once in the yere to gyf accompts therof unto the 
heyres executors or assygnes of my forsayd executors. And for 
lacke of heyres or executors unto the churchwardens within the 
sayd town. 

** Executors to thys wyU, John Barker of Acton, Gylbert Barker 
and John Barker at the Uert ^d Robert Bery my servante ?) This 
in brackets is written in another hand. 

" Wuytnese Mr. Thos. Albyn alias Caeveb.** 

*'1541. Jfemo. — ^The sealed wyll remayneth in the college of 
Sudbury and openly seen in Melford Church before these men — 
Gyles Elys, Will* Eyne, and Thos. Barker, and the wn^ter herof, 
Su* John Gayton,the v^ [5th] day of August, aiio diii mittimo quiiigent 
qua(tragessimo prime." 

In another hand as follows : — " The dedes and other ^vr3^tynffe 
remayneth in the custodye of Sir Edward Tmrell '* [in other memas 
called " Turrett." He was a priest]. 

*' The accompto of John Gager gatherer of the whyte rente of 
Bowerhall belongyng to the use of poore peple and the kyn^s taxe 
when )^ falleth in Melford wich ys yerly iij"" iii** v*- [£3. 3s. 5d,] mayd 
ye seconde daye of November from ye feast of the annimcyacion of 
our lady, yt was in ye xxxi yere of our soverayne lorde ye Kynge 
[Henry \in. — 1540] unto the feast of Saynt Mychell in xxxiv yere of 
our sayd soverayne lorde ye Kynge [1543 J as yt apperyth by hys byls 
dolyvred into the honde of the churchwardens in the presens of 
Thomas Barker, Richard Smyth, Gyles Elys, Wj^ll* Maye, John 
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Cordell, Wyll" Kyng, Wyll" Smethe, Thomas Crysall, Thomas Waltre, 
& other. 

" And y* ys agreed y* who so hayth the gatheryng of ye sayd whyt 
rente y* he shall gyfe hys accompte yerly herafter apon all- sowles day 
y* ys to say the seconde daye of November before the honest men of 
Melforth and churchwardens of ye same for the tjme beynge how y* 
he hayth gathered and dystrybuted ye sayd whyte rente acoordyng 
unto ye wyll of John Hyll the Donator and gyffer therof." 

There is a species of terrier of this land, with its abattals, at page 1S7 of the old 
Churohwardens' Book. 

1694. 

The AocoiTNT of Nathaniel Bisbie, D.D., and Mr. John Enoff, touching 
the Pension issuing out of the King's Exchequer to the Poor of 
Melford ; as also touching the Bower Hall Estate, in Pentlow, 
Essex, of the Gift of John Hill to the said Poor, and now settled 
by the full consent of the Inhabitants of Melford upon the Free 
School of Melford, for the Educating of Eleven Poor Boys, made 
the 18th Day of April, a.d. 1694. 

Beceipts. £. s. d. 

Out of the Exchequer yearly 2 18 1 

HilPs Charity. 

Quit-rents of Bower Hall Manor at Michaelmas jrearly .442^ 
Four Bent Capons due from some of the said tenants 

yearly at Christmas 2 

Bower Hall Woods yearly at Candlemas-day • • .250 
House in the said woods yearly at Lady-day • . . 1 18 

Value ofHill'sCliarityA.D. 1694 . . . 8 9 2^ 
6s. 8d. paid yearly to the collector of these rents. 

Many of the original deeds, confirmations, and decrees relative 
to this charity are in the uou-bound chest in the yestiy of Melford 
church. 

Although in 1694 the parishioners in yestry decided on applying 
this charity to educational purposes, this resolution is liable to be 
rescinded in like manner at any time, as the testator made no appoint- 
ment of his bequest to any such purpose, but left it to the poor of 
Melford. And therefore, although the proceeds of this charity may 
be paid to the National School of Melford, it cannot be treated by the 
Government school authorities as being an endowment belonging to 
the National Schools. 



u 
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Sktrn's OB Skene's CnABrrr. 
A.D. 1510. 

Mr. William Skym, Bometimes called Skeme, and at otheins Skene, 
who was formerlya parson of Melford, bequeathed certain lands in 
Melford called " Thumbs," to be applied in equal shares for the poor 
of Melford and for the maintenance of Melford Church. Two cottages 
still belonging to the parish, on the east side of Day's Lane, at the top 
of Cranmoor Hill, were a part of this property, and were on the site 
of the homestall of Thumbs. The land was in many small detached 
pieces, lying amid the Kentwell estate, much scattered and difficult of 
access, and in 1889 an arrangement was made between the parish and 
the owner of Kentwell Hall for an exchange of limds, whereby the 
parish, in lieu of seven scattered pieces of inferior land, contaming 
about 11^ acres, acquired the two fields, now called the Back Lane 
Allotments, on the east of the town, which are of excellent quality, 
and from their position much better adapted for the purpose of 
charity land. 

In 1862-3, when the Great Eastern Railway line from Melford 
to Bury was made, a small portion of this exchanged Back Lane 
Allotment land was required for the line ; for which land the company 
paid to the parish the sum of £200. This money was by the direc- 
tion of a vestry meeting invested in £213. 16s. consols, in the names 
of Sir William Parker and Captain Edward Bobert Starkie Bence, as 
trustees for the parish, who receive and pay to the churchwardens the 
dividends, amounting to about £6. Ss. a year, which, with the rents of 
the Thumbs cottages and land, the allotments (including Day's Lane 
and High Gross, which came from other sources), comprising in all 
13a. Ir. 2p., amount to an average ^ss sum of about £37. 98. a year, 
the net proceeds of which are appbed equally between tlio poor and 
tbo church; but the outgoings of rates, tithe, land-t«ax, kc, diminish 
the amount considerably. 

There appears to be ^omc confusion as to the acrengo of Skenes. 
Tlie entire quantity of the Thumbs land was said to be originally 
ICa. 8r. 24p. (on the boar<l in the church 20a.), nine pieces of which, 
amounting to about 10 acres, were held by free tenure from the Rectory 
manor at a quit-rent of 2s. .*?d. a year. This land is now, however, 
])a]'t of the E!entwell estate by the exchange. The ancient abuttals 
of the land are fully given in tlie Melford churchwardens' Black Book, 
page 130. 

The following is an extract from the donor's ^vill : — 

'' A.D. 1510.— The Artykyll of the last wyll of M' Wilham Skvrn, 
somtyme parson of Melford, wich dyssesyd the x}cii daye of Apryll in 

2 
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the yere of our Lorde Otod a moooocx concemyiig the londe in Granmere 
called Thommys and Marke in these wordes. — 

"And wher as I have bargaynyd with Maister Merfyn for a 
certeyn tenement called Thommys and Merke, and other parcells, 
havyng as yet none estate therin, yf yt can be seen by myne executours 
and supervysor that they can have suemys in the londe, that my execu- 
tours paye up the resydew of the mony, and the profyt therof to go to the 
poore pepull of Melford by the dvscrecion of my executours : — ^and after 
ther desseys, by the parson of the Ghurche of Melford and the churche- 
wardens of the same by the space of ^. and xix yeres [99 years], and 
after the yeres of ^ and xix to be sold by the parson of Melford and 
the ohurchewardens of the same, and the mony therof cummyng the one 
halfe to the poore pepull and the other halfe unto Melford Church. 

" The utentycall dede herof wyth thys seyd artykyll upon the 
backe therof, remaynyth in the tresure huch within the yestre of the 
seyde church." 

The lands to the said use were put in feofiment by a deed^ 
bearing date 12th December, in the 9th year of Heniy YUI., 
A.D. 1518. 

In the churchwardens* books the rent of this land is given as in 
1679, at £10 a year, 1706 at £12. 



EiNO Edward the Sixth's Grant. 

King Edward the Sixth gave a pension for ever to the poor 
of Melford, to be paid from the Exchequer. The amount is now 
£2. 12s. 9d. a year. 

BiCHARD SlfITH*S ChARITT. 

15G0. 

Richard Smith, of Barkston, in the county of Leicester, but who 
was a native of Melford, gave, in 15G0, a sum of £1. lOs. chared on 
land at l^Iendlesham, in Suflfolk, c.'\lled " Crow Croft," to be distributed 
annually at the Feast of St. Thomas, for the benefit of the poor of 
Melford. This is now given iu the money distribution called the 
•* Widow's Gift.'* 

WiLLIAAC ChAPLTN's CfiARirT. 

1575. 

William Chaplyn, of Melford, gave in 1675, a tenement called 
Cook's House (now two cottages under one rooQ, at Cuckoo Tye, in 
this parish, for the relief of the poor of Melford. The proceeds of this 
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now amount to £7. 16s., and the net amount, after payment of out- 
goings, is given in the " Widow^s Gift." 

John Cobdeb'b Chabitt. 

John Corder, by his will, devised the sum of £2 a year for ever, 
to be given to the poor of Melford in bread, and he charged his lands 
at Lawshall, called ** Kings," vrith the payment thereof. This charity 
is no longer given in bread, but now forms part of the ** Widow's 
Gift." 

Moobb's Chabitt. 

26th December, 1700/ 

Mr. John Moore, of Kentwell Hall, bequeathed to the minister and 
churchwardens of Melford, for the time being, £300, to be paid within 
one year after his decease, upon trust to purchase an estate, and to use 
the rents, profits, &c., for the pavment for ever of a achoolmiitresa to 
teach and mstruct 10 poor hoys of the said parish to read English, and 
10 poor girls of the said parish to read, and sew, and knit, and to buy 
necessaries to sew and knit with, until they can be sooner put out and 
provided for ; and ordered that such school should be under the govern- 
ment and direction of the governor for the time bein^ of the hospital 
of Melford, called the Trinity Hospital^ and of the minister and church- 
wardens of Melford for the time being. 

This now goes in support of Grouch's School for life. This money 
had some years ago to be transferred and reinvested, and an expense 
of £19. 18s. 6d. was incurred thereon ; and in order that the charity 
should not be reduced by this expense, the parish paid this sum in 
1863, and they take from the dividends £2. Ss. 6d. a year, until they 
shall l>e recouped, which will be about 1873 ; untfl then Crouch's School 
only leccives about £9 a year. After Mrs. Grooch's death, this money 
may be available to natiomU s^:hooIs for 10 girls and 10 buys. The £300 
is now invested in £372. 198. Id. reduced annuities. 



Dr. John ^Iayor's Chabitt. 

John Mayor, doctor in divinity, devised by his will forty shilh'ngs 
a year for ever, out of his esfcito lying in Rayden, in Suffolk, to bo dis- 
tril)uted yearly upon Christmas-eve, to twenty poor families dwelling 
nearest to his house in Melford, who keep their parish church 

constantly. 

Tlie family of Mayor were long settled in Melford. Thej were reeident at " Prowdes" 
prior to 1580, and were i)erbaps the same family as mentioned in Foot*s will in 1512. 

2 c 2 
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John Moobb's Chabitt.* 
1700 (?). 

John Moore, late of Kentwell Hall, Melford, by his will bequeathed 
to the minister and chTu*chwarden8 of Melford for the time being, the 
sum of £100 on trust, to purchase lands and tenements, and distribute 
the rents thereof annually among 20 poor old men or widows, of aboye 
the age of 60 years, who do not take alms of the parish, and who 
frequent the Church of England. 

This £100 was at one time invested in land at Icklingham, but in 
1775 this land was sold, and the proceeds, amounting to £155, were 
inyested in the purchase of a house and premises in Melford, whidi 
were used as a parish workhouse, and of which the rent was then £6 
a year. After the New Poor Law Act, the house was sold by order of 
the Poor Law Commissioners, and was purchased by the Uector of 
Melford, realizing £170. To this sum was added £76. 19s. 2d., which 
arose from sale of timber on Bower Hall Wood being stubbed up, and 
some other parish money was also added, and with the total amount 
the fiye cottc^es in Hall Street, near listen Lane, were built, and the 
proceeds arising frt)m their rentals, being a gross sum of £19, is thus 
apportioned by consent : £4. 4s. 6d. as interrat on the Bower Hall and 
parish money, is applied to the national schools (the Pentlow charity 
being applied to this use) ; another part, after payment of outgoings, 
goes to tne poor, and the surplus to the repair of uie church. 



Mbs. Hasbiett OijysB's Chabitt. 

2nd Septemher, 1825. 

Mrs. ITarriett Oliver gave by her will to the overseers and church- 
wardons of Melford, the mterest of four thousand pounds, three per 
cent, consols, to be applied in the purchase of coals to bo distributed 
amongst tlio poor of Melford annually ; on whose behalf a deed of trust 
was obt;iiuecl, the expenses of which, with duty, have reduced the gross 
amount to £8,684. 8s. 8d. tlu*ee per cent, consols. The said last- 
mentioned sum was standing in the names of trustees under the said 
wiU, by a decree in the Court of Chancery ; but after the death of the 
Bev. Edward Cobbold, in 1861, who was one of the trustees, this fund 
was transferred to the Charity Commissioners by Richard AUnack, Esq., 
the last suniving trustee. 

* The Charity CommlMioiien' Ileport gives the date of this charity aa 1713, and 
thej spell Mr. Moore's name as Moor. 
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Miss Fbeweb's Chabitt. 
25th April, 1857. 

Mary Frewer by her will devised as follows: "I direct my 
executors to purchase £100 of the same stock as that in which the late 
Mrs. Harriett Oliver's chari^ money is invested, and in the names of the 
same trustees for the time beingi and I request that the same trustees 
for the time being will receive the dividends thereof, and pay the same 
to the officiating minister, for the time being, of Melford Church, to be 
by him applied in any manner he may think proper for the benefit of 
the Sunday or Church-school at Melford aforesaid for ever.'* 

In pursuance of this direction, the executors paid the duty on the 
legacy, £9. 12s., and £87. 5s. 6d. for the purchase of £89. 19s. 6d. 
tl^ee per cent, consols : this stock, like the last-mentioned charity stock, 
was transferred to the Charity Commissioners in 1861 by the last sur- 
viving trustee, B. Almack, Esq. 

OsHX7KD*s GHARrnr Lands. 

Various bequests of money and goods had been made at different 
times, in olden days, by John iBarker and sundry other persons (some 
of whose wills are here given), for the repairs of the church and nigh- 
ways of Melford, and for the ROod of tbeir souls. Of these legacies 
some were left in kind, and owers as remainders. About 300 years 
ago certain of these bequests were realized, and the sums, amounting 
to £80, were together invested in the purchase of land at Stoke-by- 
Nayland, now known as '' Osmund's Charity Land." Its name of 
Osmund's is very ancient, for in a convevance from Matilda, widow of 
John Marchaunt, it is so named, and is aescribed as abutting on the 
land of the Priory of Prytewelle. This deed is of 1419, and is attested, 
among other persons, by Ph. Maniiok (of Gifford's Hall). Thcn^ is 
another conveyance of it in 1497, from William Whepstede, of IJoxforJ. 
In the year 1575 the inhabitants of Alelford agreed that the apportion- 
ment of tlie rent of this land, about 20 acres, should be at the rate of 
two- thirds for the repair of the church, and the other tliird equally 
between the poor and for the repair of the highways of Melford. The 
rent, whicli now amounts to £36, should be so apportioned, after pay- 
ment of outfTfoings. The land is let on a twelve years' lease from 
Michaelmas 1872, to Mr. C. Worters. 

The following document is the agreement for this division : — 

"Forasmuch as the savde tenemente callyd Osmunds with 
purtenances was purchasyd with the Churchys monye, the poores, and 
the hye waves ; out the gretest summe was of the Churches nionye. 
Yt ys therfore agreed uppon thys xiii of August A° D*** 1575 by the 
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best of the inhabyters of thys towneshypp of Melford that a oonyenyent 
rate and dyvysyon of the yerelye profytte and revenewes of the 
premysses shal be made and from hencforth observyd by the Churohe- 
wardens there alwayes for the t^me beyng, accordyng to suche seyerall 
porlyons of monye — ^viz. of the Churchy s, the poores, and the hye wayes 
layd owte for the sayd purchase as afooresayd wich dyvysyon and rate 
aperyth as in manner and forme foUowyng. 

"Purst — ^The sayd Churchewardens of the yerelye profytte oif the 

Sremysses to be ymploved by them to the use of the Churche of 
[elford and of oiu* Lady s Chappell thereunto adjoynyng at ye Est end 
for so long tyme as the same are letten for iiij^ [^^ by yere^ shall 
recede and take p. ann. liij' iiij^ [53s. 4d.], and to the use of the poore 
ziij' iiij' [18s. 4d.J, and to the use of the hye wayes xiij' iiij' [ISs. 4d.], 
and when the same shall be letten for fyve Fowndes by yere then they 
shall receyve thereof to the use of the poore xvi' vm^ and to the use of 
the hye wayes lykewyse xvi* viii* p. luln. 

'* So two partes of the sayd Tenemente called Osmunds ts to goe to 
the reparacyons of Melford Churche and the Chappell, and the thyrd 
parte to be equallye devyded betweene the poore and the hye wayes/* 

In another handwriting there follows thus : — 

<« And now [1677J beying letten for viij"^ p. imn there ys to be payd 
to the use of the Churche and our lady's Cnappell aforsevd p. bS&sl 
T^ yj** viii'- and to the poore xzvi^ vm^ p. aSn and to the nye wayes 
xxvi^ vm*- p. bShJ* 

In another handwriting :-^ 

''The Churcheys to paye the oute rente yf the form: dothenot:** 

In 1775 the rent had increased to £15 a year: it now amounts 
to £35 a year. So this land has increased in rental value nearly nine- 
fold in the last three centuries. 

Of lati' years an erroneous custom has crept in of paying one- 
third of tlu^ rent for the highways, and so now to the Highway Board ; 
whereas a moiety of this tlurd should go to the use of the poor. 

Some of the following are parts of tlie charities which eventually 
were realized and invested in " Osmund's." The copy of John Barker's 
will is very illegible. Barrell's charity, which follows, was perliaps one 
of these : the land appears to have been adjacent to King's Lane, but 
cannot now be clearly identified. 
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Babbell's. 
1508. 

John Barrell's bequest for the good of his soul ; and a reversionaiy 
benefit for the poor of Melford. 

" The last wyll of John Barrell whyles he lyved of Melforde within 
the dyocese of Norwych, mayd the syxt daye of the month of September 
in the yere of our Lorde iicocco and vni. Amongest other legacyes he 
wylles and bequethes hys tenement in Foteforde Strete in these wordes : , 
viz: — 

" And I wyll that my tenement in Foteforde Strete wyth the londe 
pastures andall othertheappurtenenceunto the same tenement belonging 
shall remayn in feofies hands immedyately after my dyssease for-^ 
and nynetene yeres [99 years] unto thys use folowying. That they be 
letten to ferme by myne executours to the most avauntage and that 
wyth the mony therof cumyng out the Bents yerely payd, all reparacions 
thereof mayntened and sustened, shall yerely kepe my obyt in the seyd 
parysh churche of Melforde for the yeres abovesayd. And of the 
overplus I wyll that the parson of Melforde have yerely zn^ for the 
bederoU kepyng therein my name, and for hys dylygens.^ — And the 
resydew therof cumyng, yf any be, to be dystrybuted and gv& to the 

Soor pepull dwelling wythyn the sayd towne of Melforae by the 
ystrybucion of myne executours. ^d I wyll and requyre all my 
feoffes of and in tne sayd tenement, londe, and pastures wyth appur* 
tenanoe that they and everyone of them shal delyver or do to be 
delyvered, a sufiycyent and lawful astate of me in the same premysses 
unto syxtene suer honest persons dwelling wythyn the sayd town of 
Melforde at such tyme as they and any of them shal be therto con- 
venvently requyred by mvne Executors acoordyng to the performacion 
of thys my testament and last wyll. Morover I wyll that when it shall 
fortune x or xn of the sayde xvi persons to dyssease then I wyll those 
vj or iiij then lyvyng mayke and delper a new estate on aga^^e unto 
other XM persons wioh at that tyme shal be thought most couvenyent 
unto the sayd use and so to cont}^ow as long as yt may please God to 
endure. — Furthermore I wyll that after the dessease of m}^e Executors 
that the profytte cummyng of tho sayd premysses shal bo at the 
dysposycion of the parson of tho sayd churche of Melford ^vich ys or 
slial be, and by the Churchwardens, and so to order unto the forseyd 
use. — ^Aud after the tyme of ^ and nyneteen yeres [99 years] to bo 
soldo by the feoffes and dysposed for my soull and my fiends souUs 
within the parysh of Melford. 

* So he bequeathed his property that hia obit day, or annivenarj of his death, 
should be kept in the diurch for ninety-nine years ; and yearly a shilling to the parson, 
to keep his name on the bederoU, or roll of dead persons for whom Uass was to be mud. 
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" The approved wyll and xnn pecys of evydens belonging tberto 
remajnes in the tresiu'e huche within the vestre of the sayd church. 

" The Executors Mayster Will" Skym somtyme parson of Melford 
and Jeffere Foot." 

(This Geoflfrey Foote's will follows next.— He died before 1612.) 

The abuttalfl of this land are in the old charehwardens' book, page ISO. 



The Bequest op Gaffebye Fotb (Foote). 

A.D. 1512. 

To find a priest at Melford and 408. to the poor of Melford. 

'* Inprimis geven by Gafierye Fote certen londe to the fyndyne of 
a pSt. at Melford and XL** to the poore peple of ye same towne wiuiin 
the dyosese of Norwych, Anno Dom^ irv^, as foUowyth. 

**I wyll that all my londe and tenements, medows, pastoTefi, 
woodes, rente and finite, with th' appurtenance wych I have, or any 
man to my use within the counlye of Essex be put in feofiement to 
other persons namyd by myne executryce and supervisor to the costo 
of my last wyll and the prontto of the wyohe londe I wyll how my wyfie 
shall have and enjoye duryng her lyfi*, and after her deth to remayne to 
John Fote my brother and the heiers males of hys bodve lawfiillye 
begotten — and for lackeof yssue of the sayd John,I wyll ytshall remayne 
Ivkewyse to Will* Mayer : and for lacke of yssue of the sayd Mayer or 
for not performvng this my wyll to remajriieunto John Danyell and his 
heyers : and yf the sayd Danvell dye witboute yssue or else that this 
my wyll be not performyd of his part or his heiers or executors, that 
then 1 wyll all the premisses to remayne to S' Bpger Martyn and his 
heiers ])erformyng this my last wyll and testament, and for lacko of 
heircs as aforesayd of ye sayd Roger to be sold and to eoe to JMelford ; 
wyche wyll ys to geve yerelye unto a prest to syngin Melford x niarkes 
and a other part of the profittc of the premisses to the kepyn^r of my 
erth dayo for evermore ; and thereat to be geven to Prestes, Clorkes, 
pore men and wemen wythyn Melford XL shillings to praye for owre 
sowlos for evermore. 

** Sole Executryce I make Jeane my wyfie, and Sir Roger MaitjTi, 
Supervjsor. 

" Alle the premissis ys in the occupying of John Mayer, son to 
foresayd William. — And rarther I wvU the Prest shal syng in dayes in 
the weke at Sent James Chappell ^on Chapel (Jreen], the resydew at 
IMelford Churche, wythout resonable lett. 

** The Copye of thys wyll remayneth in Sir Roger Martyns handes 
and kcpyng, and in J. Mayens. 
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With reference to Foot's bequest of his lands in reversion for prayers 
for him for ever, it may be noticed that twenty years after the date of 
this will, legislation on this subject had become necessaiy.. In 1532 
it was enacted that lands could only be burdened with bequests for 
prayers for souls, or for priests to sing for the dead, for twenty years ; 
after which the lands were to relapse to the heir. By long usage the 
custom had become so settled for persons to leave by will a siun to be 
expended in masses, that the priests eventually came to consider such 
be(]|uests as an absolute right and perquisite. At last a case arose 
which induced a revolution of feeling in the matter. A Gloucester- 
shire gentleman named Tracv had left no money to be expended in 
masses for him ; and as bv nis will he had bequeathed his soul to 
Grod through the mercies of Christ, declining the mediatorial offices of 
saints, the priests took advantage of this as a confession of heresy, to 
revenge themselves 6n him even after death; for as soon as the 
contents of his will were known, they actually dug up his dead body 
and burnt it. 

A.D. 1613. 

John Babeeb's Chabtit (part to Melford Church). 

Extract from Barkef^s WiU. 

" The last Will of John Barker at the Feste, whvles he lyvyd in 
Melford within the dyocesse of Norwvohe, made the xm daye of 
Februarie in the yere of our Lord Otoa Mcocooxin. Amongst other 
thyngs he gave and beqnethed to Melford Churohe and other goode 
usys his bowse callyd the Feste with other tenementes and legaces in 
maner and forme followyng. — 

** Imjmmis. I bequethe to the Hye Aulter of Melford Churche 
for the Tythes and offerynges forgotten, iii^ mi** Item. I becjucthe 
to Margarete my wiff my place called the Feste which I dwel in w-ith 
the appurtenaunces, and the twayu forms called 'Frikkers' and 

* Cuoples/ with ther Mrthings ; those of the sed [query 

Frihhersj lyeth on the Southe syd of my foresed place ; and the other 
on the ^o^the parte of my foresed place for terme of lyffe : and after 
her dissese Gylbert and Robert my sonnes: and after ther dessoso 
without yssue, I wyll that the foresed place &c. with appurte- 
naunces be soldo and the mony therof applyed to the use of the 
reparyiig of ^lelford Churche and our Ladys Chappel. 

** Item. The plate bequethed to my sonne for the chyldren y f they 
dye Tv-jiihout yssue before they cum to yeres of xx**, to the use as 
befor sed. 

•* Item. I bequeth to the gyldyng of the Ymage of the Trinitye 
before my wyffe's grave xlvi*- vm** 
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Item. Also al the londe and pastures which I bowte of W 
Bg'* Martyn and John Msrhj late of Melford lyinge in the Nether 
Bulney I give and bequeth as aforsed. 

" The copye of thys wyll remayneth in M* Rogere Martyn's 
hande." 

There was also another bequest, failing his children's heirs, of a 
close of land lying in Hundon, or its price, to Melford church and the 
chapel of our Lady. There is also a note of a subsequent date, that 
** M' Car. Danyell of Acton marn^ed Margery tiie wyff of the fore- 
namvd John Barker." She was Barker's second wife. She gave to 
"Meltord church a chalice weighing 16f ounces. 

The Feste, which was a place of some importance, stood on the 
west side of Hall Street^ near the site of the Grown Inn ; and its 
premises included those now Mr. John Bullingbrook's, and others, 
and Smaley meadows. In the Manor maps of 1613 and 1615 it is 
called *' the Fosse ; " and it is evident that this part of the properly 
did not lapse to the church for want of heirs. 

The following extracts are among the records of other charitable 
bequests to this parish, which, alas ! have long since been lost; who 
shall now tell how or when? Some, perlmps, in the troablous 
unsettled time of the Rebellion, for one or two are traceable till after 
the vear 1600 ; and some small plots have also been lost in compara- 
tively modem times. Although we may lament the unscmpulousneas 
of those who in former days thus removed the old landmarks of our 
poorer neighbours, we mav therefrom also take to heart the lesson of 
the imperative duty of all parishioners to watch jealously over their 
parish charities. 

A.D. 1520. 

Stmokd Hall's [a lost Ohaeitt]. 

Symond Hallt of Long !Melford, husbandman, — Charity to Melford 

Church. 

''The Bequest of Symond Hall of Long[ Melford in tlie counlyeof 
Suff. husbondman unto lilclford Churohe m manner and forme fol^ 
lowyng, the ix daye of Alarcbe in the vere of our lord God xv^ 
[1520j. 

" Inpryma I give unto Agnes my wyffe my tenement wyche I 
dwell in with all ye londes therunto belongyng as yt aperyth by the 
copye of the same that she hath for terme of her lyff paying the Bent 
and bering the reparacions during her lyflT, and after her decese I wyll 
all the same tencmente and londe be sold by myne executors and the 
raony therof cummyng I vrjM yt be bestowyd by myne executors and 
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supervisur in dede of charyte within the towne and churche of Mel- 
ford aforseyd. — 

" Item I geve unto ye sayd Agnes my wyff all my copye hold 
londes and tenements with th' appurtenences in Melford terme of her 
lyff paying ye rent and beryng ye reparacions and after her decesse I 
wyll all ye sayd londe and tenements be sold by myne executors and 
supervisor and the same to be distributyd in dedes of Charite within 
the towne and Churche of Melford aforsayd as they shall thynke most 
best and convenient to the Homage of God and merytt of my sowle. — 
Also I wyll the sayd Agnes my wyff have my n croftes of pasture 
wyche were late John Barrell's for terme of her lyff paying ye rent 
and after her decesse I wyll vt be put in feoffement to the use of 
Melford Churche and speciallve to the reparement of the glasse 
wyndowes on the sowth syde of the Churche of Melford.— Executors 
A^nes my wyff — Gyles Elys — and Sir W" Clopton supervysor. The 
copye of this wyll remayneth in Robert Alfounder's hande. 

There is a note to the foregoing; viz., ** The foresayd Agnes made 
a wyll of ye ii parcelles of pasture, wherein she had but a state for 
terme of lyffe as yt apperytn in the premisses : wherfore yt ys adni- 
thilated and for ye purporse of non effecte." 

The recital of this charity contmues in the various terriers of the 
parish after 1770, but in that of 1791 there is appended for the first 
time the remark that this, with Hopkyn Haywara's Charity, had long 
been lost. 

The following abuttals of this land were also given :-^ 

^'Inprimis: one pece of grounde wrohe lyeth by the (Jawtes 
house, betweene the londe of YmiT Elys of the aouthe parte, and the 
londe of Robert Tyler alias Alfunder, sumfyme Symona Hall's of the 
North. The one node abbuttyth uppon the hye waye ledyng firom 
Melford to Berye Sent Edmunds towards the est : the other hede 
abbfitt upon the londe now S' Will. Cloptons quondam the Monks, 
called Barga^ Feld towards the West, and yt conteyneth 1 acre, 
1 roode, et di.** 

On reference to the Melford Manor map of 1580, this land is 
there named " Melforde Toune Londe," and its position, agrt»eing with 
the above description, is clearly shown, as a strip of land, now bolongine 
to Kentwell Halt, nearly opposite to High Street farmhouse, the south 
fence thereof coming down to the pond on the west side of the high 
road, by Lilly's, the woodman. 

There is also the description of another piece, which is perhaps 
now part of the Parish High Cross Allotment land. 

** Item an other pece contcynyng 1 acre et di, and xx perchys and 
lyeth beyond the hye crosse on the est syde of the forseyd hye waye 
between ye grove now of Thomas Alartyn, quondam Symonds Hallos 
of the sowthe part and the londe of ye sayd Martyn quondam Halles 
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of the north. The one hed abutteth upon the sayde londe towerds the 
Est, the other hede lykewyse towerds the West : the wych hede hath a 
lane ledyng from and out of the forsayd Berye hye waye to the said 
pasture." 

The following are again lost charities : — 

*• The ABBUTTATiLBS of dyvorso londes geven to dyvers usys within the 
towne of MeUbrde by the gyfte of dyverse men as fouowyth. — 

^* Inter alia : Londe callvd Hopkyn, alias Copping, Heywarde. 

^^Item : a pece of arryble ^wnd conteyn^g 1 acre, 1 roode, and 
10 perchys, lying betweene the londe of Sir Williwi Giopton, Quondam 
the Hospytelers, callyd Bargage feld, of the Weste parte, and tne londe 
of Sir W"" Clopton of the Est The one hede abbuttyth upon the londe 
of Robert Tyler, alias Alfunder, towards the Sowtii, and the other hede 
abbutt upon the sayd Sir W* Cloptons londe quondam theHospytellers 
towards the Northe. — ^The meres of ye sayd parcell hath alwayes been 
mowed by the formers therof : and the waye to the sayd pece l^eth 
thorew the monkes yerde by the churche yerde syde, and so into 
Bargage feld. The wyche John Marshall, Robert Gomysshe, and 
Will"* Spon [Spooner] liath usyd. 

*' Item : an other pece of arryble lying in this pece tM^er con- 
teynyne ym acres and di : betwene the londe of Sir W^ Clopton and 
the londe of Robert Tyler, alias AUunder, of the Weste parte : and the 
hye wave ledyng from MeUbrde to Berye Sent Edmund of the Est. The 
one hede abbuttyth uppon the londe and grove of the sayd Sir YT^ 
Clopton quondam the Uospytellers, towards the Northe : the other hede 
abbutt uppon the tenemente of John (Jrengras towards the Sowth. 

«« The sayd a acres, m roode, and x PJ^rc^m called Hopkyn, alias 
Copping, Heywardes, was of the gyfte of Hir W^ Clopton or KentweD 
to the Orgayne player in Melforde Churche, asby hvs WvU, and a dede 
annexed therunto, sealed wytli hys scale and suDscrybod wTth hys 
hand playnlv apereth, beying in the custoyde of IP Rycliard Clopton 
of Fordehall, gentleman ; as also by a lease remaynyngc in the churche 
boxe, made to William Sponer therof, he bqrng orgayne ])layer ther, 
playnlye doth apere, wjxh wyth the forsayd wyll and dede, Roger 
Martyn of Long Melforde, Esquyre, under scales dvd see. For the 
tostymonye of the truth wlu rof the sayd Roger Mart}^ hath 8ub« 
scrybed thys wyth hys owne hande. 

'' Dated the laste yere of Queue Marye 155|. 

*' Teste me ipso, Rooebo AIabtyk. 

•* Addendum. Tlie one of the sayd peces, viz. the fyrst pece of 
Ilopkyn Heywarde conteynyiig 1 acre, 1 roode, and 10 perchys, lyeth on 
the Est syde of Bargage feld by a mere, wych mere is now broken uppt 
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and so Ijeth now into the sayd feld withouto mere or dole. The 
mere beying whole and untowched all Qaene Maryes tjme and alwayes 
befor. 

" Teste me ipso : Eogbeo Maettn." 

Note in a different ha/ndwriting. 

** Yt ys thowght that S' Frawncis Clopton had in custodye after- 
warde the forseyd wyll and dede annexed, wyth Spons lease : after whom 
succeded Sir William Clopton hys brother : thys put owt here the efiecte 
and substmis beying sufyeyentlye recyted be&r. 

This lost charity land belonged in 1877 to Robert Craping, and in 
1471 to Robert Hayward, then to Sir William Clopton, wno gave it for 
the use of the organ-player of Melford Church. In 1580 part of it 
was still charity land ; but in a rental of 1584 it is described as land 
formerly belonging to the churchwardens of Melford. 



^'Mklfobd in Suff. 

** Agreement for Hopkyn Heywards of Sir Will* Clopton's gyfte. 

Rent IS-- 4*- 

^'Memo. Yt ys fully agreed thys xn^daye of August A"" D^ 1566, 
betwene Frawncis Clopton of Eentwell Esquier on the one part & 
Thomas Smythe & John Grenegras Churchewardens of Melford aboye- 
sayd on the other part that the sayd Frawncis Clopton shall ferme and 
occupye the lends latolye in the tenure and occupying of the wrdowe 
Spones tyll Mychylmas next payyng therforedeouuro for the whole ^ere 
occupying therof that shal end at the sayd feast, thyrtene shyllyngs li^''*. 
Thys agreement was as abovesayd agreed between the sayd pait^es in 
tlic presens of thes men subscrybyd-^ 

** By me— Roger Mab-h n. 
Byrne— Syiion Cawston. 
Byrne— Thomas Dvcke. 
Byrne— John Gbosse. 
Byrne— Thomas Sm^tiie." 

There is a further note in 1556 to the effect that Mr. Richard 
Clopton and Mr. Roger Alartyn, as churchwardens, had possession of 
all the charity lands, except one piece of Hopkyn Heywards, which 
was then lost : and from other memoranda it appears that the re- 
mainder of this land had lapsed to Eentwell before 1600. 
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hes with which he endows the charity ; and its purpose, viz., for 
twelve poor brethren and a warden, to be sole or unmarried, of the 
age of sixty, or not less than fifty-five years, for whom a daily diet is 
prescribed of three mess of meat among them, with some augmentation 
and increase thereof on Christmas-day and three days following, New 
Year*s-day, Twelfth-day, Oandlemas-day, Easter-day, and the two days 
following, Whitsunday and the two days following, Trinity Sunday, 
Midsummer-day, Michaelmas-day, and All Saints'-day ; and that the 
brethren should be allowed five shillings a quarter each in money, 
and the warden ten shillings a quarter, and from the residue of the 
revenue, an allowance yearly of forty shillings each to two honest 
widows of fifty vears at the least, the one to be cook and butler to the 
poor folk, and the other to wash their linen and clothes, and both to 
Drew and bake and attend to tiiem in time of sickness ; and in con- 
sideration of these services to be allowed to have such remains of food 
as were left by the brethren ; and the fiurther overplus of the estate 
to be employea in repairs of the almshouse, beds, bedding, and linen, 
and the rest to provide for the warden and brethren once a year 
against holy mass, one fineze gown, and every second year against 
Easter, another gown of a sad colour of four or five shillings the yard, 
if the issue and profits will extend thereto, (as they will if nrogal order 
be set down for the dafly diet). Also, that there be yearly for ever 
appointed a godly, virtuous, and learned man to preach two sermons 
yearly, on Good Friday, on the Passion of Christ, in tilie parish church 
of li^lford, which the brethren are to attend, and for which he is to 
have twenty shillings. And he gives to his next heirs in continuity the 
patronage of appointment of the warden and brethren ; and in default 
of such appointment within eight days after notice recmved, then that 
the nomination shall rest with the parson and churchwardens of Mel- 
ford for the time being; and in default of their appointing within 
their ei^ht days, then the nomination shall be made oy the Bishop of 
Norwi(£ for the time being, who is also constituted visitor of the 
Hospital.* 

Until an Aet paased in the reign of \^Iliam lY., Melford with other pariiliM was 
in the diocese of Norwich. It is now in the diooeie of Ely. 

Although the actual endowment of the Hospital was only made 
under Sir WiUiam Cordeirs will of the 1st January, 15S0, the charity 
was foimded and supported by him in 1573, and the appointment of 
the first warden, Robert Durrant, bears date that year. The Royal 
Charter for the Hospital did not issue till the 29th June, 1591. 

* When the Chant j Commissionem visited Melford they borrowed from thin Hospital 
the original trust-deed to show to Lord Bit>ugham as a cnriositj. After a time its return 
was requested, but the only ansM-er which could erer be obtained from these Commissioiiers 
was, that the deed was mislaid and could not be found I 
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The fonowmg is a list of all the Wardens of the Hospital, with 
the dates of their appointments : — 



Ni 



Robert I}iirrant • 
John Allen • • 
Gilbert Somerton 
John Hills • • 
BalphSwmdell . 
Henry Cupper 

[Bemoved 1656.1 
Edward CordeU . 
Howell Davys • 
John Wood [clerk] 
Robert Bnrket 
Thomas Page 
William Nicholson 
Heniy Lemynge 
Thomas Wmgfield 
Edward Parinnf • 
Abraham KeRingfam 
Andrew Ghrke • • 



D»te. 
1573 
1597 
1607 
1632 
1649 
1652 

1656 
1658 
1664 
1671 
1684 
1686 
1686 
1688 
1700 
1725 
1733 



Luke Morler . . 
Thomas Cadge . 
John Boattell 
John Abdl • . 
Giles Jarmin • • 
Benjamin Smith • 
Thomas Wright . 
Francis Bealea • 
William Harrington 
William Brome • 
Edward Knopp • 
John Phillips 
Joseph Fitai . • 
John Batterfaam 
William Fordham 



1750 
1752 
1757 
1758 
1764 
1779 
1779 
1782 
1798 
1804 
1806 
1812 
1823 
1883 
1846 
1857 
1862 
1869 



William HemjGowej 
(Jeorge CSater • . 
Charfas Cashing Spilling • 

Uiaking a total nnmber of 35 wardens in 299 years, with an 
aTerage dnration of o£Bce of about 8| years eacL 

Among Doctor Bisbie*s records, there is an enfay mider date of 
1624, whi<£ he appears to haye copied from a record of that period^ 
as to the then rental of the Hospital lands. It nms as fisDows : — 

** ShimpHng Hall, comprising 656a. 3r. 37p., was let bt £72. 8b^ 
besides a fiwfiuni rent to the Eari of Essex, of £22. AlsotostraplTto 
the Hospital 40 loads of wood; and 12 quarters of whettt, wortli tlieii 
£1. 6a. 8d. per qnarter. 

^Giffo^ 90a. C^. 8p., let for £23, and a fee f;irm rent to Wm. 
Cutler, of £2 a year. Also to supply to the Hospital in kind a i 
of wheat, worth then £1. 6s. 8d., ana 5 quarters of barley, 
12s. a quarter. 

«« Tithe Bam (Cox Green), 24a. 3r. 33p., let for £47 a year and 
12 quarters of barley, worth then 12s. a quarter.*' 

The total inoome thus being about £170, besides fuel ; as against 
£144 in Talue about the year 1580. 

In 1686 the rentals arc given as,— 

Shimpling Hall, £135 and 15 quarters of wheat, and wood 
supply as before. 

Uifibrds, £24 and 8 quarters of barley. 

Tithe Bam, £56 and 2 quarters of malt; making a total income 
of about £260, beddes fuel. And it is mentioned in the acconnts of 
1686 that after all expenditure and the purchase from income of some 
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property in the street, there yet remained a balance in hand of 
£152. lis. 7id. 

If these figures are correct (as there appears no reason to doubt), 
two points are very noticeable ; viz., that in 1624 the rent of Shimpling 
Hall was only at the rate of about 3s. 4Jd. per acre, when the Melford 
Hall estate land was let at an average of 8s. per acre; and on the other 
hand, the extraordinary rent of the Tithe Bsm farm at about £2 per 
acre ; a very exceptionable instance, of which no explanation is given. 

Till 1633, the old building of the Hospital was inclosed with a 
pale fence, and the present outer old wall was built at this date, as 
shown by the accompanying letter to Lord Savage, requesting that he 
would grant a small additional space to be inclosed firom Melford Green. 

" To the Right Honble. the Lord Visoouxt Savage, Lord of the 
Manor of Melford, in the county of Sufiblk, and Patron of 
the Hospital of the Holy and Blessed Trinity, of the 
foundation of Sir Wm. Cordell, Knt., in the same town. 

" The humble Petition of us, your Lordship's Tenants, the Inhabi- 
tants there, on the behalf of the Warden and Brethren of the same 
Hospital, humbly sheweth unto your good Lordship, that forasmuch 
as the Warden and Brethren, with your Lordship's approbation, and 
the consent of such others to whom in that case it dotn or may apper- 
tain, have determined to build a wall of brick in lieu of the pales com- 
passing the woodyard and garden belonging to the same Hospital, 
and for that it appeareth that the woodyard is at the straightest to 
turn a cart in, and the already pale inclosing the garden p(ace and 
yard stand so near adjoining to the fruit trees there growing, whereby 
a great part of the fruit is oftentimes stolen or lost : our humble suit 
therefore unto your Lordship is that your Lordship would be pleased 
(the premises considered) to grant and give license to them to take 
and mclose into the said garden and ya^ lying south-east from the 
said Hospital, about four or five foot of ground, ])nrc( I of the Green called 
Melford Green, the soil being your Lordship's iiiheritance ; and the 
pasture of so smnll a quantity of ground of n<> moment. And they 
shall be bound to piay for your Lordship and your noble posterity, &c. 
And we shall have cause to remain thankful to vour Lordship for 
their sakes, whereby the same shall be enlarged, tliey benefited, and 
none prejudiced. 

" R. Wai^eyx (Rector). ** Fka. Hall. 

Tho. A«:gas. John Okle. 

Gbe. HanBAKT. John Rakker. 

Jo. EvERED. John Hamondb. 

Andrew Bhile. THi>MAS Shepabd. 

Richard Garlis. J. Pet. Cbeswell. 

Edward Drewe. Ro. Malpas. 
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Thtus indorsed. 
" I am contented that fowre or fyve foote be taken to enlarge the 
garden of the Hospitall as itt is desired for the good of the Hospitall. 

**Thi8 25ofApriU1633 

" Savaqb." 

The board in the church states the original value of the endow- 
ment of the Hospital at £144 per annum. 

Some of the old terriers of Melford, which generally were un- 
corrected repetitions, vaguely state the income of the Hospital some time 
after its foundation, at about £300 a year ; and the temer of the year 
1784 adds, ** this is now of the value of upwards of £500 a year." 
Without entering on the details of the progressive income of the 
charity, which would be tedious, it suffices to note, that 80 years after 
the above date the income had increased to £961 a year ; and the gross 
income is now £1,308 : the net amount received for the use of the 
Hospital being £1,292 a year, which will continue steadily increasing in 
the future. 

Various visitations have been made at sundry periods, and the 
statutes have been amended by successive Bishops of Norwich to meet 
the altered circumstances of time and custom, as well as to reform 
abuses which had crept in. An instance of gross misgovemment is 
recorded during the wardenship of John HiUs, who was governor of 
the Hospital from 1632 to 1649, when the Countess of Rivers was the 
hereditary patroness. That strong-minded, uncompromising royalist 
lady was not likely to pass over in silence anv misconduct of which 
she was cognizant, ana the following letter from her to Hills, the 
warden, is very characteristic : — 

" GOVKBKO' — 

*• Many complaints have come to mo of yo' house, both by 
yo' selfe and most of the Bretheren, as in tipling, wenching, and in 
suffring yo' said Brcthorcn to take their ow^e ])Ioasures in goeing up 
and downe as they list themselves, contrary to the statuts and ordi* 
nances of the house. These are therefore, to require you that theise 
abuses be reformed in \o^ selfe, and to inflict punishment upon such of 
your said brcthorcn as horcafler shall ofiend and breake any of thesaide 
statuts or ordinances, and to informe me who tliey are that shall oon- 
temne the p'formanco hereof. — See you faile not. 

" Melford, 24 Xovembris, 1641. 

" E. Rivers." 

All charities such as this one are peculiarly assailable hv jobbery 
and mismanagement, and the annals of this hospital tell sumlar sad 
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tales of past years ; let us hope, never again to be repeated. Doubtless, 
ere long, the grave question must arise whether the benefits of this 
charity are capable of extension. The income has increased enormously 
since the founder endowed it, while the number of inmates remains 
unaltered. Thus, the original endowment was at the rate of less than 
£10 per head all roimd ; the income is now within a Uttle of £87 a 
head ; and is annually increasing, independently of the rising value of 
land ; so that, fully lulowing for the diflference of the present mode of 
Uving, and of the altered value of money as compared with three 
hundred years ago, it can scarcely fail to be observed that the large 
sum of nearly £1,800 a year is in excess of the requirements for the 
support of so small a number of persons drawn from the working 
classes, for whom the pious founder of the charity, by the expressions 
of his will, clearly contemplated only a provision of simple firugal 
comfort in their ola age. 

On the election of a warden, he is obhged to go to Norwich to be 
sworn in before the bishop. In these days of railroads, this is of little 
consequence ; but in olden times, when the journey had to be made on 
horseback, over bad roads and perhaps in the winter season, it must 
have been a matter of grave importance to an elderly person, who may 
be was obese, and perhaps not a distinguished equestrian. The 
brethren are sworn in at the Hospital, and in their case it appears to 
have been considered necessary that there should be an extra amount 
of hard swearing, in which they commence by blessing the Queen, and 
vowing that thev will keep her duly informed, and disclose to her (it is not 
stated whether by post or telegram) if any radical republicans in Melford 
should propose to make Dilke or Odger president of the British republic. 
They then proceed to curse the Pope in the true orthodox Exeter Hall 
fashion, ana they declare that '' they do from their hearts abhor, detest, 
and abjure, as impious and heretical, that damnable doctrine and 
position, that princes excommunicated or deprived bv tlie Pope, or any 
authority of the See of Rome, may be deposed or nnitthered by their 
subjects.'* Having thus far disburdened their consciences, the brethren 
next in due form rcnoimco the old and young Pretenders, by " solemnly 
and sincerely declaring that they do not believe that any of the 
descendants of the person who pretended to be Prince of Wales during 
the life of the late King James the Second, and sinco his decease pre- 
tended to be and took upon himself the style and title of King of Great 
Britain, hath any right or title to the crown of this realm ; and they 
accordingly renounce, refuse, and abjure any allegiance to him." And 
finally they do their utmost to secure the liberties of England, by 
acknowledging " upon the true faith of a Christian, that the succession 
to the Crown stands limited to the Princess Sophia, Electress and 
Duchess Dowager of Hanover, and the heirs of her body being Protest- 
ants " ! And having recited all this, with the addition of many lonj? 

2 E 2 
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words, it is to be hoped that the newly elected brother dearly 
understands and feels eaified by what he has sworn. 

A few words more are necessary to explain a point very constantly 
remarked upon by strangers to the place. Looking up the Green 
towards the fine old church, every one is led to wonder why the com- 
paratively modem Hospital should have been placed in such a position 
as greatly to hide, and certainly to mar the effect of the splendid church, 
which is now only partially seen rising above it, but which would 
otherwise be, as it certainly once was, so grand and prominent an 
object from the village.. 

The reason for this breach of good taste rests partly on a &^t of 
squirearchal pride. If the Hospital had been built further eastward on 
the top of the Green, it would have partly stood on a strip of soil 
belongmg to the manor of Monks, which had then become vested in 
the owner of Kentwell. Possibly the foimder, who had opposed his 
neighbour of Kentwell in the matter of the Church-house, was not on 
sufficiently friendlv terms to ask the favour of placing his hospital 
thereon.* So he built on his own ground ; and though the choioe of 
site was unfortunate in point of appearance, it was rendered less so, at 
that time, by the nature of the original building ; for it was a low 
modest one of only one story high, infinitely more picturesque than the 
present stuck-up edifioe, winch was the result of a job perpetrated but 
few years since, and which has not added architecturally to the beauty 
of Melford. 



ANCIENT EXTINCT BEQUESTS. 

Besides all the before-mentioned levies and benefactions, many 
other curious ancient records exist of minor bequests by parishioners 
and priests of Melford. Some of these are very interesting and 
noticeable, not only from tlie remote pre-Reformation date of several 
oi' them, but also on account of the variety of purposes for which these 
leii^acies were beaueathed. They were mostly absolute gifts, to be ex« 
])ended for specino objects ; such as the fSBtbric of the church and Lady 
Chapel, and for their ornaments, vestments, furnitures and plate. In 
like manner^ also, to St. James's Chapel (on Chapel Green). Also 
donations to the poor; to the highways; for the repair of the ohuroh 

* The two graftt Melford proprietors of that daj appear not to hare been on rtry 
friendly terma. Probablj the ancient knightly family dfthe Cloi>tona l<»oked on Sir Wllliaa 
Coixltfll, though a desenring aelf-niade man, aa one of the yeomen-bred upetarta whom thm 
Refoniiation poahed upwards with a mushroom growth, and against whose class the old 
families bad the additional grievance that at the cussolation of the monasteries, the haXk 
of the lauds which their ancestors Lad in ancient days giren to the Church was bestowed 
on the low-bred followers of Cromwell, tlie navi himiftM of the day, who were utteriy 
despised by the old gentry. 
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bells (this seems to have been a favourite form of bequest) ; for the 
keeping of the testator's obit day ; and towards the support of the 
various guilds within the parish. Among the donors are several of the 
persons whose names are recorded as taking prominent parts in the 
rebuilding of the church, and who were living at that time. 

The following extracts from these old wills (some of which are in 
Latin) are here given in English, according to the priority of date. 

As by the wills of 1448, 1456, and 1472, there are bequests for 
the reparation and amending of our Lady's Chapel, there was evidently 
attached to the old church a lady chapel, which was replaced by the. 
present one, which was completed in 1481. 

1443. 

Roger Richards^ of Melford. 

(Latin will.) 

For the repair of the road, from the lane called Fotysford 

Street (King's Lane) xx"^* 

1448. 

John Waryn, of Mdfordt Senior, fuller. 

To the amendyng of the reparacion of the Bellys • • ixi** mi^ 
To the reparacion and amendvng of owre Ladyis Chapel in 

the seid toune of Melford xl** 

To fourty persones of men and women, fourty eoimes of 

Colchester russet : the prys of a yeid of brodcloth xx** : 

a clos table in maner or a tresteL 
For t-he makyng of everye goune afom rehersed viif'-. . viii*- 
To the supportacyon and holpyng of Seynt Marye Gilde of 

the toune of Melford vi^ vui^ 

John Waiyn, senior, lived on the vest side of Hall Btreet in 1442, and John 
Waryn, junior, liYod on the same side of the street^ and poeaeaeed part of Broadmeadow. 

1456. 

Richard Meryell {or HoryeU), of ifelfnd. 

To the reparacyon of the Belles of this toune . . . in'* iin*- 
To be stowed on to the quer Copys [Choir copes] of this 

Cherche v"*- 

I bequeth to the scyd Cherche to be stowed ther as moste 

plesyng to God v"* 
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I quethe to the mendjmg of owr Ladyes Chapel in eeyd 

towne to my teyrment n^ viii^ 

So he was buried in the older iMdy Chapel. 

The name of Roger MoryeU is inscribed outside the walls of the ohozch as a 
benefactor. 

1459. 
Thomas Swyfte, of Melford. 
(Latin will.) 
For the repair of the Bells . . . . . . t& 

1459. 

Boae Wwreyn^ of Melford. 

(Latin will.) 

A bequest for the Bells. 

To the Guild of Jesus xiii^im*- 

To the repair of the road at Prowdys bregge . . . xin^ ini*- 

Query : Was she the wife of Richard Warejn, who, in 1442, liyed near Chapel Oreen^ 
Prowdsbridge being in the present Rotten Row, Melford. 

1401. 

Henry Tumour alias Dyer, of Melford. 

(Latin will.) 

For the repair of the Bell broken in ringing • • • m** im'- 

1464. 
Roger Corf er, of Melford. * 

(Ijfitin will.) 

I leave to the Chapel of the Blessed James, in Melford, in 
the street called Ilorstree [a mis-spelling for Hall 
Street] vi"- vnif 

14G8. 

Robert Sparrow ^ of Melford. 

(Latin wiU.) 

I leave to the Sacristan of this church for the time being, 
for ringing the bcUs, making my gravei and for the 
religious offices belonging to my burial . . . ii*' 
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The name of Robert Spairowe is on the north aide of the church, with that of 
Marion his wife, as benefiftctors thereto. He is noticed in Chapter IIL, in the account 
of the Church. 

1472. 

Thomas Oermayn^ of Melford. 

(Latin will.) 

For the repair of the Chapel of the Blessed Mary in the 

churchyard of the said place xii**- 

1477. 

John Oente^ of Melford. 

This will relates to some properly on Melford Green, and to 
personalty. 

1477. 

Nicholas Oroome^ of HaUestrelej Melford. 

To the reparacyon ofye belles vi^vni^- 

I woU that myne executours del 
tyme they onderstond the need. 



But I woU that myne executours delyver yt not, on to ye 
iden • • 



1479. • 

Margaret Heede^ wife of Thonuis Hede, of Melford, fuller. 

(Latin will.) 

P^or the maintenance of tho Mass of Jesus in the said 

church . XII*' 

1479. 
Uicliard Bnghtewe, of Melford. 
To the Chapell of Seynt Jamys in*- iiii^ 

1480. 

Rosa Gennon, of Melford. 

(Jjatin will.) 

Leaves to the suj)port and benefit of the Guild of Jesus in Melford, 
one cow and sundry utetLsiU. 
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The foUowiDg will contains some curious items : — 

1481. 
Roger Hcnoe^ of Melford. 

Leaves to the Guild of Jesus 2 keen, that ys to saye by the gwelt- 
ments of myn two dowghters that ben passed. 

To the cherche work of Melford xxvi*- viii*- vff my goodys in alio 
thynges accordynly wyll extende so largely, or ellys I bequethe to the 
seyd work xx*- 

To myn wyffe alle myn hyvys with beyn, that is to seyn n qwyke 
and VI idea hyvys. 

I woll that myn wyffe and myn sone wone stvUe in myn hows to 
Mychellmas on the wyttemete of the keene and to have wete and 
maete lymmytyd by the dycrecyon of myn executours. 

Gyles Dentethe parson of Melford myn executour. 

The meaning of the above appears to be as follows : — 

FinL — ^To tiie Guild of Jesus two oows, independentlj of what was alniadj bestowed 
in portions on his two daaghtera. 

Steondly. — It ia evid^t that the rebuilding of the chorch, or some portion thereof 
was yet in hand. 

Tkifdlff. — ^The bequest to his wife of two working hives and six idle hives of bees is 
vety omioos. 

FcurtUy. — His wife and son were to be provided until Michaelmas, in his hoose^ 
with the mUk, butter, and cheese finom his cows, and to have wheat and meat at the 
discretion of the executors. (He was twice married : his wives' names were Alison and 
Eliabeth.) 

The name of Boger Howe, or Hoo, as there spelt, was on the painted g^ass of the 
10th window, south side of the church, with his two wives. 



1482. 

John KcnUj of Melford. 

To the reparacyon of the hygbe weye betweene the gilde 

alle, and memberys cros'se xxx** 

Query: Where was this Quildiiall, and where was the Member's CroKst Soniecf 
this family held land at Rodbridge, adjoining the MoiyeUs* lands. 

1482. 

RicJiard PlaiuJon, of Melford. 

I wyll that XXV I*- viii** that myn wyffe bequethe me of her owne 

proper goodys that yt shal go to an of copyr and owtgylte 

m Melford Cherche, and yiff yt coste more I wolle yt shall be made 
good of myn owne propyr goodys. 
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1484. 

Robert Harset^ of Melford, Olothmaher. 

In the name of the fadyr and son and holy Gost, Amen. The last 
daye of february in the yeer of owr lord God, an : mcccclxxxiiu*® I 
Robert Harset of Melfora Clothmaker in the diocesse of Norwyche, of 
an hooll mynde and wyth a yyfed remembraunce make myn wyll and 
testamente under this manner of forme. — 

Fyrste and formest I bequeth and commend my sowle to Almygthy 
God my creatur and maker, and to the blyssyd mayd and modyr our 
lady Seynt Mary, and to alle the celes^al courte of hevyn, and my body 
to be buryed wy thynne the Cherche of Melford on ye south syde i^or the 
aulter of Jesus by the sufferaunce and lycens of aUe the paryshe. Itt's 
my wyll to have a ston of marbyll to ly on myne grave. Item : I 
bequeth yat fyrst and formest my detts that I owe be truly tent and 
payd. — Item : I bequeth to the executours of Master Gylys 6ente* xx*- 
for tythis and offeryngs forgette. — Item : I bequeth to the reparacyon 
of the bellys in** iiii^ — Item : I bequeth on C" for the sustentacyon and 
mayntynnans for to help the yeerly salere to the preest-e of Jesus for 
to pray for me and for my wyffe and for alle my kinred and good dowers 
in the Cherche of Melford. The wyche C* ys owyng to me by trew dett 
and covnante by the grace of God to be payd at Ester next comyng, 
to me or myn executoura by Thomas Elofi mercer of Sudbury. — Item : 
ytts full my wyll that also meche lond of profytabyll and good lyveled 
be bowte be the good consell and good mastershepp of my master John 
Clopton, wyth ye consent of mjm executours as that forseyd 0^ may 
extende unto. When the lyyelod ys bowte, itts my wyll that yt shall 
be subdewed and gevyn to the helpe and sustentacyon of the forseyd 
masse of Jesus. Item : I requerc myn executorys and beseche my master 
Clopton that this forseyd h-rclod be purved foras sone asit in:iy uergently 
ai ter mydecess: and what t ymo this torseyd lyyelod is bow to itts my yery 
wyll that Master Rychard i)o<l3 ngton now beyng Jesus prceste haye this 
fbrcscyd lyvelod : and more tliat I trust my wyfo wyll *1<> more therto 
and she may spare yt terme of his lyflebothe in sykeness and in helthe^ 
tliow ytt be so that he be beuyfysyd so that he oontynewe Jesus preeste. 
If nil : itts my wyll that he be not lemet to non o\yre to say masse, but 
at hi^ lyberte in dewe tynie. Item : itts my wyll after the decess of 
in\Ti executours that the eldest and rygth eyer la\vfully l)egotyn of the 

* It appean qneationable nhetlier, in tranacribtng ibis %'il], an frror lias oot been 
made in ita date, and whether it mLouM not be 1485. OileH Dent, the lUn^tor, did not 
make the last codicil to hia will of ^|»ril, 1484, till ^ July of 1484, and hi^i i^accenor, 
Tbomaa Aleyn, wan in>titiited in Septenilier of that year; so that Gili^ Dent waa living 
at the date given of HHrset'a will, viz. in February, 1484, though lianet therein learea 
a bequest to Dent's executors. 

2 F 
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stok of Master John Clopton shal be patron and gever of this foresejd 
supervyse as long as yt endureth. Item : itts my wyll that myn obet 
shal be kepte be the space of x yeer, and evyry yeer vi*- viii**- to bere 
the charges therof. — Item : I bequeth on to the parson of Melford or 
ys debete iiii'- to remembyre my sowle an hooU yeer in his bedroIL 
— Item : I bequeth to Annes Harset my wyff xx", and she for to be 
delyveryd v** yeerly for her sustentacyon and levyng be mv executoiys 
unto the hooll summe be payd. Item : I bequeth to my forseyd wyne 
my mancyon that stondys in the Cherche yeerd on the North esyde wjih 
alle ye comodytes therof duryng her lyffe, except ther the chyldren 
leme, in at the West ende of my place, at that I wyll shal goo atjUe on 
to that same use as longe as yt ye howse endureth. And after the 
decess of myn wyffe I graunte and wyll that yf my master Clopton in 
specyall, or any other man or woman wyll buy this forseyd howse, I 
will that the pryce therof shal be xx marks to thys entent, that yt may 
long unto the preestes that long or shall long unto the Cherche of 
Melford, and on speoyal I will that Jesus preestehave the newe parlour 
and chambour theron for his esment. Item : itts my wyll that x*^ of 
this forseyd xx marke be dysposed unto the reparacyon of our ladyes 
chapell, and the v markes that remayny th I bequeth fyve noblys to John 
Harset my broder. I bequeth to Boberte Uarset the sonne of the 
foreseyd John Harset on shorte blewe gowne wyth a dowbelet, a sherte, 
and a cappe, a peyer of hoses and peyer of shone ; and these forseyd 
shal be delyvered unto the forseyd John and Boberte after the dysore- 
cyon of my executoiys when they thynke most nede. — Item : I beiqueth 
onto my forseyd wyQe alle my howsolds that I have, and after her 
decess that she dyspose them chanrtable aft;er her own wyll for the 
wele of her sowle and myn both. — ^In aspecyall it is my wyll that myn 
wyffe shal leve in the handys of myn executours or in the handys of 
Jesus preeste my grete foldjring tabyll and a grete potto of brasse, a 
l>asen and an ewer of latyn : a chafour of latyn for colys : iiii platers 
and nil pewter dysshes, ii sawsers and a spette: an awndytyn, a bord- 
(;loth ana ii towells, a jakc and a salet and a pole : thes forsiyd bequests 
10 be occupyed yff it be so tliat the preestes be dysposed to goo to 
eomons witnjune themseltro. — Item: itts my ^vjll that yll* Jesus preeste 
wyll goo to oomons with juno his chambyr he shal ocupyc the forseyd 
stuffe. — Item : I bequeth v marke the wiche John AMiale, scliomaker^ is 
bownd bye oblygacyon to pay on to me or to niyu exc^cutours, every. 
yeer a marke unto the tynie that the forseyd fyve marke be payde, I 
wyll that the gaderes [ffatLcrers] wiche eadyr for the masse of Jesus 
slial have vi** viit*- of this forseyd of this fyve marke for this entente, to 
make upp x marke a yeer ytfit be so that Master Kychard Dodyngton 
contynew Jesus ])reeste. — Item : I bequeth unto Thomas Dt/er, child 
vtdo Hit forseyd Master Rychanl Dodynton vi'* viii*** a yeer unto the for- 
seyd fyve marke be payde off, yff it be so that ho be dysposed to be a 
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preeste, or ells not.* — Item : I bequetli unto Master Bychard Dodyngton 
a Ijtyll ^Idyng tabyll. — Item : I Dequeth nnto Mawte Grysale my aunte 
fyve marke in mone, such tyme as Thomas Eloff shal ray for the last 
bargayn that he made with me for nn dothes. — Item : 1 beqaeth unto 
the forseyd Mawte my best blew gowne and also suche parte of stoffe of 
howsold as my wyro is dysposed to depart wythall. — Item : itts my 
wyll yff any casualte falle that my goodys will not performe this my 
forseyd wyll that everye bequeste be lessened after the dyscrec^on of 
myn executours to the most plesure of Qod and helthe to my sowle : 
whom I ordeyn and make Thomas Eloff^ Master Bychard Dodyngton, 
and my wyffe Annes Harset. Item : itts my very wyll that thes forseyd 
myn executours shal have the consell and mastershep in exeoutyng of 
this my forseyd wyll of my good master John Clopton, and in speqrall 
in bying of the forseyd lonae : wiche Master Glopton I make supervysor 
of this my forseyd wyll. 

These recordes : Master Boger Smyth : Syr John Talbott : John 
Boonys : John Mason, and Bobert Bevers. 

(Proved at Melford, 15th March, A.D. 1484) 

In tlie old iMunted giMi of the ISth wmdov on the tcmth ride of iiie diiireh wts 
ea imcriptkm pimying for the eoolt of HiiMti of AgiMt hit wifi% end of John end Bobert 
As long ego ee 1688 ihii intoription wee mnoh mntikted. U hae rinee ben loit It 
would seem thet the honee mentioiied in this will wee thei efterwerds known ee the 
Piiesf s house, or the Colkge^ oonoembg whidi Dr. Bfafaie^ the Beetor, bed e kqg 
litigetion. 

1487. 

John Berde, of Mdford. 

To the bying of a Canape to hang over the blyssyd Sacra- 
ment in the aeyd parysshe cherche of Mword • . xz** 



1487, 

Jvhi FanaaUf o/Miiford. 

To the masse of Jesus kepte in the seyd parrssho cherche of 
Slelford, II acres of londo lyinge in Fotyaforde [King s Lane] for ever- 
nioro, provydydalwav that ytfy* happe the seyd masse to be loste and 
not kcpte, then I wyll the profytc or the seyd londe bo done in wez 
brennyng in the honor of that most holy name of Jesu.s in the seyd 

* This beqnett aoundii curious. How came the cdibete pricit in 1484 to here thb 
M>n t and it seems strange that this issue should be mentioned in this will, together with 
the condition annexed. Sir Bichard Dodington, priest, is recorded as having given e 
II jmnal noted to Mclford Churdu 

2 F 2 
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cherche. — Also I bequeth to the peyntyng of the Roodlofke in the seyd 
cherche, x"* in good and lawful mony. — Item : I bequeth to the reipa- 
racyon of the bellys beyng in the stepyll of the seyd cherche vi*- vnr- — 
Item : I bequeth to the reparacyon of the cawsway from the gate of the 
seyd cherche alle the lengthe of the grene xx*- — Item ; to Alys myn 
wyfie as long as she ys a wedowe my tenement lying in HaUestrete 
agenst Newe Crosse. 

Is this the same person as named in the old painted glass of the 15th window on the 
south side of the chorch, therein called Firmin, Alice being also named t 



1600. 

Richard Martyn, of Melford. 

13th June. 

My body to be buried in the South Be in Melford Church, by 
my wife, which I did make for me, my wife, and my children to 
lye inne. I bequeth XL*** to the reparacon of the said ile. Item : to 
Uie high Awter xx^ Item : to our Lady Chapell in Melford Church 
yarde xl** Item : to the 4 ordre of ffriers, that is to Bay Clare, Bab- 
well, Sudbury and the White firiers in CBmrnhrigge, eohe of thym xx*- 
Also, I bequeth to Saint Jamys Chapell in Me^rd xx** Also I will 
that eyery prest dwelling in Melford, oeing at my obite, both at Dirige 
and Masse haye eohe of them xii^ : and eyery grete derke dwelling 
within the said towne m^*, and eyery child i^, and eyery other prest 
oomyng to my sayd obite to haye mi^ And in like wise I will that 
eyery prest and derke haye at my xxx^ day. Also I will that at my 
said xxx^ day a good Diner be ordeyned for all my neighbours dweUyng 
within the said towne, bothe for riche and poore yf it please them to 
come therto. Also I will that eyery poor man tliat will come at the 
said xxx^ day and take alnics, that echo of them haye a pcny. fThen 
t'ollow further beouests for 20 year days, masses, and trentalls for his 
soul.) Item: I bequeth to the reparadon of high waves within vi 
myle of Melford xx**-. Item, I will a prest be had and ordeigned for 
over to pray for my soule [&c.] and to keep his service every holy- 
day in Melford Church, and he to sing at the Autor in the South lie 
aforsaid, and every week day at Saint Jamys Chapell: and to say 
aftro the Gospell allway Do profundis. Item I bemietu to the Manage 
of poore Maydenes in Melford xx marc [£18. 6s. 8dr]. Item ; I bequeth 
to the Maister of the CoUedge of Sudbury XL** prayeing him to hdpe 
my body to the erthe and to praye for my soule [&o. &c. &c.] 

(Will proved 11th September, 1500.) 
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1516. 

Laurence Martyn, of Melford (and London). 

lath November. 

My body to be buried in the Churche yarde of Melford Church 
on the Bouthe side by the wyndowe of the 7 sacraments. I give 
to the high Awter of Melford Church xx' Also I will it be spent 
at my vii day xx«. Item: I will there be spent at my xxx** day^ 
to preests, clerkes, and pour people xl\ but not in festinge the riche* 
people. Also I give the profites of the lands called EQe^gells and 
Keyners, lying in Monkysylly in fawte of my heires miue to the 
commontie dwelling in Melford to the discharginge of Taxys, Kyds^ 
and Subsidies forever. [He also gives a residue in certain otiier lands 
for the reparation of Melford Church for ever.] And all the residue 
of my goodsi my will perfourmed I bequeth unto Elizabeth [Cheke] 
my wjrfe soo that she doo ley a gravestone upon my grave, and doo 
my name graved theron and kepe im yere myyere day in Melford 
Church, ("&c.]. 

(Proved 16th December, 1518.) 

Executors — ^his wife Elizabeth and Sir James Hewer, his priest. 



1626. 

John HoweSp of Long Melforthe. 

To be buryed in the Churche porche of Melforthe. 

To the reparacyon of the Churche porche . . . iii^ ira** 

A slab which had been inlaid with a braas, which waa then gone from it, waa remorad 
from the church parch in, 1866 and placed within the choidL 



1626. 

Glemente Thressher, of Long Melford. 

To bye some jowell for Jhesus aulter wythyn the same 
Cliirche of Melford by the advise of my execute urs 
to be occupyed and usyd there to the honor and 
wirship of theholienamo of Jhesu • . . . xxM** vin^ 

In the pre-Reformation list of church goods this person ia described as '* Mother 
ThresRer, otherwiBe calkd Clemcnti ThreH.so, widow," and as haring bequeathed to the 
alUr of Jesos an altar-clutli of aatin, purchased in 1520, for 3 Id. Sd. 
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1534. 

Joha FysJce, of Melford. 

To be buryed wythn the Chercheyerd off Melford, nyghe on to 
the yle of Jhesus ther. 

1535. 
William Norman^ of Melford. 

I wyll have m^ of wax to be striken in vii tapers without any hart 
candle, and to be sett aboute my herse the daye of my boryinge. 

To Saint James Chappell an aulter cloath. 

To Peter my master 8 servant a twybill, a hand sawe, a hatchet, 
a stryer, and a playne. 

To Roger Coker's sonne a Goate of Dodde. 

Judging from the beqnetti, Uub man was probably a carpenter or builder. 

1535. 

Margaret Owere^ of Melford. 

Bequests of dress. 

1535. 

Roger Martyn, of Melford {Bencher of LineoMs Inn). 

20th of April. 

My Body to be buryed in the South Be in Melford Ghurche^ 
which my father caused to be made, before the image of our 
blessed lady of pyttie, betwixt my tombe and the place where 
inv last wyfe [Alice Forde] ly( th buryed r&cl. Item : I beq|ueth 
to the high Aulter xx"* At my bur}nng day 1 wille every prest dwellmg 
within the said towne of ^Iclford, and doing his dutie the said daie 
liavovi**-; and every gi*ete cliTko within the seyd towne, and doing 
tlieir dutie mi^ ; and every chiUle that can sine in the qiiero dwdline 
ill the soyd toinie to have ii"* ; and everv other childe a peny: and 
every other prest that cometli to my seyd burying daie iiii**- [Then 
follow bequests for the keeping of his 30th day, for Placebo's, Dirige's, 
Requiems, &c., for his soul ; mentioning the name of Nicholas rate 
as a great clerk of Melford ('liurch.] Item : I bequeth to the maryage 
of true poor maydens within the towne of Melford, tenne pounds : to 
every oon of them the daye of their sayd maryage fyve shillings. I 
will yf any godsone of myne help to bere me to church ho to have for 
his labour xii^ Item : because common dooles be prohibit and put 
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awaye be Act of Parlyament, therefor I have wrytten my mynde 
herafter, how, and in what forme I will have usyd at my burying daye 
to poor people within the towne of Melford : and in like wise at my 
xxx" daye for the comfort of my soule. — I will the preest [endowed by 
his father] have every yere more for his salarie xx'- to sing yerely 
every weke daye in the weke in saynte Jamys Chapell in Melford : and 
every holydaie at Melford Churche, helping furthward the service of 
God. — I will have an obytt kept every yere in Melford Church for 
my fathers soule and myn for evermore to endure, and yerely to be 
gevyn and distributed XLVi*- vin^ in forme folowing : that is to seye, to . 
prests, clerks, and childem within the quire, and ringing of the greate 
bell Tenne shillings : and Thirtie shillings in peces of beef and good 
loves made of wheate to be delyvered the next daye before any seyd 
yerely obytt daye to the poor creatours, householders in Melford as ys 
nede to give Almes to, to pray for my fathers soule and myn : and 
VI*- viii^ to twenty coppyle meane persones, man and wyfe, to offer 
their devosion yerely at the offering of the masse, and every copill to 
recey ve at the sayd offering iiii*- [A bequest of a reversion as follows] : 
Two partes therof to the poor creatours in Melford in brede and 
flesshe every yere against Christmas : and in Lenton, herring red and 
white. And the third parte, to the comfort of Melford Church, saynte 
Jamys Chappell in Melford, and high waves. — ^Item, I bequeth to mv 
lorde of Bury [Abbot John Reeve de Melford] of the money he owith 
me, whiche ys fourtye pounds, Tenne pounds therof, so he paye the 
rest to myne executours, trusting he will remember my soule, and be 
good Lorde to myn heyre. — Item : I bequeth and give my greate sylver 
Sensors lying in my chest in my counter to Melford Church, to serve 
the worship of Jesus for evermore, and my soule to be remembred 
therfore in the suffragis of the parissheners. Item : I bequeth to 
M'- Awdely, now my lorde Chauncellor for a poor rcmembraunce, a 
greate salte of sylver percoU gilt, lying in my countc^r in the chest I 
sytt on. Item : I bequotli to Sir Thomas Jermyn, knight, for a poor 
rcmembraunce, my kervin;^ great knyves with gilt lialftis. Item: I 
bequeth to my lady ^lilborne [her husband, a native of ^lelford, was 
Lord Mayor of London 1621] for a poor romembraiince a Ringe of 
golde with a stone, and two olde Nobles. Item : I bequeth to tht* 
fieremytt now lying and lei/i(i at Saynt Jamys ChajuU in Melford an 
Aungell noble of gold, Ibr to bye hym there>v}'th n C(He, and so to 
have every yere tone ycaros immedyatly after my doth [ic. &gJ\. 
(Will proved at London, 14th October, 1542.) 

This is a very long will, and contains many be(iuests besides those 
here enumerated. 
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1638. 
James Hewer [Mr. MartyrCe ^>r£es<], of Mdford. 

To everie of the twoo parisshe Clarkes iii^* 

To everie of my maisters pore folkes which he useth to give ahnes 
onto at Saint James Chappell • 

To the reparacyons of Saint Jamys Chappell iii'' nn** 

To Roger Martyn my bibill bounden in twoo partis and my 
cowcher lieinge in my maister's chappell, — and my iHat coffer with a 
springe lockke. 

To Sir John Skorre, Jhesus preest, my booke which he hath in 
kepinge, oon payer of Bedis of jasper of ten bedes, with n silver 
bedes at everie ende and a litill silver ringe. 

1543. 
Sir William Bretyner^ preest of Melforde.* 

I geve to the reparacions of Melforde Chirche by the discrecion of 
myne executors xiii*- nn^, soe that the parishnors and chirchwardens 
be contented that I shal have mybunall within the same Chirche; 
ells not. 

I will that there shal be distributed and geven at everie of the 
daies of my buriaU, and thirtie daie, by myne executors or there 
assignes amongst preestes, clarkes, and peer peple of the same towne 
of Melforde xl** of'^lawful mony of En^lande ; and speciaOie amongst 
the peer, aged and needie persons as bene bedrede, lame and blynde, 
by the discretion of myne executors. And amongst them and other 
straunge peple beinff peer comynge and bein^ at my seyd buriall, I 
will that my sayde Executors shal geve and distribute xxvi"* vm^, and 
more ^ neede require, dosyerinffe and requhingo the same peer peple 
to praie for my soule and nil Xpian soules : and after the distribu- 
tion of the same allmes I will that monidon and wnrninge be gevea 
11X1 to all the same poor ]h pk' that they shal not resorte nor com unto 
my seyd thirtie dayo for any doale, oonsideringo yt ys ]>rohibit by the 
lawe. But all such as slial be appoynted to liavo and reoeve the 
same shal have and rece\^ c the same at there owne liowses. My obit 
to be kept for 10 yeres. And to spende everye yero yerelie at my 
sayde obytt among preestes, darks, and peer pe])le of the same townOy 
r>Tipinge of belles, and ly tinge of candells xvi^vui'* Item: I geve 
unto my good Ladye Dame Thomasyne Glopton, a pledge that I have 
of hers, of dyvers coynes of golde of the valew of mi'*- 

To Mary Glopton my goddowghter XL*- of lawfull mouy, and a 
sufferante of golde. 

* He waa not a rector, but probably one of tbo chantry priests. 
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1544. 
John Gcmndysh [GavendisK] of Long Melford^ Freest. 

My body to be buryed within the Chirch of the sayde towne of 
Long Melforde. — Item : I will ther be bestowed at my buriall daye 
to foure preests ii^ and to Sir Robarte Reader vi^ and unto three 
clarkes ur a pece, and unto three chyldren in** : and I will there be 
xn poer men abowte my herse and eche of them to have ii** a piece. 
Also to the light and the grave makinge, and the soule knell, and the 
rynginge of fJl the bells I will there be bestowed nn^ 

Item : I will there be geven the same daie to poer folkes at there 
howsen within the towne of Melford xx** And also I will there be 
bestowed the same daye in meate and drinke amongst honest neigh- 
bours that shal please to be at my buriall where my executours will 
appoynt them xxvi** viii*' — Item: I will there be bestowed at my 
seventh daye xx^ — Itm, : I will there be bestowed at my xxx*** daye to 
prests, clarks, also to the poer peple of Melforde at there howsen, and 
unto other honest peple in meate and drinke, lyke manner as I have 
before apoynted them at my buriall daie. — I wyll and bequethe unto 
the two women that shal wvnde me vm^, and unto mi men that shal 
bere me to the church and laye me in the grave, eche of them mi^ 
Item : I will there be kept a yearely obytt for me and my frendes in 
Melford Church as long as my executors shal have in there handes of 
my goodys, and thereoppon yearelie to be bestowed to prestos, clarks, 
and speciallie to the poer peple, and the comforte and releve of 
prisoners xxvi** viii** 

[He left a reversion of property to nephews and niecesj^to provide 
a taper of one poxmde waxe to bume afore the sepulchre at Ester tyme 
the space of vm yeare next after my decesse*^ 

My best carpett cosbyu as yt will laste to rema\nie to Melforde 
Church under this condicion that yt be used in the parson's seate for 
hym or his parishe preesto uppon the holy daies : so that yt be thus 
used, or ells to be at the wyl of my executors or supemsor. 

John OaTeDdiflL was not a rector, nor was tlie person whose will here foUows, ThomaH 
Hoore. Both were probably chantry priesta. 



1545. 

Sir Tliomas Hoore, preest, of Melford. 

I will that myn executors or there assignes shal provide and bye 
as moche good whyte and wheaten brcade as shal amounte tmto we 

2 Q 
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somme of tenne shillings yf they convenientlie maie have yt ; which 
breade I will that my saide executors, or there assignes shal distribute 
^^^ gy^G the dide of my buriall amonj^es poer peple of the same toune 
at there dyscretions : and for lacke of breade to gyve as moche mony. 
Item : I wQl that my saide executors shal dystribute and geve the sayde 
daie of my buriall amonges prestos, clarkes, candells, and ringinge of 
belles, as it shal seme onto them conveniente and mete after the rate 
of my poer degre by there dyscretions. 

I bequeth to Bichard Msxljne^ Esquier, my byble and my booke 
caUed ** the Castell of helth." 

To Mr. Roger Martyne, his sonne, my litle booke called '^ the 
OasteUofhelth.'^ 

This book, the ^' OuUe of Health," mm one of the many gntTe and learned w oifa by 
Sir Thomas Elyot^ and was written in 1541. Elyot^ who was knighted bj Heuy YIIL, 
died in 1646. 



1649. 

Bchert Moore^ fuUer^ of Me/ford. 

I gyve onto the poore ffolks boze to those of the samepoore ffolks 
within the sayde toune n^ 



1650. 

John Cawger^ the Elder^ yeoman, of Me^ord. 

Bequest of certain furniture. 

This person and tho following one were drarehwaidens of M<'lford together, in 1049. 
John CkwjgafUf other^dse Giigor's, fiOher, Boberti left five pouxicl.i to the chmrah, wkkh 
John paid about 1544. 

1668. 

Slmun Colman, clothier, of Mcljord. 

A payement of xl' ycarlie to the Cherchcwardens of Melford to 
be paide within the Churche of Melforth at tbo place called Jhesua 
Aulter on the soutlic sydc of the Churche at the fcstc of All Saintes, 
betwene the howres of tenne and foure of the daie for ever. And the 
saide mony so receyved by the saide Cherchewardons to geve and 
distribute uiito the porcst peple of Melforth at the feste aforesaide or 
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within twentie daies after the saide feste of All Saintes, and the saide 
Cherchewardens do make yearelj thereof accompte onto the parsonne 
of the same toune of Meliorthe and onto vi or viii of the cheife of the 
parrish upon Sainte Stephans dale nezte insuinge the saide feste of All 
Baintes, and the saide Cherchewardens yerdy tSs: for there paines xn** 
of the same mony. 

1669. 
Oyles ShoAJoe^ of Mdford. 
Bequest of quern and other utensils. 



2 G 2 
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CHAPTER IX. 

HELFORD HALL AND KANOB. 

INSEPARABLE in its rise and progress as is the history of the 
Church from that of Melford generally, scarcely less so is that of 
Melford Hall and its appurtenant manor, and especially during the 
period from the Conquest to the Refonnation, for its owners, the 
successive abbots of St. Edmund's, were the lords paramount, and 
Melford, with most of its inhabitants, was under their sway. 

In Chapter I. the particulars have been already recorded of the 
gift of Melford and its manor to the Abbey by Earl Alfric, in the time 
of Edward the Confessor. In the ^' Nigr. Regist. de Vestiario '' of 
St Edmund's, foL 124, 125, and in the Register of Walter Pinchbeck, 
p. 178, there is a schedule of the Abbey lands, the heading of which, 
(translated from the Latin) runs thus : — ** These are the manors which 
St Edmund [the Abbey] had in his demesne, and these are the lands 
of his men (vassals and feudatories], which they also hdd at the time 
when, by order of King William, a survey of all England was made on 
sworn oath as to eveir one's lands, that each person, on interrogatoxy, 
should relate the truth as to his own land and property, and also aa 
regarded others who dwelt in his neighbourhood. These the saint 
[Abbev] and his men also held at the time when the said king was 
alive." 

In the schedule is then described : — 

*' In Melford: 12 carrucates of land: 17 villeins : 30 bordars, and 
2 socmen holding 80 acres." 

The Domesday Book of 1086 more fully details the Abbey 
possessions in Melford, as has been already described, and these 
particulars may be yet further amplified ; and they are also confirmed 
by the survey of the 14tli of EdinnEurd I., a.d. 1237, compiled finom the 
report of Salomon of Rochester, Thomas do Suilington, Richard de 
Boiland, and Walter do If opton, the king's justiciaries itinerant. This 
was set forth in the White Register of the Abbey, fohos 119 and 247 
(also in the Register Pinelibeck, folio 234, and in Abbot John de 
Konvold's Melford Chartulary), in which the description commenced 
with a recital of an ancient survey. This older record (translated fix)m 
the monkish Latin) runs as follows : — 



MELFOUD HALL AND HANOB. 229 

" The Abbot of St. Edmund, as Lord of Melford, holds a manor 
in this vill from the king in chief, by a free grant in perpetuity, as 
well as by the right of his lordship of St. Edmimd. And there are in 
the same eight hundred acres of arable land, twenty-four acres of 
mowing meadow, fifty-three acres of separable pasture, and three 
himdred and sixty acres of wood. And he has rights over this manor 
of Furca and Tumberell ; also of Bussellus, Lagen, and other measures ; 
and to hold in frankpledge and to implead all trespassers ; and he has 
rights of Barony ; and he has also the right of use of his vassals' working 
cattle ; and he has Infangthef and free warren over his lordship, and • 
he has two water-mills, and free right of Boar and Bull. 

** The advowson and gift of the Church of Melford also belongs to 
the Abbot ; and this church is endowed with two hundred and thirty- 
six acres of land, ten and a half acres of meadow, eleven acres of pasture, 
and four acres of woodland, from the gift of Alfiic, son of Widgar [or 
Withgar], formerlv the lord of the said barony. 

'' The said Abbot also possesses in this vill [township!, in the said 
lordship, six hundred acres of arable land, which his villeins hold of 
him with their messuagos ; he also has four acres of land, which his 
cottars hold of him." 

From the above it appears that the Abbot's rights over his manor 
of Melford were virtually unlimited, even embracing the power of life 
and death ; for he had the right of '*Furoa," or fallows, on which he 
could han^ felons. He had also ** Tumbcnrdl," or the right of pillory, 
on which he could punish misdemeanants, and also scolds and unquiet 
women among his vassals. And he further had '* Infangthef," or the 
ri^ht to pass judgment for any theft committed, or on snj thief taken, 
within his manor. He appears also to have had the privilege of assize 
of food and drink ; for he claimed ** Bussellus,'' or the right to control 
all measures in his manor, his own bushel to be the standard for all ; 
and *' Lagen," or the measure for liquid, in like manner. As regards 
his two water-mills, ho had almost a monopoly of milling ; for no person 
except a freeman could have his com ground at any other mill than the 
lord's. Besides the right of use of his vassals' working cattle, the 
privily of Boar and Bull above mentioned was an oppressive and 
vexatious one, for the lord could depasture these animab at will on 
the meadows or lands of any person within liis manor. The Abbot 
also claimed numerous personal services from his manorial tenants, 
including the ploughing of his demesne lands, the reaping his com, and 
his havmaking : and his bordarii had to rear fowls for his supply. 

The following curious rent-roll of this manor in the year 1287 
gives the rents and suits and services of tenants of lands. The statu- 
tory oath of fealty from a freeman to his lord, ran thus : holding his 
hand on the Scriptures, he said, ** Hear you, my lord, tJiat I shall be to 
you both faithful and true, and shall owe my faith to you for the land 
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tliat I hold, and lawfully shall do such oustoms and services as mj duty 
is to you, at the times assigned. So help me God and all his saints. 

The villein's oath to his lord in like manner, ran as follows: 
*' Hear you, my lord, that I from this day forth imto ^ou shall be true 
and faithful, and shall owe you fealty for the land which I hold of you 
in viUeinage : and that no evil or damage will I see concerning you, 
but I will defend and warn you to my power : so help me Gbd and all 
his saints.'' 

Some of the names in the following rent-roll deserve special notice. 
Translated from the Latin text, it runs thus :— 

The Beoisteb of Abbot John de Nobwold, ** de itinere Salamonis de 
Boff : et sociorum suorum/' made in the 14tih andtheb^iimimrof 
the 15th year of the reign of King Edward L, son of ^ng 
Henry III., a.d. 1287. As in the 247Ui page of the Begister 
Pinchbeck, and in folios 174 and 234, and in the Abbey Register. 

The Chartulary of Abhot John de Norwold. 

A.D. 1287. 

Boger de Boleneye holds from the Abbot xxim acres of arable land, 
m acres of meadow, v acres of pasture, at 12 shillings a year of the 
above-named feoff, for himself and his tenants [the uitfive words are 
almost obliterated in the original Latin texf]. 

Bobert de Boleneye, his brother, holds fi*om the above Boger 
1 acre [rest obliterated]. 

Tha lands still otUed the Bulns/s and Biiliiij-iiioon probaUy deiiTMl tliflir BaiMi 
from this fiunily. 

John Peytenyn holds of the said Boger 1 acre of meadow fiir 2 
pence a jesLvtalmost obliterated]. 

Walter Sercarius liolds of the said Boger n ncros of land for 8 
pence a year. 

Bobert Bridebec holds of the Abbot a messuage, xxx acres of land, 
III acres of meadow, and iiii acres of pasture for 8 shillings a year, and 
3 suits to the Manor Court annually. 

Peter Porterose holds of the said Boger i acre of land for 8 pence 
a year; also ii cottars hold of the said Boger half an acre of land with 
thoir cottages for 12 pence a year. 

William de Melforde holds of the said Abbot lxiii acres of land, m 
roods of meadow, and vii acres of pasture for 21 shillings a year, hj 
himself and his tenants. 

His daughter Joan married Alexander de Walsham, Lord of the Manor of Bkt)ddqr« 

Bichard Dune holds of the said William vn acres of land for 20 
{jonce a year. 
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Hervej Kenege holds of the said William m acres of land for 12 
pence a year. 

Alan Boydon holds of the said Abbot xli acres of land and i acre of 
meadow for 6 shillings and 4 pence a year, and 2 suits to the Manor 
Court. 

Robert Yue holds of the said Abbot xiv acres of land and i acre of 
meadow for 5 shillings and 4 pence a year. 

Adam Wyth holds of the same Abbot xvni acres of land, and vi 
acres of meadow, and i acre of pasture for 10 shillings and 4 pence a 
year. 

Robert de Wolpet [Woolpit] holds in the said town from the said 
Abbot I acre and a half of land for 6 pence a year. 

Gilbert le Son holds of the Abbot n acres of land for 2 shillings a 
year. 

Henry, son of Robert the reaper, holds of the said Robert [de 
Wolpet] I acre and a half of land for sixpence halfpenny a year. 

John Peytenyn holds of the Abbot xxx acres of land, mi acres of 
meadow, and m acres of pastmre for 7s. 9d. a year, and one pound of 
cumin. 

Also the same John holds of Sir (Gerard de Wachesham xxx acres of 
arable land, which the said Sir (Gerard holds of Sir Peter de Ghalesworth 
lCheUtoarth\ and Sir Peter again holds of the Earl of Gloucester, and 
the Earl holds of the Emg. And the said John pays to Sir (Gerard for 
the said holding, for himself and his tenants, a fourth part of a pound 
of peppercorns. 

In 1279, Sir Oerard de Wtchgsham is mentaonad m lofd of Stamiead. The eari 
named here was OObert de Clare, snmamed ^'the Rod," 3rd Earl of Gloooesier and 
TthEarlofHertfoid. 

John the merchant holds of the above-named John v acres of 
land of the feoff of tlie Abbot for 2s. 2d. a year. 

Bobert de Wolpet holds of the same John vii acres of land and n 
acres of pasture, which are part of the before-mentioned xxx acres of 
land belongmg to the aforesaid feoff of Clare ; and he pays for his part 
38d. ay^ar. 

mlliam Pede holds of the said John ii acres and a half of land, of 
thefeoffofthe said Earl, and pays for his land 14 pence a year. 

Marc the carpenter holds of the said John i acre of land for 
1 6 pence a year. 

Walter Dypel holds of the said John i acre for 5 pence IialQ>enny 
a year. 

Clarus le Chalmiere [P the thatcher] holds of the said John 1 acre 
and a half of land for 16 pence a year. 

Robert Deine holds of the said John i acre and lu roods of land 
for 4 pence. 
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Alex de Sundesliam holds of Petronilla PeTienyn ii acres of land 
for 9d. a year, and the said Petronilla holds of the Lord Abbot of 
St Edmund. 

Geoffry, son of Thomas, holds of the said Abbot xxi acres of 
arable land and m acres of meadow and pasture for half a maro of 
money [6s. 8d.] a year, and 8 suits to the Manor Court. 

&alph Pottok holds of the said Oeoffry u acres and i rood of land 
at 8d. a year. 

Walter Dypil holds of the said Gteoffrj i acre and a half of land 
for 6d. a year ; and Gilbert Sad holds of the said (Jeoffry im acres of 
land for 18d. a year. 

William Pede holds from the said Geofiry m acres of land for 
lid. a year. 

Isabell Caldwell holds i acre of land and half an acre of pasture for 
20d. a year. 

Robert de Berton holds of the said Qeoffvj y acres of arable land 
for lOd. a year. 

•..•..*..• [part effaced by injwry to (he parchmefW] 
y acres of land from Bobert de Berton for lid. a year. 

*•.*••*••* [part effaced] said feoff a messuage and 
II acres of land for 82d. a year, and 3 suits to the Manor Court. 

•..*..•..• ipart effaced^ hut from tohat follows in the 
next entry one of the effaced names was Marlm] nn acres and a half 
of land for 24d. a year. 

Hugh, son of Arnold, holds of the said Martin m aorea of land 
for 6d. a year. 

Alan, son of Jordan, holds of the said Martin u acres and la roods 
of land for Sd. a year. 

William Elys holds from the said Martin ii acres of land for 
4d. a year. 

The name of ELju oontinued in Mdford for tevend oentarics. 

(jkdfridus Deniel holds of the said Martin iv acres and a half of 
land for 14d. a year. 

Also the said Martin has 5 free tenants who hold in all I rood of 
land of the said feofi, with their houses, for 2s. 4d. a year. 

Hemy, son of Bobert the reaper, holds of the said Abbot I aore 
of land for Id. a year. 

Dominus John de Beaucliamp * holds in chief from the said Abbots 
of the same feoff, without intermediary, a messuage and cxx acres of 

* This was a member of the old knightlj family of De Bellocampo, of whom many 
members were buried in the old prioiy church of Sudbury. Tlie arms of the fionfly in 
the time of Henry IIL were, Gules, a less between six billets Or. — <* Antiqiiarian 
Reijcrtory,*' p. 97. 
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arable land, iv acres of meadow, and n acres of pasture for 8s. a year, 
and 3 suits annually to the Manor Court. 

Robert Orapynel holds of the said Sir John, of the aforesaid feoff, 
X acres of land ror 4s. a year. 

Also the said Sir John has in free tenure from the said feoff, iii 
roods of land, which his free tenants hold of him for Ss. 6d. a year. 

Eobert le Neuman holds from the said Robert (Orapynel i acre 
and i of land for Id. a year. 

John de Cramaville holds from the said Abbot oxx acres of arable 
land, X acres of mowing meadow, xx acres of separable pasture, and 
two water-mills, of this feoff, for 30s. a year, for himself and his tenants, 
and 3 suits to the Court of the Manor.* 

The same John holds vi acres of arable land and n acres of 
meadow, which his villeins hold from him, with their houses, and he has 
also two cottars, who hold one acre and a rood of land for 16d. a year, 
and one cottar for 9d. a year. 

William, son of Hugo, holds of the said John v acres of land and 
m acres of meadow for 22d. a year. 

John de Lausel iLawahall] holds of the said John xn acres of 
land and ii acres of meadow for 6d. a year. 

Geofiry de Belenye [BtUney] holds of the same John i rood of 
land for 1^. a year. 

Alan de Bokewode holds in chief of the said Abbot xxx acres of 
land and x acres of meadow, and xvin acres of pasture for 12d. a year, 
and 3 suits to the eeneral court of the Abbot. The said Alan has 
eight free tenants, who hold i acre and a half of land for Ss. a year. 

Alan de Rookwood was thirtj jmn old at tUt date. He was made'Vloe^Dean of 
Sodbmy.— {See Ccdlum'B ^ Hawttoad.'^ He married Etixabeth de CSerbecke^ a member 
of a £unily Teiy eariy settled at Aeton, in Suffolk. 

William Fussho holds of the said Alan u acres and a half of land 
for 13d. a year. 

Robert le Neumaii holds vni acres of land among his tenants at 
2d. a year. 

Julian Galint and his son Ralph hold of the Abbot in chief Tii 
acres of arable land for 2id. a year. 

William de Busso holds of the said Julian i aero of meadow for 
Id. ay«ur. 

Walter Wliithune holds of the Abbot a messuage and iv acres of 
land for 20^d. a year, and the same Walter has v tenants under the 
same feoff, who hold free, in all, it acres of land for l&|d. a year. 

* This was the land on Craofield farm, which for 400 years after oontiniied to 
be described as '* alias Cramavilles/' and the mills were probably on the site of what was 
Hun mills, afterwards the |»ai>er-niilL The two milLi are in another place described as 
beinff nnder one rood 

^ 2h 
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William Gamen holds a messuage, iv acres of land, and u acres 
and a half of pastm^ for 10s. a year. 

Thomas, the cordwainer, holds v acres of land and a messuage of 
the said Abbot for 34d. a year, and 3 suits to the Manor Court. 

Gilbert le Son holds of the said Thomas i messuage and n acres 
and a half of land for 12d. a year, and the same Thomas has 3 cottars 
who hold in all 1 rood of land at 17d. a year. 

Adam Baysun holds of the Abbot i messuage and vn acres of land 
for 2s. a year. 

Isabella GFruddi holds of the Abbot iv acres of land for 14*id. 
a year. The said Isabel has 8 cottages which 8 free cottars hold 
for 3s. 11^. a year. 

Richard Dune holds of the said Abbot a messuage for 4s. 4d. a 
year and m suits to the Manor Court. 

Walter Bercarus holds of the said Richard 1 acre and a half of 
land for 4d. a year. 

Gemeys Congeley holds n acres of land of the said Richard for 6d. 
a year. 

Roger Positus holds of the said Richard n acres and m roods of 
meadow for 8d. a year. 

Walter Dipil holds of the said Richard i acre and a half of land 
for 6d. a ^ear. 

William the merchant holds of the said Richard m roods of land 
for Id. a year. 

Ralph Puttok holds of the said Richard n acres of land for 6dL 
a year. 

John the miller holds of the said feoff a messuage from Peter 
Porterose, and he again from Richard Dune, for 8id. a year. 

Robert Dune holds of the said Richard v acres of land for 19|d. 
a year. 

(Gemeys holds of the Abbot a messuage and i acre of land for Sd. 
a year. 

GKIbert Wade holds of the Abbot i rood of land for Id. 

Robert de Sell holds of the said Abbot a messuage, zv acres of 
land, and i aero of meadow, for 7s. 6d. a year, and 3 suits to the Manor 
Court 

Robert, son of Walter, holds of the above Robert iv acres of land 
and I acre of meadow for 16d. a year. 

Walter Muriel holds of the said Robert i acre of land for 6d. a year. 

Gilbert Hervey holds of the said Robert iii roods of land for Id. 
a year. 

Juliana Gralant holds of the said Robert a messuage for Id. a year. 

John the cowherd holds half an acre of land for 2d. a year. 

Thomas, son of Positus, holds ii acres of land for 5d. a year. 

Petronilla Pey tenyn holds ii acres of meadow for Id. a year. 
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Gilbert de Pantria holds of the said Abbot a messuage and xv 
acres of land, and m roods of meadow, for half a marc [6s. 8d.] a year. 
His cottars for 6d. a year. 

This was on the present High Street farm, where the land is still called << Pantries.'* 

Robert, son of Walter, holds of the said Abbot a messuage, with 
Lxvu acres of land, n acres of meadow, n acres of pasture, and i acre of 
wood, for 8s. 8d., and 3 suits to the Manor Court. 

The same Robert holds also vni acres of land and i acre of 
pasture of the feoff of the said Abbot, and pays to Sir William de 
Valence 29d. 

Richard Lytel holds of the said Abbot a messuage and u acres and 
a half of land for 3^. a year. 

Robert, son of Walter, holds m acres of land from John Hamelyn 
for 2d. a year. 

William de Busso holds ni acres of land from the said Robert for 
one clove a year. 

Geoffry, son of Alan, holds of the said Abbot xv acres of land, ni 
acres of meadow, n acres of pasture, and y acres of wood ; doing for 
this to the Court of the Hundred of Babbergg [Babergh] half a suit [or 
service] a year. 

Also Oeofiry holds of the said Abbot xv acres of land at 4d. a 
year. 

Ralph de Elmeswell holds of the said (Jeofl&y n acres and a half 
of wood for Id. a year. 

William de Fyro holds of the said Geoffiy a messuage and v acres 
of land for 6d. a year. 

William, the son of the blacksmith, holds of the said Geoffiy a 
messuage and i acre of land for 12d. a year. 

JuUana Gralant holds of the said Geoffry xi acres and a half of 
land for 4d. a year. 

John the merchant holds of John de Lausel iii acres and m roods 
of land for 12d. ; and the latter John holds from Sir (}erard de 
Wachesham, and the said Sir Gerard holds from Sir Peter de 
Chalesworth, and the said Sir Peter holds from the Earl of Gloucestre, 
and he from the Kin^. 

Richard le Parker [park-keeper] holds of the said Abbot xxxiiii 
acres of land, ii acres of meadow, ana i acre of pasture for ISs. and 8 
suits a year to the Manor Court. 

John Peytenyn holds from the said Richard i acre of pasture for 
13d. a year. 

Richard de Eya holds from the said Richard ii acres and in roods 
of arable land and in roods of pasture for 18d. a year. 

William Sweyn holds of the said J. [?] a messuage and iin acres 
of land for 4s. 1^. a year. 

2 H 2 
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John Feytenyn holds of the said William ii acres of land for 13d. 
a year. 

Bobert de Wulpet [Woolpit] holds from the said William nn acres 
of land for 12d. a year. 

William del Husso holds of Sir John de Beauchamp a messuage, 
with X acres of arable land, for 3s. a year. 

Balph de Elmeswell holds from the said Abbot a messuage, with 
XVI acres of land, for 4s., payable to the Hospital of St. Saviour of 
St. Edmund. 

Bo this land, though alienated hj Abbot Sampaon's grant to St Sayiour^aii was atfll 
feudatozy to the Abbot 

Fetronilla Feytenyn holds of the said Balph vm acres of arable 
land for 2s. 0^. a year. 

Sir William de Valence holds of the said Balph vn acres of arable 
land for 8d. a year. 

Geoffiy and Bichard, brothers of Sir William, hold of the said 
Bal]^ m acres and a half of land for 3id. a year, and half a service to 
the Hundred of Babbergg, and 3 suits to the Manor Court of the Abbofe 
of St. Edmund. 

John, son of Alan, holds of the said Abbot lx acres of land, nn 
acres of meadow, and m acres of pasture for 6s. 9d. a year, and 8 suits 
to the Manor Court 

Eabell, son of William, holds of the said John m acres of land for 
12d. 

Fetronilla Feytenyn holds in the township of Melford of the feoff 
of the Earl of Gloucestre, xlvi acres of land and i rood of pasture, and 
pays yearly a quarter of a pound of pepper to Sir Gfles de Wachesham. 
And Sir Giles holds from Sir Feter ae Chalesworth ; and Sir Feter 
fix)m the Earl of Gloucestre ; and the said Earl holds in chief fix)m the 
King. 

Besides tlie land which Sir William dc Valence held as a sub- 
tenant of the Abbot, as already mentioned, ho also held the manor of 
Eentwell, which is included in the rent-roll of the Abbot's fi'ee tenants. 
This manor had been granted to De Valence between 1252 and 1272, 
as more fully ex])lainod in Chapter VII. With Eentwell the manor of 
Lntons was held of the Abbot in free socage for 16d. a year in lieu of 
all services ; and the manor of Blakes in like manner for 6d. a year. 

The roll of Do Valence's manor runs thus : — 

Sir William do Valence holds a manor in Melford of OOOLX acres 
of land, IV acres of meadow, v acres of pasture, xvii acres of wood, and 
one windniDl ; and he holds a warren in chief from the king by one 
knight's service. The said Sir William holds in this town lq acres 
of land, which his villeins hold of him. 
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Stephen de Sidulvemere holds of the said Sir William xx acres of 
land for his under tenants at 20 pence a year. 

The place whence this Stephen took his name wis alao spelt Sidolyes Mere : it was 
near Ballingdon, and there was there a chapel of the Brothers of St Thomas the Martyr. 

John, son of Capell, holds of the said Sir William x acres of land 
for his under tenants at 10 pence a year. 

Matilda Wodefoyle holds of the same Sir William x acres of land 
for 10 pence. 

William Maupas holds for himself and his parceners a messuage 
and X acres of land for 10 pence a year. 

From all these curious and elaborately detailed accounts it will 
be noticed how greatly rentals varied, and into what small portions 
the holdings came to be divided by the process of repeated sublettings, 
at a considerable profit. Some of the very small rents named were 
doubtless only manorial rents combined with services. Thus some of 
the land bears only a rent of one-third of a penny per acre ; some a 
halfpenny. A £Ebrm of 126 acres, at three fSur^iings per acre ; and in 
the case of a messuage, with two water-mills and 140 acres of excel- 
lent land, at the present Cranfield, the rental for the whole lot was 
only £1. 10s. However, where real rents can be arrived at with any 
degree of certainty, it appears that some exceptionable arable land was 
let as high as Is. 2d. per acre; but the average may be struck at 
about 5d. per acre for arable land here. Pasture, however, was dearer, 
and mowmg meadows let for considerably more. As a comparison, 
it may be noted that arable land at Hengrave, of a poorer quality than 
the soil here, was worth, in the year 1264, 4d. per acre rent; 
meadows Is. per acre ; but it must be borne in mmd throughout, 
that personal and other services were exacted besides the money rent, 
from the tenants. About the time of this cbartulary (1287) land was 
commencing to rise in value; and by the^ followm^ survey, which 
Abbot John do Tym worth caused to be made of his Melford lands in 
1886, it will be noticed that a much higher vahie was estimated than 
that of 100 years before. The rent of arable land then rose to an 
average of /d. per acre; pasture to Is. Sd. ; while the mowing 
meadows, which it is true in this case were accommodation lands of a 
fancy value, were priced at the then very high rental of Ss. 9d. per 
acre. A hundred years subsequently we find the crop of hay from an 
acre estimated at the value of 5s. 

Woodland was then, in comparison, of far higher value than at 
present ; for it not only furnished the chief supply of fuel and building 
material, but it was also an important feeding-ground for stock, with 
its beech -mast and nuts and acorns. In the Domesday book Melford 
is described as possessing woodland, giving enough mast and acorns 
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for depasturing sixty hogs ; wliich would have been about eight acres 
to a hog. One point in these surveys must attract attention ; it is the 
very small proportion which the grass-land bore to the arable. In 
Domesday ibooc, 1086, the grass-land mentioned in Melford, which 
was probably only the mowing meadow land, is recorded as 50 acres. 
In 1287, mowing meadows are measured separatelv from pastures. 
On the Melford manor and De Valence's manor together, there were at 
that date about 92 acres of mowing meadow and 134 acres of pasture ; 
Saint Saviour's had 8 acres of mowing meadow and 3^ acres of 
pasture ; and the Rectory manor had 3f acres of meadow and 14 acres 
of pasture ; making the total of the grass-land in Melford 265^ acres. 
It is at the present day 1,083 acres ; and yet, owing to its natural 
situation in the valley, tiiere was more grass-land here in the olden 
time than was usually the case ; for, comparing with other localities at 
the same period, the proportion of mowing meadow here would have 
been only about 78 acres. In those days, and indeed for long after, the 
cultivation of grain was the main object of apiculture, for, except in 
great houses, meat was seldom a ^neral article of food ; bread and 
salt-fish being the principal diet of the lower classes ; and the great 
number of fast days observable before the R^ormation must have 
tended still further to lessen the consumption of animal food^ while it 
increased that of vegetable production. There was, however, in addi- 
tion to the grass-land, a portion of feeding-ground which should be 
taken into account ; for tne borders of the arable lands were then 
wide, with large hedges and bushes, and these headlands probably 
grew a considerable quantity of roueh cattle-food. It was not till the 
commencement of the 16th century uiat pasture became really valuable, 
and that restrictions were made against breaking it up ; for we then 
find that if a tenant broke up and sowed with com any pasture, the 
landlord was to have one half of the crop grown thoreon ; and in 1628 
there is a covenant in a lease, that from pasture broken up without 
permission the tenant w:i8 to forfeit the entu'o crop. 

SuEVET of the Makou of Melford, according to Abijot Joen Ttxwobtb's 

CllABTULABT of A.D. 1336. 

Extent : Manerii predicti prout scquitiu*. 

Translated from the Latin text. 

This record was made on an inquisition in a Court of the Manor 
by Walter Eench, Koger Stalon, Richard Nel, Walter Nel, Bobert 
Chiep, Walter Chiep, Richard Stalon, Henry Proudfot, Henry Goche, 
Thomas Hey^vard, Robin Bryon,and William le Shephirde, who declare 
on their oatlis that the contents and values arc as follows, on a 
measurement in perches of 16^ feet. 
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ArabU Ltmd. PerAew. 

In the field called Le Melnefelde, wliioh contains ozxx acres 

of land, and which is worth £4. 178. 6d. a year, being 

at the rate of 9 pence. 

In the same field Gxxx acres, wortli £2. Ss. 4d., being at the 

rate of • 4 pence. 

In Estonfelde o acres, worth £3. 15s. a year, being at the 

rate of . 9 pence. 

In the same field OLxm acres, worth £2. 14s. 4d., being at 

the rate of . 4 pence. * 

In Addemefelde oxzyi acres and m roods, worth £5. 5s. 7^, 

being at tbe rate of . • • • . • • .10 pence. 
In the same field lx acres, worth £1, being at the rate of . 4 pence. 
In Yynyonnestoft xi acres and a half, worth 9s. 7d., being 

at the rate of 10 pence. 

In the field called Chisewyk xzv acres, worth £1. Os. lOd., 

being at the rate of 10 pence. 

In Le Buhieye xm acres, worth lOs. lOd., being at the 

rate of • • 10 pence. 

Total Dcxzzix [639] acres and 1 rood, at £21. 178. O^d., being at 
the rate of 7 pence per acre. 

It is difBonlt to understand the above compatation, for the total • 
acreage named would amount to 759 acree, wliicli« at the sum given of 
£21. 17s., would make the acreage value 7 pence ; whereas the 639 
acres at that rental would be at the rate of 8 pence per acre. Perhaps 
it was a clerical error of the scribe. 



Mowing Meadows. FerAera 

In the field called Brademedewe zxv aoree, worth £5 a year^ $. d. 

being at the rate of 4 

In le Neuemedowe rv' acres and 1 rood, worth 12s. 9d., being at 

the rate of .3 

In le Holmes i acre, vrortb 3s., beiitf at the rate of . . .30 

In le Pond i acre and a half, worUi 5s., being at the rate of • 3 4 
In le Parkmedewe ii acres and a half, worth 7s. 6d., being at 

the rate of 3 

In le Smalemedewe ii acres, worth 5s., being at the rate of • . 2 6 

In le Pondmedcrre in acres, worth 12s., being at the rate of • 4 



at 



Total XXXIX [39] acres and 1 rood, worth £7. 5s. 3d. a year, being 
the average rate of 3s. 9d. per acre. 
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Pasture Land. 



Per Acie 
8. d. 



In the piece called Beydone ix acres, for £1 . • . .22 
In the piece called Smalemedewe vui acres, 16s. . . .20 

In Okslades x acres, for 13s. 4d 14 

In Bulneymoor xvi acres, £1. 4s 16 

In rConlesu] called Eldebery v acres, 6s. 8d 14 

In rarkcrofte iv acres, 2s 6 

In le Farkmede we called Conlesu iv acres, 8s. • . .20 
In the Small Park in le Launes v acres, 2s. 6d. . . .06 

In le Eusselynesleje iv acres, 2s 6 

In le Calfpightel railed Eldebery v acres, 6s. Sd. . . .14 
Also a part round Addemefeld for Is. 6d. 

„ part formerly divided near le Wylves, 3d. 

„ miit of the garden, with herbage and its curtilage, £1. 68. 8d. 

Total rental, £6. 98. 7d. ; about per acre • .15 

Woods. 

In the Great Wood [Elmaethe] cclz acres by estima- 
tion, in which can be made yearly 600 fis^gfots, 
atSd 

For the agistment [stock-feeding on mast and acorns] 
in the same, worth yearly £2 . . 

In the wood called Lenynge lxxxx acres, a sixth part 

of which is yearly xv acres, worth £2. 128. 6d. • 8 6 per acre 

In le Speltne by estimation ixxx acres, and the wood 

worth £2. 78. lOd. a year 8 6 an acre 

In le Small Park lx acres, and the wood is worth 
£1. 10s. a year 

Cutting of thorns in various places is worth 

For Aunag [? depasturing] of pigs wordi • 

About 490 Acres. Total £,\) 

As this total of i:\K 63. 



8 an acre 
12 a year 
6 8 a year 
6 ayear 

is the sum of the figures named abovet it 
follows that in tho first item of the Great Wood, the 600 fisigots 
were valued at 8d. per 50 fagots. 



Melford Manor. 

Customary Receipts by the Abbot by payment in money, or by 

v«ilue of services. 



A.D. 1886. 



£. 



In money, for manor fines and dues 13 

Court fees tliis year, deducting the expense of the stCTN-ard . 9 
Profit of the Hall water-mill, deducting expenses 



8. 

12 

5 

8 13 



d. 
1 
1 
6 
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Mader [used for dyeing in the doth trade] sold this £. s. d. 
year . • . . . . • • .020 

Apples and pears sold this year 3 

Value of apples and pears had this year out of Melford 

HaU g^en •. . .-. . ,100 
Rent of the Sudbury farm^ with various parcels of land ; 

viz., by computation xi acres at le datydon; ™ \ 3 i i 
acres in Hnmberchar ; and various others in the 
Sudbury farm ... 
Bent of the farm of Oldhalle this year ; viz.^ a messuage 
and xziv acres of land in divers pieces; xiv acres 
of land in divers pieces; v acres of the demise of i 5 2 10 
Edmund Mundekyn; 21 acres of the demise of 
Henry YtThytynTO; and vi acres le Oldehalleweye • j 
Bent of divers parods of pasture, hj computation ; viz., 
n acres and a half in Brademedewehille; m acres 
andahalf at Heydech; iroodandahalf inBulneve; 
n acres and a half ak Melnemerchs, and Halles- 
treteweye ; u acres and a half at le Qreneweye and 
Bovmers; m acres at Lackfordestrete; half an acre 
in le Melnedam ; half a rood in le Pightel; 11 acres 1459 
in the roadway under the Small Park ; I acre in the 
way by Goppeoebush; m acres at Brodemoor; m 
acres and a half at le Ghapmannesmoor; iv acres at 
Mikelleye; i acre of the ditch or stream round 
Addemefeld and Yynyonnesoroft ; and m roods 
in the roadway between Ghesewyk and Yynyon- 
nescroft* ••••••• 

Croppingandloppingof trees sold this year • 15 8 

Value of the [compulsory] service of the smith for the iron- 
work of the manor ploughs this year • • • 10 
For XI capons, at 2i}d. a capon [dues from ten<iiits] . . 2 8^ 

Forxnvbens, atl^d. ahen[ditto] 8 

For ococixvni young pigeons this year, from six manor 

SIgeon-cotes, at four pigeons for Id 11 5 
e value of ciii and a half cartings performed for the 
lord by his tenants, with their own animals . 18 7| 

[There next appears a word the meaning of which is not very 
plain. The entry runs thus] : 

CLXXXxn Gravilhirthes, at 8d. each 6 8 

Qoeiy: Was this word intended for the Mine as Govdhcrdt 



Lix cacases of pigs [or porkers] at 4d. each 

2 I 



. 19 8 
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Value of the rendered services of ViUeins. 

XXIV thresliiiigs and winnowings of com for the lord, £ s. d. 

valued at 6 

Lxxxxvi cartings of dung for the lord, valued at Id. each .080 
Mowing XLvii and a half acres of meadow for the lord, 

vsmied at 4d. an acre 15 10 

XIX cartings with oxen for the lord, valued at • . .032 
Winter labour by villeins, of 6,219^ works, valued at 8 

works for Id. . . . • . • . 10 7 2i 

Autumn labour by villeins of 1,205 works, valued at 3 works 

for Id 2 H 

Also 1,839 further works at the same price • . .235 

Total, £72. 8s. 9d. 

Total of the whole Bental of the Abbot's Manor of Melford, this year 

1886, £117- 6s. 7id. 

And there remained to the Abbot a stock of four cart geldinir 
horses, 16 entire cart-horses, 20 oxen for worl^ 33 cows, and 216 
sheep, of which the stock-taking^ value is only set down at the low 
sum of £11. 10s., though, accordmg to the general prices of that date, 
their selling value would have been over £20. 

The conmion husbandry custom in this neighbourhood, at the 
above period appears to have been to keep about the same number 
of working oxen as of horses for affrioulture, or generally nearly so. 

It appears from the Chronic^ of Jocelin de Braraond that in 
the year ending Michaelmas, 1181, the whole of the rentals of the 
Abbot of Bury from all his many manors amounted to £826. 128. 4d« : 
this was exclusive of the revenue of the monks of Buiy, who had their 
separate portion and income of the Abbey lands. 

Groing back a little in point of date, after having thus shown 
the rental wliich land in this part commanded in these early days, it 
may be interesting to note a tew of the various prices of produce, — 
labour and stock, as compared therewith. At the conmienoement of 
the 18th centur}' the average price of a hen was about a halfpenny; 
sheep, b\d. each ; hogs. Is. each ; oxen, 6s. Gd. ; cows, 4s. 6d. ; mares, 
Ss. each. In 1202 w hoiit ranged generally from 2s. to 3s. 6d« a quarter. 
In a very great dearth in 1126, amounting almost to a fiuomie, wheat 
rose to over 6s. a quarter, as recorded by Henry of Huntington. The 
villein tenants of a manor were not allowed to grind their com at any 
other mill than the lord's mill ; but the freemen could have their com 
ground whore they chose ; as in the case of Habordon Mill, quoted by 
Jocelin do Brakeloud. In 1225 it was enacted that miUers were only 
to have a halfjpenny a quarter for ordinary wheat-grinding; and for 
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gleaningKX)m a toll of the meal was to be deducted in lieu of money 
payment. Labour was at about three farthings a day wages, together 
with some victuals, but neither wheaten bread nor beer. Towards 
the close of the century, in 1287, the average price of wheat in this 
neighbourhood appears to have been about ^. a quarter ; but in the 
following year, 1288, a season of extreme heat, the price of wheat fell 
to 3s. 4d. a quarter. The average produce of the good com lands was 
about 10 bu^els an acre. 

The bailiff of a manor had his meals at the lord's table, below the 
salt. The plough-driver slept in the same building as his working 
oxen. It was said of him, that to be a good servant, he ought to 
be lively and fiill of singing, cheering wi^ his tunes the labouring 
cattle ; he should feed tibem, be fond of them, and sleep with them 
every night ; scratch, curry, and wipe them. 

The following prices of daily labour in this part of Suffolk (with- 
out meat or drink except in harvest) in 1387-1889, are extracted from 
Ruggle's " History of the Poor,*' and from Sir John OuUum's " History 
of Hawstead ; " but various other authorities on these points, as in the 
matter of the price of com in those times, differ somewhat in their 
details. 

d. 
Wages of haymakers and weeders by the day .... 1 
Wages for mowing meadows by the acre or day • • . • 5 

The Abbot onlj ettinutted tbe price of mowing at this date, in his farm aoooonta, at 
4d. peraere. 

A reaper per day ••••••••• 4 

A reaper, per acre ••••••i.«7 

Thresning wheat, per quarter 4 

A man filling a dung-cart, per day 3^ 

Sixty years later some of the prices of labour had risen; for 
instance — 

The labourer, haymaker, Soo. now receiyed 2^ 

The mower 6 

The reaper, by tlic day 5 

In 1514 the wages of the mower and of the reaper by the day 
appear not to have increased ; while the wages of a labourer were now 
8^ per day ; and the price per quarter for threshing wheat was as 
much as Is. Id. 

In 1817 a labourer's diet consisted of two regular meals a day; 
viz., what was called dinner at 9 a.m., and supper at 5 p.m. In 
harvest time he received in addition to his wages, two salt herrings a 
day, some skim-milk and cheese, and a loaf of bread, made at the rate 
of fifteen loaves from a bushel of wheat. When the crop was han-ested, 

2 I 2 
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liis wages were paid partly in money and partly in kind by a share 
from the crop, which would have to last him till the next harvest. 
Prior to, and even subsequently to that date, the general state of the 
lower orders was very miserable. Of the labouring classes some were 
serfs or bondmen, entirely the property of their masters. In some 
old deeds there are stated particulars of the transfers by sale or ^ift of 
some of this description of serfs ; and not onlv of the individuals 
themselves, but of their chattels, and of all iAiearJafnUies and progenjff 
whether horn or to be bom. Others were villeins, who were attached 
to the manor or estate on which they resided, and were irremovable 
from it. Among these latter there were various distinctions, but the 
condition of all was very degraded. Some in retom for their servioee 
were only entitled to a bare maintenance from their lord, while others 
could also cultivate plots of ground for their own profit. Some Bgaia 
had the occupation of cotta^, while others habitually lived and dept 
with the oxen. Besides being poorly fed and ill-housed, restrictions 
were placed upon their clothing ; for it was legally enacted that carters, 
ploughmen, oxherds, shepherds, swineherds, and other servants in 
agriculture, were not to be allowed to wear any manner of doth, but 
only blanket stuff and russet wool. In some cases it would appear 
that a few artides of dothing were supplied by the lord to his labourers, 
for there is an entiy in the accounte of tlie Prior of Burchester in 
1425, of two yards of russet for the shepherd, price 28. 2d«, and thirty 
pairs of winter gloves for the men, 4s. Notwithstanding the miserable 
condition of the lower orders, they were forced to bcuir part of the 
national taxation; and one of the clauses in Magna Charta for their 
relief, prohibited that villeins should be '* amerced beyond Bafistr to 
their waina^ ; '' the meaning of this protection being that the viueni 
should not by excessive fine or taxation be deprived of his rode cart 
or wain, wherewith ho rendered his servioe to his lord, in canying out 
manure to the lord's land, harvesting, and the like ; for otherwise the 
wretched creature had to carry it all on his back. 

For some time subsequent to the Norman Conquest the oonditioii 
of these dasses was at its worst. Fopulatiou had decreased throoriioat 
the kinc^om, while tlio taxation had been grtatly increased. £i the 
Domesday Book, in tlie account of Melford, wo find that the number of 
irremovable villeins had been maintained as in tbo time of Edward the 
Confessor, while the freer bordarii or husbandmen of a better dass had 
diminished from 35 to 10. Where there liad been eight ploughs there 
were only six left ; and while there had been enough homsffsn or 
tenants to maintain twenty ploughs, the number of ploughs had 
dwindled down to thirteen ; and though the proportion of prindpol 
taxpayers who bore the burden of the public imiK)Sts had thus 
diminished, yet the gelt or government tax on the township Of Melford 
had been raised fix)m £20 to £30 a year. 
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After the " Black Death '' Plague of 134| (which raged through- 
out the diocese of Norwich and in other parts) the population had 
been so much reduced, that the price of labour increased enormously. 
There had long been a custom of commuting some of the serf-labour, 
never very profitable, for money payments ; but when the supply of 
working men became inadequate to meet the demand,* and that they 
could therefore almost dictate the price of wages, endeavours were 
made by several enactments to regulate them arbitrarily ; and in 
addition, an attempt was made to revive in full all the worst oppres- 
sive parts of the old serf-labour. The discontent engenderea by* 
these injustices led in a great measure to the rebellion of Wat Tyler 
in 1381. 

In 1389 the worst part of the old system of villeinage had almost 
become extinct ; but what the poor people had gained m freedom of 
person was counterbalanced not only oy grinding taxation but also by 
enforced pauperism. For whereas tne villein irremovable had formerly 
been entitlea to maintenance for himself and family from his master, 
who was bound to support him not only while able to labour, but also 
in sickness and old age, and when unfit for work ; now that he had 
become his own master, when either want of employment, sickness, 
or the helplessness of old age came upon him, he was totally unpro- 
vided for. But men will not starve when they can either beg or steal ; 
so mendicants, thieves, and vagrants began to swarm throughout the 
land, and the destitute poor now first appeared as a distinct class of 
the community. The traflSic over the mghways of the countiy had 
been difficult enough before from natural causes ; the rural highways 
being almost impassable except on foot, and the larger roads between 
the market-towns, besides being rough rutty green-ways, varied in the 
low places by deep sloughs of mud, were now rendered yet more diffi- 
cult for traffic by their insecurity, being infested by vagrants, robbers, 
sturdy mendicants, and other loose characters, so that it became 
necessary that an Act should be passed directing: that every highway 
leading from one market-town to another should be cleared, for the 
space of 200 feet on each side, of every ditoh, tree, or bush in which a 
man could lurk to do hurt ; and if a park was near a highway, it was 
ordered to be removed to the same distance, or to be carerally oefended 
by a wall or otherwise, so that it should not serve as a harbour from 
which malefactors might issue forth to attack the traveller. The 
state of the country roads did not however improve till long after this 
ordinance. 

Without entering further upon the manners and customs of the 
Middle Ages, it may just be noticed in illustration of these early days, 
that in the reign of Edward III., 1327 to 1377, the neighbouring town 
of C!olchester contained 359 houses, some built of mud, and the better 
kind of timber, having wood lattice mndows unglazed, but perhaps in 



246 IIELFOBD HALL AKD MAKO&. 

a few of the best houses filled in with horn ; and yet there were at 
that time only about nine towns in England of greater importance. 
The number of the inhabitants was about 8,000, so that the houses 
must have been much overcrowded. The entire properly of the town, 
including the fiimiture and clothing of the inhabitants, was only 
valued at £518. Twenty-nine trades were carried on in it. The tools 
of a carpenter at Colchester were a broad axe, value 5 pence; another 
axe, 8 pence; an adze, 2 pence; a square, 1 penny; nmking the total 
value of his implements only one shilling. The tools and stock 'of a 
blacksmith of the highest order were priced at 12 shillings. The 
whole stock in trade and household goods of a considerable tanner 
there were estimated at £9. 17s. lOd. ; a mercer's stock at £8, and 
his whole household property at £2. 9s. The trades of brewer, baker, 
and miller were carried on by women as well as by men. 

Returning, afier this glance at the state of our fore&thers in 
olden times, to the inmiediate history of Melford Manor, notice must 
be taken of the early, and, in those davs, most important grants to 
Melford, of weekly markets and an annual fair ; the marts and channels 
for all the general merchandise of those days. 

The first of these charters was granted by King John. The patent 
existed in the Tally Goiirt of Westminster up to a comparatively recent 
date ; but there does not appear to be a copy of it among the existing 
Abhej records of Melford, although th^ contain the subsequent grants 
to the same effect. 

This one was, however, confirmed and extended bv a charter of 
King Henry UL, dated July, 1285. The following is the Latin text, 
to which is appended a rough translation : — 



Melford Fair and Market. 

123f 

Cabta de Anno Regiii Regis Henrici Tertii, Decimo Kono. 

Pro Abbate Sancti Edmundi. 

Rex Archiepiscopis &c. salutem. Sciatis nos concessisse et hao 
carta nostra confirmnssc pro nobis et heredibus nostris, dileeto 
nobis Xpo Henrico Abbati Sancti Edmundi, quod ipse et suo- 
cessores sui Abbates cjusdem loci habeant in j^erpetuum unmn 
Mcrcatum singulis septimanis per diem Jovis apud manerhun 
suum de Meleford — et quod habeant in perpetuum unam Feriam 
ibidem singulis annis duraturam per tres dies, videlicet in Yigilia 
et in die et in crastino Sanctas Trinitatis — Nisi pranlictum Meroa- 
tum et prsedicta Feria sint ad nocumcntum vicinorum mercatonun 
et >icinarum Fcriarum — Quare volumus et firmiter prascipimus pro 
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nobis et heredibus nostris quod prsadictus Abbas et suocessores sni 
Abbates ejusdem lod hi^eant et teneant in perpefcaum prsddictom 
Mercatom et prsBdiotam Feriam bene et in pace oum omnibus liber- 

tatibus et Uberis consuetudinibus ad Meroatum et Feriam 

pertinentn)us. Nisi prsadictum Meroatum et prsBdicta Feria sint ad 
nocumentum vicinorum Mercatorum et vioinarum Feriarmn, sicut 
prsddictum est. 

His testibus 

Venerabilibus Pgoobitoribus *^^/r^>^Ve^^ 

J. Bath : [ Episcopis 
W. Carl: ) 
T. Mab. Gofii. Fembrdke 
H. DB BuBGO Ck>fii. Kent 
Badulpho filio Nioholi 

GODBFBIDO DB CbANOUMB 

JoHABBB filio Fhilippi 
Oalfbido Disfbnseb 
« Oalfbido db Gauz 
Hbnbioo db Gafblla 
etaliis. 
Datum per manum Yenerabilis Patris B. Gyoeeter Gancellarii 
nostri apud Westmonasterium viij die Julii, et mandatum est Yioeoomiti 
Suffolcii quod praddictum Meroatum et prsBdictam Feriam per Ballam 
suam daman mdetur et ibidem teneri aiout prsadictum est ut supra. 

(Translation.) 

Melford Fair and Market. 

The Ghabixe of the 6th month of the 19th year of the reign of 

King Henry HI. 

128f 

For the Abbot of St Edmund. 

The king to all Archbishops, Biahop8» Ac. Jko., greeting. 

Know ye that we have granted, ana by this our cLnrter have oon- 
firmed, for ourselves and our hoirs, to our beloved in Christ, Henry, 
Abbot of St. Edmund, that he, and the abbots who suecoed him, 
shall have in perpetuity at their manor of Hdfiird, a weekly market 
on Thursday. And tliat thoy shall idso have in perpetuity* at the same 
place a yearlv &ir, to last*^ three days ; viz., on the vi^'l, day, and 
morrow of tne Holy Trinity ; unless the said market and fair should 
be to the hindrance of neighbouring markets and fairs. Therefore we 
win, and we do for oursdves and our heirs firmly grant to the said 
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Abbot and his successors, that they may well and peaceably have and 
hold for ever the said market and fair with all liberties and customary 
rights belonging to the same ; unless the said market and fair should 
be to the hindrance of neighbouring markets and fairs, as aforesaid. 
These being witnesses hereto. 

The Venerable Priobto ">^<rr^A^^/ 

RiOHABD DUKHAM ^ 

JoHK Bath > Bishops 

WiLLLiii Gablisle) 
Gilbert Mabshal, Earl of Pembroke 
Hubert de Bubqh, Earl of Kent 
Balph, son of Nicholas 
Godfebtde Gbakcuhb 
John, son of Philip 
Gboffbt Disfekseb 
Geoffbt de Gauz 
Henbt de Gafel 
and others. 

Given by the hand of the venerable Father Richard Ghiohester, 
our Ghancellor, at Westminster, the 8th day of July. And the B^h 
Sheriff of Suffolk is conmianded to make proclamation by his baiSff 
of the holding of the said market and £Eur in the said place, as is 
aforesaid. 

As will be seen in the Latin text of this charter, the name of the 
first attesting witness is there given as T. Mar., Gem. Pembroke. It 
is so in the attested copy of 1767, firom which this was transcribed; 
but it would appear that this initial letter of the Earl of Pembroke's 
Christian name was a clerical error, and should have been G ; for 
Iticlard Marshal, the third earl, was killed in Ireland in 1284, and was 
succeeded by his brother Gilbrrf, the fourth earl, who was killed by 
tlie fall of his horse at a tournanu nt in 1241, and who was therefore 
the ])erson who attested this deed, unless perhaps Earl llichard had 
done so before he proceeded to Ireland. Anyhow the iiiitiiil T was 
an ciTor, as it must have been either R. or O. 

Two points in this cliarter are worthy of special remark ; viz. that 
the days of the annual fair were the eve of Trinity, Trinity Sunday, and 
^fonday. At that period it was by no means unusual for fairs and 
markets to be held on a Sunday ; and in 1817 a presentment was made 
at Colchester, that the Abbot of St. Osyth's market on Sundays waa 
injurious to the trade of the town of Colchester. — In the 15th century, 
however, it appears that a general revulsion of feeling had conmienced 
on this subject; for in 1449 a petition was presented to King 
Henry VI. against the ** holdinge of Feyres ,and Harketts on 
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Sundayes ; *' wherein it was represented that they caused great pro- 
fanation of Sundays and the principal holy-days, such as Whitsunday, 
Trinity, &c., and praying an amendment of the special grants of olden 
times, which included these days. — The king granted this petition. — 
And secondly, it is a matter of curiosity to read the great historical 
names of the attesting witnesses to the charter of the fair and market 
of this village. Moreover, there is a peculiar coincidence in the fact 
of its bearing the signature of Sir Grodfrey de Orancumb, together with 
that of the great Hubert de Burgh, the justiciary, with a notable event 
in whose life, this knight (who is sometimes called Crawcombe), two 
years later, bore so prominent a part. When the noble minister was 
forced, bv the intrigues of his enemies, encouraged bv the ingratitude 
towards him of one of the falsest and meanest of our kin^, to flee from 
London, he received a royal safe-conduct, relying on which he started 
to join his wife at St. Edmund's Bury ; but he had scarcely begun his 
journey, when the King, notwithstanding his plighted faith, sent 
Sir Godfrev de Crancumb, with 800 armed men, to seize him. They 
surprised him in bied at Brentwood ; he contrived to escape, almost 
naked, into the parish church, and took refuge at the altar, with a 
crucifix in one hand and the Host in the other, hoping that the sanctity 
of the spot would insure him respect. But his furious enemies, headed 
bv Sir Godfrey de Crancumb, regardless of the sacrilege, burst into the 
church, and having dragged the earl forth, placed him on horseback, 
nearly naked as he was, tying his feet under tne girths, and so conveyed 
him to the Tower of London. 

This violation of sanctuary raised such an outcry, that the king 
was reluctantly forced to order Sir Godfrey and those who had seized 
the earl, to reconvey him in safety to the chorch fix>m whence he had 
been taken. 

Hubert de Bui^h was buried in 1243 in the Black Friars, London. 

This charter of Melford fair and market is only briefly referred to 
in a few words, in the posthumous edition of Archdeacon Battely's 
(liotin) History of the Anti<]nitics of Bury St. Edmund, published in 
1 745.* He gives no copy of the text of the charter. 

Another copy of this charter of 123^ is noted thus : — " True copy 
of the Record m the Tower of London, examined by Henry Booke, 
cliii'f clerk of the Records of the Tower of London, and attested the 
30th July, 1767, by me, S. Clakk>:.'* 

The next charter, of a hundred years later, is yet more compre- 
liensive, and includes, besides the ratification of the grant of the 
market and the fair, the duration of which latter is extended, the 

* Dr. John Batielj, Archdeacon of Canterbmy, was brother of Nicholas Battelj, 
rector of Now ton, also a learned author. They were sous of Nicholas Battely, of Bury, 
apothecary, who Was buried at 8t James's, Bury, in 1C80. 

2 K 



250 M^LFOBD HALL AND ^lANOB. 

renewed liberty also of free warren in Melford, among numerous other 
places. Like the former charter, it is of so much interest that it is here 
given in its original text (freed from abbreviations), as well as the 
translation thereof: — 

Carta de libera Warekna in omnibus Dominicis Sancti Edmundi 
habenda, et de Mercato de Melforde per diem Jovis singulis septi- 
manis habendo : et de una Feria ibidem singulis Annis per iz dies 
duratura ; ut prius in Registro Richardi, Abbatis, folio SS, folio 
S. E., sequitur in hsec verba. 

A.D. 1330. 

Edwardus Dei gratia Bex Angliad, Dominus Hibemiao, Dux 
AquitanisB, Archiepiscopis, Episoopis, Abbatibus, Prioribus, Comitibus, 
Baronibus, Justiciariis, Vicecomitibus, Prsdpositis, MagiMris, et om- 
nibus Ballivis, et fidelibus suis salutem — Sciatis quod oum per cartas 
progenitorum nostrorum quondam Begum Anglisd dudum concessio 
fuisset tunc Abbati et Conventui de Sancto Edmundo quod ipsi et sue- 
cessores sui in perpetuum haberent liberam Warennam infra Bur^p^m 
de Sancto Edmimdo et extra in omnibus locis suis, ac dilecti nobis in 
Xpo nunc Abbas et Gonventus loci prsodicti et predecessores sui virtute 
dictorum verborum generalium haouerint a tempore confeotionis car- 
tarum prsedictarum liberam Warennam in omnibus Dominicis terris suis 
in Comitatibus, Norfolciad, Buffoldaa, Essexiaa, Hertfordis, Linoolniie, 
et Northamptoni :-— et nobis supplicaverint ut pro ipsorum securitate 
in futuris velimus eis loca pra&dicta spedficare, Nos volentes praafatis 
Abbati et Conventui gratiam in hac precatione [?] facere specialem 
concessimus et hac carta nostra confirmavimus prae&tis AblMti et 
Conventui quod ipsi et successores sui in perpetuum haberent 
liberam Warennam in omnibus dominicis terris suis de Sancto 
Edmundo, Cheventone, ^lagna Saxham, Farva Saxham, Hargrave, 
Ma^ia Homynggesertii, Tarva Homyng^eserth, Laci'ord, Fomham 
omnium Sanctorum, roruliam Sanctiee Uenoveve, Fomham Sanoti 
!Martini, Nowton, Whc])stode, WesUe, Bisby, Dowiiliani, MildenhalOt 
rarvaBartone,Hieiiiige\v^lle,Ikelynghfun,Elvedene,lIoi)tone,Hilder(d^ 
Rykynghale, Wattlefeld, CoiuBeweston, Stantone, Klmesette, HonaBe* 
weston, Langham, Troston, Ingham, Culeforde, Westowe, Bradefdde 
]^[oDachorum, Bradefelde, Soindor, Had^esete, Olopton, Welpit, Whin* 
stone, Bugham, Pakenliam, Magna JUertone, Bussbebrok, Melle- 
foi:d£, Cokefeld, Boxford, Grotccno, Ssmere, Chekes worth, Lelleseye^ 
OMhawe, Brokford, Palgrave, Bcedgrave, Werthani, Cotton, Bekles^ 
Wirlyngeworth, ct Saham Mouachorum in dicto comitatu Sufiblcis. 

Chebenhale, Rungeton, Tylnoye, T}'\'eteshale, Thorp Abbis, 
Sothereye, Estbradenham, AyLosham, Brook, Castre, et Wi^lburgh^ 
in dicto Comitatu Norfolcia3. — Herlawe, Wrabenase, et Tedeimowe, in 
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dicto Comitatu EssexiaB. — Werketon in dicto Oomitatu Northamptoni. 
— Stapelford in dicto Comitatu HertfordisB. — Et Waynfleet in dicto 
Comitatu Lincolniae : cum tamen terras illaB non sint infra metas forestas 
nostraa. — Ita quod nuUus intret terras illas ad fugandum in eis, veluti ad 
aliquid capiendum quod ad Warennam pertineat, sine licentia et volun- 
tate ipsius Abbatis etConventus veluti successorum suorum, super foriffa- 
turam nostram decern librarum. — Concessimus etiam de gratia nostra 
speciali et hac carta nostra confirmavimus iisdem Abbati et Conventui 
quod ipsi et successores sui in perpetuum haberent unum Mercatum^ 
singulis septimanis per diem Jovis apud maneriwm suum de Meleforde^ 
in dicto Comitatu SufiblciaB, et unam Feriam ihidem singulis annis per 
novem dies duraturam; viz.^ in Vigili et in die Pentecoste et per septem 
dies proximos sequentes^ nisi Mercatum illud et Feria ilia sint ad 
nocumentum vicinorum mercatorum et vicinarum feriarum. Quare 
volumus et firmiter prsBcipimus pro nobis et hasredibus nostris, quod 
praddictus Abbas et Conventus et successores sui in perpetuum liabeant 
liberam Warennam in omnibus dominicis terris suis praddictis: 
cum tamen terra9 illas non sint infra metas forestas nostras. Ita quod 
null us intret terras illas ad fugandum in eis, veluti ad aliquid capiendum 
quod ad Warennam pertineat sine licentia et voluntate ipsius Abbatis 
et Conventus veluti successorum suorum super foriffaturam nostram 
decem librarum et quod habeant prasdictum Mercatum et Feriam apud 
manerium suum prasdictum cum omnibus libertatibus et liberis con- 
suetudinibus ad nujusmodi mercatum et feriam pertinentibus ; nisi 
mercatum illud et feria ilia sint ad nocumentum vicinorum mercatorum 
et vicinarum feriarum, sicut prasdictum est. 

His testibus : — 

Venerabilibus Patribus, — 

H. Ltkcolk, Episoopo-Cancellario nostro, 
B. Episcopo Sabuh, 

JoiiANNB DE Elthah, Comite Cornewallas, fratre 
nostro carissimo^ 

R(»GRRO DE MORTlio,^ 

^r ALC, Comite MarchiaE^, 
wilix) de mokteacuto, 
Omvero pb Ingham, 

IfrooxE DE TuBi'LYTOXK, Scnoscallo Hospitii 
nostri, 
et aliis. 

Datum per manum nostram apud Notyngham, tertio decimo die 
Septembns, Anno regni nostri quartx). 

The following is the translation of the Charter of Free Warren in all 
demesnes of the Abbey of St. Edmund's, and of a weekly market on 

2 K 2 



252 HBLFOHD HALL AND MAKOB. 

Thursdays at Molford, and of an annual fair of nine days' duration at 
Melford, from the Vigil of Pentecost. Given by King JSdward III. at 
Nottingham, 13th September, 1330, to Abbot Richard Draughton; 
and confirming the former charters of King John and of King 
Henry III. as entered in the Register of Abbot Richard, folio 83, in 
these words following : — 

Edward, b^ the grace of Gk)d, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
Duke of Aquitame, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, 
Barons, Justiciaries, Sheriffs, Governors, Magistrates, Bailiffs, and to 
all faithful subjects greeting. Know ye, tmit whereas a grant by 
charter was formerly made by our ancestors, kings of England, to the 
then Abbot and Convent of St. Edmund, that they and theur successors 
should have for ever a free warren over tlieir burgh of St. Edmund 
and over all other places appertaining to them; and whereas our 
beloved in Christ the Abbot and Convent of the aforesaid place and 
their predecessors, by virtue of the said terms, have had firom the time 
of the said grants a general free warren in all their demesne lands in 
the counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Hertford, Lincohi, and North- 
ampton ; and as they have prayed us that for their future security we 
should specify these places : now we, willing to show special &vour to 
the Abbot and Convent in this matter of their petition, do grant and 
by this oiu: charter confirm to the Abbot and his successors for ever, 
that they shall have free warren in all their demesne lands of St.* 
Edmunds, Chevin^ton, Great Saxham, Little Saxham, Harfirave, Oreat 
Horringer and LitUe Horrin^r, Lackford, Fomham all Saints, and 
St. Genevieve, and St. Martm, Nowton, Whepstead, Westlej, Risby, 
Downham, MUdenhall, Little Barton, Herrineswell, Icklingham, Elve- 
don, Hopton, Hinderclcy, Rickinghall, Watfieid, Coneyweston, Stanton, 
Elmsett, Honeyweston (or Hoveweston ?], Langham, Troston, Ingham, 
Culford, Westowe, the Bradfields, Hesset^ Glopton, Woolpit, Winston, 
Rougham, Pakenham, Gnat Barton, Rushbrook, ^Ikifoud, Cockfield, 
Boxford, Groton, Semer, Ciielsworth, Lindsey, OMbawe [? Aldham], 
Boxford, Palgrave, Redgrave, Wortham, Cotton, Ht»ccles, Worlings- 
worth, and Monk Sohain, in the said county of Suffolk. 

Chebenhall, Runcton, Tilney, Tivetshall, Tbor])C Abbotts, Soa- 
thery. East Braddenbain, Aylshiam, Brooke, Castle Acre, Wilgrl- 
burgh (?), in the said county of Norfolk. 

Harlowe, Wrabnetis, and Tedenhowe (r), in the said county of 
Essex. 

Warkton, in the said county of Northampton. 

Stapleford, in the said connty of Hertford. 

Ana Wavnfleet, in the said county of Lincoln. 

Unless the said lands should be within the bounds of our roval 
forests. And further that no one shall enter these lands, either flying 
from justice into them, or to seize in them anything belonging to the 
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warren, without leave and consent of the Abbot and Convent or their 
successors, under pain of forfeiting ten pounds. We also by our 
special bounty grant, and by this our charter confirm to the said 
Abbot and Convent, that they and their successors shall have in 
perpetuity a weekly market on Thursday at their manor of Melford^ in the 
said county of Suffolk, and also a fair there yearly of nine days* dura^ 
tion : via. on the Vigil and on the day of Whit'Sunday^ and for seven days 
n6xt following^ unless the said market and fair are a hindrance to neigh- 
bouring markets and &irs. Wherefore we will and do fully grant to 
the said Abbot and Convent and their successors a firee warren for ^ 
ever in all the aforesaid demesne lands, provided they are not within 
the bounds of our royal forests, and that no one may enter these 
lands either flying from juotio< or to seize anything in them belonging ^r/^ 
to the warren, without consent and permission of the Abbot and 
Convent, or their successors, under a penalty of a forfeiture of ten 
pounds ; and that they shall hold the said market and fiiir in their 
manor aforesaid, with all free rights and privileges belonging to 
such market and fair, provided that they are not to the hindrance of 
neighbouring markets and fairs as aforesaid. 
These bieing witnesses hereto — 

The Venerable Fathers, — 

H. LiNOOLK, Bishop, our Chancellor, 

B. Salisbubt, Bishop, 

John db Eltham, Earl of Cornwall, our dear brother, 

BOGBB DB MOBTH* (MoBIIMBB), 

Mabk, Earl of March, 
Willum db Moktacutb, 
OuvKB DB Ingham, 

Hugh de Tubplttok, Stewardof our Hospital, 
and others. 

Given under our hand at Nottingham, the 13th day of September, 
in the fourth year of reign. 

The witnesses to this charter, like the former one, were very 
great people. John of Kltliam, the second son of Edward II., who 
was created Earl of Cornwall in 1328, must have been but a youth at 
the date of this attestation. Some writers, as Stothard in his ** Menu* 
mental Effigies," say that he died at Berwiok*on-Tweed in 1334, 
aged 19. This, however, is an error, for by a document dated 20th 
June, 1386, he was clearly alive at that date ; and though his death 
is involved in some obscurity, he appears to have died very suddenly, 
and it is suspected, by a violent death, at Perth, in the month of 
Sei)tember or October, 1336. Sir Bernard Burke follows this date. 
There is a very fine monumental effigy of him on the south side of 
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the choir in Westminster Abbey, in which, howeyer, the &ce, though 
young-looking, would convey the idea of a somewhat older man, firom 
being represented as wearing a moustache. 

It is evident that the Roger de Mortm^ was Roger Mortimer^ the 
Queen-mother Isabella's favourite, who was with the court at Notting- 
ham at the date of this charter, and to whom undue precedence is 
given in the attestation, as his signature follows that of the king's 
brother, and precedes those of the CTcat barons ; and his name wits 
affixed hereto only a few weeks before his seizure and subsequent 
execution : and thus this deed of the 13th September, 1830, has, like 
the former one of 1234, the coincidence of two names of persons who 
closely affected each other's fates being appended to it as joint wit- 
nesses. In this case, on the 19th of October, 1330, the plot concerted 
between the King and Lord Montacute, whose name is also attached 
to this charter as a witness, was put into execution, and shortly before 
midnight Montacute and his associates seized Mortimer in Notting- 
ham Castle (from whence this charter was dated), and he was handed 
on the 29th November following at the common gaUows, then cafied 
** Elmes," near Smithfield, where his body hung two days and nights 
naked before it was interred in the Grey Friars. His grandson, R<^ger, 
married Philinpa, daughter of Lord Montacute. 

The WilUam Lord Montacute who signed the charter was the 
third baron of his name, and became afterwards Earl of Salisbuty. He 
was a Knight of the Bath, and when he attested this deed, he had just 
returned from an embassy to Rome. This distinguished warrior, who 
was crowned b^ Edward HI. King of the Isle of Man, died in 1848, of 
hurts received m a tQting at Windsor. 

The next witness, Oliver de Ingham, was created a baron in 
1328, and was one of the twelve guardians of King Edward IH. He 
died without male heirs in 1344. 

In this latter grant of tho fair the time for holding it \^ altered 
from Trinity to Whitsuntide, and the abbots were allowed to extend 
its duration to a period of nino days, which included both AVliit-Sunday 
and IVinity Sunaay; but tliis long continuance of the fair being in 
after-times found inconvenient, fiH into desuetude. When the market 
was first abolished does not appear, but probably in the 17lb century, 
and before 1676. There yet remains on Melford Green tho base of the 
old Market Cross, and as it is shown on the Manor map as still standing 
iu 1615, having been repaired at tho close of the previous century, it 
is natural to presume that the Puritati mob, who sacked Melford Hall 
and injured the chiux^h during the Kebellion, in their general hatred 
of the holy symbol, then demolished the cross. An old isTiter, who 
must have been somewhat of a satirist, remarks that the origin of these 
market crosses being placed on such sites, was to remind those who 
resorted to market, of the virtues of truth and justice. 
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In connection with the early histoty of Melford Manor, there is 
in some records a mention of an event which is somewhat irrecon- 
cilable in its dates and terms ; for it is stated that it appears firom the 
Hundred Bolls of the third year of King Edward L, 127|, that John 
Wahtiven, escheator to the kmg, destroyed the cattle and damaged the 
Park at Melford, while the manor was in the king's hands, after the 
decease of Edmund, Abbot of 8t. Edmund's. These names and events 
not bein^ applicable to the Abbey in reference to the date, it must be 
surmised that the account in the Hundred Bolls of the time named 
does not apply to that year, but is merely an afier-record of an event . 
which had occurred some few years previously, and in the jOTevious 
reign : for Abbot Edward, or sometimes called Edmund de Walpole, 
diM on the 2nd January, I2569 and Abbot Simon de Butine succeeded 
him 19th February, 1257, and was Abbot of Bur^ till 1279. It is to 
be noticed that there was therefore an interval of a year during which 
the Abbey was in Uie king's hands, between the death of Abbot Walpole 
and the appointment of his successor. Probably, therefore, the event 
alluded to occurred between 1256 and 1257, m the interval of the 
abeyance of the Abbacy, and in the reign of Henry IIL ; and con- 
sidering the constant indigence and unscrupulous rapacity of this king, 
who earned the name of we '* sturdiest beggar in Christendom," it is 
probable that he seized the opportunity gnren him by a short lapse in 
the succession to the Abbey of St. Edmund, to plunder all he could 
from its manors while in his power ; and this very period was one in 
which he was more thui ever impecunious. 

Certain expressions of an old writer^ relative to St. Edmund's 
Abbey about that time, tend somewhat to confirm this ooi\jeoture; thus: 
« Quomodo, Bez vacante sede nummos eztorserif Probably the 
king's o£Bcers, besides money, also seized cattle, or anything they could 
lay their hands on, belonging to the country houses of the Abbey (as 
at M( Iford Hall) while the Abbacy was thus in abeyance. 

The following charters, conveyances, and aneements exist in the 
various Melford chartularies of the several airoots, relative to this 
manor and estate. The originals are all in abbreviated Monkish Latin, 
on })arcbment ; and though their headings are here retained, a precis 
of their general substance is given in English^ and tliey are hero placed 
in tlie order of their dates. They are in all respects very curious and 
interesting documents, bringing to light Melfora lands and people in 
far back times ; and some of the attesting witnesses to them wore dis- 
tinguished personaffes. In explanation of the fiust of so many such 
witnesses signing deeds of comparatively little importance, it should 
be borne in mind that documents of this nature were very conmionly 
exeeuted at Courts of the IIundi*ed or other public meetings. And 
ancient deeds were often dated on a Sunday, being executed in churches 
or churchyards, for the greater publicity and notoriety. 
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Abbot Anselm. 

Cabta Anselmi Abbatis de terris ibm concessis Roberto fili Walton* 
cum Bervicio de terra Niclioli : fili Durand^ pro servicio vni milit: 
inter cartas Abbatis, &o. 

A.D. 1119—1148. 

Anselm, Dei CTatia Abbot of St. Edmund, to the fSEdthfiil in Christ 
of Fra/nce and England, greeting. Know all men, &o., that I have mvea 
and granted to Robert, son of Walter, certain lands in Melford of the 
feoff of St. Edmund, and the service of the land of Nicholas, son of 
Durand, holden by tenure firom St. Edmund in fee and heritage^ fay 
eight knight's service. This I had before given and granted by the 
counsel and assent of Talbot, the Prior, and the whole chapter m the 
convent. And these are witnesses on the part of the Abbot :— 

Welkabdus, Clerk. Welkabd db Wbidewill. 

Willum , Magistor. William, son at Anselm. 

Peteb, Clerk. Reicald, the Camerarius. 

fGlLBEBT BlUNDUS. JoHN DE LaKAL. 

RiCHABD, son of Walter. Albert db Mabsioa. 

GoDEBOLD db Eibbxbl Sewabd, the Hostiarios. 

And on the part of Nicholas, these : — 

Thomas, the Chaplain. Rogbb db Bill. 

Adam, Clerk. Gmx), son of Daniel 

RoBBBT, son of Hugo. RuNGOTUs Lukd. 

HnM?BET DE MuKDAViLLB. RoBBBT, ncphew of Ralph. 

Alan, son of Odp. Alubbd db xYobth. 

John, his son. Robsbt, son of Alan. 

Oboffbet, son of Humfrey. WALiBBy his brother. 



Amor Obdinous. 

Qui ETA Clama Comftis Alberici do x libris anas de manerio Melforde 
Bolcbat annuatim percipere. Inferit in Begistro Johannis North- 
woldi folio q. e. inter cartas Abbatis a.1. prout sequitur in hsBO 
verba. 

A.D. 1148—1156. 

Earl Alberic of his firee will and pleasure hath given to the Abbey 

* The family of DuraDcl are mentioned as proprieiora of land in Suffolk in tho 
Domesday Book, as ia also a person of the name of Blandna. 

••- Gilbert da Blund, aboat the year 1100, founded the Prioiy of the Vii^ Uary at 
Izworth ; it was held by Canons Regular of St. Augostine. 
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of St. Edmund and to Abbot Ordingus, and to the Convent of Staple- 
ford, ten pounds of bis receipts ofthe manor of Melford, binding thereto 
Iiis heirs and successors. 

Witnesses hereto : 

Robert, son of William. 

Ralph be Hosdene. 

Geoffrt Arsit. 

It is recorded of Alberic, Earl of Clare, who became possessed of 
part of the lands of Earl Alfric, the son of Withgar, that he claimed 
from Abbot Hugh (the successor of Ordingus) an annual payment of 
5 shillings, alleging that this was an ancient fee due to him, as hereditary 
standard-bearer of the forces of the Abbey. But his rights both to 
the fee and to the appointment were disproved, for Earl Roger de 
Bigot, Alberic's relation, carried the standard of St. Edmund at the 
battle of Fornham against the Flemings. — " Chronicles of Jocelin de 
Brakelond." 

Abbot Samson de Botington. 

Carta Samsonis Abbatis de xxn Acris terr® et ni et dim: Acris 
pastursa concess: Galanto Blund pro annuo reddend: ni** et 
operum yemabilium estim : Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 2. prout 
sequitur in haec verba. 

A.D. 1180—1211. 

Samson, Abbot of St. Edmund's, grants to Gkdant Blund and his 
heirs, on payment of 40 shillings, 22 acres of land, and 1 rood of land 
in Bulney, and 1 acre of pasture, and 2^ acres near Lenetoft, and 4 
acres of land of Richard de Brikebec, for a rent of 7s. a year, by four 
equal payments ; i.e., 21d. at the feast of St. Michael ; 21d. at the 
feast of St. Andrew; 21d. at Easter; and 21d. at the Nativity of 
St. John the Baptist ; and in each year they are to reap for the abbots 
on land at Melford half an acre of wheat and half an acre of oats, 
and to plough twice in winter and twice in spring on thi» arable land 
w ith their ploughs. 

Witnesses hereto : 

Makrio *> pi . . Adam Talbot. 

HeBBBT 3 ^^^»F»l°S. RJOHABD FOBEOTAR. 

Stephen Magro. Robbbt, son of Thomas. 

(a) Rogeb de Walsyngkam. (d) Reginald de Bbocley. 

GiLBEBT de Walsynisham. Willum Russel. 

(n) Ralph de Neketon. Yno de Pbeston. 

WiLUAM DE Elmswell. William, SOU of Holdcdeno. 

(o) IMucema. Thomas Gbkkon. 

Thomas Alby. And others. 

2 l 
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In this lease a bonus of nearly six years' rent appears to have been 

?aid to the Abbot by Galant Blund, for the ^ant to him and his heirs. 
*he rent was not quite 3 pence an acre, besides services. 



(▲) The two Walsynghams who attested the deed appear also as wftnesses to anothor 
grant relating to Barrow, whereby Thomas de Barewe, in the Abbaqr of Sampson, gave 
to the Church of St £dmand a yillein named Seward, son of Alorio, with all his chatteb 
and pros€ny. 

(b) There were many members of the family of De Neketon settled at Bisbj. Balpli 
de Neketon's land there passed to Sir Bobert Horel, Kniffht. 

(c) Pincenu^i proper somame is ill^Ue in the Melford Ohartnlaiy, bat in tha 
Register of the Sacrist of the Abbey of St. Edmund's, Buxy, his name is given as 
** Seward," Fincema {Pinoema being tLe abbey wine butler or cupbeaier). 

(d) Beginald de Brodey, in the year 1197, held of Abbot Samson a knij^i^s foe in 
Broddey, which had belonged to his fitther Peter. Eeginald's daughter Liwy married 
John de Cramaville, of Mdford, whose name appears as an attesting witness to wrml 
Melford deeds ; and she had a son, John de Oramaville. She remamed John Algar. 



Abbot Hugh, of Northwold. 

Casta Lokerei fili Absolon de Homagio et Servicio Alezi Absolon, 
Walteri Pahnere, et Walteri Peynton cum annuo reddi jYUt^ 
Inter cartas Abbatis, A. 12. prout sequitur in hsdo verba. 

A.D. 1218—1228. 

The said Lokereus, son of Absolon of Melford, sold in perpetnily 
to Hugh (of Northwold, Abbot of St. Edmund^ afterwards trandatea 
to the bishopric of Ely) and his successors, the homages and services 
of Alexis, son of Absolon, and of Wdter Palmer, and of Walter the 
miUer, in the town of Melford ; viz. from Alexis 10 pence a jear, payable 
at the four registered terms of the Court of Melford, for 5 acres of 
land ; of Walter Pahner, 6 pence a year, pajne^le as above, for 1 acre 
of pasture; and of Walter tlio miller, 2 pence a year simflarly, fyt 
^^ acres of arable land ; and for all these the Abbot paid to Lokerens 
the sum of 12 shillings in money. 

Witnesses hereto : 

(e\ Sir OiLBEBT D£ Kkntewell. William, son of GalanU 

(f) Johk de Cbamavii.le. Hugh, son of Adanu 

BoBEBT, son of Thomas Brian, Ynoxe de PitESTOX. 

the Forester, Walteb Newman. 

BoGEB, son of William. Makrio, son of Philip. 

Ad4M de BBiKEitEC. HuoH, his son. 

Geoffbt Skmeb. Adam, the Clerk. 

(E) In this deed alone ocean the name of Sir Gilbert de EentewelL 

(f) The family of De CraoiaTille, besides having estates in Broeklej and Hawitaad, 
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had considerable possessions in Melford, and held what of laie years was the paper-mill, 
and which was then two water^Us under one roof; and they had land and a house at 
Cranfield, which is a corruption of their name, which sometimes occurs as " De Granville." 
Some of the family were buried in the old Priory of Sudbury. In 1S31, Peter, son of 
Alan de Brockley, released to John de CramayiUe and Lucy his wife, half the advowson 
of the church of Brockley. 

Cabta ejusdem Lokebici de v acris terrad cum pertinentibus jacent : in 
Tenakercroft : inter cartas Abbatis A. 13. prout sequitur in haac 
verba. 

A.D. 1213—1228. 

The said Lokereus surrendered to Abbot Hugh 5 acres of land, 
with appurtenances, which he had held in the field caUed Tenakercroft, 
for which the Abbot paid him 6 marcs (£4) by the hand of GFeoffiy de 
Semer, to whom the Abbot then sold the land. And further, it was 
agreed that there should be refunded to Lokereus and his heirs for 
ever, 6 pence a year, which he had to pay, in lieu of his due services, 
to the Court of Melford ; for which 6 pence the said Qeoffry, or his 
heirs who might hold this land, were to be responsible. For the 
perpetual security of which thing, Lokereus affixed hereto his seal. 

Witnesses hereto : 

Robert de Boston. Adah Gabdikkb. 

John dr CbamaviUiB. Adam de Bbikebbc. 

RoGEB, son of William. Walter le Palm. 

Brian, the Forester. (a) Walteb le Neweman. 

BoBEBT, son of Thomas (b) Manbio, son of Philip. 

(Brian). Bobbbt, the Clerk of the 

Thomas, his son. Abbey. 

(a) Walter la Keweouui is ekewhere called Walter de Melford. He was the aon of 
William le Kewemaii, and held Linds of the Abbot^ now in Mdford Place, between the 
years 1234 and 1248, which had boen b<s}ueathed to him bjhia father after the death of 
ills Hunt Amtreda. 

(b) Thid Philip may have been Die penon who owned eonHtderahli* proper^ in 
Melford, and who ia recorded to have been hung /or ik0 aboot the jeure 1 170 to 1180. 



Abbot Henbt. 

(juiGTA CiiAMA RoBEBTi, Fabri de Melford, de omnibus terris, rodclitibus, 
et de tenemento cum oSicio fabrili, et pratibus suis. Inter cartas 
Abbatis A. 8. prout 8e(|uitur in hsdo verba. 

A.D. 1234—1248. 

Robert the blacksmith, of Melford, granted and conveyed to 
Henry, Abbot of St. Edmund, all lands and incomings, and the house, 

2 L 2 
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with the forge and smithy, which he possessed in the town of Melford, 
and the land pertaining thereto. 
Witnesses : 

(g) Robert db Shardelawe. Brian, the Forester. 

Henry de Neketon. Adam, the Gardener. 

(h) Robert de Neketon. Thomas, son of Robert 

Thomas de Whepstead. Hugo, son of Manrio. 

Robert db Rede. And others. 

Geoffrt db Melford. 

(o) The family of Shardelowe held maoh land in Suffolk, and liad a manor in Little 
Barton. In temp. Henxy YL their arma were. Argent a cherron goles, between three 
crom eroaaleta fitoh^ anire. 

(h) Robert de Nekton's name ia attached to a deed of Sir Robert Horel, of Riaby, in 
1259. One Oeofiiy de Nekton waa a Friar Minor of Babwell, of St Edmund, and waa 
aoapended in 1263, with eight other monks, for oontomacy, and with a threat of ezoom- 
monioation, under a brief of Pope Urban lY*, of 1262, the Friars Minor having intruded 
tbemaelTes within the Banna lenca of the Abbey and refusing to quit their poweasion, 
which had been sorreptitioaslj acquired. 

Abbot Edward de Walfole. 

Carta Henrioi de TirrrsHALB de uno messuagio et iv aoris teme, 
reddent: aule de Melford annuatim zix^* inter cartas Abbatia 
A. 6. prout Beqoitur in hado verba. 

A,D. 1248—1256. 

Henry de Tisteshall (dc in the deed) oonveys to John Brodeghet 
of Thorp, in consideration of his homa^ and service, and 9^ marcs of 
money (£6. 68. 8d.)t which he has paicU 4 acres of arable land and a 
messuage on the said land in Meubrdt lying between the lands of 
GylotCt son of William Torloser, and lands of Adam Oru, and abutting 
on the road called Eallesfrete,^ to hold to him and liia assu^, fto., 
] laying to the said Hcnr}* yearly vm^, and to the manor of Melford 
yearly xix^, at four terms ; viz. 4fd. each, at St. Michael, St. Andrew, 
Easter, and the Nativity of St. John the Baptist. 

Witnesses hereto : 

William de Hkciiam Robert BianKBKc. 

(Hitcham). Robert Lokkk. 

JoHK Elgar (PAlgar). Heryky de Playford. 

Geoffry de Mclfoki). Richard de la More. 

William, his son. Thomas Scotclito. 

Thomas, son of Robert. Alexander de Redgrave. 
Alan Peytevin. 

* So that Hall Street, Melford, lias certainly^ borne its same name for more tluui six 
centuries, and probably from long before tbe above date. 
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Cabta Willelmi de Lavenham de una acra prati iacente super Regia 
Via quaa ducit de Meleforde versus Oippewicum. Inter cartas 
Abbatis A. a. prout sequitur in haec verba. 

A.D. 1248—1256. 

William de Lavenham and Amicia his wife grant and convey to 
Edward de Walpole, Abbot of Bury, one acre of meadow in Melford, 
lying lengthways along the king's highway leading from Melford to 
(Gippewic) Ipswich (t. e. Bull Lajie), one end abutting on a meadow 
belonging to the Abbot, and the other on a meadow of Edward, at 
the stall. 

Witnesses hereto : 
(i) Sir Henrt de Bellogampo, Geoffbi de Pelham. 

Elnight. (j) Hesvey de Platfobd. 
Geoffry de Melford. Richard de More. 

WiLLLAM DE FbYRIO. WiLLIAM DB GuNTUN. 

Hugh, son of Manric, of Alexander de Walpoole. 

Melford. Colin de Pelhaic. 

Thomas Galaunt. Andotiiers. 

(i) In 1253, Sir Heniy Bellocampo, or BeaQohamis Held the manor of Rede Hall, 
with two caracates of land there. 

(j) Henrey de Playford also atteeted aboot this aame date a deed of Walter de Risbj 
who sold to the Baerist of St Edmund's his nUein. Walter UtiAylwaid, wiikaUkis 
progeny. 



QaiETA Claha RicuARDi Okne de una acra pastime jacente in le 
Lackfordstrete. Inter cartas Abbatis A. 10. prout sequitur in 
haec verba. 

A.D. 1248—1256. 

Richard, son of Robort Onne, of Melford, granted and convened 
to Edward de Walpole*, Abbot of St. Edmund's, an acre of pasture in 
Melford, lying in Lackford Street, among the Abbot's lands ; one end 
abutting on the pasture of Robert Loker, towards the east^ and the 
other end on die pasture of Matilda de la Tye. For which the Abbot 
gave him Ss. sterling. 

Witnesses hereto : 

Robekt de Heciiam (Hitcham). TnoMAs Gauxt. 

Geopfby de Pelham. Robert de BfiiKEBEc. 

Geoitrv de Melfoed. Richard pe Bitlkkte*. 

William, his sou. And others. 
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QuiETA Clama : Adam£ le Forester de Serjantia qua habuit ad bosoos 
Abbatis Custodiend : Inter cartas Abbatis A. 11. prout sequitur in 
I18B0 verba. 

A.D- 1248-1266- 

Adam the forester to all who may see or hear of this writing, greeting. 
— Know that I have given and wanted for myself, my heirs, and assigns, 
without reservation, to Edward [de Walpole] Abbot of St. Edmund, and 
to his successors the abbots thereof, idl those my heritable rights to 
the Sergeant^ * of the woods of the said abbots, with all appurtenant 
to the same m Melford ; not only as to the demesne woods, but also 
as to other rights, with all liberties pertaining to the same. And I 
have also given and panted for me and my heirs to tiie said Abbot and 
his successors all ouiet possession of all right and claim in all fisheries 
around the 8maU Park m Melford, and in the water of the Stour river 
near the said Park. Also all homage and service and all pertaining 
thereto, that Thomas Qalaunt renders to me for the holding which he 
has of me in Melford. 

Witnesses hereto : 

Sir Thohas Bigot, Knight, Robert db Bridebec. 

Steward of the Liberty of Robert de St. Edmund's. 

St. Edmund. Robert, son of Walter. 

Sir William db Hbtoham. Hugh Baril. 

Sir Geoffrt db Pblham. Adam lb Sallb. 

Ralph de Anhxjs. Edward db Dts. 

Richard de Geddtng. Hugo, son of Monte. 
Hervt de Pleceford. 

WiLUAM DE WaLPOLB (of 

BrocUey Hall). 



Quieta Clama : Thom : Galaukt de Ousted : bosconim. Inter cartas 
Abbatis A. 16. prout sequitur in han^ verba. 

A.D. 1248-1266. 

• 

Enow all men, that when Adam le forester and Thomas Gblaunt 
resigned to Edward (or Edmund), Abbot of Saint Edmund, and his 
successors, that heritable right which the said Adam le forester held of 
the Sergeanty of the woods of the Abbot in Melford, with all belonging 

* Battely says that these Bergcanties of the Abbey were to a certain extent militacy 
feoflki rendering military services. Wives oould claim dowers from the hiida held in 
sergeanty. 
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to the same, the said Abbot for himself and his successors granted 
all of these to Thomas Gtdaunt and his heirs for ever ; always reserving 
to the Abbot the rights over all the green paths, chaseways, and road- 
ways, which the said Abbot used to have customarily in the time of 
Adam le forester ; and also reserving all payments and customary 
services for the holding which the said Adam used to have of the Abbot 
in Melford. 

Witnesses hereto : 

Sir Thomas Bigot. Robert de Bbidebec. 

Sir William de Eoham Bobebt dh St. Edmund. 

(Hitcham). Robert, son of Walter. 

Sir Oeoffbt de Pelham. Adam de Selle. 

Balph de Aish. Edmund de Hats, 

(k) Nioolas de Oeddtng. And others. 
William de Walbpol. 

(k) Nicolas de Oeddjng, in 1259, witneased a IfiMe of Sir Walter FitsBemard at 
Hisby. He bought of Ralph de Saxham a manor at Saxham, afterwards called Geddyngs. 
His son Adam was living in 1300, aocording to Abbot Northwold's book of fees. 



QuiETA Clama: Thom: Galaunt de i aoro pastursd. Inter cartas 
Abbatis A. i. A. prout sequitur in hadc Terba. 

A,D. 1248-1266. 

Thomas Galaunt of Melford conveyed to Edward (de Walpole) 
Abbot of St. Edmund's, and his successors, one acre of pasture in 
Melford, which had been bequeathed to him by Matilda, formerly wife 
of William de la Tye, and which lies by the Ahlot's Pond Uwaras the 
south. 

Witnesses hereto : 

Sir TncMAs Bigot, Steward Robkrt de St. Edmund's. 

of the Liberty of St. Robkkt, son of Walter. 

Edmund. Hroii Babil. 

Sir WnxiAM de Heoham. Adam db Selle. 

Geoffrv dk Pelium. Bauu pe Hays. 

Ralph de Axiirs. Hugh, son of Manric. 
Richard he Geddtno. And others. 

Robert db Bridebec. 

This land, from tlie description, was a part of the Bull Meadow, opposite the south 
side of the ponds. 
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QuiETA Claka : Thom : Galaunt de Custode Boscorum Abbatis. Inter 
cartas Abbatis A. 18. prout sequitur in lisec verba. 

A.D- 1248-1266. 

Thomas Galaunt, of Melford, conveyed to Edward (de Walpole), 
Abbot of St. Edmund, the custody and charge of the woods belonging 
to the said Abbot, with all that pertains to the Sergeanty of the woods 
of the said Abbey, &c. Togetner with all rights pertaining to the 
said holding which Adam le ^rester had given to him. 

Witnesses hereto : 

The same names as in the preceding document. 

Indentuba inter Abbatem et Thoi£ah Oalaumt de excambio Prati et 
Pastured. Inter cartas Abbatis A. 19. prout sequitur in h»o 
verba. 

A.D. 1266-6. 

Agreement between Edward (de Walpole), Abbot of St Edmund's, 
and Thomas Gkdaunt, in the fortieth vear of the reign of King 
Henry (III.), son of King John, by which the said Thomas conveyed 
to the said Abbot, &c., 1 acre of meadow in Melford, lyine between 
the land of Edward del Style and the land of Bichara Onne, and 
abutting upon the end of the Vintners' premises in that town. And 
also 1 acre of pasture lying by the road towards Acton, between the 
pasture of the said Abbot which he had of the grant of the said Thomas, 
and the pasture of Geofiry de Melford. These 2 acres being in 
exchange for 2 acres of pasture lyine in the upper end of ** le Wynea- 
meres, between the lana of Walter de Bridebec and the land of Thomas 
de Hal ; Thomas Galaunt paying annually 8d., which he used to pay 
on the acre of pasture by the roadway near Acton, and at the same 
periods. And th<> said Thomas and his licirs shall be for ever ft^e 
of the payment of 4d. a year, which they usoil to make to the Abbot on 
the acre of meadow abutting upon the end of the Vintners* premises. 

Witnesses : 

The same as to the last deed. 

Fart of the abo\o land was in the present Ball Meadowa 

CJoNVENiio inter Abuatkm et Thomam Gaijiunt do excambio diversamm 
terrarum. Inter cartas Abbatis A. i. o. prout sequitur in haw 
verba. 

A.D. 1255-6. 

Af^eement made between Edward (de Walpole), Abbot of St. 
EdiQurid, and Thomas Galaunt, in the fortieth year of the reign of 
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King Henry (III.)» son of King John, by which the said Thomas 
Galaunt conveys to the said Abbot six acres and half a rood of land, 
in " Lynnige/* which were formerly called " la Legh," in exchange for 
six acres and half a rood of land lying in the field called " Northo," 
along the land of Walter de Bridebec, and abutting on " le Wynes- 
meirs/' the said Thomas and his heirs who shall hold this land, doing 
to the abbots the same customary services for this land in Northo as 
they formerly did for the land of " la Legh in Lenynge," and at the 
same periods, &c. 

Witnesses hereto : 

Sir Thomas Bigot, Knight.* 

Sir Robert de Bobhah, Knight.t 

Geoffbt de Pblhak. 

Thomas, son of Sir Thomas Bigot. 

Geoffbt de Melfobd. 

William, his son. 

Robert de Bbidebeo. 

Edwabd de Hays. 

Huqh, son of Manric. 

Robebt of St. Edmund's. 

Adam de Sells. 

WiLLUM DB WaLEPOL. 



Abbot Simon de Sutine (sonietimes called Lutene). 

Cabta JuLTAKiE Galaunt de homagio Willi Lavenham cum Annuo 
Servitio iii*^ et Annuo Reddi : nn^ Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 19 : 
prout sequitur in hsse yerba. 

A.D. 1256-1279. 

Juliana, foi^nu rly wife of Thomas Galaunt , of Melford, being a 
widow, conveyed to Simon [de Sutine], by the grace of God Abbot 
of St. Edmund, the homage and service of WilHam of Lavenham, for 
which he used to pay her annually 3 shillings, for a certain tenement 
which he held of her in Melford ; with all rights thereunto belonging. 
The said Juliana also grants and resigns to the said Abbot an annual 
payment of 4 pence, which the Abbot used to pay her on land which 

* His arms vrvn\ t^^mp. Heniy ITI., Or, a cross GmIcs, 5 e»icallop8 Argent (*' Anti- 
quarian Repertory," p 00). In Westminster Abbejr it L» simply Or, a cross Gules. 

t Sir Robert de IWliam was of the pariith of that name in Chelmsford hundred. 
He died in 1 2G5. lie in described as possessing a measuaige called Old Hall, with 140 acren 
of arable land, 14 acres of meadow, 10 acres of fiasture, 4 acres of wood, a water-mill, and 
23 shillings of rent in Borehain. His (ather held a knight s fee of the Honour of tlio Karl 
of Boulogne. 
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had been exchanged with him ; which land lay in the park of thd 
Abbot called " Elmesete." 

For which grants and conveyances the Abbot paid to her 40 shil* 
lings in money. 

Witnesses hereto : 

Sir Walter, son of Humfrq^, Knight. 
Sir RoBEBT BE Pbsstone, Ejiight. 
Sir RoBEBT Cabbunel, flight. 
Sir John de Hodeboyile, Knight. 
(hh) Sir Hugo Talemasohe, Knight. 
Sir Ralph de Alnete, Knight 
Laubenoe de Offington. 
Nicholas de Beolbs. 

RiOHABD db Botolnbsdaib, Clerk, Chaplain. 
Oebabd de Wachesham. 
Walteb de Bebnham. 
John de Cbahayile. 

ROBEBT DE BbIDEBEC. 

Robbbt de Melfobd. 

Geoffbt, son of Alan de Melford. 

John Peitenin. 

(l) Sir Robert^ ton of Sir Oeoffiy Ourbonal, hdd a knij^fi fee at Great Wmldingfidd, 
and had a gruit of free warren in Newton in 1266-7. The family of Carbonel otme OT«r 
with the Conqoeror. 

(m) The De Hodeborfle fiunily are mentionad in the Abbot^a cbartnlaiy as holding 
land in Helford aboat the year 1050. This Sir John was living in 1S99. Maigaret dm 
Hodeborile, an heiress of this fiunilT, married Peter de Bamsrrfiston (an anositor of ibm 
imsent fiunilj), who was M.P. for SafTolk in 1900 and 131S. In ISSl she held lands at 
Acton whidi had belonged to Walter, son and heir of John de HodeboTile. He att ea ta 
some of these Melford deeds, togeUier with Sir John de HodebovQe. 

(mm) Qaeiy : Is this tlie perun who manied the daagliter of Berta de Wanoi, of 
Bniy St Edmund's I 

Ck)NVEKno iNTKB Ai^ATEM ET DoMiNUM WiLij:L>rrM i>E Sanoto Ciabo, de 
Molendinoy stngno, et Breta reparacdi. Inter CartaB Abbatis 
A. 20, prout patet in h£90 Terba. 

A.D. 1266—1279. 

This is tho agreement made between the venerable father Simon 
[de Sutine], D. G. Abbot of St. Edmund, and Sir William de St. 
Clare, knignt. Wlicreas the said Sir William has repaired his mill 
belonging to his manor of Lyston, the said Abbot for himself and his 
successors, covenants and grants to Sir William, his heirs and assigns, 
the Mill Pond, with tho dams thereto, belonging to the said mill, as 
the ancestors of the said Sir William used to hold them; and also tiiat 
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the said Sir WiUiam and his heirs shall have the use of the bridge 
towards Wyffendale Mill, in so far as any one holding Wyffendale Mill 
can conveniently and reasonably allow ; about which bridge there was 
formerly some contention between the said Abbot and the said Sir 
William, as to its perpetual maintenance and repairs, because the said 
abbots owned the watercourse leading firom the said mill of Lyston 
into the Stour [Stura] leading to Wyffendale Mill ; and if it should 
happen that the said Sir William or his heirs, holding the said mill of 
Lyston, should fail to maintain the said bridge and watercourse, then it 
shall be lawfiil for the Sheriff of Essex for the time being to distrain 
upon the goods of the said Sir William or his heirSi and to hold the same 
until the defects of the bridge and watercourse be fully made good to 
the satisfaction of the Abbot or his successors. 
Witnesses : 

Sir John de HoDEBOvniLE, Enight. 

Sir Hugh Talehache, £[night. 

SirRoBEBT Cabbonel, Knight. 

Sir Walteb, son of Humfiy, Enight. 

John de Cbamavile. 

John de Ltston. 

William de Gukton. 

BOBEBT DE BbIDEBEO. 

Henbt de Deynhall [Dynes HaII| near Halsted]. 
Thokas de Ltston Clerk. 
Seman de Foxhebd [Fozearthj. 
Hugh de la Rtnebb. 
And others. 

From the above it appean that, at the time named, the mill-pool of LjiUm Mill, and 
the waterooone thence into the Stour, belonged to the Abbot, and Uiat there waa then a 
bridge leading fit>m Essex into Suffolk. The family of Sancto Claro, or St Clere, came 
over with the Conqueror. In 1255 there was an indictment at Chelmsford against 
William de Senoto Claro and Kalph de Heyrun for having kniglits* fees and not being 
knighted. Only such jiei-sons as had £20 a year and upwards were to be knighted, and 
thoee who, being suuimontMl, neglected to take the honour of knighthood, were subject to 
a fine. The statute wsis np<*al^ in the tame of Charles I. Tliis William was Sheriff of 
Enez in the early fiert of King Edward L's reign, when he had a park at Danbuiy, where 
there U still a manor cdled St Qlere^i and Hejrrou's. The arms of Sancto Claro were. 
AjEure^ a sun in his glorj, ] proper. 

Oabta Rooebi de Tusseine de homag: et servitio 1*** pro omnibus 
serviciis DomiTii Henrici de Bellocampo et hseredum suorum de 
tenemento quomlam Willi Manduc. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 9, 
prout sequitur in lisec verba. 

A.D. 12C0. 

I, Roger, son of William de Tnsseins de Topefend [?] grant and 

2 M 2 
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convey to Abbot Simon, of St. Edmund's, all the homage and service, 
viz. Id., which Sir Henry de Bellocampo [BelchampJ and his heirs 
render customarily to me for a tenement m Melford, which had belonged 
to John, son of William Manduc, the grantor's relation. In witness 
whereof the grantor has set his seal, in London, at the feast of St. 
Michael, in the 44th year of the reign of King Henry, son of King John 
[Heniy m.]. 

Witnesses : 

ROBEBT DE VaLEINES. RoBEBT DE MaNEWODB. 

Peteb de Bobgate. Robebt de Melfobd. 

Thouas de Lavekhah. William db Belohaicp. 

Robebt de Pbeston. Riohabd de MEBNEiLns. 

GrODFBET DE IiAVENHAM. JOHN LB PeITENIN. 

John, son of Gilbert, of 
the same place. 

Cabta Johannis Andbew de v acras tenw juzta Elmissete. Inter 
Cartas Abbatis A. 28, prout sequitur in hsdc verba. 

A.R 1256—1279. 

I, John, son of Hugo Andrew, of Alfeton, have freely given, 
granted, &c. to Gk)d, to the Blessed Edmund and to Simon, Lord 
Abbot of St. Edmund, and his successors, five acres of my land in 
Melford, lying between the lands which formerly belonffed to Thomas 
Gralaunt and the land of Gk>dfr^ Herberd, one end abutting on the 
park of the aforesaid Abbot called Elmesete, and the other end on land 
of John de Muriens, &c. The Abbot to pay for service to the heirs of 
Thomas Galaunt annually 4 pence at Michaelmas. For which grant 
the Abbot has given me six marcs of money [80s.]. 

Witnesst'S : 

KoRFRT, son of Balph of St. Edmund. 
Geoffrt de Melford. 
AViLUAM, his son« 

AViLLIAM DE SOHTMPLIXGPOKD. 

RoHEBT, son of Walter. 

William de Wolpet. 

XicuoiJis DE Bolenete [Buliioy]. 

Uoi;ert de Bridebec. 

HuQo, son of Manric. 

KiCHAKD DE Falesham [Fdsham]. 

GODFRKT KOO. 

And others. 

The park called Elmsett^ or Elmsethe, is now the old Pork Fann, and s portion of 
the Dunton'a Farm. 
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Carta Waltbbi fili Rogeri de Melford de Jure et Clam : quas potuit 
habere in homagio redd: et omnibus aliis pertinentibus terras 
Roberti de Melford A. 9. in lis9c verba. 

A.D. 1256—1279- 

Walter de Melford, son of Roger de Melford, gives to Abbot Simon 
de Sutine his property, and all rights pertaining thereto in Melford. 

Witnesses : 

John de Cramavilb, de Melford. 
RoBEBT DE Bbidebeo, of the same. 
Oeoffbt FrrzALAK, of the same. 
Peteb Pobtebose, of the same. 
William de Gukton. 
RiCHABD de Faleshah [Felsham]. 



Abbot John de Nobwold. 

Cabta Willelmi Bbidebeo de Melford, reddend : xvi^ Inter Cartas 
Abbatis A.E. prout sequitur in hsdo verba. 

A.D. 1279— ISOl. 

William, son and heir of Robert de Bridebec, gave to Abbot John 
de Norwold, of St. Edmund's, 8 pence of annual payment, which Peter 
Porterose paid to the said William for 3 acres of land, which he held 
of him in Melford in the field called Bulneye ; and 2 pence a year for 
half an acre of meadow, which William the merchant^ of Melford, 
rented of him in the field near Bvl/ney; and G pence a year rental from 
Richard Prykel, miller, for a messuage in Melford, near to Fotteforde. 
For all which grant tbo said Abbot paid to the said William one marc 
in money [IBs. 4d.]. 

Witnesses hereto : 

John de Cbaicaville. 

GeOFFBT Fn!ZALAK. 

William, son of Thomas. 
Alan Botdin« 
Si3i0N, the Clerk. 
And others. 

Kobert dc Bridebec and Peter Porterose arc both named as tenaata in the Abbot's 
rental of 1287, as ia also William the merchant. 
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QuiETA Clama: Willelmi Bbidebeo de Melford de Homag: Bo^eoi 
de la Tye cum annuo reddend : xii^ et de homag : et servitio 
Simoni Geryngi cum annuo redd : u^ atque de homag : et fiervitio 
Walteri Bercher cum annuo redd : xvii** Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 8. 
prout sequitur in hsdc verba. 

A.D. 1279—1801. 

William, son of Roger de Bridebec, of Melford, granted to Abbot 
John de Norwold, of St. Edmund, the customary homage, fieryice, and 
payment which Us &ther had held from Boeer de la Tye at 12d. a 
year, for three acres of land in Melford, whicm was sold to him. He 
also granted Simon Gh^ryng's service of 9 pence for a messuage near 
the K^orth Tye in Melfora ; also Walter le Beroher's service of 17 
pence for 4 acres of land in Bulney. 

Witnesses hereto : 

Henby DE Bbeohum, Ichapkins. 

BOGEB DE ThENINOTON, ) ^ 

Sir Ralph de Alnet, Knight. 
Sir Laubenoe de Offinqton, Knight 
(n) Sir Robebt de Nobwold, Knight. 

Sir JOHK DB HODEBOVILLBt Kmght. 

(o) Sir Hugh Talemaohe^ Knight. 
John de Cbamaville. 
Robebt Gilbebt. 
SiMOK Thuboo. 

(v) Sir Robert de Norwold owned the adTowBon of the chnidi of Bmkkj hom 
1282 to after 1300, which had been mnted to him by John de OramarOle^ and h» bold 
a knight^s fee in Brockley. He aetUed, in 1308, the manor of BroAlej on Alayanitor 
and Joan de WaLtbum. Bhe waa daughter of William de MelfonL 

(o) The knightlj faimiljr of Talemache^ or Talnincli, L^id mnch ymj e itj in aevem! 
pariahei^ and fne warren in Hawated, Broddcj, and Somtrton. Their anna in the time 
of Henrjr III. and I-klward L were^ Aigent^ fi«tt^ aable. 



Cabta dk Axxro Beddekdo xin"* iv^ solvond : molendino de tenora 
Alexandri l^oer prius in Nigro Begistro Vcstiarii, folio 6. 1. prout 
sequitur in baec verba. 

A.D. 1279—1801. 

The Abbot John de Norwold grants to Gilbert, son of GHIbert 
de Elmswell, freedom for himself and his posterity; and conveys 
to hun all the lands and tenements [a mill] formerly 'belonging to 
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Alexander Poer,* on a payment to the Abbot of 40 shillings, and also an 
annual payment of one marc [13s. 4d.] at the four customary periods 
of the year. Always reserved to the Abbot and his successors the suit 
and service to the Court of the Manor of Melford, and the common 
aid due to the Abbot. And the said Gilbert and his heirs are to 
cultivate with their ploughs for one day in each year certain lands of 
the Abbot, for his support ; and also they are to help with their carts, 
one day in each year to cany the hav harvest of the estate ; and like- 
wise in autumn they are to help with their carts for one day annually, 
to carry in-the Abl}ot*s com harvest for his support. In confirmation 
of which grant the said Abbot affixed his own seal and the seal of the 
Convent. 

Witnesses hereto: 

William db Mildbnhal, William, son of Hugo. 

BOBEBT DE SaHAM, JoHN DE CbAMAVILLE. 

(the Abbot's Chaplains). Alan Bodtn. 

(p) Balph DE Alnbto. Bogeb be Bulketb. 

Oeoffbt, son of Alan de John Peitewin. 

Melford. Bobebt de Selle. 

BoBEBT DE BrnsBBOO. Bobebt le Newman. 

(p) In 1886, the fiunOj of De Alneto are mentbiied m tmong the principal tenants 
of lancLs in I4ttle Baxhani, where Gilbert de Alneto held at that time a measnage and a 
ooniideFable amoant of land. 



Cabta JoHAKNis Messaqeb do Melford de qdom porZone ciuda pasturse 
prope molendinum de Wyffedale, concessa Abbati ad fiunendum 
qdda fosf atum ad recipiendum oursum aqusa fluentem de predicto 
molendino. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 21 prout sequitur in bee 
verba. 

A.D. 1279—1301. 

I, Jolin, called Messager, of Melford, do grant and convey to 
John do NonvoMc, D. G. Abbot of St. Edmund, and his successors, 
for 4 shillings paid to me the said John ^[essager^ that portion of 
pasture which I have in Melford, near the Abbot's mill of Wyffedale in 
the said ])arisli, containing in width 20 feet, as marked out oy certain 
boundaries and ineasurements, to make a watercourse to receive and 
hold the water flowing from his said mill of Wyffedale for the purpose 
of enlarging and widening the old watercourse flowing from this mill, 
in order to maprovo the working of this mill by the quicker flow and 

* The family held knd from the Reotorj manor in 1287. 
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delivery of the water — to have and to hold the said land for a water* 
course with all easements, &c. 
Witnesses : 

Geopfet, son of Alan. Adam db Wydbs. 

John Peytewyn. Alan Boydin. 

ROGEE DB BOLNEY. BjLLPH DE (JoNTON. 

Geoppey, son of Thomas. And others. 

QuiETA Claha Bichaedi Hoceelee de Laxpelde, de homagio Edmundi 
fili Adamsd de Ghevyngton, Marisa uxoris susa, heredum at As- 
signatorum suorum p. qnoda teiito, reddent: per annum unum 
Ckivum GariofQi: inter Cartas Abbatis A. 22 prout sequiturin 
haec verba. 

A.D. 1279—1301. 

I, Bichard, called Hockelee, of Laxfield, have given, granted, and 
conveyed, &c., to the venerable &ther in God, John [de Norwold], 
Abbot of St. Edmund, and his successors, the homage of Edmund, son 
of Adam de Chevington, and Mary his wife, and their heirs and assigns, 
and all their service and annual payments of one clove, which thev paid 
me yearly, for the tenement and pasture with which they are enfeoffed 
in Melford, and the said Edmund and Mary, their heirs and assigns, 
acknowledge to hold the said tenement in chief from the Abbot and his 
successors, and 1, the said Bichard, resign all rights, rents, and 
services, &c., which I had in the said tenement, &c. 

Witnesses : 

Geoffey, son of Alan de Balph de Gunton. 

Melford. Bobebt Geapinel. 

John Peytekin. Alan Boydin. * 

WiLUAif , son of Hugo. Henby Peytenin. 

Bogee de lii lney. Adam ni: Wythbs. 

Geoffkv, sou of Thomas. And others. 
(p^) William dk ^lELFOEn. 

(f^) Johanna, h'w daughter, married Alexander de Walhimm, lord of the manor ol 
Broeklej, in 1303. TIumf son Alexander leyied a fine on his lands in Mellbrd and 
Alpheton* to enure him>elf in fee, in 1333. 

Gabta Alaki Boydin de homage Walteri Pryk de Aketon et hered : 
suorum cum Annuo redd iij*- Inter Cartas Abbatis A 28 prout 
sequitur in Lac verba. 

A.D. 1279—1301. 

I, Alan Boydin, of Melford, have given, granted, and conveyed to 
John [de Norwold], D.G. Abbot of St. Edmund, and his successors. 
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the homage of Walter Prik, of Acton, &c., with his annual payment of 
3d.y which he used to pay me yearly, at the feast of St. Michael and at 
Easter, in equal portions, — for a piece of arable land which he held from 
me in Melford, called Grodynescrofb ; for which grant, with all thereto 
pertaining, &c., the said Abbot has paid to me 2s. in money, &c. 

Witnesses : 

Geoffbt, son of Alan. Simon Thubgob. 

John Peytenin. Robbet db Wolpet, of Acton. 

ROGEB DE BuLNET. PbTBB DB BeLLO CaMPO 

Geoppey, son of Thomas. [Belchanap[. 

Adam db Wythes. Thomas db Daeepus. 

BoBEET Yne, of Melford. Ralph db Melfoed. 

Alan db Bocwodb. Simon lb Maeescal. 
Bobeet atie Waedb. And many others, &c. 

Akn Boydm, or Boydon, held fifteen aoreB of the Abbot in 1287. And the fint 
seven of these witnesses were also the Abbot's tenants at that date. 



QuiETA Clama Alani Pbtnton de quodam Molendino cum omnibus 
terris, tenementis, et pertinent : qum faenmt Walteri le Peynton in 
Meleforde, vd alibi. — winter Cartas Abbatis A 2 e. prout sequitur 
in ha9C verba. 

A.D. 1279—1301. 

I, Alan le Peynton, have conveyed to John [de Norwold], Dei 
gratia Abbot of St. Edmund, and bis successors, all daim or possession 
which I have or mav have in a mill with its appurtenances in Melford, 
and of all lands and tenements which did belong to Walter le Peynton, 
priest, in the said town, or elsewhere. For which, with all rights 
thereunto belonging, the said Abbot has paid me foiu* marks in money 
[58s. 4d.]. 

Witnesses : 

Sir RicnALD de Wbtland. 

Laukenck db Offinqton. 

Adam, parson of the Church of Schymplyng. 

Ada^i, parson of the Church of St. James of Ikelyngham. 

Thomas de Dajbfus, steward of the Manor of Melford. 

Petbb i>e Brllocampo. 

KOBEfiT DB MaRTLESHAK. 

Roger, ]iis brother. 

Geoffry, son of Alan de Melford. 

KoQEB DE BuLNEiE, of the Same place. 

Alan le Peynton was a miller. This was probablv a mill at the Paper-mill, ati the 
Hall mill and the Wi^sendale mill bad long belonged to the Abbot The Walter le 

2 K 
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Peynton, priest, mentioned in the deed, was Alan the millet's brother. The next 
following deed refers to the same persons^ and the mill in question was evidently • 
water-milL 

«The name of Thomas de Dajepos, steward of the manor of Melford, is spelt De 
Dakepus in the next deed 

Icklingham, of which place Adam the pai'son attests this deed, comprises two perisbei^ 
— St James's and All Saints'. 



QuiETA Clama Alani fili Waltebi Peynton de jure suo et olama quad 
potuit habere in tenementis qu89 fuerunt Walteri Peynton firatris 
Bui — winter Cartas Abbatis A. 29. Prout sequitur in nsao verba. 

A.D. 1288. 

I, Alan de Melford, miller, son of Walter the miUer, of Melford, 
have conveyed, &c., to John de Northwolde, D.G. Abbot of St. Edmund, 
and his successors, all claim or possession which I have, or may have, 
through the gift and feoffment or Walter de Melford, my brother,* in all 
tenements wmch had belonged to him, whether messuages, buildings, 
lands, meadows, pastures, marshes, herba^, water-mill, and moats ; 
with ingress, egress, and every kind of right, liberty, easement, and 
appurtenances, presently belonging, falling or accruing to the said 
tenements. — ^For which, with all rights, &c., the said Lora Abbot John 
has given me four marcs sterling [dSs. 4d.], &c. 

Witnesses : 

(q) Sir RicHABD DE Wetland, then chief steward of the said Lord 

Abbot. 
Tho^ias de Dakepus, then steward of the Court of the said 

Lord Abbot of Melford. 
Morgan de Ileeteshale, then mareschal of the said Lord 

Abbot. 
William di: Melford. 

Henky li: Venur [the hunteman], of Lavenham. 
Adam, rector of the Church of Lackford. 

TUOMES IE GeUESTED. 

John Clito. And others. 

Given at the feast of St. Matthew the A])ostle and Evangelist 
[2l8t Septenibein, Anno Domini M<:CLXXXviii, and in the IGth year 
of the rcign of King Edward, son of King Henry. 

(q) Wm the Bir lUcliard de Weyland, the witnens to tUw deed, a woa or brother of 
Sir Thomas de Wejlaiid, Chief Jiuitioe of the Commoii Pleas, who was connoted of felony, 
and an e]>iKO<le in whose curious history is tlius related. He eiscaj>ed from custody, dU- 
guiMd hinisolf, and was a<lniitced a noTico aiaong the Friars Minois of Babwell, of St. 
Edmundsbury, in 12StL His rctreat was discovered, but us he was in a sanctaary, forty 
days were allowed him, according to law, after which the introduction of proTisioiis into 
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the convent was prohibited. The friars soon left it through want : Weyland followed 
them, and was taken to the Tower. The triple option was given to him, — to stand his 
trial, or to be imprisoned for life, or to abjure the realm. He chose the latter, and having 
walked barefoot and bareheaded, with a crucifix in his hand, to the seaside, was imme- 
diately transported. Some years aft«r, drawing near his death, he expressed a desire that 
his heart, at least, might after his decease be conveyed to England This was conceded, 
and it was interred within the walls of the old prioiy of Sndbmy. 

His arms were Argent, a cross Oules and 5 escalopes Or, a label Azure. 



QuiETA Clama Alani Pettentn de annuo redd. x*. Inter Cartas 
Abbatis — ^A. 26 — prout seqnitor in base verba. 

A.D. 1279—1801. 

I, John, Bon of Alan Peytenyn, of Melford, have conveyed, Ac, to 
John de Norwold, Lord Abbot of St. Edmund, and his successors, all 
rights as to the payment of lOd. a year, which used to be rendered to 
me by Robert Onne and Oncia, formerly the wife of Hervey Kenech, 
and Juliana, for the tenements they held of me in the town of Melford, 
&c., for which, with all rights thereunto belonging, the said Abbot gave 
me half a marc of money [6s. 8d.], &c. 

Witnesses : 

John de Ceahavile. 
Geoffbt, son of Alan. 
William, son of Hugo. . 

ROGEB DE BuLNET. 

Geoffbt le Hetewabd. 
Ralph de Elmeswell. 
John the Merchant, of Melford. 
Stephen de Cbakemebe [Cranmoor]. 
And others, &c. 

All the persons named in tbiii deed, and tbe witiieHtei, exoepi Henrer Kenech. 
Oeoffiy le Heveward, and Stephen de Cimnemerey wire the Abbot's tenants in 1S87. 



QuiETA Ci^MA KcaiEim Wolpit do horaagio et servicio Manrici de 
Cranemerc. luter Cartas Abbatis A. 21. prout sequitur in hiee 
verba. 

A.D. 1291. 

I, Robert do Wolpet, son and heir of WDliara de Wolpet, have 
granted and conveyed to that holy man, John de Northewold, Lord 
Abbot of St. Edmund's Monastery, and his successors, the homage and 
senice of Maiiric, son of Stephen of Cranemerc, of Melford, and 
Constance his wnfe, for a messuage house, land, and meadow adjoining, 

2 K 2 
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in Melford, wliich the said Manric and Constance liis wife bought of 
me, next to the messuage and lands of GeoSrj le Hundreder. 

Witnesses : 

GBOFrBY, son of Alan. Gilbrbt db Panbtbus 

John Pbytenin. * [caUed elsewhere " de Pan^rio.*']' 

William, son of Hugo. Alan Boydtn. 

RooEB DB BuLNET. JoHN, son of John the 

Geoppbt, son of Thomas. merchant. 

Henbt Pbttbnin. Robebt Jue. 

Adah db Wtthes. And others. 

Albxandeb the Miller. 

Delivered on Friday next after the feast of St. Benedict the Abbot 
[21st March], in the 19th year of the reign of King Edward [L], 
son of King Henry. 

All the partus to, and witnenes ot this deed were the Abbot's tenants in 1187. 
The Hundreder was the bailiff or chief officer over ten tTthings. 



Cabta Bobebti Galaunt de homa^o et servitio Alani Fabri cum axmao 
redd : ij* vend. Johanni de Boston. — Inter Cartas Abbatis A. e. 
prout sequitur in hsec verba. 

About A.D. 1295. 

I, Robert Gralaunt, of Melford, have wanted and conveyed to John 
de Boston, of Eleigh Combusti and Cristina his wife, for 208. of money 
paid to me, the homage and service of Alan the blacksmith, of Melfora, 
of 2s. a year for a tenement which he held of me in the town of 
Melford, payable — at Michaelmas 6d., at tlie feast of St. Andrew the 
Apostle 6d., at E;i8tcr Cd., and at the feast of St. John the Baptist Gd., &c. 

Witnc»sse3 : 

Sir Gii i;ekt Castell, Knight. Warik the Warner 

(b) Sir John de Peyton, Knight. [warrener, of Lavenhaml. 

AoA^r Di: SinifPLiNOFOBDE. John le Tatlur [the tailor J. 

Robert Giupinel. (iilijert Hebvet. 

John I'E Lavbnham. Ralph de Dunton. 

And others. 

(r) Sir John de PeytOD, Knight, was knight of the shire for Suffolk, 1301. Ha died 
1318, and was buried at Stoke-by-Nayland. His daughter Kgidia was a nun at Mailing, 
in Kent 

Robert Galaunt, Robert Grapinel, and Gilbert Henrej were tenants of the Abbot 
in 1287. 
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Caeta Robebti Galaunt de ix Acris terras cm. : ptin : vend : Johanni 
de Boston. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 1. prout seqnitur in hsdo 
verba 

About A.D. 1295. 

I, Robert Qalaunt, of Melford, have granted and conveyed to John 
de Boston, of Elei^h Combust, and Cristina his wife, and John their 
son, for 9 marcs of money [£6] which they have paid to me, 9 acres 
of arable land, of which 6 acres are in the field called " Rinlond " lying 
between the woods of the Abbot caJled Elmesete Parh^ and the land, 
of Ralph de Dunton — one head abutting on the said park, and another 
on the land of the said Ralph ; and one acre lies between the land 
formerly of William de Melford and the land of William Witynge, one 
head abutting on the park of Elmsett and the other on the pasture of Sir 
William de Selle ; and another acre lies between the lands of William de 
Melford and William de Wytyn^, abutting on the same, in the field 
called " le Lee," in Melford, paymg to the lord of the feoff in chief one 
penny, at two terms of the year ; viz. at Easter ^., and at Michaelmas 
^d., &c. 

Witnesses : 

Sir Gilbebt Castbll, ^ 

Sir John db Peyton, y Knights, 

(s) Sir Peteb de Denardeston, ) 

Wabin le Wabneb [warrener], of Lavenham. 

John de Lavenham. 

Hugo, of the same. 

Robert Gbafinel. 

John le Tatlub. 

Nicholas Babel. 

Gilbebt Huet. 

Ralph de Dunton. 

(s) Two years after tbe data of tliis deed, one of the atiettiDg witneMei, Bir Peter do 
DenardesUm. gave e^ddenoe as a witneaa in the matter of Benedieli the heir of tlie kni^'htly 
house of Blakeiumi, of Lackfordi on hia making proof of his mgb, in 1297, as being then 
over twenty one jcara old. Sir Peter de Deuanlehton, Knight^ aged 40 years, dwelling ai 
league from ChrUworth, deposed that the year that Benedict was bom, he, 8ir Peter, 
went to Oambridge for Us stadias and heard dvil law there for four yeara. 

His anus were, Azure^ two bars Argent, the chief Gules^ a leopard passant Or. ] 

Cabta RoBKRTi G.aAUNT de x. acris terras arabilia yenditis Johanni 
de Boston. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 11. prout seqoitur in luec 
verba. 

About A.D. 1295. 

I, Robert Galant, of Melford, have granted and conveyed, Ac, to 
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John de Boston, of Eleigh Combust, and Cristina his wife, and the 
heirs of the said John, all my rights and possession, &o., in 10 acres of 
arable land of a field called " Little Croft," between the limds of Thomas 
Leche and the lands formerly of William Whityng, one head abutting 
on the road leading fix)m the park of the Abbot ciJled Elmssete towards 
the queech called '^ Boseporouch," and the other on the land of Bobert 
of Melford, and upon the pasture of William de Melle, Chaplain; for 
which rights and grants the said John and Cristina have paid me 
5 marcs of money [£3. 6s. 8d.], &c. 

Witnesses: 

Robert de St. QmNnN, of Sudbury. 
William the Parson. 
Walteb de Belohamp. 

BOBEBT DE BeBTON. 

Ralph de Dunton. 

GiLBEBT ELeBVET. 

William de Mellb, chaplain. 
John, son of John Bobyn. 
BoGEB, son of Hamon le holer. 
Alan de Aqua, of Lavenham. 
Thomas, son of Walter de Bdchamp. 

Given at Sudbury, Wednesday next after the dose of Easter, in the 
23ra year of the reign of King Edward I. 

Hie Imnd mentioned bere m fonnerlj William WUtyng's itill retoined in 1580 the 
name of '' Whitjngi." It was part of the fielda on Donton'a fium, now called Hithor 
Price field and New Cloie field. 



Carta Robekti Oalaukt de una pecia pastursB yooata le Greneireyo 
venditi Johanni de Boston. — winter Cartas Abbatis A. C 8. prout 
scquitur iu haac verba. 

About A.D. 1295. 

I, Rob^Tt, son of William Galaunt, of ^lelford, have granted aiu] 
conveyed to John de Boston, of Elcigli Combust^ Cristina his vdie^ 
and the heirs and assigns of the said John, a piece of pasture called 
** le Qrenoweye,'* in Melford, divided by metes and bounds, between 
the lands of tlie Abbot and the bank of the stream flowing from the 
bridge called " le Stenenbregee," throutj;li the Little Parhf one head 
abutting on ''le Palmersbrok,*' and tJie other on the land called 
" Worynescrofte ; " and also a piece of pasture called " le Brodemoor,*' in 
the said town, lyiiip next the Groneweye and the said stream bank, one 
head abutting on the meadow of Katherine Alston, and land formerly 
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of Robert Drake, for which grant and lands the said John and Cristina 
paid me £20. 
Witnesses : 

Sir John de Peyton, Benight. Waein le Waebnn. 

Sir Hugo Talemache, Kiiight. Robert Gbapbnbl. 

John de Hodeboville. Ralph de Donton. 

Robert de Geddyno. Geopprt le Hetewabd. 

(Magister) Alan db Rokb- John Peytenin. 
wode. And others. 

John de Lavenham. 

Given at Melford, the day of the Conversion of St Paul [25th January], 
in the 23rd year of the reign of E^ing Edward [I.]. 

The stream here named was eyidently the Melford river, and Brodemoor probablj 
was the present Broad Meadow. 

Carta Robebti Galaunt de iij Acris et dl prati, vend : Johanni de Bosto. 
Inter Cartas Abbatis A. C 2. prout sequitur in hsdc verba. 

About A.D. 1295. 

I, Robert Oalaunt, of Melford, have given and conveyed to John 
de Boston, of Blegh [Eleigh] Combust, and to Cristina ms wife, and 
John their son, in consideration of 8 marcs of money [£5. 6s. 8d.J, 
which they have paid to me, three acres and a half of mowing meadow m 
one piece, in the field called ** Humbelchar," and lying between the 
Vineyard and meadow of Florence de Bentham, one head abutting on 
the said land, and the other on the land of William de Melford, ^ in 
Melford ; holding in chief of the feoff and payi^ thereto yearly a half- 
penny ; viz., at Michaelmas a farthing, and at Easter a mrthing, — and 
all usual customary services and attendance on the Manor Court when 
demanded, &c. 

Witnesses : 

Sir Qhbebt Casteix, 1 

Sir John de Peyton, >-Enights. 

Sir Feteb de DENABniisTOK, ) 

Geoffbt, son of Alan, of Melford. 

Robert Grapikel. 

Walteb le Wabn [? Warenner]. 

John Lavenhah. 

Hugo Lebebe. 

GaBEBT Hebvet. 

Ralph de Dunton. 
And others. 

The Humbelchar Meadows were those now in Wash Farm, lying between the bottom 
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of Spdtliom Wood and the Btream adjoining the QueeoL Judging by the soil, the 
was probably in Lower Bamfield, Wash FaruL 

Sir Gilbert Gastell's name is spelt in 1300 as Castellane. 

QuiETA Clama Robebti Galaunt de omnibuB messuagiis^ terris, et 
aliis pertinent: quad quondam fuerunt Thomsa Galaunt £acta 
Johaimi de Boston. — Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 28 prout sequitur 
in h89C verba. 

About A.D. 1295. 

I, Robert, son of William Gkdaunt, of Melford, have jnanted and 
conveyedi &c., to John de Boston, of Eleigh Combust, and Cristiana his 
wife, and the heirs, &c. of the said John, all right, possession, or daim 
which I have in Melford, whether in houses, messuages, gardens, 
ponds, vineyards, lands, tenements, pastures, feoffs rendering homages, 
fisheries, and all other belongings, wnich formerly belonged to Thomas 
Galaunt, my uncle, &c. 

Witnesses: 

(t) Sir William de Gbet, ^ 

Sir Peteb de Denabdeston, / jr^^x.^^ 
Sir Hugo de Talemache, f J^^g^^w- 
Sir John de Peyton, J 

(U) BOBEBT DE St. QuINTIN DE SUDBUBT. 

Hugo Ganoe. 

BOBEBT DE BeBTON. 

Geoffby de Nettlestede. 
Geoffbt, son of Alan de Melford. 
Alan de Bokewode. 
Geoffbt le Hetewabdb. 
And others. 

GKven at Sudbun-, the day after the feast of the Invention of the Holr 
Cross [8nl May], in the 28rdyear of the reign of King Edward [I.J, 
son of King Henry [III.]. 

(t) 8ir William de Qrej waa of Oavendijili. He waA Imried in the old prioiy diurch, 
Sudbury. His arms were, Aiore^ a fen between two clie\Toiia Or, a label Galea, 
(u) The family of 8t Qointin ut mentioned in after deeda. 



Cabta Bobekti Gelham de annuo redd: vi'^Y^md: Johanni de 
Boston, inter Cartas Abbatis A. e. g. prout sequitur in haac verba. 

About A.D. 1295. 

We, Bobert de Gelham and Johanna my wife, have granted and 
conveyed, &c., to John de Boston, of Eleigh Combust^ and Cristina his 
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wife, and their heirs, 6d. of annual payment,. which Nicholas Gent, of 
Melford, customarily paid to me for his messuage and croft belonging 
thereto, in Melford ; which messuage abuts on Burbegestrete, and on 
the land of Eichard Bercarius, and lies between the land of the said 
Eichard and of Sir Ralph de Selle ; paying to us and to our heirs one 
grain of pepper yearly at Christmas, &c. 

Witnesses : 

Ralph de Duktone. 
John de Shimplingfobde. 

ROBEBT ObaFIKEL. 
(v) GiLBEBT DB PaNETBBU. 
ROGEB DE BOLNETE. 

And otherSi &c. 

(t) The famfly of De Panetria held laocb of the Abbot, now part of High Street 
farm, Melford, which landa still retain their name. John Charlea Pantry, yeoman, of 
Melford, is mentioned in 1505. The Borbesestrete mentioned in the deed was most 
probably the present Bridge Street^ for Sir Balph de Selle's land was near there. 



Cabia Alaki Botdtk de homagio at servitio Robert! de Sancto Qoin- 
tino de Sudbury ; Gilberti ad Agnum de eade ; Willi, parsonia de 
eade ; Johannis Prentjs ; Theobaldi, follor ; GhJfridi [Fik] par- 
sodsb; Manricii Stonhous; Prioris Sancti Bartholomei de eade; 
et Gilberti de Grangia de Waldyngfelde. Biter Cartas Abbatis 
A. 29. prout sequitur in hsdo verba. 

A.D. 1299. 

Be it known to all &ithful Christian people who shall lBee or hear 
of this present writing, that I, Alan Boydyn, or Melford, have convey e<l, 
granted, &c., to the Venerable Father John [deNorwold], Lord Abbot 
of St. Edmund's, and to his church of St. Edmund, and to his succes- 
sors, the honia<j;es and services, witliout any reserve, of Robert de St. 
Quintin, of Sudbury; of Gilbert at the Lamb, of the same place; of 
William tlio parson, of the same place ; of John Preiitys, of the same 
place ; of Theobald the fuller, of the same place; of Geoffry Fik, the 
parson ; of tlie prior of St. Bartliolomew, of the same place ; of Manric 
of Stonhus, of the same place ; and of Gilbert of the Urange, of Groat 
Waldingfield, — for all lanas and tenements which the said persons hold 
of me, under the feoff of the said Abbot in Melford ; and that neither 
I nor my heirs will at any future time make any claim to hold or to 
sell any of the said homages or sen^ices, whether in reliefs of the custody 
of wards, or escheats, or of manorial or demesne services. In witness 

2o 
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whereof I have placed my seal to this present writing. These being 
witnesses: 

Sir John de Hodeboville, (w) Sir John de Pettok, EInight. 

Knight. RoBEBT de Geddtkob. 

John de Hodeboville. John de Boston. 

(x) Thomas Gippaed. John Peytenin. 

OEOFFBr, son of Alan. And others. 

Given at Melford, Wednesday next after the Feast of the Deoollation 
of the blessed John Baptist [29th August], in the 27th year of the 
reign of Ejng Edward, son of King Henry. 

The fiunily of St Qaintjii, mentioned in the preoeding deed, were of Krendi 
extraction, and eerij connected with Sodlmnr. Robert's fitUier, Henry St Qnintjii, 
and hie brother Philip were both buried in the old Priory Ohoreh in Sndboij. Iran 
an inqoisiticQ made in 1275, it appeared that Robert and John de St Qointjn eiLpori g d 
wool, contnrj to the king^a inhibition, trading through the port of Ipawioh. They an 
deacribedy with others in the same liati at ** Merdianti of Amieni^ in Fnmoe.* Bobeci 
de St Qoin«yn*8 wife's name is mentioiied in 1801 at '^S^geTna." 

(w^ Sir John de Pejton, in 1S79, hdd the lordship of Ramsholt^ in the WlUbtd 
hundred of Soffidk. 

(x) Thomas GifEud was of Bro^le]r» and in and before the year 1818 held laada 
there^ of which there was a recital in a charter of 18S6. He married Amy, widow ct 
Thomas deWalpole^ In 1275, a member of this femflj, one Walter Oiffiud,trsadierooa|f 
slew, in Gasconr, Sir Adam de Creting, who held from William Oifiard a oooaiderable 
amount of land in Barrow. Sir Adam's son was made a prisoner at the same tima Tbm 
motire for the murder does not appear. 



C^RTA Alani Botdth de Annuo redd ij** qaos solebant reddere Theo* 
balclus fTolour et Willelmus persona de Sudbuiy. Inter Cartas 
Abbatis A. 80. prout aequitor in hx^c verba. 

A.D. 1279-1801. Probably Anno 1299. 

I, Alan Boydyn, of Melford, have granted, conveyed, &c., to the 
Venerable Father John [de Korwold], D. Q. Lord Abbot of St. 
Edmund, 2.s. of yearly payment in ^[iltbrd ; of wluoh sum Theobald 
the fuller, of Sudbury, paid me yearly 12d. for three aores of land in 
Melford, lying between the lands of Adam d^Wythea and Hugo le 
Paumer, one he^id abutting on the land of Ilichard Soateron and the 
other head on the land of Gilbert at the Lamb, of Sudbory; and 
W^ilUam the parson, of Sudbury, paid me annually another 12d. for 
four acres of land lying between the lands of Riohard Soateron and tho 
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lands of the Priory of St. Bartholomew, both heads abutting on the 
land of Hugo le Paumer, of Melford. 
Witnesses: 

Robert de Melfobd. 
John de Cbamatille, de Melford. 
Geoffbt, son of Alan, of the same. 
Oeoffbt, son of Thomas, of the same. 
John Pettenin, of the same. 
Adam de Wtthes, of the same. 
(t) William de Melfobd, of the same. 
William, son of Manric, of the same. 
Adam the Clerk. 
And others. 

(t) William de Melford's dangliter Joan, or Joanna, manied Alexander de Walaham, 
lord of the manor of Brocklejr, who waa living in 1303, and who owned the advowwrn of 
Brocklejr Chnrch, which had belonged to John de Cramaville. William de Melford's 
sarname is elsewhere given as *' De Neweman." Land on Bodbridge £ftnn still, in 1580, 
bore the name of one of the parties mentioned in the deed; vis. '' Soaterons." 

Cabta Bobebu Galauot de v Acris et d! Terrad vend : Johanni de 
Boston. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. Cr. prout sequitur in hsoc 
▼erba. 

No date, but about 1800. 

I, Bobert Ghdaunt, have granted, conveyed, &o., to John de Boston, 
of Eleigh Combust, and Cristina his wife, for a certain sum paid to 
me, 5^ acres of my arable land in Melford, of which four acres lie 
in the field called i)unningworde, between the limds of Bobert Gent 
and John de Burebregg, and one acre and a half lying in the field 
called Sedde, between the lands of William le Saltere and Nicholas 
le Cowherde, rendering to me annually in chief one doveat liGchaeknas, 
for all customary services, &c. 

Witnesses : 

Sir GiLBEBT LK Castellake, *) ir^. 1 4.^ 
Sir John DB Peyton, | Knights. 

AnAX DE Shihplingfobd. 

JOHK DE LaVENHAM. 
BOBBBT GbAPIKEL. 

Geoffbt, son of Alan. 
Wabik le Warbentr [the warrener]. 
John le Tatlub [the tailor]. 
Andbew de Dunmawt [Dunmow], Clerk. 
And others. 

2 2 
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Casta Radulfhi de Donton de .i\j rodis TerrsB vend : Johanni de . 
Boston. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 91 prout sequitur in hado yerba. 

No date. About ISOO. 

I, Ralph de Donton [Duntonl, of Melford, have conveyed, &o., to 
John de Boston, of Eleigh Combnst, and Cristina his wife, and the 
heirs of the said John, all right and possession which I have in three 
roods of arable land in Melford, of which half an acre of land lies nert 
the pasture of Sir William de Selle, chaplain, and the other rood of 
land lies in the field called Manlond, next to the land of the said John 
de Boston, &c. 

Witnesses : 

John de Lavenhah. Robert de Gelhak. 

Robert Grafikel. Hubert de Monohaust. 

. Nicholas Babel. And others. 

Ralph da Dnntoa wai liTing from 1S95 to 1810. In 1809, his son Bohartda Duntoiit 
who also appaan to have ownad property hore^ told a maitiiaga. 

Qoerf: Did die pvesent Donton's iurm originallj take its name from this fiuni^, 
who owned the land, or did they derive their appdlation from the land t 

Carta Johanna IJxoris Walteri db Ditton et Johannis fill qosdem de 
iiij Acris et dl prati et pastnraa vend : Johanni de Boston — inter 
Cartas Abbatis, &c. &o. 

A.D. 130i. 

We, Johanna, formerly the wife of Walter de Ditton, of Melford, 
and John my son, have granted and conveyed to John de Boston, of 
Eleigh Combust, and Cnstiana his wife, and their beira, for 16 mares 
of money [£11. 3s. 4d.] which they have paid to qb, 4| acres of meadow 
and pasture in Melford ; yiz., by Ladydowiie, between the stream leadin^r 
from Stoueiibridge towards the house of Kobert atte Pole, and the land 
of the Lord AbbK3t of St. Edmund, and the land :of Jolm de Boston, 
one head abutting upon Bedislane and tlu; road leading from '* Balisdon " 
[Balsdon Hall] to Melford, and the other hoad on the meadow of 
Isabelle do Ilusho, which said meadow and pasture the said Johannu 
and John formerly bought of Master William, of Melford, and Robert 
Galaunt, &c. 

Witnesses : 

John de HoDEBoyiLB. John Pettkkin. 

John de LAyEXHAM. Bogeb de Bulnete. 

RoBEiiT DE Stokes. Hubert db Moktecamso. 

TuoMAs Hebeward. Gilbert HERyEii'. 
JoHx Meloxn, of Acton. 



MELFOBD HALL AKD HAKOB. 285 

Oiven at Melford, Friday in the feast of the Translation of St. Thomas 
the Martyr [7th Juty], in the 29th year of the reign of King Edward 
[I.], son of King Henry [HI.]. 

This knd was near to what are now Crabtvee and Beanhill plantationsy then called 
Ladydown Hjlla. 



Abbot Thomas db Tottington. 

QniFTA Glaha JoHAKNiB BsiDB do prodioto Annuo redd: vi^. Inter 
Cartas Abbatis A. l.g. prout sequitor in hffic verba. 

A.D. 1803. 

I, Johanna Bride, relict of the latQ Robert de Gelhanii in my 
widowhood and having lawful right, have conveyed to John de Boston 
and Gristina his wife, all ri^ht and claim which I have in 6d. of annual 
payment which the said John and Gristina his wife had through our 
dimission to receive of Nicholas Gent, in Melford, &c. 

Witnesses : 

BOBEBT GbAFINBL. 

John db Shdcplingfobd. 
PhUiIp db Mblvobd. 
Nicholas Babel. 
Hugo, son of Andrew. 
Ralph DB Dumton. 
And others. 

Given at Lavenham, Tuesday next after the Feast of St. Michael the 
Archangel, in the 31st year of the reign of Sang Edward I. 



Gabta Isadelt^ db Husho de ii peciis pi*ati, vend. Johanni de Boston. 
Inter Cartas Abbatis, &o. 

A.D. 1305. 

I, Isabella de Husho, have granted and conveved to John de 
Boston, of Kleigh Combust, Gristina his wife, and Jonn their son, for 
a certain sum of money* which thev paid to me, two pieces of meadow 
in Melford, of which one piece hes in the fields caUed Humbelchar, 
between the lands of Davia of Hereford and of William Bonde, one end 
abutting on the meadow of Gilbert Hervey, the other on the meadow 
of Wilhain Brawode. The other piece of meadow lies inclosed near 
Stevenebridge, between the banks of the stream leading to the mill of 
^lelford of the Lord Abbot of St. Edmund, and the way leading from 
Melford Hall to Lenynge [Li o i abutting on the pasture of 



^. ^ 
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the said Jolm, and the other on the way and pasture heyond the fence 
of the said field towards the land of Boger Warenn, &o. 
Witnesses: 

John de Whelnethak. Balph be Duntone. 

Thoicas Giffasd. John Bobtn, senior. 

David de Hebefobd. (z) John de Munchasy, Clerk. 
Ralph le Hunte. And others. 

Given at Melford, Mondayi the morrow of the feast of the Decollation 
of St. John the Baptist [29th August], in the 88rd year of the 
reign of King Edward [I.J^ son of &ng Henry. 

This land is in the meadows of the Wash fium, between Bpelthom Wood and th* 
Queech. Steven, or Bteoen-bridge, is whore the present bridge stands in the meadows 1^ 
the osier-bed on the road to lineage. 

(z) Perhaps John de Mnnchasy's name is mis^wlt^ and that he belonged to tlio 
.&milj of Moonchensi, who were of Edwardston, at aboat the above date. In the fbOowii^ 
deed the name is aga^ written differently. 

Cabta Radulfhi be Donton de ij Aoris terras vend Johanni de Boston. 
Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 92. Rt)nt sequitur in hsdo verba. 

A.D. 1305. 

I, Radalphus de Duntoni have granted and oonyeyed, &c., to John 
de Bostoni of Eleigh Combust, and Cristina his wife, and their heirst 
&c., for a certain sum which they paid to me, two acres of my arable 
land in Melford, in the fidd callea Manlond, lying between the lands 
of Cecilia Leche and Robert Jue, one head abutting on the land of 
Dayid de Hereford and the other on the land of Willifun Brawode, &o. 

Witnesses : 

John ds Whelnetham. 

Thokas Giffabd. 

John db Luton. 

Robert Geapikel. 

John Andrew. 

GuiBebt HEByET. 

John db Muncdanst, Clerk. 

Giyen at Molford, the day of the Decollation of John the Baptist [29th 
August], in the S3rd year of the reign of Eang Edward I. 

This land wai near tbe Ford II&ll oeier-bed. 

Bobert Gi'a)>ine1, one of the witnesses, was a tenant of the Abbqr in 1287. TLis 
deed of 1305 is the last date at which his name appears. 

8omo of the Mounchensi fiunilj had possessions at Ljston, in Essex. 
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Carta Radulphi db Donton do qdam pecia terras vend: Johanni de 
Boston. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 99. prout sequitur in base verba. 

A.D.1805. 

I, Radulpbus de Duntone, of Melford, have granted and conveyed, 
&c., to John de Boston, of Eleigh Combust, and Cristiana his wife, and 
John their son, and their heirs, Ac, for a certain sum of money which 
they have paid to me, a piece of arable land in Melford, lying in the 
field called "le Walle," between the land of Chicche [Cicely or Cecilial 
Leche and of John de Burbregge, and , abutting on the marsh 
[or meadow] of the said Chicche Leche towards the east, &c. &o. 

Witnesses: 

John de Whelnethak. Thoiias le Ktng. 

John de SHBiKPLiKaFOBD. Thoicas le Tubnob. 
BoBSBT de Cokefeld. Thohas le Maisteb. 

John Akdbew. And others. 

Nicholas Babel. 
WiLLUM, sonof BadulphuSy 
of Shimpling. 

Given at Melford, Wednesday next after the Nativity of our Lord, in the 
83rd year of the reign of King Edward [I.], son of King Henry. 

Cabta Radulphi db Donton de 1 rode terras v^d : Johanni de Boston 
— Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 9. e. prout sequitur in hsso verba. 

A.D. 1806. 

I, Ralph de Dontone, of Melford, have granted and conveyed, &c., 
to John de Boston, of Eleiffh Combust, and Cristiana his wife, and John, 
the SOD and lieir of the said John de Boston, one rood of arable land in 
Helford, lying between the lands of the said Ralph and the Park of the 
Allots of Sf. Edmund^St called *^ FAnu^seiey*^ and abutting each way on 
the land of tlie said John de Boston, Jcc. 

Witnesses : 

Jcaix de Wbelnetham. Robebt, son of Warin le 

J(»nN PE Cbamavile. Warrener. 

David de Hebfobd [Hereford]. Qilbbbt Efeavy. 

Jonx D£ SnncFLiKGFOBD. And others. 
John, son of John of Lavenham. 

Given at ^lelford, Wednesday next before the feast of St. Gregor}- the 
Pope [12th March], in the 34th year of the roign of King Edward [I.]. 

This land was in ttie Donton'f fkna. 
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Casta Bobebti be Donton de Annuo redd iiij'" vend : Johanni de Boston 
. : — Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 98 prout sequitur in hsdo verbs. 

A.D. 1809. 

Ii Robert, son of Badolphus de Donnton, have granted and con- 
veyed to John de Boston, of Eleigh, and Cristiana h£ wife, and their 
heu^, for a certain sum of money which they paid me, 4d« of aiiTinal 
payment, receivable from Henry le Hounte for a certain messuage in 
Melford, lying between the messuages of Mariot Wifyn^ and the land 
formerly of Bobert de Selle ; one head abutting on t£e way leading 
towards the Park of the Lord Abbot of St. Edmund^ and the other head on 
the land of the said Bobert, &c. 
Witnesses : 

John de Cbamavile. Philip de Meltobi>. 

David de Hebefobd. Bobebt atte Fbyt. 

Bobebt de Cooefield. Peteb xe Mabesohal. 

Gilbebt Heevet. Vincent de Hebtfobd. 

Given at Wanttlm, on the day of St. Andrew the Apostle r§Oth 
November], in the 2nd year of the reign of King Edward [II.], 
son of King Edward. . 

lliis momoMtn mm on tbe Dunton'i fium. 



Cabta Badulphi de Donton de q|da. alia pecia terras venffit. Johanni 
de Boston, inter Cartas Abbatis A. 96 prout sequitur in hade verba. 

A.D. 1310. 

I, Balph de Duntone, of Melford have granted and conveyed, &o., 
to John de Boston, of Bleigh Combust, and Cristiana his wife, and 
John their son, and their heirs, a piece of land, lying between the lands 
of the said Jolm de Boston and those of Cecilia Tor Cicely] Leclie, one 
end abutting upon the road which leads from Melford Hall towards the 
Park [Ehnseth^. 

Witnesses : 

David de IIkkeford. 
' (a) Bobebt de Bok^wodb. 
Balph lb IIime. 
Bobebt de CoKiirELDE. 
(a) Benedict de Mostecaviso. 
And others. 

Given at Melford, Friday next after the feast of St. Matthew fpist 
September], in the 3rd year of the reign of King Edward [ll.], 
son of King Edward. 

This land was on the Duntoo's fann. 



.^ 
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(a) Robert de Kokewode, among others, temp. Edward IIL, made a composition for 
a payment of 40s. on his knight*s fee to the king's eldest son. 

(a) The family of Montecaviso are mentioned in the Suffolk Domesday Book. 

Carta Henrtci de Stanton de non vendicando jus patronat : de Melford. 

Inter Cartas Abbatis, &c. 

A.D. 1311. 

Henry de Stanton to all faithful, &c., greeting, &c. Be it known 
to you, that whereas the Venerable Father Thomas [de Tottington], 
Lord Abbot of St. Edmund's, the real patron of the church of Melford, 
presented me thereto for a short remaining term, except and reserved to 
the Abbot and his successors the right of patronage and appointment 
to the church of Melford for ever, in all future vacancies, &c. ; and lest 
my presentation to the said church by the Abbot shoidd, for certain 
reasons, prejudice any of their said rights, &c., therefore I, for myself 
and my heirs, covenant to assure to the said Abbot, and remit to him 
for ever, all claim or title to the advowson of the said church, and that 
neither I nor my heirs will prejudice or sell any rights of the said 
patronage and advowson, &o. 

Witnesses : 

(b) Sir Thomas de Gbst, Eiiight. 

(c) Sir Richard de la G^rnebthe [Comard], Enight. 
Sir Hugo de Murieks, Knight 

(d) Sir John de Geddyko, Knight. 
Thojcas Gdppard. 

Stephen de Hawkedon. 

(e) John de Whelkethak. 

John, son of William de Cranmaville. 
John de Luton. 
(p) William Blaunkpayn. 
And others. 

Given this 5th day of December, in the 4th year of the reign of King 
Eidward [II.], son of King Edward. 

Tlib) date of the 5th Deoemlier, when the deed mm rigned, is the very day of Hcory 
de 8t intones institatiaa to the liriog. The a^t'ement Bp&mm that he was only jH-esented 
to it for a short remamimg Urm ; and he only held it Cor ten BODthfl^ as he was nucceeded 
on the lUh October, ISll, by Alan de Ely. 

(b) Sir Thomas de Orejf was of ComarJ, and afterwards of Gre/s Hall Cavendish. 
He ^ aA buried at Btdce-by-dare. His duughter Amy married John de Hengravc : he 
was thf second son of Sir Edmund de Ilengrave, who was ILP. for Suffolk 1324, and 
who died 1334, aged 80. Sir Edmund levied a fine, in 1314, of lands in Westley and 
other parishes to his son John and Amy his wife, who was endowed at the church door 
with the manor of Westley. Amy appears to have married again, for Sir Thomas Fitz- 
£ustace*8 second wife was Amy, daughter of Sir Thomas de Orey, by Alice, daughter and 
sole heir of Sir Bichard de Comerthe, in favour of whom a fine was levied in 1317. She 
became hLi widow in 1319 ; in which year she paid the king, Edward II., five marcs for 

2 p 
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free marriage ; and in 1320 she execnted a deed, ai Cavendish^ in &TOttr of her fiithor 
and motheTy Sir Thomas de Grey and Alice his i^e. 

(c) 8ur Bichard de la Camerihe (Comard) was Sir Thomas de Orej'a fiather^n-law, 
and two of the witnesses to his grand-daughter Amy's deed were Richard and Thomai de 
ComenL The arms of De la Oomertho werCi in the reign of Henry IIL. Amrc^ a tern 
between two chevrons Or. 

(d) Sir John de Oeddyng^ of the ancient knightly Soffolk fiunily of that name^ waa 
knight of the shire in 1273, when his arms were described as Checquy, Argent end Onlei^ 
on a fess Azure, three buckles Or. 

(b; John de WheLndham was bom in 1276, so that he was S5 years of age et tiiA date 
of this attestation. His grandmother married in second marriage Sir Walter deBemhem, 
Knight The De Whelnethams' arms were, Or, a fess Asore, five roondeooa Aigentw 

(p^ ITtSSam cfa.B£atmiE;/>ayn was perhaps of l^e same 
of spelUng) as John de Blauncepayn, de Melford, who was presented to Sie liying of Biabj 
on the 13th January, 1367, by Abbot Thomas de Totdngton. 

Abbot Riohabd de Dbaughton. 

QuiETA Glaha CBiSTiKis uxoris Johannis de Boston de omne jure et damA 
quad potuit habere in omnibus terris et tenementis qu89 foerunt 
praodioti Johannis. Inter Cartas Abbatis, &o. 

A.D. 1315. 

I, Cristiana, late the wife of John de Boston,* of Brende-flleTe 
[Brmt Eleigh or Eleigh Oomhtuf^^ deceasedi have granted and convejed 
to Richard [de Draughton], Lord Abbot of St. Edmund's, and his 
successors, all right or claim which I ever had or may have in all lands 
and tenements in Melford which were bought by Jonn de Boston, late 
my husband, of which the Abbot claims escheat for himself and the 
right of his church, through the forfeiture of John, son of John de 
Boston, &c. 

Witnesses : 

Sir John de Whelketiiaii, Wiluax Blakcpatn. 

Knight. John db Bulmsb. 

WVDON DE MOBTNOKABE. PeTEB TiLLOTB. 

(c) John de Shabdelowb. And otliers. 

Given at ^lolford, Tuesday next aflcr the feast of the Translation of 
St. Edward tie king [18tli October], in the 8th year of the reign 
of King Edward [XL], son of King Edward. 

For more than ten jetxn the De Bostoas liad been tteadilj inereaiing their IancIe«I 
property here, but somehow their aon then made a forfeiture, and his mother sold all her 
goods to the Abbot 

(q) Clement, son of William Clopton, gaTO to John de Sbardelow one rood of land 
in Oowlinge in the year 1323. 



* John de Boston, sen., died between the rears 1310 and 1S15, and by tha sales and 
forfeitures of this land, the greater part of tlio Dunton's farm came into the posse uaion <if 
the Abbot, and was attached to his Melford Ilali esute. 
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QuiETA Clama Cbistin-e uxoris Jobannis de Boston de omnibus bonis 
et cattalis mobilibus et immobilibus qu83 quondam fuerunt prasdicti 
Jobannis. Inter Cartas Abbatis, &o. 

A.D. 1315. 

I, Cristiana, wbo was the wife of John de Boston, of Brendilleye, 
have granted and sold to Bichard [de Draughton], Lord Abbot of St. 
Edmund's, all my goods and chattels, movable and immovable, which 
I have in all my lands and tenements in' Melford, which formerly 
belonged to John de Boston, of Brendilleye, late my husband ; and the 
said Abbot is to dispose of all such goods and chattels as he may 
think fit. 

To this I have affixed my seal at Melford, Saturday next before 
the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist [18th October], in the 8ih year 
of the reign of King Edward [U.], son of King Edward. 

It 18 not stated wliat caused the forfeiture bj escheat of John de Boston, junior. 
Perhaps he was dead without heirp, though Oristiana does not call him her lalu son. 
Otherwise the escheat would hare been caused bj some crime or breach of dutj towards 
the lord ; as refusal to attend the Abbot's courts^ or to do his appointed personal and 
other services. 

Carta Johannis Pettentn de i Messu^o cum qdam pedis terrsa 
yendit : Adame Grenelese. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 3 a. prout 
sequitur in hsac verba. 

A.D. 1316. 

I, John Peytenyn, senior, of Melford, have granted and conveyed, 
&c., to Matilda, formerly the wife of Thomas Giflard, and after the de- 
cease of the said Matilda, to Adam, son of Petronilla Foot, for a certain 
sum of monev paid to me, a messuage built in Melford, with a certain 
piece of arable land, the said messuage lying between the land of the 
said Matilda and the king^s highway loadmg from the bridge of Glcms- 
ford towards the church of Melford, one head abutting on the tenement 
of Joha Drapar, and the other on tlie tenement of John Nel, and the 
said ])iece of land lyin^ between tbo land of the said Matilda and that 
of John Nel, and abuttmg on the same, &o. 
AVitnesses : 

John de Luton. John the Miller. 

John Pbttenyk, junior. Bjiginald de Helpistox. 

Adam Neel. Richard de Bulneye. 

John Mabttn. John Nekl. 

John the Merchant. And others. 

Given at Melford, on Sunday next after the feast of the Apostles St. 
Philip and St. James [3rd May], in the 9th year of the reign of 
King Edward [II.]j son of ing Edward. 

p 2 
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Casta Johankis Fettenyn de qdam messuagio cum edificiis et i pecia 
terrsB cum homagio et servitio 58. 6d. vend : Adame Greneleae. 
Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 88. prout sequitur in base verba. 

A.D. 1817. 

I, Jobn Fey tenyn, senior, of Melford, have granted and conveyed 
to Matilda Gjfiard and Adam, son of Fetronilla Foot, for a oertain 
sum of money paid to me, a messua^ with buildings and appurtenances, 
and a piece of arable land containmg two and a half acres, and the 
homage and service of 20d. arising from four acres of land which the 
said Matilda holds from Sir John de Hallestrete,* of the feoff of the 
Abbot of St. Edmund, and the hom^e and service of lOd. arisingfrom 
two and a half acres of land whicn the said John sold to jEtoger 
Lovecok, of the same feoff, and the homage and service pertaining to 
a piece of land which John Marfyn holds among the lands of the said 
Matilda of the same feoff; and the homage and service of 12d. from 
four acres of land which Adam Neel holds of the same feoff; and the 
homage and service of 2s. from six acres of land which John Neel holds 
of the same feoff; the situation of the said messuage and piece of land 
being described in the preceding grant. 

Witnesses : 

JOHK DB LUTONB. BOGEB LoVECOK/ 

WiLLUif BE St. Olabe. John the Miller. 

Adam Neel. John Neel. 

John the Merchant. And others. 
John Mabttn. 

Given at Melford, on Sunday next after the Invention of the Holy GroscL. 
[15th Sept], in the 10th year of the reign of Emg Edward [II.], 
soil King Eidward. 

Carta AValteui Ieeltkgham de parte i messuag qdam Willi Copjjynger 
vend. Adame Grenelese. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 36. prout scqui* 
tiir in lia)C verba. 

A.D. 1319. 

We, Walter Ikdkngham and Petronilla my wife, who ^vas the 
daughter of William Eoppynger, of Melford, by mutual consent grant 
and convey to Adam, son of Petronilla Foot, of Melford, all tliat part 
of a luessiiago in Melford which was inherited by the said Petronilla 
Koppynger after the decease of the said William Koppynger, lying 

* This Lb the only tqentioa of iliis person'tf namOi Who was he t ^ _^ 
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between the tenements of John le Draper, one head abutting on the 
king's highway, the other on the garden of the said Adam, &c. 
Witnesses : 

Thomas Stage. 

Thomas de la Rente [Bailiff of Ipswich]. 

Gilbert Robert. 

John de Melford fsumame Grenelese]. 

Adam Neel, de Melford. 

John, his son. 

Richard del Soler, of the same. 

Given at Gyppewic [Ipswich], on Sunday next after the feast of St. 
Andrew the Apostle [1st December], in the 12th year of the 
reign of King Edward, son of King Edward. 

Carta Johannis Ditton de qdam acrft terras, yendit : Adame Grenelese. 
Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 8 C. prout sequitur in hs^ yerba. 

A.D. 1321. 

I, John, son of Walter de Ditton of Melford, haye granted and 
conyeyed to Adam, son of Petromlla Foot, of Melford, for a certain 
sum which he paid me, one acre of arable land in Melford, lying 
between the lands of Matilda Giffard and of John, son of William 
Bercarius, one head abutting on the land of the said John, the other 
on the land of the said Matuda and William Brian ;— doing customary 
seryices, &c. &c. 

Witnesses : 

William de St. Clare. 
Adam Neel. 
John the Miller. 
Booer LoyEKOo. 
John Neel. 
And others. 

Given at Melford, Saturday next after the feast of St. Gregory the 
I^ojie ri2th March], in the 1 Uh year ct the reign of King 
Edward [11.], son of King Edward. 

Carta Willelmi Brton de i i)ecia terras vend: Adame Grenelese. 
Inter Cartas Abbatis A. ci. prout sequitur in hssc verba. 

A.D. 1323. 

I, William Bryon, of Waldingfield, have granted and conveyed to 
Adam Grenelese, of Melford, for a certain sum of money paid to me, a 
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piece of arable land of two aoreSi in Melford, lying between the lands of 
Boger the blacksmith and of John, son of Alan, son of Hugo, abutting 
on the land of Matilda Gyffard and on the king's highway leading 
from the bridge of Glemsford towards Melford Hall. 
Witnesses: 

Jhon db Luton. John [Geenblbsb]. 

WiLLUM DE St. Claee. Bobebt, his son. 

John Feytentn. Bogeb the Blacksmith. 

Adah Neel. And others. 

Given at Melford, Monday next after the feast of the Translation of 
St. Thomas of Canterbury[7th July], in the commencement of the 
16th year of the reign of King Edward [11.], son of King Edward. 



Cabta Johannis Cole de qdam peci& Gurtilacii et Gtardinii vendiL 
Adame Ghrenelese. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 38. prout seqoitar in 
hsBo verba. 

A.D. 1827. 

I, John, son of Stephen Cole, of Melford, have granted and con- 
veyed to Adam Grenelese, of Melford, for a certain sum of money 
which he paid me, a piece of curtilage and garden in Mel&rd, lying 
between the garden and cartilage of Walter Thonme and that of 
Robert Hoff, senior, one head abutting on the land formerly of Joim 
Marfyn, ana the otiier on the road leading from Stansted towarda 
Cranemere Tye ; the said Adam paying all customary 8er?ice8, &c. 

m^tnesses:* 

John Fatbhened. 
Adam Neel. 
John [Gbenelese]. 
BoBEST, his son. 
Adam Sootl. 
And others. 

Given at ^lelford, on Sunday next before the feast of St. Dunstan the 
Arclibishop [19th May], in tho first year of the reign of King 
Kdward 111. 

QuiETA Cl.\ma Johanhis de Melfokd de qdam peda terras, data Adame 
Grenelese. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 81. prout Beqtiitur in haec 
verba. 



A.D. 1830. 

I, John de Melford, have granted, conveyed, &c., to 
Grenelese, my brother, all right and possession of one piece oi 



^^,, -^ Adam 
piece of arable 
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land in the town of Melford, lying between the land of the said Adam 
and the land which Matilda Giffard and Claricia, her niece, bought of 
John Draparius, and abutting on the garden of the said Adam, &c. 

Witnesses : 

John db Lxjton. 

EOBEBT GiFFASD. 

John Pbitbnyn. 
Adah Neel. 
John, his son. 
And others. 

Given at Melford, on Sunday next before the feast of St. Gregory the 
Pope [12th March], in the Srd year of the reign of ]Sing Edward, 
the tlurd after the Conquest. 

Indenta inteb RoBEBTUii GiFFABD ET Adak Gbenelese de ii cotag. cum 
curtilag : et iij peciis terrao arabilis. Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 89. 
prout sequitur m hsBO yerba. 

A.D. 1330. 

This indenture between Robert Giffard and Adam Grenelese, of 
Melford, witnesseth, that the said Robert has conveyed, &c., to the 
said Adam two cottages, with their ourtQaffes adjoining, and witli three 

Eieces of arable land, in the town of Melford, which cottages lie 
etween the lands formerly of Matilda Giffiuxl and the king^s hiffh road ; 
and one of the pieces of land lies between the ground of Kichard 
Whyp, and one head abutting on the land of the rMtor of the church 
of Melford ; and another piece of land lies between the king's highway 
and the land of Margery atte Soler, and one head abutting on the 
cottage of Richard atte Soler; and the third piece lies in the fidd called 
BuIdc} efield, between the lands of the aforesaid Adam Grenelese, and 
one head abutting on the garden of the said Adam, — spaying to mo and 
my heirs annually, at two terms of the year, 2O8.9 at Easter and Michael- 
mas, in equal portions, with usual services, &c. And if the said Adam 
shall die without heirs of his body, the said tenement, &c., shall revert 
to llobert and his heirs, &c. 

Witnesses : 

John de Lutox. John atte Hoo. 

Walter de Glemespobd. John db Wattoxe. 

John Peitentn. And others. 

John Neel. 

Given at Melford, on Sunday next after the feast of St. Gregory the 
Pope [12th March], in the 3rd year of the reign of King Edward, 
the third after the Conquest. 
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DoMiNUS FABEB manerii prsddicti cum tenuram ejusdem pat : in B^gistro 

Richardi Abbatis': &c. 

A.D. 1380. 

At the Greneral Manor Court of Melford, Tuesday next before the 
feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary [2nd February], 
in the 18th year of Richard [de Draughton], Lord Abbot, it was pre- 
sented thereto by the homagers, that Master John, '* the blacksmith," 
held a messuage and 7^ acres of land, by the rod, and they say that he 
should be bound to do all the ironwork for four ploughs belonging to the 
lord, and that the lord should find his own wooden materiiJs and labour 
for making the same, and that the said John should do this same work 
on the manor, at the will of the lord or of his bailifi. 



Cabta Alexi Tubnob de i di. acra pastured et gardini, et i dL acra 
terrsa arabilis yendit. Adame Greuelese. Inter Cartas Abbatis 
A. 32. prout sequitur in haoc verba. 

A.D. 1331. 

We, Alexander le Tumor, of Melford, and Johanna his wife, have 
granted and conveyed, &c., to Adam Gh-endese all right and possession 
of half an acre of pasture and garden, and in half an acre of arable 
land in Melford, lying between the land of John Cole and of Adam 
Scoyle, one head abutting on the land of John de Melford, and the 
other on the way leading to the house of John Hog. And the afore- 
said half-acre of pasture and garden lies between the pasture formerly 
of John Fairhened and the land of the rector or the church of 
Melford, one head abutting on a meiidow of the said rector, the other 
on tlie roacl leading firom Stanstcd towiU*ds Cranemere Tye, &c. 

Witnesses : 

John Pkytenyn. 
John Neel. 

BiCHABD IIaMMONI). 

Adam Scx)tl. 
Adam Fethek. 
And others. 

Given at ifelford, Sunday next before the feast of St. Dionisius 
[9th October], in the 4th year of the reign of King Edward, the 
third after the Conquest. 
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Caeta Loes atte Loftb de Lxxin** et iiij*"- dat. Adame Grenelese. 
Inter Cartas Abbatis A. e. prout sequitur in hsdo verba. 

A.D. 1332. 

I, Lora atte Lofte,* have granted and given to Adam Grenelese, of 
Melford, and his heirs, 73s. 4d. of money annually arising from all my 
lands and tenements in the towns of Cockfield and Whelnetham, 
payable in equal portions, in each year, at Easter and Michaelmas ; and 
if the said payments shall be wholly or partly in arrear at any time, 
then it shall be lawful for the said Adam or his heirs to distrain on 
all my said lands and tenements, till such arrears are satisfied, &c. 

Witnesses : 

Robert Nel. Robert Garttko. 

John Nel. Riohard Jub. 

Peter le Boteler [Butler]. And others. 

Given at Cockfield, the Sunday next after the feast of Pentecost, in 
the 6th year of the reign of King Edward, the third after the 
Conquest. 

Carta Lora atte Lofte de GoWelde de iii^* libras annul redd. dat. 
Adame Grenelese. — Inter Cartas Abbatis A. 39 prout sequitur in 
hsEH) verba. 

A.D. 1388. 

I, Lfora atte Loft^e, of Cockfield, have given and granted to Adam 
Grenelese, of Melford, and his heirs for ever, £4 of money annuaUy, 
payable in equal portions at Easter and Michaelmas, firom my capital 
messuage, and all the lands and tenements which I possess in Cockfield ; 
and I, Lora, for myself and my heirs, covenant to pay the same to the 
said Adnm and his heirs for ever, &c. 

Witnesses : 

Henbt, the Clerk of Schymplyngg. 
John Tristram. 

Stephen de Sidolvrsmere [near Ballington]. 
John de Laa^niiam. 
John Ham^ie. 
John Nel. 
Robert Neel. 
And others. 

Give at Cockfield, Monday next after the feast of Pentecost, in the 
Gthyear of the reign of King Edward, the third after the Conquest. 

• Oockfield Loft 
2 Q 
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Abbot William de Bebnham.* 

Casta Willelmi Abbatis de vm acris terrsB cum unum messoagium 
Yocatum le Apyltoiii quondam Adamad Gh:«nele8e dimiSs Henrico 
Fejnton et Cristiansa uxpri ejus et her : de coipe prsddicti Heniici 
legitime procreatis per annuo redd, iij*- vm^ Liter Cartas 
Abbatis, ac. 

A.D. 1869. 

We, William [de Benham or Bemham], by divine permission 
Abbot of the Monastery of St. Edmund, Bury, and the said convent, 
by general consent and free will of the whole chapter, have ^praated 
and conveyed to Henry le Feynton, of Melford, and Oristiaita his wife, 
ei^ht acres of arable land, and a messuage called ''le Asylton," 
which formerly belonged to Adam (}renelese, of Melford, to hold the 
same to them and the heirs of their body lawfully be^tten, paying 
annually for the same 3s. 8d. by equal portions at Michaelmas and 
Easter ; and if it should happen that the said Henry should & without 
lawfrd heirs of his body, then the same shall revert to the Abbot 
and his successors. To this deed the said Henry and Christiana have 
aflSzed their seal, and we have affixed the common seal of the diapter 
of the convent. 

Given at St. Edmund's, in our chapter-house, Monday next after the 
feast of St. Luke the Evangelist [18th Octobw], in the 82nd year 
of the reign of King Edwara, the third after the Oonquest 

« Commooly odbd Da Benham, bot Battdy and Barmi|^ both (OtU Ub De 
Bemham. 
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CHAPTER X. 

MELFORD HALL AND HANOB — (continued). 

MANY different surveys of this estate were made in the times of 
various subsequent abbots. One of these in the abbacy of Abbot 
John Tymworth, in 1386, gives a corrected rental of Melford at that 
period. It would, howeveri be tedious to recount all these minute 
changes, and only a few are here noted as specimens of the estate 
chartulary of that particular date. Though very rare, having been 
originally but few in number, yet some of these chartularies of different 
possessions of the Abbey of St. Edmund still exist. A few are in 

C^ lie libraries, whfle others, like those at Melford Hall, are in private 
ds. Occasionally one comes into the market; as in December, 
1870, when the chartuhrv of Harlowe, in Essex, of the time of Abbot 
Curteys, about A«n. 1481, was sold by auction in London, and was 
purchased bv a dealer (Jackson) for £100. 

The following extracts are rougUy translated from the monkish 
Latin. 

EXTRACTS FBOM THE OOBRECTED RENTAL OF MELFORD IN THE 
SECOND TEAJt OF ABBOT JOHN DE TTMWORTH, A.D. 1386. 

The Land formerly of WUliam le Palmere. 

Tliis land is now held by John Game^rs. Six acres and a tene- 
ment for 5s. 4d. a year, and to plough twice in winter and twice in 
spring, in each year, with all his animals in his own ploughs, cer« 
tain lands for the lord, and to reap yearly half an acre of wheat and 
half an acre of oats, and three suits a year to the Mneral court. He 
also holds a tenement formerly Edmimd de Hailyngfs. 

In 1334 to 1364, Richard de Harljng was rector of Melford. 
Thisi land ia now in Boll Lane £um, by King's Lane. 

John Hunn held a messuage and 100 acres of land and meadow. 

Query : Did be give the name to the old |)aper>milla, wliich were formerly called 
Hnnn Mills t 

2 q2 
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Land' formerly of WiUiam de Lavenham. 

This is now held by Sir John Sutton, Knight, 57 acres of land 
at 18s. a year ; and to do certam ploughings, and to mow for the 
lord yearly two acres of wheat and two acres of oats, and three suits 
a year to the court. 

This land was at Cuckoo Tje. 

Lands formerly of Alan Boydyn. 

Part is now held by John att Beiye [Bury], a goldsmith, and 

Sart by the Master of the College of St. Gregory in Sudbury ; and 
ohn Koghened holds two acres which were formerly held by the Prior 
of St. Bartholomew. 

This land is near and around the old St Bartholomeir'a Prioiy. 

Lands formerly of OalfridAis Messager. 
Now held by John Barker, near LoUeholm. 
TbiB land was near Rodbridge, and the Bailcer fiunOj hdd there fbr ISO yean after. 

Reginald Minchyng, the taflor, holds a cottage. 

John the blacksmith holds half an acre of pasture land near 
Smalee, in Melford. 

This chartulary goes on to describe many holdings both sides of 
Ic Halle Street. 



EXAMI LES of COTTAGB BeNTS of MINOR BOBDABn in MeLFOBI), UudOT 

Abbot John dc TjTuworth. A.D. 1386. 

s. d. 
Waller Pratt held a cottage and 1 acre of land for .22a year. 
John Bloy held a messuage and 8 roods of land for .30a year. 
The same held also a cottage and I an acre for • .208 year. 
Laui cuce Dexter held a cottage and I an acre for .20a year. 
Robi rt Swalowe held a cottage and ^ an acre for .06a year. 
John Xerbolt held a cottage and ^ a rood for • .06a year. 
Adain AUesner held a cottage and ^ a rood for • .06a year. 
Jolin Jurdim held a cottage and 30 ])erches for • .09a year. 
William Tach held a cottage and 50 perches for .13a year. 

Richard Pi^cniys held a cottage and 1 rood and 34 

perches for 18a year. 
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Richard Drake held a cottage and i a rood for . .06a year. 
Roger Pekke held a cottage and ^ a rood for . .06a year. 
Jo£i Lalleford held a cottage and 1 rood for . . 1 0^ a year. 
Edward Bols held a cottage and 10 perches for . .03a year. 
William Cook held a cottage and ^ a rood for . . 6^ a year. 
Richard Spark held a cottage artd 1 rood and 11 

perches for 1 0^ a year. 

Roger Dexter held a cottage and 39 perches for • 8| a year. 

Richard the tailor held a cottage and 1^ rood for .16a year. 
Adam Bigge held a cottage and ^ an acre for . • 2 0^ a year. 
Richard de Bulneve held a cottage for . . .02a year. 
Henry Fabyon hdd a cottage and 1 rood for • • 1 a year. 
Thomas Stagynet held a cottage and 1 rood for . 1 0^ a year. 

The same held also a cottage and ^ rood for . .06a year. 
The same held also a cottage and 10 perches for .04a year. 
Richard Dyck held a cottage for . . . .02a year. 

John Eoc held a cottage for 2a year. 

William Cook held a cottage and 1^ rood for . . 1 4^ a year. 
John Cattyshalle held a cottage and 1 rood for . .011a year. 
John Gamyn held a cottage and ^ rood for .06a year. 

Richard Drake held a cottage and ^ rood for . .06a year. 
Nicholas Bulneye held a cottage and ^ rood for . .06a year. 
Margaret Pekke held a cottage and ^ rood for . .06a year. 
John Jmdon held a cottage and 1 rood for . • 1 a year. 
William Dexter held a cottage and 1 rood and 15 

perches for 

Richard Dexter held a cottage and 1 rood and 26 

perches for 18a year. 

The same held also a cottage for . . • .04a year. 
Henry Neel held a cottage for 1 penny and a capon yearly. 



1 4^ a year. 



Besides the rents, these persons had to do personal services for 
the lord, and were entirely at his will; and, similarly to the last 
ex:iin])le quoted, bordarii had generally to raise poultry for the Abbot's 
su])])ly; small plots of ground commonly rendering one chicken and 
five eggs. 
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Cottage Bents. 

EzAHFLES OF Bents of ViLLEiN CoTTEBs of Molford Maiior^ who Iiad.no 
land attached to their cottages, in a.d. 1386. 



Agnes Petyt 
Edward Gent . 
William Chiep . 
John Miller 
Henry Dexter 
Robert Petyt . 
Boeder Rons 
Bi(mard Skateronn 
Walter Skilcott . 
John Osbem 
Edward Gent • 
John Maneves . 
John Wright 



5 pence a year 
5 pence - 
2^ pence 
2 pence 
2 pence 
1^ pence 
l| pence 
1 penny 
1 penny 
1 penny 
1 penny 
1 penny 
1 penny 



ft 

99 
ft 
9f 
f> 
ff 
19 
ft 
99 
99 
99 
99 



Johanna Garter • 
John Miller 
Emma Garter • 
John at Hill 
William Ayloff . 
Thomas Geffery . 
John Skateronn . 
Walter Wraw . 
Petronilla Skilcot 
John Gkuneys • 
Wm. DoUyngham 
Robert Homer . 
Walter Brandon. 



1 pennyayear 
1 penny 
1 penny 
i penny 
I penny 
I penny 
I penny 
I penny 
I penny 
I penny 



{penny 
ipenny 
ipenny 



99 
99 



99 
99 



99 
99 



99 
99 



99 
99 



99 



These persons' rents appear to have been almost nominal ; for tliey 
were serfs, oelonging absolutely to the Abbot — ^body and goods. 



Nomina Custukab: de Melfobd a.d. 1386. — ^Money payments in lira 
of, or value of certain services. 



John Michel • • 
WaiiamPeteyt . 
Igelene Godemay 
William le Froude 
Robert Garland • 
William attehil . 
William Scullot PJ marc] 
William, son of Osbert 
Edward le Ghambre 
Ricliard Wodemay 
Galiridus Goiebat 
Osbert Wyan 
Reginald de Ponte 
Simide Waryn . 
Galant Waryn . 
Robert Wran 
Robert Proudfot. 
Walter Neel [^ marc] 



«. 


d. 


. 


6 


. 1 





. 


3 


. 1 


6 


. 4 





. 1 


G 


. 6 


8 


. 2 





. 1 





. 2 





. 


G 


. 1 


G 


. 6 


(» 


. 6 





. 1 





. 1 





. 4 





. 6 


8 



Walter Cheep . 
Dulda Hervey [i maroj 
Princia Donne • . 
Radulphns de la Mere 
Robert Houlot • . 
Robert Stalun . . 
William atte hil • • 
Alex. Godismi . • 
William le Kiche • 
Roeer Gemays • • 
Richard Scatenm • 
Juliana Scaterun . 
Peter Scatenm . • 
Radnlphus in the Hall 
William in the Hall 
^largely Cuccok 
Richard Cuccok . • 
Robert atte Tye . . 



«. d. 


..16 


bJ . 6 8 


. .20 


..80 


...80 


..20 


..16 


..40 


..06 


..20 


..40 


..20 


..20 


. 3 


,.34, 


..10 


..20 


..34 
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Sara atte Tye . . 

Bichard Lytel . . 

Bichard Belamj . . 

Sara Giffard . • . 

Henry le Heyeward. 

Robert de Bulneye . - . 

William Bussel ff marc] 

Boger Grooch . . . 

Bichard Alstan . . 

Katherine Alstan • 

Hugo le Sawyer . . 

Peter Sancke • . 

Walter Jue . . . 

Bobert le (larryn . 

William le Warner has 2 
cows, 2 young bullocks, 
6 sheep, 1 sow [^ marc] 

John de Borebrigg . . . 

'William Brawode . . . 

JohA de le hil .... 

Bobert Gent [} marc] . . 



8. 


d. 


4 





8 





1 


6 


1 





4 





2 





6 


8 


1 


6 


1 


6 


1 





6 


8 


2 





40 





3 


4 


6 


8 


1 





3 





1 


6 


6 


8 



8. d. 
Bichard Benar .... 2 

Walter Maur 3 

Boger Scalim 2 

Bobert Legro ••••03 
Cecilia Leche ••..03 
Monaca Wyting .... 3 
AgerlaWard ....10 
Badulphus de Borebrigge • 6 
Thomas le Tumor ... 2 
Boger Scalim, junior ..10 
Gristiana Scalim ... 6 
Boger Warrenne, of Ladi- 

dene 2 

Boger Litil 3 

Walter Hervey .... 40 
Thomas Bryan • ... 5 
Adam le ^wyer, son of 
Hugo le* Sawyer, pur- 
cluLsed from Gilbert de 
Pantria 5 acres of free- 
hold land ^ . . • • 3 



The next survey was taken in 1442, by order of Abbot WiUiam 
Gurteys, and it contains many points of increasing interest. The names 
therein b^;in to sound more mmiliarly to our ears, and we are better 
able to identify the tenants with their holdings. Many of the fiunilies 
who were connected with the rebuilding of the church, and wl^ose 
names remain to us in the records of the lost old painted glass, now 
appear in the list, and we are told where they livad, and the trades and 
occupations of some of them. We conunence also to get a &int 
glimpse of the viUage, with its inhabitants. We find that there were 
two taverns in the street, with tboir poles for signs in front of them.* 
The record does not state wliat their sims were ; perhaps they were 
only the general olden ones of the perioa, of a pole surmounted by a 
buncli of ^reeUt with a suspended hoop, or sometimes several hoops, 
covered with green twigs : those were constantly renewed when faded, 
and wei*e the common signs of the taverns or alehouses of that time, 
in conjunction with the distinctive mark of painting //r/^/t^ redf the 
open wooden lattices or trellis-work in the unglazed window openings 
of the parlours or tap-rooms of such inns. One of these taverns was 
held by Roger Moryell (one of the cimrch bene&ctors), and was near 
the old market (Ohiapel Grreen) ; and the other one, on the east side of 

* Only one tavern was named in 1386. It was kepi by John Onwyn. 
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Hall Street, was in tenure of William Martyn. There appear to have 
been at that time two small daily markets, probably omy * for minor 
articles of food ; one held on St. James's Chapel Green, and the new 
market nearly opposite the Bull Inn. These markets were in addition 
to the more important chartered weekly market, at the cross on the 
great green. 

There seem to have been several shops in the neighbourhood of 
the church, and altogether we find the following trades carried on in 
this village; viz., publicans, smiths, fullers, dyers, millers, masonst 
locksmiths, tailors, clothiers, woolmongers, and cordwainers or shoe- 
makers.* Doubtless there was here a barber, who, as usual at that 
period, was also the village leech or medical practitioner, though ther 
name of this hairdresser and doctor is not mentioned. If the legal 
profession was represented by a member here, his name is not recorded ; 
and any how, thirteen years later, this gentleman would probably have 
been shelved ; for a petition was presented to King Henry VI. uy the 
attorneys of the eastern coimties in 1455, which represented that 
whereas formerly there were but six or at the most eight common 
attorneys in the two counties of Suffolk and Norfolk and the oity of 
Norwich, at which time there was great peace and quiet of suits; but 
that now [1455] there are in these counties 80 attorneys, most of whom 
.being needy men, do travel about to fairs and markets, and move 
and excite the neople to undertake vexatious suits for light and firivoloua 
causes ; thererore the king is humbly prayed that he will only permit 
there to be in future six attorneys for the county of Norfolk^ and two 
for the city of Norwich ; and six for the county of Suffolk. The said 
fourteen attorneys to be elected bv the chief justices for the time being. 
This petition was nanted by the King. 

In this Abbotts Chartulary of 1442 the old names of streets and 
roads now appear ; and though in older documents Melford Hall ia 
constantly mentioned, there now occurs the first detailed record in the 
Abbot's books of the description of tlie abuttals of the manor-house 
and gnninds. 

Extent : ten* : et tent : manerii ibiii rcnovat : et mensurat : per perticat : 
dc assis qasd oontinct in lon<^ntndine quincque vii^: et dimifl': 
Anno regni Henrici Sexti xx" et anno Domini Willelmi Curteya 



Abbatis xini*" 



A.I). 1442. 



The manor-house, with moats, ditches, wardens, and pastures, 
lieth between the road which leads to the said house on the north and 

* Tlie origin of the word cord^vainer is said to be from the French eordanmer^ which 
wan ori((iimllv 8|)e]t eorduanitr, U'cause the best shoe leather was S^ianiah, and came fruiu 
Corduu, or Cordova, as it is now called 
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the bank of the Abbot's stream on the south, and abutting on the king's 
highway towards the west, and contains of the aforesaid measurement 
14 acres and 10 perches. 

The terrier then continues with descriptions and measurements of 
lands ; many of the names remain the same, or are identifiable to this 
day; as Brademedowe, Stonylond, Pondmedowe, Mellefeld, Ohesewyck, 
Buhieymoor, Bulney, ChLrchewente, Shepecotewent, Longwente, 
Fantrieshallewente,Oxesladewente, Cleypetwente, Boughemarshewente, 
Falmereswente (Bull Lane farm), Highfield, CaUpyghtyl, Brakihill in 
the Farkmedowe, Margleswente. 

Among woods : — a. b. p. 

Spiltenewode . . . • • . . 70 16 

Iienengewode ]40 2 

Elmesetewode (now Old Park farm) . . 217 2 34 

Lytle Farkwode (now in Lodge farm) • . 77 24 

Bulneymoor pasture then contained 41^ acres, of which ten acres 
were, allowed to be mown for hay. 

Some small pastures, now thrown into the park, are described as 
then abutting on the large garden of the manor-housOy and on the 
park gate. 

Among the roads the following can be identified ; viz. :— 

Fottyforlhestrete^ now Eing^s Lane. 

Ladcforthestrete, now BuU Lane. This road is also sometimes 
called " the highway to Gyppewic *' (Ipswich). 

Rathbregestrete^ now Aodbridge. 

Le Oreneweye^ from Cuckoo Tye to Melford Place, and including 
also the present Backlane. 

Le ProeesHanweye, the lane leading fix)m the old Priory of St. 
Bartholomew to Stalis Tye road. 

Le Clareweye^ Cavendish and Clare road. 

J'ulneighlane, Hart Lane and rnpermill Lane. 

Olileioentestrete^ now Hoo])iri.t^ Lane. 

Le f'hlrchew^e, several patlis ami parts of roads near the church 
were called bv this name, and paiticulany a way or path leading from 
the liouse called Crancvile, now Cranfield, to the Church of Melford. 

Tliurrjoristye, now Cuckoo I'ye. This was still so called Jifier 1678. 

TuVirheiye, now Stalis or Stalbouse Tye. There is also mentioned 
a Groen road (probably the present HeaTcn Lane by the schools) 
leadiiinr from Meileforde Grene to Oldcwentestrete ; also another way 
from Meileforde Grene towards tho Ueighstrete; besides many other 
field roads. 

Among the lands a few appear to have been called after the families 
who early owned them ; although more generally in old times neraoT*- 

2 K 



^06 



MELFOBD HALL AND MANOR. 



derived their appellations fi*om the lands and locality where thej dwelt. 
Thus, Bulnevs and Bulneymoors seem to have taken the name fix>m 
the family of *' de Bolneye " at a very early date. Cranfield is a cor- 
ruption of ** Cramaville/' having been the property of a brandh of the 
ancient family of that name : the site of the old manor-house is still 
traceable there. The Duntons was probably so called firom its old 
possessors the ** Dontones/' Persons of the name of ** Panetria " 
were early settled on part of High Street farm, wherePantries Marsh 
field still remains. '' Monks Does/' on the same farm, evidently should 
be ** the Monks' Doles." Hunn Mills, lately the Paper-mills, perhaps 
took the name fi:*om John Hunn in 1386, and continued to be so called 
for more than 800 years. 



List of Fbeb Tenants of tub Manor of Melfobd in the 20th year of 
the rei^ of King Henry YI., and in the 14th year of the Abbacy 
of William Curteys, Lord Abbot of St. Edmund's. 

A.D. 1442. 

From this long list of names of tenants, and descriptions of the 
abuttals of their lirnds, the few following are selected as examples, and 
are here generalized. 

Sir Jamei Ormonde Knight, holds a messua^ and 57 acres, near 
Tallichetye, formerly held by Sir John Sutton, Enight, and on the same 
payments and customary services. 

Tallichetjre wai the present StalieTjre. Part of the Und was on the nde of the road 
next to 8t Bartholomeiry and part wae in the present Highlanden fann. 

Tluymas Ooodayt the Master of tlie College of 8t. Gregory of 
Sudbury y held land of Melford Manor (now part of St. Bartholomew's),- 
doing t1n*ee services to the Court of Melrord, and a payment of 9a. 
a year. 

The Prior of St. Bartholomeio^s held similar lands with the like 
services, and 6d. yearly payment. 

liogn' Morgellhela lands (adjoining or in Mr. Mills' present farm) 
at £o(ll nidge, and acy'oining the lands of Nelys and the lands of Roger 
I be. Ho also held land in Nether l^dnoy and in Over Bulney. lloger 
Moryell also kept a tavern in le Hullo St rote, on its east side, near the 
Oldemnrket (Chapel Oreen), and he held a piece of the waste of the 
manoi' in front of the tavern gate, formerly held by John Sparrowe. 
He also held a tenement, formerly Lawrence Dyster's. He was bound 
to perform various services to the manor, and to mow for the Abbot 
1^ acres of wheat and 1^ acres of oats, and to do certain ploughings 
annually, with his parceners. 

Laurence Martyn (of the Place) held various copyholds of the 
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manor, some of which had been granted to William Newman, and to 
his son Walter de Melford, between the years 1234 and 1248. 

Wdlier Hervey held lands of the manor near Wissendale Hill. 
(He lived on the east side of Hall Street, near Ohapel Green.) 

Hiamas Oooday held lands of the manor, near to the Frioxy of 
St. Bartholomew. 

Boger Bulneigh held lands at Bulneys, and others adjoining 
Gametts (now in Bull Lane farm and about Ouckoo Tve). He also 
had a messuage on the east side of Hall Street, which Aa Md of the 
feoff of the chapel of the BUseed Mary. Several members of the 
family of Bulneigh held lands and tenements at various dates. 

John Foot hved on the west side of le Halle Streto, towards the 
south end, and had some meadow land near there. 

William Martyn lived on the east side of Halle Strete, near the 
south end. In the description of his tenure it is noted that ** he held 
a piece of the waste of the manor by the street, in front of the gatewa;jrf 
into his tav^, and erected thereon a pole for a signat the gSteof his 
said tavern/' 

John Mannoch held 130 acres of land at Oranfield (Oramavilea), 
and two water-mills under one roof^ on the bank of the river dividing 
Suffolk from Essex, which said land formerly belon|[ed to John da 
Cranvile, and previously to that to Sir Guy Bxyan, knight. 

John Barker held much land in various pwts : some near thto 
Bulneys, part of Chesawidk, some near the JSadc Lane, and some 
about Bridge Street. He also had Forthehalle (Ford Hall) and 100 
acres ; and he had two shops near Ifialford Ghureh, and next to the 
shop of Adam the mason. 

Boger Jbe, of Sudbury, held land between' the lands of the 
college of St. Gregory and the land of Sir James (hrmond, Enight. 
He also held other lands. In 1580 there wisland opposite the present 
Higlilanders still called Ibe*s Close. 

l!og*T Cooper had land, now in Bull Lane fSuiiiy and other land 
and houses towards Boydon Bridge. 

John Waryn^ the Ua^smith, held part of Cbaaawick, and poma 
other land thereabout ; also seven acres and a modow adjoiniii^% now 

J art of ^I ill or BuH ReU, dcscribe<l as ** oppoBto the manor*houso csilled 
leirord Hall, and bounded by the stream flownw from the water-miU 
to the bridge called Smalebregge, and also brtf idoeylane^ and by le 
Hallestrete leading towards the Chui-ch of JSimogAJ^ 

ifmalebregge was tbs fbotWdgs la Hart Iiui«^ Mev Biook Hoom: a dja^hoaas 
•tood cKj«e to tb« bridfe; and tbara was aoocber dje-lioaia If the flnsa^ aair Che eomcff 
of Mason's AlloUusotiL 

WilUam Tye, the cordwainer, held a messuage east of Hall Street, 
next to the house of John Smyth, the locksnuth* 

2b2 
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Robert GoUt lived on the west side of Hall Street. 

Margaret atte Hill held several parcels of land in 1442. A person 
of the same name is mentioned as fined for trespassing on lands of the 
Rectory manor in 1507. 

Robert Hyne, of Sudbury, held much land and a messuage called 
Oldehalle. This land appears to have been near Cold Hill, between 
Elmesete (now Old Park farm), Duntons, and Ford Hall. 

Richard Smythe, the fuller, held Smalemedow (Smaley meadows), 
and probably also the old dye-house at Smalebregge. 

John Oameys had a messuage, afterwards ^led ^' Gamett*8,'' by 
King's Lane, on the present Bull Lane fsum, with land adjoining, 
and part of '* Cokhose,'' the present Cuckoo Tye farm. He also 
had part of Bye meadow, next to land describea as ** belonging to 
the rrior of Hatfield.'' He was to do certain ploughings for the 
Abbot in winter and at Quadragesima, and to reap certain crops ; and 
court services. 

Edward' Oent held land by Wissendale Mill. 

John Waryn^ senior, the fuller, lived on the west side of the Hall 
Street. He belonged to St. Mary's Guild in Melford, and by his will, 
dated 1448, he made bequests to his guild, and to the church ; and left 
40 gowns of Colchester russet cloth to the poor. His son John was 
also a fuller by trade, and lived on the same side of the street, and had 
put of Broadmeadow. He also held, with Waryn the smitli and 
Waryn the mason, land formerly belonging to the Bridebecs, who 
Uved here in 1287. 

Roger Waryn had land near Wissendale Mill, adjoining the land of 
the Hospitaller of the Abbey of St. Edmund. 

John Warm, the mason, had a house and some land near the 
church gate ; aescribed as being situated ^' between the road leading to 
the Manor-house of the Hospitaller [Plonk's Manor-house] on the one 
hand, an^l on the other abutting on the churchyard of the Church of 
Melford." 

Thmivta Elys^ tailor (or cIoHiilt), lived nearly opposite the piTSont 
Higli St root faim, on land now beloiiL'^in^ to EentweU Hall. The site 
of the promises where John Lilly, tho woodman, now lives, formed 
part th(Ti>()f. Elvs aJso had land at P>rldge Street. This family owned 
those hmds till after 1580. 

John Brye, a cordwainer, lived on the west side of Hall Street, and 
had a sliop near •* le churchegate." 

Laicrrnce Dyster held, among other lands, Nether Bulney. 

John Dystcr lived at Bridge Street. 

Rirhard and William Rotce held a tenement at Bodbridge, and 
also one on the west side of ILdl Street, wldch had formerly belonged 
to Alan, the woolmonger. 

Joanna Muryell, widow of Gilbert Moryell, lived west side of Hall 
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Street, and held a piece of waste called Oldeflotegatespet ; being a 
pond by Hall Street. 

Thomas Neel, alias Bern — ^near Laurence Martyn's, Hall Street, 
and had a messuage and garden in the old market (Chapel Green). 

WaUer Fratmceys had lands west of the Street and near Broad- 
meadow. 

Thomas Fletclier had a shop near the church gate of Melford, 
abutting on the churchway. 

John BowBi or Bove^ teilor, among other lands, had some near the 
pits called " Cleypetts by the Churchtye.'* 

Another John Dowe^ a fuller, east of Hall Street. 

John HiU, senior, lived west of Hall Street, near a lane leading to 
Broadmeadow. 

John Bemer, a smith, held, with Thomas Aldhouse, of Sudbury, 
among other lands, a piece of the waste of the manor in front of ms 
gates in the new market of Melford (by the Bull Inn). 

John Baleton held a piece of the waste of the manor then lately 
built on in Hall Street, between the pond of John Muriell, called 
Oldeflotegatepet, and the way (now Back Lane) leading to Lackforthe 
Street (Bull Lane). 

Agnes Qoodnven^ and John her son, held land by Northo Strete, of 
Hiefeoffofthe Ghapd of the Blessed Mary^ near Churchtye. 

The inhabitants of the town of Melford held a cottage (formerly 
belon^g to Richard Pecke) called the Elmeshouse (? Almshouse), by 
the Churchgate Street, abutting on the churchway towards the east. 

John omyth held land now in Harefield, and John Smyth, the 
locksmith, a messuage, east of Hall Street, formerly Boger Dyster's. 

Adam the mason held part of Margerys Wente Field, with other 
lands and a tenement and garden by the churchyard of Melford Church, 
and abutting on the churchway leading towards the door of the church. 

Rn(jer the fuller had a shop near the church. 

Tliothas Wood, of Lavenham, hold a piece of land between Lineage 
Wood and *' the road belonging to thr Eirl of Oxford.^* 

John Folhe lived in a house in Oldmarket (Chapel Green). There 
appear to have been six tenements abutting on Chapel Green at that 
tune. 

RuUyrt Hayward, alias Spanvice, had a messuage east of Hall 
Street, and land in Kether Bulney, and some of the present Melford 
Place land. 

GilheH Barker, west of Hall Street. 

Roger Barker, east of Hall Street. 

llenry Norfolk had a messuage abutting on Bull Lane, and land in 
Chesa\v4ck and Over Bulney. 

Richard Cotes had part of the present Melford Hospital Tye farm. 

John Bowlder had 34j acres, now Brand's trustees. 
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Roger Kent had land at Bodbridge, adjoining Roger Moriell's. 

John Neelf whose land is afterwards alluded to as *' NdySy" had 
land near Bodbridge, adjoining Laurence Martyn's, MonelL's (or 
Moriell's), and Colys's. 

Bichard Waryn had a tenement and land east of Hall Street^ near 
Chapel Green ; and another one near, formerly, Alan the woolnMii^rar^s. 

Thomas Waryn had land about Stallis Tye, and a right of way 
thereto, for his carts and ploughs, concerning which he fiommoned 
John Ballard to the Melford Manor Court for obstructing the same in 
the 11th of Henry IV., a.d. I4IO-II9 as entered in the Bolls of tke said 
manor. 

After this date, yet eight more Abbots of Bury enjoyed their 
Manor of Melford, and occasionally visited their old mansion 'of Melford 
Hall for recreation or repose. As to what the old Hdl was like we 
have no existing record ; and though, from certain remains and other 
groimds, a theory may be formed, it is too conjectural to deserve 
mention here. But it would appear, from a lease of the Hall granted by 
the last Abbot of Bury, that though a part of the house was miok, some 
portion was a timber-framed erection, with the usual day wattle 
Detween, for the repair of which the tenant was bound to find all 
manner of day and straw, made and laid ready. The mansion was 
moated round on the west, north, and east : on this latter side^ as on 
the others, the moat ran straight ; the present semidroular dry moat 
bein^ a much later alteration. In the front of the house, beyond the 
sundial, there stood a gate-house, the foundations and paving of 
whidi still exist undisturbed, a short distance under tiie surface. The 
present park was then divided into many fidd indosures, as those 
called Long Pasture, Horse Pasture, Nether Home Fidds, &c., the site 
of the fences of which can be yet traced by any one who knows the 
Iiistory of their old positions. Many portions of ground, howe^*er, on 
the western side of the park wcn^ tlienm small indosures^ and belonged 
to vaiious owners. It should bo boi-ne in mind that the present park 
Aras not at that time a deer-park, and did not probably become so till 
near ilie year 1600. The old (le(M-])ark, in wnich the abbots hunted, 
and froui which many a fat buck prraced their tables, was a park of a 
ver}' ancient foundation.^ It v as called Ehnset or Elmsethe, or the 
Great Park, and consisted chiefly of open wood, and was termed of old, 
'* Ma<,mus Boscus Domini," and in the Surveys of Edward I. and 

* Abl)ot Sampton, however, never ImntiKl ; but if anj gaetts w«re etajing with him 
at any of Lis ]>arkfl, the Abbot, with hli monks, would rit in some opening of the woods 
to see the dogs ran. The St Edmund's breed of hounds was famous, and at Richard 
Coeur de Lion's request, this abl>ot sent to him two of the best Abbej dogs, for which 
King liichard gave him in return a fiugur-ring which had been a present from Pope 
Innocent III. 
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Henry VI. it is reckoned both as park and wood, the wood part being 
in the latter survey 217a. 2r. 84p., and the whole was impaled round 
and stored with deer. It occupied the site of the present Old Park 
farm, and part of the Duntons farm-; and those fine old oaks still 
standing near the Duntons, were once in the comer of the old deer- 
park, which was disparked between 1570-1580, when part of the pales 
were removed (some pales remaining till 1611), and the ground was 
let and was first broken up and tilled by one Robert Bentley, the tenant, 
between 1600 and 1602. In 1613 it was divided into field inclosures, 
but many trees still remained about it at that time. The old house or 
hunting-lodge, on the site of the present Old Park farm, was moated 
round. Strange to say, one quaint anecdote yet remains to us, relative 
to this old park and wood of Elmsethe, carrying us back to a scene 
which occurred in it no less than seven hundred years ago I It is no 
easy matter to get at the ways and doings of men separated fix)m us 
by a lapse of seven centuries; and vet this chasm is, in a measure, bridged 
over, and a dim little photograph of the past is, in this instance, pre- 
sented to us, by the quaint, good-humoured journal of a mouK of 
St. Edmund, whose simple record reveals to us throughout his narrative 
of the Abbev, the fashion of his day, much as an uncovered Pompeiian 
inscription helps to imfold the history of manners and customs buried 
under the wreck of ages. 

Jocelin de Brakelond, the chronicler of the Monastery of St. 
Edmund from 1173 to 1202, was till about 1182 the prior's chaplain. 
At that date Sampson was elected abbot. His character and personal 
appeiurance have been already described in the account of St. Saviour's 
Hospital, which he founded. Jocelin then became the chaplain of the 
Abbot, with whom he lived, to use his own laneuage, dav and night, 
for six years. He .subsequently became the aunoner of the Abbey. 
A contemporary monk has recoraed his character in these few words : 
'' blaster Jocelme our Almoner, a man of exemplary religion, powerful 
ill word and deed." 

In his Chronicle, Jocelin relates an anecdote as to the timber in 
Khnsethe Wood, Melford, and tills the tale of diamond-cut-diamond 
w itb evident glee. 

Translated from the Latin, his narration runs thus : — 

A.D. 1183-1189. 

" Geoffry Riddell, Bishop of Ely, sought from the Abbot of Bury 
some timber for the purpose of constructing certain preat buildings at 
Glemsford ; which request the Abbot granted, but with bad grace, yet 
not daring to offend him. Now the Abbot making some stay at 
Melford, there came to him a certain clerk of the Bishop asking, on 
behalf of his lord, that the promised timber might be taken at 
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JEhnsweU^ for lie made a mistake in pronouncing the word, saying 
JEimsweU when lie should have said JElmsethe^ which is the name of a 
certain wood of Melford. The Abbot was astonished at the request^ 
for such timbers were not to be found at ^ImswelL Whereof when 
Bichard the Forester of Melford had heard, he privately informed the 
Abbot that the Bishop had the previous week sent his carpenters in a 
surreptitious manner into the wood of JEVmsethe and had diosen the 
best timber trees in the whole wood, and had placed his marks thereon. 
On hearing this the Abbot directly discovered that the messenger of 
the Bishop of Ely had made an error in his request, and answered bim 
that he would willingly do as the Bishop wished. 

'^ On the morrow, upon the departure of the messenger, tmiiM- 
diately after the Abbot hact heard masSf he went with his carpenters into 
JEHmsedie wood, and caused to be marked with his mark not only all 
the oaks previously marked for the Bishop, but more than a hnndred 
others, for the use of St Edmund's [Abbey] and for fhe roof of the 
great tower, commanding that thev should be felled as qnidldyaa 
possible. But when the Sbhop of Ely, by the answer of his messenflar* 
understood that the aforesaid timber was to be taken at ^ImguMk^ 
he sent back the same messenger (on whom he dealt many hard words) 
to the Abbot, in order that he mi^t correct the word which he had 
blundered as JElmewell, by saying JElmsethe. But brfore he had oome 
again to the Abbot, all the timbws which the Bishop had denred were 
fdled, and the Abbot's carpenters had marked them ; wherefore all 
the Bishop could do was to take other timber, and at some other 
place, if he would. When I, Jocelin, saw this I laughed, and said 
m my heart. Thus cunning outwits itself.'' 

By some writers the date of tins transaction has been fixed as 
in the abbacy of Hugh (Sampson's predecessor^, and in the year II689 
probably firom that being the date in the margm of a previous passage 
of Jocelin de Brakelond's Chronicle, but whidi really has no reference 
to this anecdote; and these maTginal dates are not consocutive as to 
tlio narrative. A little reflection would make it evident that the above- 
named year could not l>e conect, for Geofiry Biddoll, fw-nicrly Aroh* 
(ieacoQ of Canterbury, was not (*( nsccrated Bishop of Ely till 1174; so 
tlio event recorded must have taken place after that date, and probidbly, 
from the context of the Chn^niclcs and Jocelin l>eing presont, soon after 
^^am|)3on's election as abbot, and between 1183 and 1189; in which 
latter year Geofiry KiddcU died. 



* Tiic ^mswell mentioned in this narratiTe was probably Norton Wood, 
well, about seven mflea east of Hur}-. AblK>t Hugh gare to Heljas, his butler (or 
cupbearer), 60 acres of land therein, in excliange for Heljas's land at Melford, which 
had l)e1brc belonged to Pliilip, who was hung for ih^ In attesting a deed of Abbot 
AnHolm, Ileljas signed bis name as Uefyat de Mde/ard. between the years 1150 and 
1157. 
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During the rule of Abbot Sampson, many great works of restora- 
tion and rebuilding were going on in the Abbey, To these Sampson 
contributed largely in material from his private manors ; and it appears 
that he provided at one time 120 large oak-trees from his woods of 
Melfordf for the use of the Abbey. 

After the abbots of Bury liad been lords of Melford for 500 years, 
the great religious revolution engendered and matured by the growing 
abuses of the monastic rule, overwhelmed them and overthrew their 
house, and despoiled them of their rich inheritance ; and among all 
their other possessions, Melford passed away from them. 

When the time came that this place was to know its old masters 
no more, it so happened that the last of the long line of abbots was 
himself a native or Melford ; and we mav take a melancholy pride in 
the character of our Abbot, for even his oitterest enemies, seeking for 
cause of complaint against him, could not accuse him of any of the 
foul charges which were with good ground brought against most of 
his compeers ; and thev were forced to admit that his ufe was excep- 
tionaUy free from the shocking moral taints which generally disgraced 
the OTCler. John Reeves, conmionly called John de Melford, became 
the thirty-third abbot of Bury in 1514. Shortly before the dissolu- 
tion of the monasteries, the commission sent imder Dr. John Ap-Bice* 
to inquire into the misrule of Bur^ Abbey, while stronfi^ly condenming 
the corrupt and infamous mode of life of the monks, coiud only speak of 
the Abbot thus ; that he was fond of staying in his countiy-nouses, 
that he had a weakness for bricks and mortar,t and that he was a 
stanch and zealous Boman Catholic ; and except bis great failing of 
laxity of discipline of the Abbey, they could hit out one serious blot, 
viz. that general rumour asserted that he was addicted to gambling 
with cards and dice. Their Beport ran thus : '* As for the iui)bot, we 
finde nothing to sospect as touching hys livyng, but it was detected 
that he laye moche forth in his granges : tliat he delited moche in 
playing at dice and cardes, and therein spent moche money, and in 
buiiiling for his pleasure. Ho did not preaohe openly. Also that he 
converted divers fermes int<i copieholdes, whereof poor men doth 
coiD])laine : also he seemeth to be addicted to the meyntejning of such 
6ui>erstitious ceremonies as hatlie ben used heretofor.** ^^^^_ 

He surrendered the Abbey and its possessions to King Henry VJll. 
on the 4th November, 1539 ; when an annuity of five hundred marks 
was assigned him, and he was driven from his splendid home to 

* The chief commiationen for the suppression of the religbms houses were Drs. Legh^ 
LcjtoD, and Ap-Rice, ecelesiaMticml lawyers in holy orders. 

t Abbot John de Melford built Little Horrii^r Hall, now long since destroyed. 
In the time of Charles II., the arms of the ConfesMr, with thoee of the Abbot, still 
remained, carved and painted, in the chief chamber of the house, which was then re maining 
intact 

2 s 
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subsist upon tliis scanty stipend. He is supposed to have retired at 
first, for a very short time, to what was called the Exchequer^ at Bury, 
but afterwards he took up his residence in a hQUse at the south-west 
comer of Crown Street, Bury (now pulled down). His arms remained 
in one of its windows till late in last century. We may well believe 
that sorrow and vexation broke his heart. The great and princely 
Abbot, who had administered the enormous revenues of his monastenr, 
which it has been computed would now have been worth £250,000 
annually, did not live to draw even a first half of his paltry pittance 
of £333. 6s.. 8d. a year, for he died on the 81st March, 1540, only 
five months after his deprivation. He was buried in the middle of the 
chancel of St. Mary's Cfhurch, Bury ; and on the slab which covered 
his grave was his effigy in brass, in his pontificals, with the arms of 
the Abbey impaling uiose of his family ; and bearing the following 
inscription, as given in Weaver's " Funeral Monuments **: — 

Bum quern Dominam ao Abbatem norerit dim 
Uliui hio recabant o«a sepulta yirL 
Soffoloe Melfordm nomen nato Johannem 
Dizenmt Beria progenio atque patro. 
liagnanimua pradena doctoa fait atque benignua 
Int^er et Toti religionia amana. 
Begni qui cam Uenrioi Oetavi viderat amuun 
Ter deramam ac primam liartioa atqoe diea 
Unom terque decern — ^flamine terraa 
Ocddit; Oh anima paice benigne Deoa 

This inscription has been fireely. translated thus :— * 

'' Here rest the sepultured bones of that man whQm Bmy ibrw 
merly acknowledged as Lord and Abbot; bom at Melfoid, in Soffolky 
named John ; his family and father Beeves. He was magnanimoiifl^ 

Erudent, learned, benignant, and upright, loving the religion to whioh 
e was dedicated. Who wIk^u he had seen the thirty-fii*st year of the 
reign of Henry the Eighth, on the Slst of March, sunk untimely to 
the grave. Spare his soul, O gracious Gbd." 

The poor persecuted Abbot was not allowed to rest auietly even 
in his last narrow homo. His grave was desecrated ana the brass 
torn from his slab by the Iloundhead fanatics in 1G43 ; and in 1717 
the final indignity was paid to the tomb of the last mitred abbot of 
Bury, by his monumental slab being broken up to make room for • 
])ahiy stone to cover a ])erson named Sutton, a purser of a ship, who 
was actually buried in the Abbot's grave ! 

Four years previously to the dissolution of the Abbey, Abbot John 
do Melford had granted* a lease of Melford Hall to Dame Frances 
Pennington for thirty yc^irs ; little thinking how soon the interest of 
his convent in this lease would have finally determined. 
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The original manuscript is designated " Harley number 308. fol : 
71 b.," and the copy is attested by " Cha : Morton, British Museum, 
21 Feby 1759.*' — Tne lease runs thus : except that some of the abbre- 
viations are rendered in full : — 

Melford Hall Jlfanour, 1535. 

This Indenture made the fourthe Daye of November in the xxvi^** 
yere of the Regno of our Soverayne Lorde Kyng Henry the eight, Be- 
twene the Reverent Father in God John Melford Abbott of the Monastery 
of Bury Seynt Edmunde in the Gountie of Suffolk, and the Prior and 
the Covent of the same place on the one partie ; and Dame Frances 
Pennyngton wedowe on the other partie, wetnessith that the seyd 
Abbott Pryor and Covent with one assent and consent hath demysed, 
grauntted and to ferme leatyn by thes presents unto the seyd Dame 
Fraunces all that is their Uete of theu* Manour of Melford called 
Melford Hall, with all the Howses Buildings, gardyngs and yerdes 
theronto belongyng togeUier with feadyngs of tne comon called 
Melford Grene longvnj? to the seyde Manour. — ^And also closes whereof 
the on is called Parkefelde, and the other is called the Horse Pasture 
and two meadowes the on called Smal Medowe and the other called 
Parke Medowe lyine in Melford aforseyd in the seyd Oounte of Suffolk : 
Ezept oute take and reservyd unto the seyd Abbott and hys successors 
on of the best Chaumbers within the seyd manour wyth ffiree ingate 
and outegate into and firo.the same at all tymes at hys pleasure duryng 
all the seyd terme of the seyd lease, ^o have and to holde all the 
seyd Cete of the seyd maner howses Buyldvngs gardyngs and yerdys 
and all other the premysses unto the seyd Dame Fraunces hir Heyres 
ezecutours and assignes frome the feste of seynt Mighell Tharohangell 
last past before the date of thes presents unto thende and terme of 
xxx^ yeers firome thense n('xte and inmiediately follow} n^ and fully to 
be complete and endyd, y elding and payeng therfore yeny every yere 
duryng all the seyde torinc unto the seyae Abbott and hys successours 
xi" im*"""*^ [£11. 46.1 of goode and lawfull mony of Englonde, att two 
termes in the yere, that is to say at the festes of Kstem and sent 
Mighell tharchaungell be ev\ii iK)rSons. And yf it hapen the seyd yerly 
ferme of devyn pownds and foure shillynges or any parte or parceUe 
of the same to be beliynde and onpayde after eny of the seyd festes by 
the space of vni dayes that then yt shal be lawfull to the seyd Abbott 
his successours and deputyes into all the seyd maner and other the 
premisses to entre and distreyne and the distresse so ther fownde to 
lede, bere, dryve, and carey awey and to witholde and impownde unto 
the seyd yerely ferme of xi" mi'**' and everie parte and parcell of the- 
same together with thawrago expencs and costs if eny shal fortune to 
be fully satysfyed and paydo and yf it hapon the seyd yerly ferme or. 

2 s 2 
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eny parte tberof to be behyiide and onpayde by the space of con 
quarter of a yeere next after eny of the seyd tests in the whiche it oughte 
to be payde and non dystresse fownde uppon the seyd Cete of the 
Manor and other the premisses that then yt shal be lawfull to the sevd 
Abbott, Pryor, Covent and tiier successours into all the Cete of tne 
seyd manor and all other the premisses to reentre and have ayen and 
then clerely expell and putte owte the seyd Dame Fraunces hir 
heyres and executours for ever, eny thyng conteyned in thee Indentora 
to the contrari not\vythstondynTO. — ^And the seyd Dame Fraunces shall 
fynde at hir costes and chargs Uie seyd Abbott or his officers oomyng 
onys in the yeere to the Coorte and Leete of the seyd Abbott at the 
seyd manor to be kepte sufficient met and drynke with beddyng in 
ther chambre, hey ana otys for ther horses by all the seyd terme for 
that tyme being there at the seyd Coorte and lete. And the seyd 
Abbott Pryor and Covent are covenanlyn and graunttyn be thes 
presents to acquite and discharge the same Dame Fraunces hir heyres 
and executours of all manor owte rentes and charges goyng owte of 
the seyd manor bv all the seyd terme, Exept the same Dame Fraunoes 
shal paye yerly during all the seyd terme to the Baly of Babberg 
Hundred iin^, and to the Crosse Berer of the seyd AbhotA for the 
Staffe-Acre* mi^ And over, that the seyd Abbotti Pryor, and 
Covent, shal at ther costes and charges here, kepe, and manten, all 
manor of reparaSons, nedful and necesserey of the howses of the seyd 
manor, that is to sey wyndtyghte and waterty^hte duryng all the sejde 
terme, exept the same Dame Fraunces shfu at hir costes fynde all 
manor of cloy and strawe made and layde redy for the same. And 
allso cary all tymbre for the seyd Mmer for the reparaSons of the same 
by all the seja terme. And the seyd Dame Fraunces hir heyres and 
executours shal fell and have shredde and stowe all suche tmdlerwoode 
as hatha ben feUyd stowed and shredde in tymes past growynge in and 
uppon the seyd closes, and also shal have soficient plowbote, carteboteb 
liardilbote, hedgebotOt and gatebotet Rrowyng in and uppon the sejd 

" " the 



closes and other the premisses by all the seyd terme at thassignamebt 
of the officers of the seyd Abbott — and over that tho seyd Abbotti Pryor,' 
and Covent covenant! yii ami Graunttyn that tho seyd Dame Fraunoes 
liir heyres and executours shal have yeerly evcrie yeero duryng all the 
Beyd terme ^e hundred w oode owte of the woodes of the soyd^Abbofet, 
Pryor, and Covent, withen the seyd towne of Melford by thassignmant 



* la the ^ liber de Consuetudiuibus Sancii Edmnndi," folio 37, is a charter 1 
'* Carta de Stafaeria," by which AbWt Hugh gave to hii derk, Ht^nry FitxIIeniyy die 
Btaffacrea and dthea which Master Zacharias formerly had from the chapelriee of vatiow 
churches therein mentioned. These statfacres, it would eeem, were certain payniMifta «r 
fees due to the Abbot's staff or crosier. 

t Wood for making or mcuding giitos, carta, ploughM, d(c. ; hedgebote being 1 
or wood for repairing lieilgea. 
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of the officers of the seyd Abbott and his^successours, to be felled and 
made and carjed at the costes and charges of the seyd Dame Fraunces, 
hir heirs and executours. And also Dame iVaunces hir heyrs, 
executours, and assignes shal have all the feadyng of the lytfyl Parke 
duryng all the seyd terme, so that the same Dame Fraunces ner hir 
assignes do non harme on to the Sprynge. And also yt is agreed 
betwene the seyd parties that the seyd Abbott and his successours 
and his deputyes shal have at all tymes free lybertye coarse and 
recourse over the seyd grownde and pastures beyng m ferme of the 
seyd Dame Fraunces to cary and recary woode owte of the lyttil 
parke by alle the seyd terme withowte ony denyall lett vezaSon or 
trobvll of the seyd Dame Fraunces hir heyrs executours and assignes 
by alle the seyd terme. And furthermore the seyd Dame Fraunces 
covenantyth and grauntyth presentes that yf it fortune eny hurte 
harme or decaye to be done necclygenUy by the seyd Dame Fraunces 
hir heyrs executours or assignes, hir servaunts or oattyl uppon 
eny of the howses of the seyd manor, dores, gats or walles by alle 
the seyd terme that then shoe hir heyrs executours and assignes shal 
make and repare it ageyn at hir owne propre costes and charges. Allso 
it is condiscended grauntvd and agreed betwene the se^d parties that 
the seyd Dame Fraunces hir heyrs executours and assignes shal nott 
in no manner of wyse aleyn nor make no lease to non person or 

Sersones of the seyd Cete of the manor and other the premisses 
uryng alle the seyd terme withowte thassent and agreament of the 
seyd Abbott or his successours. Allso the seyd Dame Fraunces shal 
have delyvered hir at the asseallyng hereof the chaffe and strawe of 
all the come growynge of xl acres of grownde of the sevd Abbott, 
and aUso certoyn parcelles be implements of howse which the seyd 
Dame Fraimces shall leve, and at the prisament of indyfferentt 
persones by the elcccon of the seyd Abbott or hys successours re- 
delyver at the seyd Manor in the ende of the seyd terme or ells the 
pryce, whiche percellys ai>pere particculary folowyng : Iniirimis xoolers 
of lether, ix payer of carto trace wherof ii payer of body trace ii 
payer of thellbels iii caito saddyls, on plow wyth alio tliynges theronto 
belongynffOi iii shares, iii culturs, ii carte roppes, a sede skeppe, iiii 
comb sekKS, ii Bu8schells, on fanne, on lader, xvi staves, ii Pycheforkes, 
ii payer of harrowghes, iiii longe formes, ii shorte formes, iii tabylls, 
ii ])ayer of tressyls, ii Tonilierelles, on leed, a schippo cofibr,* and nalfe 
a pype. — ^And for the more suerte of alle the poveuantts, grauntts, 
Agreamentts and payeinentts in these indenturs on the partie of the 
seyd Dame Fraunces well and truely to be perfonnyd observed and 
kepte as is aboveseyd, the seyd Dame Fraunces unto the seyd Abbott 
and hys successours stonde bounde in the sufne of forty pownds 

* The largest sort of hutches or chests were called thi|>-cofreri. 



318 HELFORD HALL AND AIANOB. 

Bterlyng by hir wryiyng obligatory beryng date of these presents for 
the true performaunce of the same. In wittnes wherof to the oon 
partie of thes indenturs^remaynyng wyth the seyd Abbott and Covent 
the seyd Dame Fraunces have sette hu* seale : and to the other partie 
of thes indenturs remaynyng with the seyd Dame Frannoes the seyd 
Abbott, Fryor, and Covent have sette ther comon seale at the seyd 
monastery beforeseyd the deye and yeere above wrytfyn. 

BOKDE. 

Novint univsi p. pSentes me diiam Fraundscam Fennvngton de 
Melfordin Com: Suff: viduam teneri et firmit: obligari Kevend: in 
Christo Fatri Johi permissione divina Abbi monasterii Smct : Edmnndi 
de Bury in quadraginta libris legal: monete Anglie solvend: eidem 
Abbi vel successorib : suis aut suo certo attorn : ad festom Fasche 
proximo futur : post datum present : sine ulteriore dilatioue ad qnam 
quidemsoluconembeneetfidelit: fadend: oblige me hered : etezecut: 
meos per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium presentibus sigillum 
meum apposui. Dat. quarto die mensis Novemb : anno regui Henrici 
octavi Dei gratia Anglie et Franc: Regis fidei defensor et Domini 
Hibemie vicesimo sexto. 

The condiSon of thvs obligai!bn ys suche that yff tihe within 
bounden Dame F^nnces Pennynffton hu* heyrs exeout : and assigneB 
observe kepe performe and ful%ll all and singler oonvenantts gractntts 
agreamentts and paymentts as comprysed and spedfyed in certen 
indenturs beryng the date of thys oblygaSbn wythin wryllyu made 
betwene the same Dame Fraunces Fennyngton on the oon partie and 
the wythin namyd Reverent Father in God John Abbott of the Monaa- 
terv of Bury Seyi^te Edmunde on the other partie whiche on the partie 
ana behalfe of the seyd Dame Fraunces Fennvngton yt oughte to be 
well and truely observed perfourmed full^llyd and kepte, that then 
thys presente obligacon to be voide or ens to stondo and abyde in 
fuUe strengthe, vertue, and cffecte. 

Attestation hereto. 

*' This copy is literal, exci pting that some few abbre^nation8 which 
might have disturbed tbo sense, are here wrote out at length. 

'* Cha : MoBiov. 

«BBlTitB MU8EUM. Febrnurv 21, USQ," 

The scribe who in 1535 held the office of legal adviser to the 
Alonastery appears to have been little behind the lawyers of the present 
day in the redundant verbosity and tedious formal repetition with 
which he garnished his lease. About two months Wore Dame 
Pennington took her lease of Melford Hall, she had hired from the 
Abbey of Bury other land in Melford. For it appears that on Thursday 
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next after the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross (14th Septepaber), 
1535, she and Francis Johnson had let to them by the Abbot, with the 
consent of the Convent, three closes of land ; viz., Great Monks Dole, 
15 acres ; Little Monks Dole, 6 acres ; and New-broak-up-close, 13 
acres ; before held' by Robert Buck, gentleman, for 178. a year. 
Almost nominal as was this rent, that of MelfordHall sounds very low, 
even for that time, including, as it did, the offices, gardens, the 
greater part of the present park, the feeding of the green, with a 
certain supply of wood, for an annual rent of £11. 12s., inclusive of 
two fees of 4s. each annually. 

Dame Pennington, as a widow, married Mr. Francis Johnson, 
who survived her. 

After the dissolution of the Abbev of Bury, the Manor of Melford 
appears to have been granted in the nrst instance to William Cordell 
by King Henry VUI., in the 37th year of his reign, 1546-7. There 
is no deed of grant of that year at Melford Hall, out the subsequent 
grants of Philip and Mary release the rent of £100 ariginaUy reserved 
to the Crotvn from this manor. The first existing grant of Melford 
Manor in the I6th oentujy, is by letters patent of Queen Mary to 
William Cordell, her Solidtor-Gteneral, dated 26th November, 1554, 
confirming a former grant of the 12tb of January, 1554, which was 
not so ftdl and comprdiensive. This patent, which is at Melford Hall, 
bears several autograph signatures of bot^ King Philip and Queen 
Mary. Its general purport runs thus : — 

Grant fi*om King Philip and Queen Mary to William Cordell, Esquire, 
Solicitor-General, of the Manor of Melford Hall» with lands, 
tithes, fair, free warren, advowson of the church, and all rights 
over ihe said lands formerly belonging to the dissolved Abbey of 
Bury. Given at Westminster the 26th November, 1554. 

. This patent recites that a former grant under tlie Great Seal, had 
been made the 12tb January, 1554; and the present one oonfirms 
to William Cordell, gentleman, Solicitor-General, on a payment of 
£82. 8s. 4d. to the Treasury, and in consideration of his past good, 
true, faithful, and acceptable services, the grant of the demesne and 
manor of ^lelford, otlierwise Long Melford, with the park of Long 
Melford, in Suffolk, with all rights appurtenant thereto, as held by the 
dissolved Abbey of St. Edmund's Buiy, to hold the same of the Queen 
and her successors, of her manor of East Greenwich, in Kent. Also 
the advowson and presentation of the parish church of ^lelford. Also 
the mansion-house called ilelford Lodge, in Lon^ Melford Park, with 
all the deer in the said park {K.B. — Tliis was Vie old deer-park and 
lodge^ called Ehnseihe^ tchere the present Old Park farm, now i^), with right 
of free warren. Also the capital messuage of Melford Uall {the old 
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hall an the same site as the present) with two closes of land and 

gasture called Parkfeild, and horse pasture, and two meadows called 
mall Medow and Park Medow, with all buildings, gardens, belong- 
ings, &c., as lately in the occupation of Dame Fraunces Fennyngton, 
widow, and afterwards in the occupation of Francis Jolmson {so Dame 
Pennyngton was now dead^ for Johnson was h^er second husband^. 
Various lands are then specified in tenure of Katherine Ellis, Francis 
Clopton, Thomas Campion, lands called Deymer, the Hall WR in 
tenure of Christopher Hardy, Eastfields 188 acres, Ozlands, Cheswick, 
Bulnejrmoors, the fishery in the river Stour, "V^thindale Mill, lands 
held by Francis Clopton 123 acres. Little Parkwood, coppice in the 
same (now Qreat ana Little Coppice fields in Lodge FaTm)^ Lynage Wood, 
Spelthome Wood, Proudes Farm, and all other fiarms, messuages, 
lands, &c., in Melford and Acton, and the manor and right of ooorts of 
Melford ; and the rieht of market and fair. 

This grant to Su* William Cordell also included the advowson of 
Bushbrook Church, Suffolk ; and two- thirds of the advowson, and the 
next presentation, to Clipston Church, Northamptonshire ; and also 
the aavowson of Stanstead, Suffolk. It also emoraced some of the 
lands and tithes which had been alienated firom Melford Church bj 
Abbot Sampson's grant to St. Saviour's Hospital. 

The ^reat chfmse of ownership was thus fully completed. Melfiird 
Hall and its manor had passed away from the powerful monastery and 
its ruline abbots, and was now vested in secular hands. What Sir 
William CordeU's real religious bias was in that transitional period it 
is difficult to say. Queen Mary and Philip of Spain^ biffots as thev 
were, bestowed on him, or certainly confirmed to him^ these charon 
lands, and showed him favour, and confided in him throughout their 
reign ; and again Queen Elizabeth, on the other hand, in luce manner 
honoured him. Probably , from the training consequent on his position^ 
he was a careful, prudent man, who, watchmg the then rapidly shiftily 
changes of public opinion in this country, hnd leained to steer his 
bark wisely in the troubled waters ; and though wo may infer that he 
was a Protestant at heart, he was moderate iu liis religious views, 
while at Melford the Homan Catholic element was yet still strong 
among some of the leading persons of the place, such as the Martrras 
and some of the Cloptons ; and in Queen Elizabeth's reign we find 
that a dersyman (or Romish priest), described as '* a parson of IMford 
in Suffolk, but whose name does not appear among the offidatine 
clergy of this place, and who certainly was never a rector of MeUbra^ 
was included by name specially among the roll of those certified in 
the Exchequer Rolls to be proscribed fugitives over the seas, who 
were implicated in Babington's conspiracy in 158C. For with many 
others in the list, including Chamock and Jones, who were more 
actively engaged, and were afterwards executed, appears the name of 
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" Anthonie Wilkenson^ parson of Mel/ord, in BuffolTce^^* as a political 
refugee in foreign lands. 

Soon iafler Sir William Cordell had acquired his manor of Melford, 
he determined to build a new mansion. Probably the old Hall was 
small and inconvenienti and perhaps dilapidated, and an era had just 
arrived in which the taste for building fine manor-houses was a 
marked fea^e of the age. Sir William Cordell had become a rich 
man, and had then a family of children, for whom to found a great 
house. His posterity never, however, inherited it, for his two sons 
and two daughters all died young. He seems to have stinted nothing 
in endeavourmg to erect for himself a noble building on the site of the 
abbot's old house. Many alterations have since been made to it, some, 
alas! with very questionable taste. In the last century the stone 
muUions were removed fi:-om the windows, and their openings in many 
parts reduced or changed, to produce a general uniformity, destructive 
of the original character of the building, one of the great beauties of 
which, as in all Elizabethan houses, was its great variety of detail. 
The main change in internal arrangement which has been made is in 
part of the western fit)nt, for where the first floor west bedrooms now 
are, was originally a long wide open gallery; the principal bedrooms 
being then but few in number. The great staircase has been much 
enlarged, and its original character lost, and the house has internally, 
at various times, notably in 1818, been greatly modernized. In the 
walls of the Cordell room are pictures of members of the two branches 
of the famil;^, evidentlv put in for the purpose of connecting the suc- 
ceeding fanuly of CordeU with the original possessors. They are all 
inscribed, ana represent : — 

1. '* Bobert Cordell, Esquire, of London, merchant, son of William 
Cordell, of Edmonton, in the county of Middlesex, whose son John 
settled at Melford, and was father to Sir William CordeU.'* A three- 
quarters length on panel, of an old man, with a ship in the comer. 

2. '^ Sir Thomas Cordell, of London, merchant, son of the above- 
mentioned Robert." A three-quarters portrait on panel of an elderly 
man, with peaked beard, ruff and furred gown. In one hand he holds 
richly-firinged gloves ; and on a table is a skull. In a comer are the 
Cordell arms and crest. 

8. *' Sir John Cordell, citizen and merchant, son of the above Sir 
Thomas and father of Sir Robert Cordell, who redeen^cd ./he Mdford 
estate out of the • Savage ' family." A fine three-cpiarter portrait on 
canvas, with a ruff and a red fuired gown. He holds a letter. On a 
table is a packet, and a ship under sail in a comer. 

4. " Sarah, wife of Sir John, and daughter of Robert Bunckworth, 
of London, merchant." This lady's dress is very elaborate, in black 
and red stripes, and a splendid ruff. Round her shoulders is a chain 
four times folded, pearls round her waist, and a ring sewed on to her 

2 T 
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beautiful lace stomaolier. A very fine three-quarter length portrait on 
canvas. 

5. "Sir William Oordell, Knight, Knight of the Shire for ihe 
county of Suffolk, Speaker of the House of Commons, 4 & 5 Philip 
and Maiy, 1557, and Master of the Bolls to the said Queen and Queem 
Elizabefji/' He has red hair, and a red peaked beard, a rich ruff, and 
a black dress, slashed with red. A three-quarter length on paneL 

6. " Mary, wife of the said Sir William, daughter and sole heir of 
Bichard Clopton, Esq., third son of Sir William Clopton, by Margaret 
his wife, third daughter and one of the heirs of Sir Bichard Bozem,* 
Knight.*' A three-quarter portrait on panel, of a dark, rather sad- 
lookmg lady, in a black dress, with a ruff and a laced cap, and holding 
in her hand a richly-bound book. She wears a gold ring on her 
thumb. 

Near this room there is a curious hiding-place in the thickness of 
the walls and chimney, approached only tmrough a trap panel. The 
cellars and basement are or great extent, and a portion of them pro- 
bably formed part of the older house. 

Externally, the appearance has been much altered by modernizing 
and changing the size of the windows, and removing some bay windows 
during the lut century. In its original state, the house had one very 
peculiar feature. Between the two eastern towers, on each side of the 
entrance-court^ hi^h up, about level with the parapet of the roof, there 
was a suspended bridge, from which spectators could see the hunting 
and hawking, iuid other sports over the park, then &r larger than at 
present. The doorways in the towers fi*om which it was entered at 
each end, though now built up, are still plainly visible, and they were 
approached from the ground-level bv the old style of winding-stairs 
in the towers, composdi of blocks of oak round a central newd ; one 
of which staircases complete, and others in port, stiU remain un- 
altered. * When tliis SNvingin^ bridge was remove d is not known ; but 
it was certainly in existence m 1619. Until last century the entrance- 
approach to the bouso was very different from the present. The mxmb^ 
then filled with ^vator, continued round on tbo north side, bat was 
covered over alon^r the eastern side in front of tie Hall, about 45 yards 
in advance of the entrance-court. There was a gateway with a bridge 
over the north moat. Directlv opposite the I'ront door were thm 
separate walled-in courts : the first was entere<l through an open arch* 
way ; the second bad a gatehouse with im archway to drive tfaroogh 
to the inner court. The ^<itehouse had two small tunets, correspond- 
ing in form with those of the Hall. The old stone-paved floor <K this 
gateway still exists entire under the ground, in front of the sundial, 
which was moved from elsewhere to its present position. The inner 

• Sir lUchard Bozem died IStL August, 1525. 
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entrance-court, or quadrangle, was raised above the ground adjoining, 
and had steps up into it, where carriages then stopped, and persons 
went on foot from thence to the front door, along a broad centre walk, 
with a grass-plot on each side. The space inclosed by walls, from the 
comer of the house to the archway into the present stable-yard, was 
cultivated, and was then called the Melon-garden. The gatehouse was 
taken down, the north moat dried, and the present eastern semi-circular 
moats were dug, in order to provide earth to raise that front to the 
level of the inner entrance-court, with other alterations, about the year 
1780. The ponds, now in two, were formerly divided into three ; for 
there was a causeway across the larger one, since removed, on which 
stood a fishing-house. The earth of this bank was also probably 
utilized in the levelling of the eastern front. Many small buildings of 
various character, such as dog-houses, fowl-houses, a hop-store, in a 
small hop-ground near the ponds, summer-houses, and others which 
stood about the gardens, and. some buildings in the east front, were 
also taken down. The bowling-house remams as it was constructed, 
seemingly at the same date as the Hall, except that, like the latter, its 
windows have been modernized. It was, no doubt, at one time hand- 
some in its details : the stonework at its entrance is good ; and the upper 
story of the interior was once richly ornamented ; for the panel-work, 
now decaying, was all painted white and much gilded. The fine 
bowling-green attached to it appears to be unaltered. Outside the wall, 
by the side of the moat next the high road, there stood a row of elm- 
trees, which were cut down in the present century, as endangering the old 
wall. The park boundary (then pales) between the lodge and Clajrpits 

Eond, stooa back into the park some distance. A piece was taken in 
ite in last century, and the fence straightened to its present line of 
wall, and the inclosed ground was plated with trees. Somewhat 
about the time of the various alterations, from 1780 to 1750, many of 
the clumps of trees in the park were planted, and tlie Hare Drift road 
was made for access to the Lodge Farm, then nowly *built, and laid out 
for cultivation. 

On the outside of tlie Hall there still remain the square large- 
headed leaden down-pipes from the roof, all adorned with Sir William 
Cordelias crest of the cockatrice ; and in the open fireplace of the 
entrance-hall there arc two large and curious bell-metal andirons or 
fire-dogs, which apparently had belonged to the nionasterial owners of 
the house, and from which 8ir William Cordell had removed the original 
bases, replacing them with new ones, bearing cast on them his cockatrice 
crest, together with the date on each, of 1559, wbich is palpably not 
that of the original parts, which belong to a far earlier era, and are 
much more worn b}- time and cleaning than the added bases. It would 
be an interesting question for antiquaries, with a knowledge of early 
metal- work, to define what is the date of the upper original portions of 

2 T 2 
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these fire-dogs. They are obviously very ancient; and there is a' 
peculiarify in the subjects with which they are embellished, which 
appears to refer somehow to Abbot Samson. Of thcf four compart- 
ments into which these dogs are each alike divided, the top one repre- 
sents Samson slaying the lion, and under it is an inscription, now 
partly illegible ; but the word '' Sammsuim " remains, and under this 
word are the letters, each separate, ^' B. D. L. D.,*' and opposite^ 
** Leve Peter Sen . . .** 

In the second compartment are two subjects, separated by an 
oblong projecting boss, which has had something engraved upon i^ bat 
is now worn smooth. TThere are two of these boroes on each dog.) 
These figures are Davia, and Samson again, carrying away the gates 
of Gaza ; and over each of them is inscribed, ^^ Davet,'' ^* Samson.^* 
Next below is our Saviour on the cross, with a female fi^^ure on each 
side, over whom are the names of '* Magdelen,*' ''Mane.'* In the 
lower space are Adam and Eve, on each side of the tree, firom which 
they are taking the fruit, and their names are over them, *' Adam,'* 
" Eva.*' Now, the standard of the Abbev of St. Edmund, in the time 
of Abbot Samson, bore this very device of Adam and Eve. 

It is represented pictoriallv in miniature as the standard of 
St. Edmund, in lArdgate the Monk's *' Lives and Miracles of the 
Saints" in the Harleian Collection (2278). He speaks also of the 
banner thus :— 

Adftm V a teqient ban jadied fro ptndji, 

Eta 9hOf beotine ihe waa nat wji, 

Eet off an appyl off flanhlj fidi plasanoe : 

Which thre ngarea, Edmund, bj gret a?j% 

Bar in hia baner, for a remembrmnoe. 

Whether the two bosses on each dog, now worn smooth bv am 
and cleaning, had borne either a mitre or Samson's seal of the jEcuj 
Lamb, is only conjecturd; but the before-mentioned facts considered 
together appear to connect these very curious and massive bell* 
metal andirons or fire-dogs in some manner ^vith Abbot Samson de 
Botington. 

Among the painted glass in the Hall windows are several German 
coats of arms, with insci-iptions fix>m 1608 to 1742 ; a cloth-mark of 
A. W« A., dated 1651 ; a coat of arms of John Winthrop, fonnerly 
of Orbton, the Jird Gocenior of Massachusetts, quartenng Forth : 
motto : *^ Spes vincit thronum, 1630.*' Winthrop*8 arms were granted 
the 24th of June, 1591. The larger subjects ai-e a curious Imeeling 
figure of a man in a furred gown, before an altar or desk, which bears 
a coat of arms, apparently foreign ; behind him stands a bishop robed, 
wearing his mitre, and beai*ing a crosier in one hand and holding a 
ring in tho other : the date on this glass is 1551. Also a kneelmg 
figure of a man in a flowered gown, evidently 15th century, with the 
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legend " Sanct : Mark ora pro nobis.** There are two fine large 
coats of arms, one of King Henry VII,, with his name on a 
scroll. The supporters are white greyhounds, having collars of red 
and white roses ; the badges are the red and white quartered rose, 
crowned ; and the portcullis crowned. The other large coat is of his 
wife, Elizabeth of York, in which the arms are inclosed in a rose, 
party-coloured red and white, and surmounted by a beautiftd large 
jewelled crown. 

Although from various minor data an inference might be drawn 
that the new house was completed about 1559, there is no certain 
record of the jprogress of the building. Some few years, however, after 
its erection. Queen Elizabeth signified to Sir William Cordell her in- 
tention of honouring him with a visit at his new house during her 
progress through Suffolk and Norfolk. Melford being on the county 
border. Sir WiUiam, now Master of the Bolls, was the first gentleman 
who entertained her Majesty in Suffolk, and he appears to mtve given 
her a sumptuous reception, such as she always delighted in. 

In the '^ Progresses and Public Processions of Queen Elizabeth,'* 
edit^ by John Nichols, there is contained " Churchyards Discov/rae an 
the Queenes Majesties erUertaynementein SuffoUce andNorfolhe, imprinted 
at London by Henrie Bynneman^ Servante to the Bighte Honourable Sir 
Christopher Hatton, Chamberlayne.** Churchyard appears not to have 
been with the royal suite at Melford, but to have joined it subsequently 
at Norwich. In the original plan of this progress it would seem that 
it was not intended that the Queen should visit any other place in 
Suffolk, except Melford, for Lord Burghley wrote thus to the Yioe- 
Chancellor: ••Thence [from Audley End] she intended to proceed in 
her progress to Suffolk, to the house of the Master of the Rolls ; and 
if she went not further, which was not presently concluded upon, then 
she would return by Cambridge.'* 

In August, 1573, Sir mlliam Cordell, with a great retinue, met 
the Queen at tlie county border, and escorted her to Melford Hall. 
Churchyard's quaint account runs as follows : — 

" To WTiglit of the receiving of hip Higlmesse into Suffolko and 
Norfolke in everie poynte as matter may move me, wonlde conteyne a 
great time in making a just rehearsall therof: wherfore I will but 
briefely recite it and committe the circumstance and manner of the 
same to your dyscretion and judgemente. The trothe is, albeit they 
hadde but smal warneing certaynely to build ujion, of the comming of 
the Queues Majestie into both those sheeres, the Gentlemen had made 
sucho ready provision, that all tlie velwets and silkes were taken up 
that mighte be layde haude on, and bowght for any money, and soone 
converted to suche garmentes and sutcs of robes, that the show thorof 
might have beautifyed the greatest tryumph that was in Englande 
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these many yeres. As I hearde there were 200 young gentlemen 
cladde alle in whyte velwet, and 300 of the graver sorte apparrelled in 
blacke velwet coates and with faire chaineSt alle redy at one instante 
and plaice, with 1500 servyng men all onhorsebacke, well and bravelie 
mountyd, to receive the Queene's Highnesse into Suffolke : a comelie 
troope and a noble sighte to beholde. Alle thes waited on the Sherriffey 
Sir William Spring, and there was in Suffolke suche sumptuous feast- 
inges and bankets as seldome in anie parte of the worlde there bathe 
been seen afore. The Maister of the KoUes, Sir William CordeIl» was 
the firste that beganne this greate feastinge at his house of Melforde» 
and did lyght suche a candle to the reste of the shire, that they were 
gladd bountifullie and francklie to folio we the same example, with suohe 
charges and costes as the whole traine were in some sorte pleased 
therewyth." 

Fleasanter, doubtless, for the train of courtiers than for the several 
entertainers, to whom the great charges and costs of the Queen's visit 
were probably a heavy tax. On the 5th of August she proceeded on 
her way, dimng at Lawshall Hall. 

In a letter from Richard Topclyffe to the Earl of Shrewsbury, 
dated 80th August, 1578, there occurs the following passage relative 
to this progress : — 

*' I did never see her Majestic better receved bv two countiee m 
one jomey then Si^olke and Norfolke now : Suffolke of gentiUmeiit 
and Norfolke of the meaner sorte : with excedinge joye to themselves 
and well likinge to her Ma^* Great interteignmente at the Maatf of 
the BowUs: greater at Eillinghall, and exceedinge of all sorte at 
Norwiche." 

The royal visit was the last event of importance in Sir William 
Cordelias life. Three years later he had done with all earilily ambition. 
Kind and upright gentleman, and honest and zealous public servant as 
he appears to have been, and distinguished as liis name must ever 
remain in the annals of Melford, the histon* of his career cannot be 
closed without a few words of notice. He rose to fame and fortune 
by his own industry and talents, unaided by any accidentof birth ; for 
in a deed of grant of a messuage of the 29tli of Henry VUL, his father 
is described as "John Cordell of Long Melford, yoman " ; though in 
a subsequent grant of arms called gentleman.* Sir William's date of 

* Sir William Cordeirs father, John, is said to have married Emma Wehbe. Vow 
Sir William Clopton, Knight, of Kentwell« bj hia will, made 1530, left to Jobi OonUt^ 
kit tervarU^ and Emma his wife, a legai^ of proix;rty and money. Sir William'a non, 
John Clopton, in hia will of 1541 left a legacy to his godson^ John OordalL A John 
Cordell wajs churchwarden of Melford with Roger Msrtyn in 1559, during the Marian 
retom to Popeiy ; bom which it may be inferred that he was a Papist^ as were the 
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birth is uncertain ; he was brought up to the bar, and in 1553 became 
Lent reader at Lincoln's Lin, of which house he was afterwards 
frequently governor, and in the same year was appointed Solicitor- 
General. On the 5th November, 1557, he was made Master of the 
Rolls and a Privy Councillor, with a grant of the privilege of twelve 
retainers. In 1557 he was also High Steward of Ipswich, with an 
annual allowance of £4, payable half-yearly. In 1558, being elected 
knight of the shire for Suffolk in the last Parliament of Queen Mary, 
Sir William was chosen Speaker of the House of Commons, and was 
knighted in the interval of the two sessions of which it consisted. 

In the first session of this Parliament the Queen's wants and the 
state of the nation were discussed by a committee of both Houses, 
the Speaker, with ten other members, having been invited by the 
Lords for that purpose. This was not altogether the constitutional 
mode, but it does not appear that Sir William (great lawyer as we are 
told he was) objected to the proposal ; for on the 4th of February a 
bill was read for the grant of a subsidy of two-fifteenths and tenths, 
*' as agreed upon by the Lords and Commons in Committee,'' which 
occasioned some debate, and it ajfpears that the Speaker was desired 
to see the Queen and ascertain whether a smaller amount would not 
satisfy her Majesty ; for on the 10th of the month Sir William Cordell 
acquainted the House '^ that he had opened to tbe Queen's Majesty his 
commission touching the grant of the subsidy, wluch the Queen thank- 
fully took, giving those present hearty thanks, and all the realm." 
The Speaker had acquitted himself well, for it seems he induced the 
Queen to accept a subsidy of one fifteenth, which was all that was 
granted that session. The next session of this Parliament was remark- 
able for an Act which was intended to put the first restraint upon the 
liberty of the press, but the further proceeding of the bill, whichhad 
come down fix)m the Lords, was stopped by the death of the Queen. 

^ In 156^ he was a commissioner sent to Scotland with Sir William 
Cecil (the great Lord Hurghley) and Dr. Wottou, and concluded the 
treaty of neace call<»d t ho Treaty of Leith. In Stow (p. 644) is recorded, 
"the 18tn June, Sii-Will" Cecill, principall Secietarj" to the Queene's 
Maiestie, with Sir William CordaU, and Dr. Wotton, deane of Canterbury 
and Torke, came to Barwike : being appointed Commissioners on hor 

CloptonB. And a pet-son of this same name^ John Conlell, was buried at Melford 
7th Januarj, 15(i4. 

In the Visitation of Ix>n(1on of 1568, a John Cordell is named in the Cordell pedigree, 
as of Enfield, and his 8<>n. William Cordell, is therein dotcribid as of Fulham, master oook 
to Queen Elizabeth. 1U\a proUlily refers to another branch of the family, for among the 
accounts of the queen's new year's gifts presented to her, and given by her in return, 
there occurs a notice that « William Cordall, mai:iter cooke, gave to the Queene in }S one 
Marchpane ** ; and he received from her at the same time, •* in guilte plate, 7 ounces — 
di — k di—gr." Thii wa>j scveial years after Sir W illiam Cordell's death, for he died 1 58 1 . 
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said Maiestie's behalfe to treate of an accord with the Count de Bandon 
and the Bishop of Valence, Commissioners sent for that pmpose from 
the French Kinge and his wife Mary, Q"" of Scots. The 16tn of June 
the forenamed Commissioners came to Edenborough, and as Master 
Secretary and the others passed the English forts and campe, they 
were saluted with a gallant peale of harquebusiers/' 

In 1571 Camden records Sir William Cordell as member for 
Westminster. 

In 1578, as already related, he entertained Queen Elizabeth at 
Melford Hall. Himself a scholar, he was a patron of learned men, 
and he is supposed to have drawn up the statutes of St. John's Col- 
lege, Oxford, by the desire of the founder. Sir Thomas Whyte, who 
appointed him visitor thereof, and where his portrait by Cornelias de 
Zeem still exists. 

Through his aid, the first complete English county maps, by 
Christopher Sazton, were published in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
William Lambarde dedicated to him his ** Aroh^onomia,'* or system of 
Saxon laws, in 1568. Abraham Fleming also dedicated to him his 
translation of the '^ (General Doctrine of Earthquakes.*' The book 
called ''The Queene Marie's Panoplie of Epistles, or a looking glasse for 
the unlearned," and the reprint by B. jNewbcoie, in 1576, of ** The 
supplication at the coming of Kin^e Philippe into England,*' likewise 
bear dedications to '' Syr W Cordell, Ent., Maister of the Queenee 
Maiesties Bolles." He was one of the executors of the will of Cardinal 
Pole, with a bequest of £50 ; also an executor of the Earl of Dorset; 
and the Countess of Bath bequeathed to him a ring of the value of 
five marcs (£8. 6s. 8d.). 

In the accounts of the ^^ Oblata Bolls," of the new yew^s gifts, 
which it was the fashion of those days to rive to the sovereign, who 
generally gave some present in return, Su* William Cordell 8 name 
appears several times. Tlie first entry is in the rcip^n of Queen Mary, 
before the great lawyer became Master of the Ilolls. The gift of 
Maister Coraall, solicitor, in 155f, is described as *' two Poringen worth 
£7." And he receivc<I from Queen Mary, in return, '* a guilt cup vnih 
cover, weighing 18 outwes and three quarters.^* 

In 156J, " Newe y^ars ^pjte to the Quene hy S" W. CordaU^ UoMt of 
tlie RoUeSf in a whyte sattm jmrse, in Angells, £10. 

^^D* by the Qiiene to him, oone guilt Tanlcered^ 21 ounces.^* 

In 157f it docs not mention that he gave any present, but he 
received from the Queen ; " To Sir WiUiam Cordell , Knight, Maister of 
the Rolls, in guilt plate ; ' Bravdon,* per oz ; 20 oz : 3 7^ di.** Brandon, 
here named, appears to have been a court goldsmith, for there are 
entries in the Queen's accounts, *' Item, Bought of Robert Brandon 
and Hugh Reall, our Goldcsmitlies, &c." 

The last entry is of 157| : *^ To tlie Queenes Maiestie at limEighnes 
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.manor of Eichniond^hy Sir William Oordell, Master of the Bolles, in 
Golde, £: lO," " Gvoen by the Queene to Sir WiUiam OardelU M: of B : 
a guilt pot : * BeaU : ^ per oz : 20 00." 

Sir William Oordell married Mary, daughter of Richard Clopton, 
Esq., of Pore Hall (now Ford Hall farm), Melford, and of Castlyns, in 
Groton. Her picture is in the Cordell room at Melford Hall, a hand- 
some, dark-hau*ed lady, with a somewhat sad &ce; perhaps to be 
accounted for, when it is borne in mind that her two sons and two 
daughters all died as children, and that she and her husband, at the 
zenith of their fortunes, were left childless. The eldest son was buried 
at Melford 12th February, 1567.* She outlived her husband three 
years, and was buried by mm and her lost children, 18th March, 1584. 
Dj her will she bequeathed ^* to the making and setting up of the 
bridge near Melford, called Bodbridge, 4fO shillings/* The reason for 
this bequest appears to have been that the parish of Melford had been 

Sut to considerable recent expense concerning the bridge ; for they had 
isputed their right to repair, and a short time before we date of Lady 
Gordell's will, the parish officers had been proceeded against by indict* 
ment at the Assizes at Bury in 1579, and had been dereated. 

Sir William Gordell was buried at Melford in the chancel of the 
church, on the 19th Junc» 1581. His monument has been already 
described in the history of the church. His portrait, in die OordeU 
room at Melford Hall^ represents him with a somewhat plebeian 
countenance, but with a shrewd, thoughtful expression of face. He 
wears a fine ruff, and is dressed in black satm, dashed with red« 
He has bright red hair, moustache, and beard. (There is another 
curious portrait of him by Comdius de Zeem, at St. John's College^ 
Oxford.) 

By his win he largdy endowed with lands and tithes the Hospital 
of the Hi^ Trinity, which he had shortly before his death erectea on 
Melford Grreeafor the support of 12 poor brethren, a warden, and 
two sisters. As to the rest of his estates, he gayo a life interest to his 
wife, then to his sister Jane, widow of Bichara Allingtou, Esq., for her 
life, and then entaUed them on his brothers Francis anl Edward, and 
their heirs, with remainder to the heirs of his said sister, Jane Allington, 
and in default, eyentually to his cousin, Thomas Cordell, of London, 
son of Robert Cordell, " beer brewer,^ deceased, and bis heirs. (The 
portraits of both these last-named are in the (Jordell room at Mdfbrd 
Hall.) Francis died, s.])., 158C, before he had liyery of the estate, as 
also Edward in 1504 : ho was one of tiie Six Glcrksiu the andent Six 
Clerks' Office. Jane Allington died 4th January, 1602, leavine two 
daughters, co-heiresses, — Mary, wife of Sir John Savage, Knight, of 

* In thiB year Sir William Cordell sold his property of Smeeton Hall, near Balmer, 
Essex, to Mr. Richard Martyn, of Long Melford. 

2 u 
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Clifloh, Cheshire, and Cordelia, wife of Sir John Stanhope, Enight, 
and mother of Philip, first Earl of Chesterfield. 

Melford Hall passed to Sir John Savage in right of his wife Maiy. 

In the year 1613 King James I. granted, by letters patent, to their 
son. Sir Thomas Savage, and his wife Elizabeth (eldest daughter of the 
thiixl Lord Darcy, to whom he was married in 1602), 340 acres of park 
and warren aroimd Melford Hall, with the deer therein, and full rights 
of chase and warren. This patent is at Melford Hall. As the land in 
question already formed part of the estate, the object of this patent was 
apparently to constitute part of the new park as a r^^ular deer-park, 
in lieu of the old park of Elmsethe (now Old Park £urm), which had 
been recently disparked. As shown by the Manor map of 1618» this 
new park comprised not onlv the present park, but also all the Lodge 
farm, and the fields now called Great Ley, Ozley, Bam Pasture, and 
Ley Meadow, on High Street farm; the southern and eastern 
boundaries being the stream ; and it must then have been nearly 600 
acres in extent. It included a wood, since stubbed up, and now called 
Oreat and Little Coppice fields, on the Lodge farm. Part of this 
park was broken up, converted to tillage, and fields inclosed, and the 
Lfodge farm made early in last century, taking its name firom the old 
keeper's lodge, which stood there ; when also seven or eight small plots 
of land, belonging to various owners, and which ran into the pane on 
the western siae, were bought and added to it, and the present Hare- 
drift road was made for access to the new farm. The remainder of the 
park was then inclosed as a deer-park, of the siee which it now remains ; 
though there are no longer deer m it, the herd having been sold some 
years since by the late Sir Hyde Parker. 

Sir Thomas Savage was created Viscount Savage, of Bocksavage» 
fithNovember, 1626, taking his title firom his noble mansion and estate 
of Rocksavage, at Hurley, in Brozton hundred of the Yale Boyal of 
Cheshire. This stately fabric had been buillT by Sir Thomas's grand* 
father. Li 1617, Sir Thom;is Savage entertained James 1. there, and 
the King, after his repast, killed a buck in the neighijouring Halton 
Park.^ 

We learn fi-om Uowtirs published Correspondence, that William 
Xoye was, in his time, steward of Sir Thomas's manor of Mdfiird. At 
what period he commenced to serve in this capacity d<)e9 not appear; 
but he first comes on to tbo scene at Melford, acting as arbitrator 
between the owner of Keiitwell Hall and the rector of this parish, in a 
dispute as to some Kentwell titlies, on the 1st of June, 1G14. 

He must have continued as the steward of tliis manor till some 
years subsequent to Howell's \nsit in 1619, for his signature is attached 

* SeeEing*8 «aiisU>i7ofUie Vale RnjfJ of the O^natyPaktiue of Chester,* pibliali^ 
in 1656. 
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to several of the manor documents (now at Melford Hall), one of 
which, signed Wyll'^ Naye^ is dated 1622. 

Noye greatly owed Hs after-advancement in life to his patron, 
Lord Savage, and became a person of historiral celebritv as a profound 
lawyer, who, however, made an evil use of hia great talents ; and also 
as an author of many learned works. He was made Attomey-C^cral 
in 1631, and was foremost among those unwise cotmsellors who first 
suggested to Ejng Charles L the imposition of the obnoxious and 
illeral ship-money tax, which in a great measure hastened the outbreak 
of tiie rebellion. 

Worn out with drudgery and &tigue, Nove died at Tunbridge * 
Wells, in August, 1634, at ike age of 57, and was buried at New 
Brentford. History records that be was hated by the public, and not 
even regretted by any of those of his own paring ; except perhaps by 
those supporters of Mae advisers, the King and iurchbishop Laud. In 
Somers's Tracts, reign of Charles I., page 278, there is a curious 
supposed dialogue l^tween Lord Stranora, Charant and Noye, in 
Hades. 

James Howell, who, in hia quaint letters recorded Noye's oflSce 
here, among many other matters connected with Helford, and who 
subsequently became one of the dwks of the Privy Council, was, when 
ayoungman, engaged by Lord Savage to tnvd abroad in cha»e of his 
two sons. Howell accordiiv^ly lobra the fiunily party at Hel&rdy but 
the proposed arrangement ahcnlly afterwarda came to an end, Howell 
apparently having some acroples about takinc ohaifpe of young people 
who were Boman Catholics. Though Ladjr Savage and the chQdren 
were of this religion, it seems that Lord &Tagd did not profess the 
same ; and he had at that time a resid^it domestic chmlain, who was 
a Protestant, the office being held hy tiie Bev. John Eiciby, who after- 
wards became Rector of Shenfidd^ in Essex. 

Though Howell did not go on the contbental tour, he remained 
for some time domesticated at Hdford Hall; and whilo there he wrote 
the following interesting description c^ this hou8o and grounds, 
addressed to his friend, Mr. Danid (^dwdl, of SlicriflT, in Esses:— 



"May 20, 1619. 

*' To Dak. Caldavell, Esq., from the Lord Savage's house in Long 

Melford. 
V My deae Dan, — 

•* Though considering my former condition in life I may now 
bo called a countrvman, yet you cannot call me a rustic (as you imply 
in your letter) so long as I live in so dvill and noble a family^ so long 
as I lodge in so vertuous and regular a house as any I bdeeve in the 

2 u 2 
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land, both for odconomical govemment and for choice company : for I 
never saw yet such a dainty race of cliildren in all my life together : 
I never saw yet such an orderly and jpunctuall attendance of servants, 
nor a great house so neatly kept. Here one shall see nor dog nor 
cat, nor cage, to cause any nastmes within the body of the house. The 
kitchin and gutters and other offices of noise and drudgery are at the 
fag end : — There is a back gate for the beggars and meaner sort of 
swains to come in at. The stables butt upon the Park, which for a 
chearfull rising ground, for groves and browsing ground for the deer, 
and for rivulets of water may compare with any for its bigness, in the 
whole land. It is opposite to the fix)nt of the great house, whence 
fix)m the CTllery* one may see much of the game when they are a 
hunting. Now, for the gardening and costly choice flowers, for ponds, 
for stately large walks, green and gravelly, for orchards, and choice 
firuits of all sorts, there are few the like in England. There you have 
your Bon Christien Pear and Bergamott in per^ction — ^your Muscadell 
grapes in such plentie that there are some bottles of wine sent every 
year to the king ; and one Mr. Daniell, a worthy gentleman hard by,t 
who hath ben long abroad, makes good store m his vintage. Tralv 
this house of Long Melfoitl, tho' it be not so great, yet it is so wed 
compacted and contrived with such dainty conveniences every way, 
that if j^ott saw the landskip of it, you would be mightilv taken wiUi 
it, and it would serve for a choice pattern to build and contrive a 
house by. If you come this summer to your Manner of Sheriff in 
Essex, you will not be ta off hence, and if your occasions will permit^ 
it will be worth your coming hither. 



€i 



Yours, " Ja3IES Howbll.** 



A few vears later the handsome, well-ordered Hall, with its deep- 
stocked park, as described by Howell, tlie pretty green, and the qjuiefc 
village, wore a verv different aspect. The early arid better Puritan 
filling, which had fieen steadily ^mn^ and taking deep root since 
tlio days of EUzabeth, and which m its mvt great strugirlo for fireedom 
of eonscience had in the year following the date of Iloweirs letter, 
driven the brave little band of pilgrim fatliers in the sliip Maj/flawer^ 
across the broad Atlantic, became hardened in its onwaitl progress 
into a system of narrow-mindeil and egotistical inttilerance, wliich, on 
tlie breaking out of the great Rebellion, bore the evil and bitter fruit 
of fanatical fury and bigoted persecution; resulting often in such 
outrages on churches, religious symbols, property and persons, as 

* The bridge 8iiff>ended between the towers of the entranoe-conrt ; since taken down. 
t Of Acton. His family also held proj)erty at Balmer. Uis arms were, ArguAf 
four fuails in pale^ table. 
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those which the schismatic mob of over 8,000 of the 8cum of Colchostor 
and other neighbouring towns perpetrated at Melford. 

The chief sufferer here was Eh'zabeth Viscountess SavaffOi who 
became a widow 16th December, 1636, and who, after the death of hor 
father, Earl Rivers, in 1639, was created Countess Rivers for life, by 
patent of the 2Ist April, 1641. This lady was possessed of great 
property : the Rocksavage estates in the Vale Royal of Oheshirei the 
)riory and manor of St. Osyth, Lady Lumlev^s property around there, 
lengrave Hall, and Melford Hall estate, ohe was, lilte her fatheri a 
stanch Roman CathoUc, and at the outbreak of the rebellion sup- 
ported the Royalists with arms and money, thus becoming even yet 
more obnoxious to the party of the Parliament thim she would have 
been by her religion alone. The countess, in consequeuce, suffered 
very severely by the civil war, and her losses on her various estates 
perhaps exceeded those of any other person, not excepting even Lord 
Arundel of Wardour ; and her son John, Earl Rivers, was excepted by 
name out of the indemnity which the Parliament offered in Lord 
Essex's manifesto. The first step taken against her was the seizure 
of arms and equipment at Hengrave Hall, under an order of the House 
of Commons. 

In August, 1642, a mob of 2,000 Essex schismatici, oomposad of 
the scum of Cc^^eshall, Bocldng, Braintree, Halitadt and Ck>lcbeeteri 
headed by Captam John Laagleyf of the Colchester triiinbaii4 * grocer 
of that town, and Hemr mirrington, a brewer and aktermiiD of ib# 
same, sacked the house of Sir John Liicas» near Colchester^ oompleUly 
wrecked it, tortured bis servants, and even broke open ld$ family 
vault and violated the coffins of his ancestors. Their next pltmderinff 
expedition was to the Countess at Bivers's boose at 8t« Osytli, a rien 
prize. There they entered tlie bouse, pulled down, cut in pieces, and 
carried away the costly hangings, beds, couches, ehairi, ami the whole 
furniture of her hoose^ and n Mycd her of her plato and mm eys. Tbejr 
tore down the wainscoting, liroke the windows^ stritr^icil in the lead 
fr om the house, and did not K ave a door, or so roiicn s^ t)»i* bar €ft a 
Tiiiidow, behind ihem. The countess and ber ftmilT, fon wsmed Cff tb# 
intention of the mol>, esca)iC'd from BLOnih, urA retird to Kdferd 
Ilall. The fiite which ha«t Ufallen ber oiMr ^oudlj inan<iofi was but 
the prdnde d what was to liaij^en hen.^ lo a flay or ttco the Eesei 
mob I ursued ber to Melfor!, reinfofoed by further ralble on the wtf, 
till it numbered several thou.^nds. Tbo eoairtess» just warne^l in tffM^ 
barelr escaped with ber h'fe, for the riaydsaders swrirc that if th^ 
found her tb^ would try what Hesh sbo liad ; abaadotiin^ the Hau^ 

* Them ia'iwu(< are f^ktm fmm Jjhfd CUmmimfB ^ f firterj t4 ik0 t^^kOkm^ 
^Tie Hintorj ^ HenfiYxV ** Aagika Khim,'' IW *M«»esrkis fcwckm " d/ 1MS> mA 
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which in a few hours was completely disfumished of all the rich ^ods 
and furniture, which had been for many years with great curiosity 
collected. The whole house was, like St. Osyth, completely rifled, 
wrecked, and gutted, and the new deer-park, which Lord Savage had 
made, was utterly despoiled of all therein. The countess fled to Bury 
St. Edmund's ; but there the Soundheads shut the gates against her ; 
but at length she was suffered to lodge there that night, and next day, 
with a strong guard, she was conveyed out of the town, and making 
her way as privately as she could, she escaped to London. Her losses 
at both her houses were valued at a hundred thousand pounds at 
least, though some that knew the rich furniture that adorned both, 
affirmed it to be no less than a hundred and fifly thousand pounds. 
One of the plunderers of Melford Hall, whose name was Bowyer, was 
apprehended in London in the very act of selling some of these goods, 
and was committed to Newgate for the felony ; two of the countess's 
servants entering into recognizance to give evidence against him ; but 
on his petition to the House of Commons, he was oraered to be dis- 
charged without paying any fees, and public thanks were given to him 
for his zeal in the cause, and his prosecutors were fortunate in not 
being imprisoned in his place. One of these was probably Mr. Bare, 
the steward of Melford Hall.* 

In the ** Desiderata Curiosa '' is an account given by Mr. Wilson, 
the historian, then agent for the Earl of Warwick in connection with 
the plundering of MQlford Hall. He says : — 

'* The 20th August, 1642, the king having left the Pariiament 
and thereby a loose reine having been put into the mouth of the unruly 
multitude, many thousands swarmed to the pulling down [i.e. pillage! 
of Long Melford House, a gallant seat belonging to the Countess m 
Rivers, and to the endangeringe of her person : she being a recusant, 
tliey made that their pretence ; but spoile and plunder was their aim. 
Tliis fury was not only in tlu' rabble but in many of tho better sort^ 
so that no man could remaino in his house without fear, nor be abroad 
with safety. 

'*A gentleman came posting from the Countess of Bivcrs to crave 
tlie prote^on of my Lonl W'arwick, who was then at sea, being Lord 
llign Admiral for tho Parliament. Soe I was commanded to take 
some few men and a coach \\ ith six horses to fetoli Lady Rivers to 

* The names of levcral Bti^wards of Melford Hall are stated in oMeo doeQmentk 
T]ie last two in the Abbot's time were Swavne and Antonj. In 1570, '* Hony at the 
If all " was steward, and was sacct'etlei] by Mr. Thrower, who filled the office whQe the 
fAtato was in the handn of Lady Cordcli, Sir William's widow ; then lilr. John C^rj ; 
then the above-named Mr. Bare was steward to Ladj Hi vers till after 1G47, and was 
snccoe<led by Mr. llobiirt, who was also a churchwarden in the year 1CG2; lG71,ThQinaa 
Page; and between 1G8U iind ICDU, George Wymarke. 



HELFOBD HALL AND MAKOB. 835 

Leeze ;* which I hastened to do, not dreaming of any danger by the 
way, though I might haply meet some there, 

*' With difficulty I passed through the little villages of Essex ; and 
but they had some knowledge of me and the coach, I had not passed 
with safety. My design and pretence was to go for Bury; but to 
stay in some place near Long Melford, to find out where the Lady 
Rivers was. 

" When I came to Sudbmy in Suffolk, within three miles of Long 
Melford, not a man appeared till we were within the chain, — ^and then 
they began to run to their weapons, and before we could get to the 
Market-place, the streets swarmed with people. 

" I came out of the coach as soon as they took the horses by the 
heads, and desired that I might speak with the mayor, or some of the 
magistrates, to know the cause of this tumult, for we had offended 
nobody. The people cried out, This coach belongs to the Lady 
Rivers, and they are going to her. Indeed the gentleman who came 
along with me was known to some in the town. Some who pretended 
to be more wise and knowing than the rest, said that I was the Lord 
Rivers ; and they swarmed about me, and were so kind as to lay holde 
upon me. But I calmly entreated those many hundreds who encircled 
me, to hear me speak, which before they had not patience to do, the 
confusion and noise was so great. 

** I told them I was steward to the Earl of Warwick,! now in the 
Parliament's emplovment ; that I was going to Bury about business 
of his ; and that I had letters in my pockety if they would let any of 
the magistrates see them. 

** At last the mayor came crowding in with his officers, and I 
showed him my letters (which, indeed, 1 had received a little before 
from my lord, and, fearing the worst, I had thought the bringing of 
them might be an advantage to my passage). The Mayor's wisdom 
said he loiew not my lord's hand : it might be, and it might not; and 
away he went^ not knowing wliat to do with me, nor I to say to them. 

* Leen or Leese^ or, as dow spirit, Leigh's Priotj, was neven milt^s north from 
Chelmsford and four from Braintne. It was a noble seat, built by tie Lord Chancellor 
llich, soon after the dissolution of tlie rvligious housea. In tlie last c<diu)7 it became the 
property of Guy's Hoqiittil, aiid the Govemoni of that institution ]»ulkil down the old 
niausion and turned the greater piirt of the park into tillage^ and nothing now remains of 
tlie fine old building except tlie ma.«sive and handsome gatehouse^ 

t Tliis Earl of Warwick was the son of that Baron Bich who, iu 1C19, was created 
Earl (if Warwick. In the receipt-l>o<>k}i of the KxAequer there reiiiaiii!! the entry that 
he jiaid £8,000 for his title. Rich wits addicted to {niaqTt *x^d in 161 G he fitted out two 
pirate ships, which returned laden v iih Siianish treasure at a time wheu we were at peace 
mith Simin. His son, the Lord High Admiral of the Commonweiilth, who b here 
mentioned, followed his example; for in 1G18, in conjunction with a Genoese merdiant 
of Ix)ndon, he privately 8<*nt two piratical vessels to the East Indies, which attacked a 
rich junk belonging to our Indian allies, but (ailed in capturing it, owing to slii^is of the 
East-India Company coming just in time to the rescue. 
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But I found they had an itching desire after the coach horses (the 
town being to set out horses for the Parhament service) and there- 
fore thej were the willinger to believe nothing till Mr. Man, the 
town clerk (whose father was my lord's servant), saw me at a distance, 
and came crowding in to be assiu^, having once seen, me, as he 
said, at Leeze. He told the mayor and the people I was the Earl of 
Warwick's steward, and his assurance got some credit with them, and 
so the great cloud vanished. 

" But I could get no farther to succour the Lady Bivers. For I 
heard from all hands that there was so great a confusion at Melford, 
that no man who appeared like a gentleman but was made a prey to 
that ravenous crew. 

*'So my lady's gentleman, Mr. Man, and myself, took horse, 
leaving the coach at Sudbury, and went a bye-way to Sir Boberb 
Craned [Chilton], a little nearer Melford, to Usten after the Countess. 

" Sir Robert told us that she had in her own person escaped to 
Bury, and so was gone to London. But he was forced to retain a 
trainband in his house, though he was a Parliament man, to secure 
himself fit)m the fury of that rabble, who threatened him for being 
assistant to her escape. 

**My business oeing done, my lady's gentleman went towards 
London ; I back to the coach, and returned home 1'' 

With the sack and plunder of Melford Hall, the poor Countess of 
Rivers's troubles were not yet ended. Having lost an enormous amount 
bv the pillage of her houses, and believing her life to be still in danf^, 
she obtained a pass to go beyond seas ; but while she was preparing 
for her voyage, Mr. Martin, who was called the Roundhead Plunder- 
Master-General, seized her carriage-horses, in spite of a proteotion 
warrant granted by the House of Lords ; and tnough the Countess 
obtained from the Earl of Essex anothw warrant for their restoration, 
^Ir. Martin, to overbear all, ]^rocured an order fit)m the House of 
Commons to keep them ; and tlicse, besides all her other goods whidi 
liad been licensed to pass by the Lords, and had been allowed bv the 
Custom House, were, after all, seized, and she never recovered an^ 
of tbem. 

Plundered as Ladj Rivers had been on all sides, she had yefc 
c scaped hitherto some of the legal forfeitures attaching to recusancjJ 
Her case is mentioned in some ])apers in the British Museum relatii^ 
to sequestrated estates in Essex, as follows : — 

'' She is a Papist, and two parts of her estate by the ordinanoe 
ought to be sequestered. But she, pretending that, being indebted 
unto several persons in the sum of £l,bOO, about tlu-ee years since, for 
])ayment of that debt, assigned over all her lands in Essex unto the 
Ijord Lumley and Isaac Oreme, gent., for divers years, reserviniir 
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only £800 per annum for maintenance. Upon these pretences she had 
gotten an order from the Committee of Lords and Commons to dis- 
charge her estate in land, and all wood-sales from sequestration," 

But the order did not avail her long, for in spite of all her 
calamities, the commissioners for sequestrating the estates of Soman 
Catholics finally obliged her to compound for her lands at 
£16,979. 9s. lOd. Her affairs then became irretrievably embarrassed, 
and she sold a large part of her Essex estates ; and though still the 
nominal owner of great possessions, so impoverished had she become, 
that \n the early part of 1650 she was arrested for debt, and though 
pleading her privilege as a peeress, she was imprisoned. The misfor- 
tunes of the old countess were now, however, drawing to a close, for 
she died on the 9th of March, 1650. 

Her son John, Earl Bivers, was also shortly before his death a 
prisoner for debt in the Upper Bench prison in Southwark. He died 
in 1654. 

In consequence of all these family troubles, the Melford Hall 
estates, which had been previously mortgaged to Sir John Cordell, 
Knight, a merchant of London, were obliged to be sold. By a deed 
of sale of the 12th May, 1649, between John, Earl Rivers, and Eliza- 
beth, Countess Bivers, his mother, and Mr. Robert Cordell, the then 
mortgagee, who was created a baronet in 1660, it appeared that the 
Rivers's owed him £20,488. 12b. ; and for this sum and an additional 
amount of £8,511. Ss. paid by Robert Cordell to them, thev conveyed 
to him the estate, with all appurtenant rights, and the advowson of 
Melford Church, and the right of the nomination of the warden and 
brethren of the Hospital of the Holy Trinity. In addition to this 
purchase-money of £29,000, there was an annuity charged on the 
estate to a ** Mary Savage " of £100 a year. This contmued to be 
paid^ to midsummer, 1690. 

Another deed to the same effect, and also one of the original 
mortgage-deeds, were afterwards lost in the great fire of London in 
1G('»C. This said mortgage-deed was dated 27th November, 1641, 
between John, Earl Rivers; Richard, Viscount Lumley; Thomas, 
Loid Brudendl ; Gilbert Gerard, and others ; and Jolin CordeU, 
alderman of London, and Sobert Cordell, and comprised Melford 
Hall, the park, manor, and all the various lands and the advowson 
of the clmrch, &c., for the sum of £15,000. 

Sir Robert Cordell's grandson, Sir John, was killed by a fall from 
his horse, when the male line and the baronetcy became extinct. 

Some of the wills of members of this family are quauit, and may 
be briefly noticed here as carrying out the family history. 

The will of Sir Robert Cordell, of Melford, the first baronet (created 
in ICGO), is dated 18th December, 1C79. He Icfl to his eldest son and 

2 X 
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heir, John, half of all his household stuff, plate excepted ; all the deer 
in Melford Park, and the great sapphire jewel. To his OTandson John 
(who was the last baronet of his race), son of the above John, his great 
silver basin and ewer. To his wife, Dame Margaret, hiilf of his house- 
hold stuff: all other plate and jewels to be divided afterwards between 
his younger children. To his sons Edmund, Charles, and Chester, 
certain sums owin^ to him, and a house in Moorfields, London. To 
his second son, Robert, certain property in Yorlshire. And he desired 
to be buried privately in St. Lawrence's Church, London. 

Sir Robert's third daughter, Margaret, married John Bamardis- 
ton, Esq. Her marriage portion was £2,000. 

The will of Sir John Cordell, the second baronet, is dated 26t]i 
August, 1690, immediately before his death, for he was buried a 
fortnight afterwards in Melford chancel, 9th September, 1690. He 
appointed Dame Elizabeth, his wife, sole executrix, provided for her, 
and bequeathed to his two daughters, Elizabeth and Margaret (who 
eventually became, after the death of their brother, co-heiresses of the 
estate), £1,600 each ; and until paid, £50 a year each for their main, 
tenance. To his only son John Cordell his estates, and all his house* 
hold stuff, tables, stools, forms, carpets, hanginn, linen, woollen, 
pewter, brass, plate and jewels, in or oeloneing td melford Hall, save 
and except only that his wife, Dame Elizabew (she was a Waldegrave), 
was to have all the jewels she brought upon her marriage, one bed, 
and all belonging thereto, and one suit or damask linen, a coach and 
coach-horses ; and to continue to live at Melford Hall till their son 
was of age or married. He gave to his old servant George Mimarde 
(or Wymarke), and his heirs, two small cottages in Bull Lane, Melfordt 
upon the side of the inn called ** the Bull *^\ and £5 a year for his 
life. To Mary French, his wife's maid, £5 to buy mouniing. 

Lady Cordell's accounts as executrix exist at ^[oltbrd Hall, and 
form a parchment roll nine Icct long. A few details from them may 
bo amusing. Sir John a])] tears to have been somewhat hampered fw 
money, for, besides owing to many persons, for cash lent to him, £1,7679 
his debts show various arrears of wages due to his servants, nineteen 
in number being inserted by name, some of whom had for many years 
only been paid small sums on account; such as William Cooper^ his 
butler, to whom was due Of years' wages at £12 a year, and ISs. 
a year for washing ; to Thom^is Baker, tlie cook, nine years' wages, 
at £6 a year; to Mary French, Lady Cordell's maid, 9 J years* 
wages, at £6 a year. Among tradesmen there was owing to 
grocers, £212. 18s. 7d.; mercers, £43. 14s. lOd. ; tailors (among 
whom was one of the Dansies of Lavenham, long established there 
as clothiers), £81. 9s. lOd. ; physician, £7. 5s« lid.; apothecary, 
£28. 6s. ; for a ])eruke, £2. 16s., and for another one, £1. 58. The 
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ladies seem to have dealt with a good many milliners, whose bills 
amounted to £118, lis. 8d, Among them is noticeable the name of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Bisbie, of Melford, for miUiners* wares. She was the 
wife of Dr, Bisbie, who had been deprived of the living for refusing 
the oath of allegiance to William III. The wine appears to have 
circulated freely at the Hall, for there was owing to various vintners 
£585. 7s. 3d. Among these vintners or wine-merchants are the 
nam^s of two of the Dansies of Lavenham ; and to Francis Drew, of 
the Bull Inn, Melford, was owing for wine, £90. 9s. 2d. There is one 
sporting item : to making a setting spaniel by Ralph Adams, £3. 4s. 6d. 
Under the head of education of the family, there appears due to 
Mr. Jonathan Moor, writing-master (he was the master of Melford 
free school), £1 . 2s. ; and to Mr. Estland, a dancing-master, fcr teaching 
the children to daunce^ £2. 8s. Sir John's funeral and mourning cost 
the large amount of £225. lis. 9d. : he was buried in Melford Church. 
The adjoining county has always been noted for its breed of Essex calves^ 
but it would seem that it was equally famous at that time for its donkeys, 
for there is a debt due of the large sum to Esquire Pett, of Sampford, 
for an ass, £7. A debt of monev borrowed is recorded as due by Sir 
John to the Oovemor and Brethren of the Hospital of the Holy and 
Undivided Trinity in Melford, secured by a Jewel left there in pledge, 
£100. 

The total sum of Sir John's debts amounted to £8,433. lis. 6d., 
and it must be remembered that this represented a far larger amount 
of the present value. 

The will of Mr. Thomas Gordell, merchant, of London, is dated 
30th December, 1674. He was third son of the first baronet, was 
bom at Melford and baptized there, 2nd of December, 1650 ; he made 
his will before leaving England, as ** being designed to go beyond 
seas.'' He died at Zanto in 1686, aged thirty-six ; appoints his 
mother, the Lady Margaret Cordell (wiaow)^ and ^[r. Hugh Norden, 
citizen of London, his executors. He leaves to his mother £20 a year 
for life ; to each of his brothers, Bobert, Charles, and Edmund, 
£250; to his youngest brother, Mr. Chester Cordell, he leaves 
twelve tenements in ^filk Street^ Lad Lane, and Cateaton Street, 
London, valued at £1,700. To his sister, Margaret Cordell, who 
married John Bamardiston, Esq., £250. To his brother-in-law, Sir 
William Spring, and his wife, £10 each for mourning, and to their two 
sons £50 each ; and legacies for mourning to his eldest brother, Sir 
John, and his wife, and others. To the poor of Melford, £10. 

Then he proceeds to give an account of where his goods will be 
found. Apparently his business was in the mercery line. Gbods in 
Leghorn, value £550. In Zanto, 850 pair of silk stockings sold ; 
cost £340; profit made thereon, £210; total, £550. In Venice, 

2x2 
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goods that cost £200. Ditto, 206 pairs of sOk stockiiigs, cost £100 ; 
estimated profit to be made on these goods, £200. 

Among his debts, which were to be paid, was one to Mr. Nicholas 
Dansie, of Lavenham, of £12. Concerning whom has been already 
mentioned the curious fact, that a copper tradesman's token of his, 
with the inscription ** Nicholas Dansie, woolcomber, of Lavenham," 
coined in 1667, m perfect preservation, was found under the floor of 
the old Melford Hall pews in 1858. 

Thomas Cordell's will was proved in London, 20th September, 
1686. 

Will of Mr. Chester Cordell, merchant of Zante, youngest son of 
the first baronet. He was bom at Melford, 1662 ; baptized there 
8th June, 1662 ; made his will 26th February, 168f , and died unmar- 
ried at Zante, 1691, a^ed twenty-nine. He desires to be buried at 
St. John's, the English Durial-place of Zante, near his brother Thomas's 
tomb (who died there 1686). He gives his property in London, which 
was bequeathed to him by his brother Thomas, to his eldest brother. 
Sir John Cordell, Bart., and 1,000 dollars between Sir John's two 
daughters, Elizabeth and Marj^ret; 500 dollars between the three 
children of his brother-in-law, Sur WiUiam Spring, deceased ; fiO dollars 
for the repair of the English burial-place of St. John's, Zante; 
50 dollars to the Hospital at Santa Maria ; 50 dollars towards the 
building of the churcn of the Madonna di Santi Angeli. Several 
legacies to friends in Zante, and to one, besides money, three small 
bars of gold; to another, besides money, 12 silver forks and 12 
silver spoons ; 500 dollars for the redemption from eaptivUy of the 
young Turk named *' Mahomet ; " 200 dollars towards the reparation of 
the English gardens at Argals. To the poor of his neighbourhood at 
Zante, 40 dollars. Various mourning rinjzs, and to one executor a 
diamond ring. To his brother, Sir John Cordell, a mare and a oolt 
(probably Barbs or Arabs), and the colt's furnitui^e, n Turkish em- 
broidered saddle, two Turkish bridles plated with silver and nlt» a 
s;vddle-cloth of silver and <^old; a head-stall plated with silver g^t; a 
mat^ of silver gilt, and a waistbelt of silver gilt. I'his will was c^- 
cially verified in Zante, 4th May, 1691, bv the consul and four other 
persons. Proved in London 24th November, 1691. 

Will of Damo Elizabeth Cordell, daughter of Thomas Walde- 
grave, Esq., of Smalbrid^^e, Bures, and widow of Sir John Cordell, the 
second baronet, dated 2iid March, 1692. She was buried in the chancd 
of lilelford Church, 26tli March, 1709. She directs that her body shall 
bo buried in a Icaclen col&n in the vault in ^Iclford chancely near to 
the body of her late husband. She recites hor husband's will, and 
that the sum of £2,000 has been paid to her daughter Ehzabeth, wife 
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of Thomas King, Esq., and provides for her daughter, Margaret 
Cordell, a similar portion. §he bequeaths to her son, Sir John Cordell, 
the third baronet, the great jewel of sapphire^ which her husband, who 
received it from his fatiier, had left to her. Also her plate, linen, and 
other goods at Melford Hall, her gold medal, her seals, and the 
pictures she had bought since her husband died; excepting the 
portraits of her two daughters, which she gives to them respectively. 
She also leaves to her eldest son her best colt and her wedding ring. 
To her son-in-law, Thomas King, her double "Lowidore," her 
scrutore (escritoire), her silver fiUigrim sword, and case, and her 
second best colt. To her eldest daughter, Elizabeth, a diamond brooch, 
her father's picture set in gold, and the bed and furniture of the 
room she now occupies, and half her books. To her younger daughter, 
Margaret Cordell, her diamond earrings, watch, her mother's (Lady 
Waldegrave's) picture, the bed and all things belonging thereto, which 
she brought when she married Sir John Corddl; her olive-wood 
chest of drawers, the furniture in her closet, her coach, horses, silver 
teapot, silver spout-pot, six sOver salts, and half of her books ; — any 
gold not disposed of, to be divided equallv between her daughters. 
Several small legacies. To the poor of Melford £3, to be given at the 
church the Sunday after her interment. 

In this will occurs the first mention of a legacy of books in this 
family, — and this lady's children were, like most gentlefolk of that 
period, veiT illiterate: the two daughters both wrote and spelled 
most wretchedly. These ladies, aft»r the death of their only brother, 
Sir John Cordell, the third baronet, without issue, became co-heiresses. 
Sir John, who sat in Parliament for the borough of Sudbury, was 
killed two years and a half after his marriage (with Eleanora, daughter 
of Joseph Maskin Stiles, merchant, t)fLondon\ by a fall from his horse, 
and was buried at Melford 12th May, 1704, in the 27th year of his 
age. His eldest sister, Klizabeth, married, at about 17 years of age, 
Mr. Thomas King, of Tluirlow, to whom his moth<T-iu-law had left 
tlie legacy of a Filv( r liligroe-mounted sword, — a gift of ill omen to 
one who fell by tlie sword; for he was killed in a duel by Sir 
Sewster Poj-ton, of Peyton Hall, Boxford, in 1608, leaving an only 
son, who died immaiTied. The other sister, Margaret, who survived 
her, inherited under her %\'ill, and became the sole owner of the Melford 
Hall estate. She remained single till she was about 34 years old, 
when Mr. (afterwards Sir) Charles Firebrace (eldest son of Sir Basil 
Firebrace, Knight nn<l Baronet), ^ho appears to have been a fast 
gentleman, and a good deal in debt, marned the great heiress, who 
only survived her marriage about two years. The Earl of Scarsdale, 
Sir Samuel Baniardiston, and Mr. Baynes, of Acton, were left trustees 
of their only son, Sii- Cordell Firebrace, who succeeded his father in 
1727, and who was born 20th February, 17^5 at lodgmgs in King 
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Street. Bloomsbury. His godfathers were the Duke of Beaufort and 
the Earl of Denbigh, and his godmother Lady Gkge. He married 
Bridget, daughter of Philip Bacon, Esq., and widow of Mr. Eure, of 
Ipswich. They were married by special license, 25th October, 1737, 
in a room in the house of Severn, an upholsterer, in Jermyn Street, 
London, between the hours of six and seven in the evening.* Sir 
Cordell Firebrace dying in 1759, without issue, the estate soon after 
passed from his family. His widow married Mr. Campbell, of Lyston 
Hall, Essex. 

A tradition has long attached to Melford Hall that at one time 
during the Rebellion, a company of Parliamentarian soldiers were 
quartered in what is called the ** Long Gallery '* of this house. This 
gallery, which still remains, is 135 feet long. Probably this so termed 
company of soldiers was in reality only a portion of the Colchester 
trainband commanded by Captain John Lan^ley ; and that this force 
was quartered at the Hall, and held possession of it until it had been 
finally stripped by them and their companions, and the rebel mob in 
Lady Rivers's time. 

The traditional ghost which is said to haunt this house, has not 
reappeared for many years past, and the accounts of her former visits 
are very vague and conflicting. The ghost has generally been called 
'* Lady Firebrace ;" but as she is always described as an old woman, 
she could not have been Margaret, the wife of Sir Charles Firebrace, 
for that lady was only about 86 years old when she died. The only 
other Lady Firebrace of Melford Hall was Bridget, the wife of Sir 
Cordell Firebrace, who survived him, and married Mr. Campbell, of 
Lyston Hall, as her third husband. She lived to a good old age, and 
her life appears to have been quietf respectable, and uneventfiu; and 
as she only died towards the close of last century, her identity must be 
rejected as being much too modem and uninteresting a ghost. If a 
ghostly visitor does really sometimes walk the house, it is more satis- 
factory to presume the ^hade to be that of the old Countess of 
Rivers, who, while in this world, saw much trouble, danger, and sorrow 
at Melford Hall. Anyhow tliis shadowy supposition is a more romantic 
one; And the era at \\Iiich that lady lived, and the history which 
attaches to her, would make her, as ghosts go, a fairly respectable 
apparition. 

So down to the present day more than three centuries liave rolled 
over the "new house," with which Sir William Conlcll replaced the 
old Hall, toning its once red and florid colour with venerable grey, but 
dealing lightly ^vith the massive structure. Many strange scenes have 
been enacted in and around it, and it seems curious to picture to our- 

* Tlie ceilificate of marriage was vigned bj the He v. Richard Warren, D.D., Rector 
of Cavendiali. 
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selves how many various comers and goers, long passed away, have 
looked just as we do, at its picturesque features ; or may, like us, 
have strolled about the surrounding ground, over which in olden time 
abbots and monks, knights and ladies, courtiers and royalty, have in 
their day walked or ridden, hunted and hawked. 

After the long lapse of years since the maiden queen was enter- 
tained here, this century has again brought royal personages under the 
old roof. In its earlier part the Duke of York was a guest here ; and 
of later years the visits of the Prince and Princess of Wales in 1865, 
and of Prince Alfred, the Duke of Edinburgh, in the following year, 
have added yet further links to its long chain of historical interest. 
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CHAPTER XL 

>/l^ A'M^ MBLPODD IIALL AND MANOB ( e on^ W WxQ* "^ 

!^U^^ npHE general history of Melford is so identified with the church 
"^ JL and the manor, and so many details connected with it have been 

already adverted to under those heads, that but little further remains 
to be told. 

First, as to another old and distinguished fieunily now passed away 
from here, but many of whose monuments remain in the church. The 
Martyns were very early residents in Melford ; but whether at their 
first coming they lived where Melford Place now stands, does not 
clearly appear. The first of the family who is said to have settled 
at Melford was Richard Martyn, in the reign of King Richard II. 
(1377—1399), and who died 1438. He was succeeded by his son 
Lawrence, who died in 1460, and was buried at Melford, and relative 
to whom there is in the Abbots' Parchment Reffifirter a description of 
certain copyhold lands here, held by him from ia)bot William CurteySf 
which formerly belonged to William Newman, and subsequently to 
Walter de Melford, his son, the copy of whose grant in Abbot Henry^s 
chartulary runs thus, with this heading, viz. : — 

• 

Chabta Abbatis de Bubt, qua concessit xv Acras Terrsd, jaoentes in 
villa de Melford, p: redd 6** 8'* annuatim solveiid: aulas de 
Melford, quas nunc occupat Laurencius Martyn. 

{T}ranslation.) 

A.D. 1234—1248. 

Enow all men, &c. &c., that we Henry, D. G. Lord Abbot of 
St. Edmund's, and the convent of the same, have conceded to Walter 
de Melford, to hold by his homage and senace, that grant which Hudi 
\pf NaHhwoId], fonneily Abbot of St Edmund's [1213—1228], made 
to William le Newman, father of the said Walter de Melford, of those 
acres of land in Melford, which Amfreda, the aunt of the saidWiDiam, 
held after his death, to have and to hold to the said Walter, by a pay- 
ment of 6s. 8d. annually to our Court of Melford, at four perioas of 
the year ; viz., at Easter *20d., at the Feast of St. Jolm the Baptist 20d., 
at the Feast of St. l^Iichael 20d., and at the Feast of St. Andrew 
20d., in lieu of all customary services, except the general aid to us, 
and any other customs wluch the freemen owe in the said town, 
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according to the charter which the said William had by the gift of the 
said Hugh the Abbot, and which he bequeathed to the said Walter, 
his son. 

Witnesses hereto : 

Sir Henry de Hastyno.* 
Master BoBEBT de Shabdelowe. 
Adah de Phalesham. 
Thomas at the Pond. 
Gilbebt de Fobnhah. 
Walteb de Bbadefeld. 
Thomas de Whepstbd, 
Galfbidus de Melfobd. 
Bbl^n the Forester. 
Andbew the Gatekeeper. 
Stephen de Fbeuse, Clerk. 
And others. 

This Laurence Martyn and his successors were great benefactors 
towards the rebuilding of Melford Church, as alreMy noticed, and 
many of them are buried in the Martyn chancel. To one of them, 
Roger Martyn, who was bom in 1526, and lived to the great age of 
89, we owe the interesting account of the pre-Beformation church, 
its ceremonies, vestments, and furniture, all of which have been 
described in the history of the church. He was a stanch Boman 
Catholic, and eminently distinguished for piety and generosity. It is 
recorded of him that at one period, when there was a somewhat bitter 

Sersecution of the Catholics, he was obliged for a while to hide himself 
uring the daytime under a hav-rick ; but all his neighbours of Melford 
did everything in their power for his security and protection. He was 
a person of great learning and strict integrity, ana Queen Mary offered 
to make him a Secretary of State ; but in declining this honour his 
answer to her Majesty was that he felt entirely content and satisfied 
with the station be enjoyed in private life, and the sufficiency Gk>d had 
bestowed upon him. lie died in 1615, without any appearance of 
pain, taking an affectionate last farewell of his famfly and friends 
whilst at dinner. lie was a proclaimed recusant ; but, probably owing 
to the respect in which he and his family were held here by all classes, 
he did not suffer as many mortifications and annoyances as commonly 
fell to the lot of tlioso who were under the ban of recusancy. Till 
towards the close of the reign of James L, the laws against recusants 

* In A.1X 1 200, the famil j of this baron held of the Abbey of St Edmund Sto knights' 
fees ; tIz., three in Lidgate, Blunham, and Harliiig ; and two in Tibenham and Gissing. 
They bad also large estates iii Essex and Norfolk. 8ir Henry, who was one of the great 
nobles, died about the year 1250, and was tlie ancestor of the Barous Hastings, Earls of 
Pembroke. 

2 T 
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were not only in themselves very severe, but they were also constantly 
strained and abused through private malice. It was by law exacted 
that a recusant was not to go more than five miles firom his dwelling* 
place, and two-thirds of his property was under forfeiture to the Crown, 
and he could not legally bequeath his lands ; and where the penalty of 
the law had not b^n demanded or fully enforced, he was yet at the 
mercy of a host of informers, often his own neighbours, who were . 
able to extort money fi*om him b^ threats of further persecution. 
If a bribe was refused, the^ took his plate or any other valuables, or 
^oods with impunity, Imowmg that he could not venture to complain 
for fear of further spoliation.* 

In a list of recusants belonging to Melford in 1595, the following 
names are included : 

" Bo^er Martyn, Esq : and Avys (?) his wyffe. 

*^ Richard Maotyn, Uent : and Alice his wyffe, sudjoners with the 
saide Roger. 

** Matthew, a reteyner to the saide Martyn. 

** Elizabeth Elnapton, single woman, his servante. 

'* Clemens Payne, single woman, his servante. 

** Peter Pattison, a reteyner ; a vagrant. 

** Richard Howe, yeoman, servante to Mr. Martyn, woorth three 
or fewer skore pounds in goodes ; a sudjoner at Stanstead.*' 

There are also named as recusants in the adjoining parish of 
Acton in 1595 : 

'' John Danyell, Esq : and Margaret his wyffe. 
** Henrye Danyell, Gent : and Margaret his wyffe. 
" Also two reteyners with their wyiffes." 

Many of the Martyns were connected with the cloth trade, which 
appears to have been considerable and prosperous in Melford in the 
15th and 16th centuries ; and which probably dates here from the 
time of Edward III. 

Until after the Reformation this family in a measure maintained 
a chapel, dedicated to St. James the Apostle, on Chapel Green, which 
was also called the Old Market, opposite their mansion of Melford 
Place. In the histories of Essex it is stated that the last-mentioned 
Boger Alartyn is Ix^heved to have built the chapel dedicated to 
St. James, which was attached to the family maiu<wn on Chapel Oreen. 
There appears to be a confusion here between the old pre-Reformation 
chapel and the cba|)el subsequently built attached to the houae. 
Among the early mentions of the original St. James's Chapel, are 
bequests in wills thereto; as in 1464 by Boger Carter; in 1479 by 

* Prooeedings of the House of Commoiui, 1C20-1 ; Sututes of 28 k95 Elinbeth, 
and 1^3 of James L 
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Richard Brightewe, in 1635 by Willam Norman, and in 1538 by James 
Hewer, Mr. Martyn's priest, who mentions in his will not only St. 
James's Chapel but also certain furniture therein. As Mr. Roger 
Martyn was not bom till 1526, it is quite clear that these four bequests 
relate to a chapel which was built long before his time. In like 
manner, some of the Martyn wills also refer to the older chapel ; 
for Richard Martyn, in June, 1500, makes a bequest to St. James's 
Chapel; and Roger Martyn, Bencher of Lincoln's Inn, who died 
1542, by his will, dated April, 1535, left bequests for masses in 
St. James's Chapel ; also a third part of the reversion of estates to 
the same ; and this will contains tlus further curious legacy : ** Item : - 
I bequeth to -the heremytt now lying and being at Saynt Jamys 
Chapell, in Melford, an Aungell noble of Gk>ld, for to bye hym 
therwyth a cote, and so to have every yere tene yeres immedyatly 
after my deth." Roger Martyn, the firet of the two recorded *^ recu- 
sants," mentions certain church furniture, which at the time of the 
Reformation had been removed from St. James's Chapel and brought 
into his house ; and in the Manor map of 1580, St. James's Chapel is 
shown as still existing, and being on the Green nearly opposite 
Melford Place. It seems therefore probable that after the Reformation 
the old chapel was disused and allowed to fiedl into decay ; and the 
Martyn family (who continued to be Roman Catholics for two cen- 
turies afterwards) then erected, as part of their residence, a private 
chapel, which, like the old one, was dedicated to St. James the Apostle. 

litter on, in 1567, Sir Roger Martyn, Knight, a mercer by trade, 
was Lord Mayor of London. He died 20th of December, 1678, and 
was buried in St. Antholin's Church, London. 

This family was very consistent in its attachment to the Roman 
Catholic religion, and Sir Roger Martyn, knighted in 1626, who was 
the grandson of old Roger the recusant, was a recusant also ; of whom 
it is recorded that by letters patent of King Charles I., dated 8rd 
Januaiy, 1627, the statutes against recusancy were in his case in a 
measure relai^ed. }lc was a Cavalier, and sutfcred so mudi in the 
rebellion, that he afterwards petitioned both houses of Parliament 
for redress, setting forth in his petition that ho and his ancestors had 
lived quietly amon<,^ their neighbours in Melford for about 800 years. 
He died 1C57, aged 71. His grandson. Sir Roger Martyn, of Melford, 
was created a baronet on the 28th March, 1C67, at the ^e of 28, 
and he died 8th July, 1712, a^^ 78. His daughter, Tamworth 
Martyn, married Thomas Rookwood, of Coldham Hall. She was the 
niece of that Lady Monson on whose portrait over the hall chimney- 
piece at Coldham are the hues from Hudibras, commencing, 

Did uot a oerUin hidy whip 

Of late her hoBband'B own lordship^ iic 

2y 2 
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Sir Roger Martvii, the first baronet, who was buried here, pur- 
chased an annuity of 260 French livres for ever, issuing out of the Bank 
of Paris, and by deed dated 21st March, 1709, directed the same to be 
paid to some priest of the Roman Catholic Church, for him to distribute 
one-third part ther^f among such poor Roman Catholics as may live 
in or near the parish of Melford, and the remainder to the support of 
the said priest, on condition that he reside in or near to Melford, and 
never £ail to remember in the oblations of holy mass the dead and the 
living of the donor's family, saying before or after mass the De pro^ 
fundiSf with the proper absolve for their souls, mentioning the last of 
the deceased, and shall make a more especial memory upon the obiit 
days respectively of himself, his ancestors, his lady, -cnildren, and 
descendants who shall be heirs of his estate, and Koman Catholics, 
according to a schedule annexed; but the whole number of soula 
whose obiits are to be commemorated are never at any time to exceed 
twenty-four, but the first eleven in the list, and the eight then living 
to be continued in perpetuity. The priest was to be appointed by the 
Provincial of the Enghsh Dominicans for the time being. 

Four more baronets succeeded Sir Roger. The fourth baronet 
of the name, Sir Mordaunt Martyn, who died in 1815, sold the 
Melford Place estate, and with his son, Sir Roger, the baronetcy became 
extinct ; and after a tenure of 400 years, the Martyns of '* tlie Place *' 
ceased to reside at Melford. 

The old house, which was a timber-and-plaster erection, was 

Eulled down about seventy years ago, when the present house was 
uilt a little in advance of the site of the old one. The chapel stilly 
however, remains, but about ten feet have been taken off its length, 
and its exterior has been modernized to correspond with the new 
house. In the inside this chapel has been divided in its height to 
make a bedroom above the ground-floor, but the original waggon-roof, 
and the panelled ceiling, with cornice and beams carved with rich 
and bold foliage, remain still perfect, with the bri^^lit i)aint of various 
colours upon them. 

Houses of the ICth and 17th century still exist in Melford, but 
almost eveiyyear decreases their number. Built of timber and wattle, 
the hand of time is heavy upon them ; and as they decay they are 
pulled down to give ])lace, alas, generally to the un picturesque brick 
tea-caddy-shaped cottage-house of the present practical century. 

Among old timber liouses is that now called *' Bi-ook House,". 
but of which the original name was 'Hhe Hart,'* and which was 
formerly wattled, but is now brickno^ed between the timbers. The 
(late on the porch, of 1610, is not ttmt of the house itself, which is 
probably of older construction, unless it was rebuilt in the early part 
of the 17tli century on the site of the older house. It is first men- 
tioned as the Ilart in the M;mor map of 1618; but in 1675 one 
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William Dash lived either in this house or in the former one on the 
same spot, and he held the Hall Mill and meadow adjoining, and 
B nine J Moors, and he owned some meadow land of his own, and in 
the above year he paid tithe to the rector for twelve beasts, 48. In 
1681, one Fosset succeeded him. 

In the drawing-room ceiling are large moulded girders and a finely 
carved diagonal dragon-beam. 

The Bull Inn is among the oldest of the houses in the street. In 
the Manor map of 1580 it is shown as bearing the sign of the bull 
at that time ; and though its exterior has been modernized, its carved 
and moulded girders, joists, and other portions of its ancient interior 
construction, remain well preserved. 

With the exception of the time of the Rebellion, the names of its 
landlords in the 17th century are all recorded. In the year 1613 it 
was kept by William Drew; in 1660, Robert Barker held it; in 1667, 
Thomas Firmin; 1668, James Mimnings; 1669, Thomas Dansv; 
and in 1672, one of the Drew family again, viz. Francis Drew, who 
held it till near the close of the century. In 1648, a troubled and 
unsettled time, its old hall-floor was stained with the blood of a 
murdered man. Few details of the event are handed down to us ; but 
in the month of July in that vear, a substantial yeoman of this place, 
a member of a family who had for a long time held considerable 
property in Melford (part of Windmill farm and Chesawick among the 
rest), by name Richara Evered, was miu^ered in the hall of the Bull 
Inn by a man named Roger Greene, who there stabbed him. The 
cause of the crime does not appear, but the verdict returned against 
Greene was wilful murder. Evered was buried within Melford Church, 
the 26th July, 1648. 

Besides the Bull, there were the following inns in Melford in the 
seventeenth century. In thd year 1678 there were, in Hall Street, 
the White Eorse^ kept by James Munnings, who had previously held 
the Bull; the Wliile Had, kept by John Hempstead; the Fox, by 
Peter Salter; and tho Ikll, by William Corker. On the Green there 
were the BlaeJc Lion, kept by Thomas Windlo ; the Angela by widow 
Rebecca Gilson ; and the Eight Ringers^ kept by William Turner. This 
latter house had then recently changed its name, for in 1666 it was 
called the Great Oak Inn, with the same landlord. The present 
Falkland House, on the Green, appears to have been also once an inn, 
for in 1750 it is mentioned as ^'tormerly the White Lion, and at one 
time the Eight Bells." 

Many of the old tiniber-and-plaster houses), with their over- 
sailing upper stories, are picturesque specimens of timber architecture, 
now rapidly disappearing. It seems natural to conclude that ** Clay- 
jritsPond'* on the Green, an evidently artificial excavation, formerly 
supplied the clay for the old wattle-and-daub houses of this place ; 
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and the name of this pond is mentioned in documents 500 years ago, 
and has remained unaltered to the present time. 

As to the pretty village green, how many varied scenes have been 
enacted on it. We may dreamily fancy the olden weekly market from 
the far-back days of King John, clustered round the yet remaning base 
of the stone market-cross, as still so often seen in foreign towns ; and 
also the ancient yearly fair existing from the same remote period, and 
continuing for more thaoi 670 years down to the present day, gathering 
into it in bygone times, in the changing costumes of successive 
centuries, those buyers and sellers from the neighbourhood around, 
who flocked to this mart to dispose of their produce, or to lay in their 
annual stock of household wares, clothing, and salt food, we staple 
winter diet of the greater part of the community. We read of the 
yearly perambulations and processions ; of feastings on the Green ; 
and of the great gatherings tor the church ales, which we find brought 
visitors to them from as mr as Braintree and Ipswich* 

And when the abbots were at their country seat here, how often 
they, with their retinues, must have passed over the Oreen between 
Meuord Hall and the church. Look at this picture of the commence- 
ment of the 13th century, dim with age as it is. The beljs of the 
(former) old church are going for daily mass, and there issues forth 
from Melford Hall gate, taking its way across the Green towards the 
church, a small Rroup of notable people. A little in advance walks 
William de Gretmgham, the senesclud, followed by a few armed 
retainers. Then comes the prominent Smare, a remarkable-looking 
man. He is an abbot of St. Edmund's, of the Benedictme order, bat 
little distinguished in dress, though greatly so in appearance, from 
those members of his abbey who follow him. He wears a black doak 
and scapular over the white robe of his order. His tall frame is still 
upright and active, though time, thought, and care have turned snow- 
white his once auburn hair and beard. He is a silent man, and never 
laughs ; but a faint smile, Iialf sad, half amused, comes ovor his strongs- 
marked dignified features, as lie listens to the shallow prattle of the 
handsome young monk who walks near him. This young man knows 
few cares in life, and tIiou<rli not overwise, is a favourite with every one^ 
and laughs and jests from mom to night. Perhaps his little iol^ has 
been made in French, for lie is a Norman by birth, ami the Abbots wjho 
lias studied in the schools of Paris, well knows this man's native 
language. But young as he looks for his important post — ^for he 18 
barely thirty years of age, — this is Herebert» the Prior of St, Edmund's. 
He is the Abbot's guest at Melford Hall, with some others of his 
fraternity. Mark the difference between the next two white-robed 
monks who follow. The one immediately behind the Abbot is an 
elderly, sedate-looking man, whose clever face, with its expression of 
intellectual power, is brightened up by a gleam of shrewd, irrepressible 
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humour. His name is Jocelin de Brakelond, the Abbot's close friend, 
and formerly his chaplain ; now the almoner of the Abbey, and its 
chronicler. Beside mm walks a very different man. Look under his 
cowl. He is coarse and sensual-looking, and his red nose tells the tale 
of many a debauch, when he is not even amusing, but always a ^obd- 
for-nothing, wicked old reprobate. It is morning now, and the drink 
is out of him, and he rolls sulkily along, very unwillinglv on his way to 
church, in the wake of the grave, temperate Abbot, who, in old days, 
had been his subordinate and sub-sacristan, and who, of all persons in 
the world, he most hates and envies, and yet fears ; perhaps with an 
instinctive foresight that the time is nigh at hand when he will be 
deposed by that man from his conventual dignity, and subside into 
obscurity and enforced temperance. His companion, JoceUn, glances 
sidelong at him now and then, and seems slily amused at the heavy 
morose look of his silent, red-nosed companion, who is none other than 
William the Sacrist, whose surname is Wardell. Then come Walter 
the Medicus, Manric the Chaplain, and good venerable old monk Dennis, 
formerly selected as a candiaate for the Abbacy. 

So they wend their way up the Green, towards the church, pausing 
for a moment to do reverence to the cross of the market ; while every 
inhabitant they meet bends the knee and doffs the bonnet to the great 
spiritual and temporal lord, who, though gravely courteous to all, looks 
most kindly on those of the poorest and neediest among them ; for he 
never forgets how poor he was in his youth, or what privations he 
underwent, and how sorely he himself needed charity, when, as an 
obscure monk, he was sent alone, on foot, in disguise, from St. Edmund's 
Burv, across Europe to Kome and back, begging his bread from door 
to door ; and his rest, after his weary pilgrimage, was in the Abbey 
prison 1 Yet this man is Samson, the great and powerful Abbot of 
St. Edmund's. 

And since that far-back time, in the course of centuries, how many 
cavalcades of knights, nobles, abbots, and even kings and queens, witn 
their armed foUowings, may have passed over this villa^^e greeu, on the 
high road to and from the great Abbey and shrine of St. Edmund's 
Bury. 

Later on in peaceful times again in ordinary village life, according 
to old English customs, until the middle of the 17t1i century, in 
addition to the sports of particular seasons, on Sundays generally, 
service in church being over, the inhabitants gathered on the Green 
for amusements ; such as morris dances, leaping, vaulting, and archery, 
especially ; for every village had its pair of butts, and Sundays and 
holidays were, by various enactments, the days appointed for men to 
practise archery, " as valyant Englishemen oughte to doe.*'* These 

* Modem archen woald find it difficult to ahoot the distinces required in former 
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were considered innocent and lawful Sunday recreations; for the 
distinction was made, that on that day bear and bull-baitings, interludes, 
and the game of bowls in public, were by law prohibited.* But in 
1642 came the riot of the schismatic Puritan mob; the Green covered 
widi'ti rabble of the scum of neighbouring towns ; the sack and plunder 
of Melford Hall ; the lawless fanatics tearing down the old market- 
cross, and venting their spite in mischief to the church ; and then, 
imder the austere Puritan rule, the Sunday amusements ceased, and 
the young no longer danced or sported on the Green. 

Many personal names, still familiar in Melford, are traceable in 
different parts of the parish, hundreds of years back ; but amon^ those 
who have died out, interest attaches to an old family who lived m Hall 
Street (where the late Mrs. Atkius's fancy-work shop was), with whom 
a very tragical story is connected. The Drews were old residents in 
Melford, and many of them are buried in the church. Besides the two 
landlords of the Bull Inn, in the 17th century, a John Drew 
lived in Hall Street in 1665, and at the same date £dward Drew held 
properb^ at Bodbridge. In the e&rly p&rt of last century there resided 
at Melford, in Hall Street, a Mr. Charles John Drew, an attorney in 
considerable practice, who, besides being possessed of a fair estate of 
his own, had mairied a lady of some fortune, by whom he had five 
daughters and one son, who was considerablv younger than his sisters. 
The father, Charles John Drew, appears to have l:^n a man of ver^ 
sullen, morose temper, quarrelling with Deborah his wife, and his 
children ; so that some years before his death his wife had separated 
from him. He then continued to live in what was called the ** Upper 
House," while his wife and children went to reside in the ** Lower 
House,'' some few hundred yards distant. Although the children visited 
their father often, yet he would occasionally nass the whole time of their 
stay without speaking to them ; as he did wnen they dined with him on 
t he day he was murdered. He always, however, after the separation fix>m 
his wife, refused to speak to Ikt, or even to consent to see her. Their 
only son, Charles Drew, who was bom at Melford in 1711 (as entered 
in the Register), received but little education, and was brought up ini 
boorish ignorance. He grew up a handsome youn^ mun, but he 
associated on! V with persons of the lowest class, some of whom were 
disreputable characters, such as smugglers and iK)acliers. His mode 
of Ufe being very dissipated, and bis father keeping him sliort of money^ 
lie was constantly involved in debt and diflSculties, till at last, galled 
by these embarrassments and by the taunts of his profligate companion8» 

days, which were for every man over 24 years of age, with the heavy war arrow, vp to 
220 yards ; with the light-flight arrow, not less than that distance was to be shot at alL 
A bowtttave was to be three fingers tliick, and squared, and s<;ven feet long. 

* Wilkin's ''Comiilia." James L's declaration of 1617, conoemiug Uwful sporta to 
be used on Sundays. 
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he became so exasperated against his father that he resolved to procure 
his murder. With this aim, he consulted with one of his companions 
named Humphreys, a smuggler and a convicted felon, and endeavoured 
to bribe him to commit the crime. It appears probable that Humphreys 
consented at first, though at the last moment his heart failed him, and 
that, though he was an accomplice and witnessed the deed, he took no 
part in its execution. On the night of Thursday, the 31st of January, 
1740, Drew and Humphreys met at the back gate of the Upper House. 
Drew carried a ^n, which he hid in the orchard, while, accompanied 
by Humphreys, ne went to the Lower House, where, in young Drew's 
room, they drank a bowl of pimch together. They then returned for 
the gun, and Humphreys, now refusing to commit the murder, though 
he remained a short distance off, about midnight Charles Drew went to 
his father's house, when, having got the old man to come down to the 
door, he shot him with three bullets, or slugs, through the body, killing 
him instantly. No one in the house appears to have noticed the report 
of the gun, and the body was not found till six o'clock the next 
morning, when one of the servants came downstairs. Drew and 
Humphreys, directly after the commission of the act, went towards 
Liston, Drew hiding the gun in a hollow tree. Very early that morning 
Humphreys rode up to London, where he remained a few days, awaiting 
a letter which was to contain a bank-bill for £100 from D^w ; but 
this letter not arriving, he returned to Melford, where he was shortly 
after apprehended, having in his possession the very gun which Drew 
had hid, and suspicion against lam being strong, and his account of 
his proceedings unsatisfactory, he was committed to Bury QboI on the 
charge of muraer. Upon this young Drew became veir uneasy, and 
offered larj?e bail for Humphreys, and supplied him with monev while 
in raol. Soon afterwards Drew went to London to prove his father's 
wiU, and on his return journey, he heard at Sudbury, that the officers 
were searching for him, to apprehend him on suspicion of being con- 
cenied in the murder. He tlierefore went back to London, and 
remained there in hiding in a lodging at a cobbler's in Sheer Lane, near 
Temple Bar, under the assumed name of Thomas Roberts, until he was 
taken. A* curious incident led to his discovery. Humphreys, while in 
prison, getting short of money, wrote to Drew, asking for £100; 
but not knowing where he was hidden in London, inclosed the letter 
to one William Mace, a smuggler, who went by the aliaa of Captain 
Kntt, begging him to find Drew and give him the letter. Mace, on 
receipt of this, went to a coffee-house in Holbom, and asked the people 
of the house if they knew one Mr. Drew : they replied that they knew 
him very well, and sent for a customer of theirs, who, though not 
related, happened to bear tlie same surname — Mr. Tiinothy Drew. 
Mace, who knew Charles Drew by sight, told him he was not the 
Mr. Drew he was seeking, and for whom he had a letter; but 
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Mr. T. Drew offering to assist in its deliverjr, Mace confided it to hid 
care. It would seem that Mr. T. Drew, knowing the proclamation and 
reward published concerning the murderi had some suspicions as to 
this letter ; he therefore privately opened and read it, and his conjecture 
being thus confirmed, after communication with a magistrate, from 
whom he obtained a warrant for Charles Drew's apprehension, and 
Mace having been taken into custody, he commenced a search to dis- 
cover where the murderer was concealed, and eventually succeeded in 
taking him, under his assumed name of Roberts, at a disreputable house 
in Leicester Fields, and after examination before a magistrate, had him 
committed to Newgate. While in prison there. Drew attempted to 
tamper with one of the turnkeys, named Jonathan Keate, to aid his 
escape to France ; and he executed an agreement, dated 16th March^ 
1740, promising this man an allowance, during life, of half his yearly 
fortune, besides a bond securing payment of £1,000. The matter was, 
however, disclosed to Mr. Akermann, the governor of Newgate, and 
the night before the escape was to have been effected, he removed 
Charles Drew into the secure cell called the Old Condemned Hold, in 
the prison. Though Mr. Akermann, in his evidence, takes credit to 
himself for this discernment, he altogether omits to state that he had 
obtained from his prisoner a promissory note for £50, and had retained 
Drew's seal with nis coat of arms ; but Drew, in a letter written ihe 
day before' he was executed, affirmed, as a dying man, that 
Mr. Akermann had extorted these things from him. This original 
letter still exists. It is indorsed thus : — 

** Mr. Charles Drew's note to me the day before he dyed — ^wrote 
in Bury Oaile. '' E. Howabi).'' 

*' Mr. Gent had of me £.10 just after my ffathers deth : which he 
is to account for. I payd Mr. Hart, in London, for ye rin^ I had 
made for a Punch ladell, which I eave away, and for ye provem^ of ve 
will, which Probate and receipt Gent has. I dent know what Bonds, 
mortgages, or notes, he has in his hands. But I believe they will 
amount to about £ : 800 or more. Mr. Purkins and Mr. Gent htffm 
each of y"* an account of what goods and money Jonathan Keate, 
Tumkee of Kewgate, got from me, and Mr. Akernian lias got mv aeal 
with my coat of arms, and when he removed me into ye place called Te 
old Condemned Hole, he made nie give him a promissory note for Fifty 
Pounds, but gave me no consideration for it. I p;iid Mr. Hilyard 
half a guinea towards my fiathers shaving before left : and ye like sum 
to a carpenter of Stanted, but did fpnot] pay ye whole bilL lam 
informed that some think that ye will I had proved was not ye will of 
ye latest date, I saw or new of. But I do affirm as a dying man it 
was. 

*' Mr. Gent told mc he paid Mr. Moore five guineas after ye assises.'' 
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As the writer of this letter is said to have been very ignorant and 
illiterate, he was probably assisted by some one in its composition. 

Charles Drew was tried at the assizes at Bury St. Edmund's, the 
27th March, 1740, was convicted of the murder of his fatberi Hum- 
phreys being admitted as king's evidence against him, and be was 
hanged there the 9th April, 17^, at the a^e of twenty-five. 

After his execution his body was brought secretly to Acton 
church, and buried in the chancel during the night after be was hanged* 
The advowson of Acton had been part of the estate of his murdered 
father ; and the vicar of Acton, the Rev. Charles Hmfreville, was the 
murderer's brother-in-law, having married his eldest sister, Mary 
Drew. 

Of the other sisters, Hannah married William Cawston, Deborah 
married Thomas Hickeringill, Ursula married John Hayward, and 
Bridget married John Gent. 

The freehold estates in Melford and Acton, which were consider- 
able, in one document being named as £600, and in another as £900 
a year, were forfeited in course of law by the felony^ but were 
restored by letters patent of the 17th of George XL to tlie five sisters 
of the murderer. Some forfeited copyholds, however, of which part 
of Bull Meadows formed a portion^ lapsed to tlie lord of the manor 
of Melford, and still contboe to belong to Mc^ford Hall estate. 

Another fieonily name is of interest to us, thou A it is ao uncom- 
mon one among Melford names. In 1521, Sir John Milbome, Kni^t, 
a draper by trade, who was a son of John Milbome, of this Darish, 
became Lord Mayor of London. By his will, dated lOtb of June, 
1535, he left 6s. 8d. to each of the marriages of sixty poor maidens of 
Long Melford ; and weekly, every Sunday, durinff a term often years, 
thirteen penny kwres to thirteen poor pwple of ue same place, to the 
intent that lAey should come to toe parisL dmnh of Long Mellord^ 
and there Imeefdown before the bdy aacrameDt at th<.* high alter, sad 
say a Patemoeter, an Ave, and a Credo for bis soul. He beooeatbed 
all his bmds in iUUord to Katharine SuDjdi, his cousin. Be was 
buried in Crossed Friars* Cliurcfa, London, but Lis I>x3j was aobse-' 
quenlly removed to Bt . Kdmund^ Lombard Street. So within fifij 
rears Melford supplied Uj i»nd<m two land mayors. Sir John Milbome 
and Sir Roger Martin. It also daims fixMn among it s people a SpMker 
of the House of Commons, who was Marter of tbe Eolis and Soiioitor' 
General ; a Biabop ; and an Abbot of 3urj. 

Near the centre of Hall Str^^ stands flieOiapcd, Titfa the Melford 
British Schools attachcKi thereto. About 1^ jear 1724 a piece of 
ground was procured and a building for religious worship was ereoted 
on the west side of the street, and in Maj, 1725^ the trustees were 
admitt^ to the tiianor of Melford. Its coustatutiosi is ** Independent,^' 
or ^'Congregational^*' holdmg in&st baptism^ bnt admittixig open 

2x2 
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communion. The funds attached to this chapel and to Olemsford 
Meeting are united, and designed for the support of the minister for 
the time being of Melford cum Glemsford, who shall hold and teach 
the above doctrines. There are some endowments in connection witli 
it. In 1726 Mrs. Row left £1,000, 3 per cents, of which the interest 
is to be paid to the pastor for the time being of the Congregational 
Church in Melford, on condition that he preach the Gospel once a 
fortnight at Glemsford. About the year 1808 divers sums of monegf 
belonging to the chapel were invested in the purchase of £418. 28. 6a. 
(3 per cent, reduced), the interest of which is paid to the minister of 
Melford. The Bev. John Howard also left the sum of £866. 188. 4A. 
(3 per cent, consols), to the intent that the minister of Melford Chapel 
should preach the Gospel at Fozearth once a fortnight. The interest 
of these endowments amounts to about £55. 

The Melford British Schools were built in 1862, at a cost of 
about £350. 

Although this chapel was not built till the year 1724, there appears 
to have been a Nonconformist congregation here since the miadle of 
the 17th century, for a record of its founder exists as follows: — 

'' On that memorable day * when 2,000 ministers of the Gospel 
left the Established Church of England, the Bev. John Wood was 
ejected from that of Long Melford, in Suffolk ; and though but little 
is said of him in the history of that day, yet it is presumed that his 
ministry was not without a blessing, as a number of pious persons, 
not many years after, are said to have become a separate people, and 
for some tmie assembled together for religious worship in a bam fitted 
for that purpose, and several ministers are known to have laboured 
amoi^ them occasionally.'' 

There is a difficulty in arriving at a dear understanding as to 
who the person was who is named in the detail above quoted; for 
fiom its wording that the clergyman in question was ejected from the 
church of Long Melford, the inference would bo di*awn that the 
Rev. John Wooa had been a rector of Melford of the Established 
Church. Such, however, was not the case, for since the Reformatioii 
there has never been a rector of that name. From October, I6489 
when Dr. Wareyn, after a tenure of twenty-five years, was ejected fifom 
the living at the Rebellion, six Puritan ministers (mentioned in 
Chapters III. and YI.) held the benefice till 1C60, when Dr. Bisbie 
was presented to the living, at the Restoration, and he held it tiU 
1689. Again, Mr. John Wood could scarcely have been a curate of 
Melford at the time named, for in 1662 the nev. John Firmin was the 
curate here, and so remained till 1663-4, when he became rector of 

* 24th August, 1G62, when tlie Act of Uniformity had puMed, and tha ifiOO 
uinLstcns reaigued, not choosing to conform to the Thii-ty-niiie Articles. 
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Stanstead, and the Rev. William Steuckley then succeeded him as 
curate of Melford. The name, however, of a Eev. John Wood appears 
in the following records. In " The Humble Petition of the Ministers 
of the Counties of Suffolke and Essex concerning Church Government, 
presented to the Right Honourable the House of Peers on Fryday, 
May 29, 1646" (printed for John Wright, at the King's Head, in the 
Old Bayley, 1st June, 1646), among other signatures thereto is that of 
Mr. John Wood, an Essex minister. In November, 1664, a Mr. John 
Wood, ClerJCf was appointed Governor of Melford Hospital. In April, 
1664, Dr. Bisbie preached a funeral sermon for the wife of this Mr. Wood, < 
who is entered in the Register as " Minister.** She was buried the 
30th March, 1664, and in accordance with the custom of that period, 
when every respectable person of sufficient means bespoke and paid 
for a funeral sermon, on terms varying according to social degree, n*om 
10s. to £2, Mr. Wood, the Minister, paid the Rector £1 for the 
funeral sermon. This lAr. John Wood was buried at Melford, the 23rd 
September, 1671, when lOs. were paid for his funeral sermon. 

The few following Utile jottings concerning Old Melford possess 
a certain amusing quainitness. The first is an account of the culture, 
on a large scale, of a crop of safiron, grown by Henry Waddington, 
the tenant, on Granfield farm, 1676-7, which was evidently regwied 
here as an important experiment, and purporting to be a lucrative 
one, as it was tithed by composition, as though the crop had been 
wheat.' Whether it proved a good speculation we are not informed, 
but the inference is against it, as there is no record of any repetition 
of this crop ; and we are told that it was an expensive one to grow, 
requiring much labour, tillage, and manure. In olden days saffron 
was much used, and greatly esteemed, as well for a dye and a drug as 
for cooking purposes. Between the years 1515 and 1557 safiron was 
cultivated in Cfambridgeshire to a considerable extent; and small 
quantities were then also grown in parts of Sufiblk ; but as the fol* 
lowing description from a tithe-book is tiie first entry of it as a titheable 
crop grown at Melford, we may presume that it was an unusual 
experiment here ; but on Ford Hall fium there was a iield called in 
1580 the " Safiron Pane," no.w corrupted into " Seven Penn." The 
account runs as follows : 

" In 1 676-7 there were 40 acres or more of arable land in the farm 
called Granfield sown with safflower [saffron], the flowers gathered 
and tithed as though the crop were com, also the bop-ground at 
the same place was sown with the same. This was described as the 
manured bastard safiron, thus : It hath sundrie leaves next ye ground, 
without any pricks, or vrith very few white ones at ye corners of yo 
leaves and divisions, among wli. riseth a strong hard round stalkc« 
three or four feet high, branching itselfe up to ye top, and at their enfl<« 
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a great scaley open beadi out of which thmsteih forthe marygold 
^eUow threds of a most orient and shineing colour, wh. being gathered 
in a dry, warm time, will abide in the same delicate colour for a very 
long time. It flowers in the end of July or beginnin^e of August, and 
the seed is ripe about the end thereof. It is put into broths and meats 
to give them a yellow coUour, and used for dyeinge of silk into a kind 
of carnation colour, and yts seed used in physick for purgation.'' 

Cranfield farm was then valued by the poll bill at £90 a year, and 
contained 150 acres of arable, besides meaoow land, and two acres of 
hop-ground. 

At about the above-named time hops were ^rown in various parts 
of the parish; for in 1662 we find mention of hop-gardens as aoove, 
and also near the church ; two near Westgate Lane ; one at the back 
of the houses on Melford Green ; at Kentwell Hall ; Melford Hall; and 
Melford Place ; at which latter the quantity is named as one acre ; and 
the price of the hops grown here was then estimated at tenpence per 
pound. The hop-ground at Melford Hall, la. Ir. 8p., existed before the 
year 1 580. Hops were first introduced into this country firom Flanders, 
m 1624. 

Another crop, now unknown here, must have been grown in the 
sixteenth century, and some fields in the pa rish still bear the name of 
** Hemplands.'' An Act of the 24th Henry VHI. enacted that every 
person occupying land for tillage, for eveir sixty acres under plough, 
should sow one quarter of an acre in flax or hemp ; so that there 
would have been about fifteen acres of this crop in Melford. Bishop 
Latimer, referring to this in one of his sermons, says, 'Hhe quantity, if 
doubled, would be far too little to grow the hemp required to hang all 
the thieves that be in England." 

Although,from very early times there are records of perambulations 
of the bounds of the parish, some of which are minute in their detail, 
there is no mention of tlit^ Gospel Oak which stands at the boundary of 
the parishes of irdibrd, Lavenham, and Acton, being called by that 
name till about 1650. The trees, known in many places by this same 
designation, appear to have derived their name from the fact that they 
stood in some marked situation, where the perambulating procesdon 
used to halt, aud some short appropriate sentences or pi'ayers from the 
Gospels were in former times read or said ; thanks for the fruits of the 
earth were ofiered to God, and the curse for removal of neighbours* 
bounds or doles was repeated ; and very commonly the ciii. psalm was 
sung. 

The following are only a few selections of some of the more ouaint 
or interesting entries from the parish registei*s of baptisms, marriages, 
and burials. They arc thus headed : — 



ICELFOBD HALL AND MANOR. 359 

The Eegist£B of alle the Chbistnings, Bubuls, and Mabuges, which have 
bene at Millford since the first yeere of the Rayne of our most 
gratious Queene Elizabeth, by the grace of God, of England, 
France, and Ireland, Queene : which was the 17th daye of 
November, Anno Domini 1569. 

Memorand : that ther is noe mencion in the ould Begester Booke 
of any that were Baptized before the month of January, 1559, 

Reoisteb of Chbistninos. 

The word baptized was not genentUj used till after 1583. 

1559, January 1, — ^Anne, daughter of Robert Jue \^ first entry]. 

1561, June 15. — Thomas, son of Thomas Kerington. 

k. famOj long settled here. 

1562, and afler. — There are many entries of the Martyn family, 
1665, March. — Fourteen persons, six bastards, were all baptized at 

riper years. 

Some of tlis entries are very circumstantially minute in their details^ as^ 

1668, November 24. — ^Rebecca, daughter to Edw' Haynes, Gent, and 

Rebecca his wife, borne the 13th day, half an hour past 9 o'clock 

at night, being Wednesday ; baptized y* 24th« 
1 706, January 19. — John Betts baptized. Parents unknown. 
1708, March 23. — ^Elizabeth, who was left at John Kemp's door. 

Parents unknown. 
1714, October 6 — Charles, son to Charles John Drew and Debora his 

wife. 

The iniknt here baptized murdered hb fiUher in 1740, and was hanged at Buy. 

1717, January. — John, base child of Lucy Martin. Reputed fiEtther, 

Sir Roger Martyn. 
1717, October 4. — Sarah, daughter of John Moore, Esq. [of Eentwell 

Hall] and ^[uria his wife, bom September 18th, at about one 

o'clock in ye morning. 
1720, May 13. — Jolm [^on of the same], born 21 April, at about 10 in 

J'e morning, 
ctober 28. — John, base son of Alice Barker. Reputed father. 
Sir Roger Martyn. 

Thefollomng child has a fine lot of names: — 

1743, November 11. — Phihp Qeorge Rex Tomsoii, son of Philip and 

Susan Borcliain. 
1767, September 15. — Richard, son of Richard and Mary Phillips. 

This cbild wmh privately ba|itized by the oaoie of Ilichard ; but when he wiia received 
into the Church, his spoiisorB gave the name of William. 
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In the register of marriages (as in those of baptisms and burials) 
there occur numerous entries of names connected with the principal 
families formerly resident here, and of others connected with Melfonl ; 
but to record many of them in detail would be tedious. In the marriage 
register there is a hiatus without entries, between February, 1652, and 
October, 1660. The first entry of marriage appears to be on the 
13th September, 1570, between William Gri^ge and Anne Phywale. 

The following are extracts from the burial register, some of which 
are quaint, and serve to throw additional light on the domestic history 
of Melford. 

Register of Bubials. 

Motto thereto in the heading : *< Calcanda aemel yia Leti.** (" The way of death 
most (met be trodden." — Horace,) 

1559, October 5. — John, sonn to Richard Milson [the first entry]. 

1560, February 30, — Ould mother Margrett- 
1560, May 22.— Audrey Dyster. 

1560, September 30.— John and Joan Matin. 

1561, August 24. — ^Townsend Clopton. 

1562, August 17.— William Clopton, Esq. 
1664, January 7. — John Cordall. 

1564, April 12.— -John Dyster. 

1567, FebruaiT 12.— Thomas, sonn to Sir William CordweU. 

1578, April 16. — ^Mai^roret, wife of Roger Martin, Esq. 

1582, December 8. — Roger Martin. 

1590, May 26. — ^Lawrens Martin. 

In 1593 this parinh suffered from a TLdtatton of the plsgae^ whidi in that jear 
doabled the mortalitjr, 23 persons djing in the month of August 

1593| August 8. — ^Elizabeth Doe, of ye plauge. 
1593, August 17. — Afargery Doe, of ye plaugue. 
1593, August 18. — Fortune Doe, of ve plaugue. 

1593, September. — Four members of a family named David. [Several 

other families lost two or three of a household.] 

1594, June 13. — Mrs. Anne Allington. 
1596, July 20.— Robert Allington. 

1598, June 8. — John Koad, £x>wned at the Hall Milne. 

1598, December 11. — Good wen, a prentice with Thos : Ambrose. 

In 1600 an entire family was swept away in a few days. 

1600, March. — A whole household buried this month. 
March 2. — John Hoble (or Hibble). 
„ 4. — William Heble. 
„ 7. — Mary Heble. 
„ 9. — Elizabeth Heble. 
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1600, March 12.— Sarah Heble. 

15. — Clement Heble [the father of the family]. 

16. — ^Alice Heble [the mother]. 
1600, June 25. — Stephen Cheap, a Master of Arte, and somtymes 
scholemaster of this towne. 

1600, August 29. — William Dash, Innkeeper of the Harte in this 

towne. 

This is now Brook House, and W. Dash lived there in 1575, when he also held the 
HallmilL 

1601, February 8. — Thomas Mountaine, a stranger. 

1602, March 16. — ^A childe founde dead in the Hall Mill damme. 

1603, May 1. — Dorrathee Doughty. 

„ 16. — Tobias Doughty. 

In the year 1604 the plague ravaged many parti of England, and in London there 
died of it in that year 30,578 persons. Meirord was swept by this yisitation, which, in 
five months, carried off a fearfully laige proportion of the inhabitants. In this dreadful 
plague, which in July was at its height, Mr. Gilbert, the rector, lost four children ; and 
the mortality in the parish rose to 148, out of which number, 119 died of plague in five 
months. 

1604, May. — ^The Plauge begunn : 16 buried this month. 
June. — 14 persons buried of the Plaum. 

July. — ^Widow Sander, a searcher; Margery, daughter of Mr. 
William Gilbert, minister, and 53 others, were buried of 
Plauge. 

August. — ^Ann, daughter to Mr. Gilbert ; Prudence, daughter to 
Mr. Gilbert ; and 84 others were buried of the Plauge. 
September.— Jerrom, sonn to Mr. William GKlbert. 
This Plauge lasted fro ye beginninge of May to ye ende of Sep- 
tember, in which 5 monthse the tottall that dyea and are her regys- 
tred, were juste one hundred and nineteene men, women, and 
children. 

HeaTj as the Diortilitj was in this Tillagay carr^-ing off about one-eerenth of its 
inhabitants, this epidemic was light as oompanMl with the fearful loM in the vfllage of 
Eyam during the great |»Ugue of 166|, when the almost iocredible number of S67 persons 
were swept away out of a population of only 350, as rt*0(»rded \n Mompesson, the rector, 
who sumved. ^Mt•lford apiiears to have escaped the xi^itation of this latter plague, which 
was spread from Lon<l<)n over England, for there are no entries of death from plague at 
that Gate. 

1606, June 11. — Agnes, daughter to Mr. William Gilbert. 

1607, October 21. — Robert, whose parents wor not knowne. 
1607, November 8. — Thomas, Bonn to Mr. AVilliam Gilbert. 
1610, March 4. — Jane, a Recusant [no surname is given]. 
1610, December 15. — .Tohn Coe, the elder. 

1610, „ 21. — John Coe his sonne, a blind man, teacher in the 
arte of miisujue. 

1611, July 27. — John, a strange boy, killed with a carte. 

3 A 
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1611, September. — ^Margery, daughter to Mr. William Gilbert. 

1612, February. — Hemy liacy, a schoUer, and one of the brethren in 

the Hospitall. 
1612, July 4. — ^Anne Jones, widow to Mr. Dr. Jones, sbmtimes 
minister of this parishe. 

1612, September 11. — ^Mr. Eobert Daroye, brother imto the E* Hon*** 

Lord Daroye of Chich, allso St. Outsiddes [St. Osyth], of 
Essex. 

1613, July 7. — John Hogg, a passenger fro St. Edmond Bury. 
1615, May 16. — John, sonn to Michell Singe, minister. 
1615, August 7. — ^The wife of Michell Kinge. 

1615, August 7. — ^Mr. Roger Martin, Esquier. 

1616, February.— The Lady wiffe of Sir W- Olopton, K*. 

1617, August 30.— Ales [Alice] Wyat> daughter to Richard Wyat, 

borne at Sudbury, and late servant to Mr. Thomas Johnson at 
Pentlowe, was orownd by accident at Hunn Mill, Melfordt 
the 28th of August. 

Hoiin Mill was on the lite of the late paper-mill^ tnd aDpean to have been a dangerous 
spot, for there are other entries of perMxns bong drowned tnere. 

The next is an extrcurrdinary record. 

1618, April 26. — ^Ro8e,*the wiffe of William Sheap, was delyvered of a 

childe with 2 fiu>e8, 4 armes, and 4 legges. 
1618, August 7. — ^Mr. William Gilbert, Minister of the parishe. 
1621, September 17. — James Flower dyed of the fallinge of his horse. 
1621, December 2. — ^Mr. Lawrence Martin. 

1624, August. — Sir James Groft, K^ 

1625, August 8. — Mr. William Mayor, Minister and Curate of this 

towne. 

The fiunilj of Mayor, long eettled luse^ owned Pnmdes fiurm, now in Melted Flaoe. 

1627, July 29.— Jonathan, sonn to Theophihis Gree, was drownd at 
the Bridge in the Hart Lane, and after the Crowners Quest had 
sate on him ho was buryed. 

1627, November 3o. — Elizalieth, wife of Mr. William Gilbert, minister. 

This it the last entry of the Gilbert fiunilj. 

1629, April 28. — Mr. Lowell, Curate under Mr. Doctor Warep. 

1681, April 9. — Thomas Dike, a straunger, which dwelte at Bury. 

1632, May 13. — Thomas Lees, an anciente Batchelor. 

1632, November 28. — A ohilde borne by a travelliuge woman in Kent- 
well bame. 

1634, Febniary 18. — ^A childe of William Swtinnes was drowned nere 
to the rarsonago, on whom the Crowners queste sate. 

Thid was at the old Parsonage near Cranmoor. 
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1634, June 20. — ^William Page, a London prentice borne in this towne, 
comminge fro London, was drowned in the fflogin pit, on whom 
the Crowners queste sate. 

Queiy : What plaoe is here meant t 

1634, April 21. — ^Richard Loxton, master of Musique and servant to 

the Right Worrshipful Sir Roger Martin, K*. 
1634, August 7. — ^WiUiara Aggas, an anciente Batchelor. 
1634, December 7. — William Chapman, who was drowned in the 

ffloggin pit, on whom the Crowners quest sate. 

1638, August 22. — Edward Drew and M&rj his wife, having been 

married 43 years, laje both sicke and dyed: and wer both 
buryed in one grave in the Churche. 

1639, May 26. — ^William Malkin, of Ballington, falling from his horse 

and so dyeing, the 25th being Batterday : on whom the 
Crowner sate with his jury. 

The following entry requires interpretation. 

1642, January 19. — ^Alice Spencer, who was ript in the churchyarde, 
and found to dye of a timpany. 

There are very few entries in this Register for 1643, only two for 
1644, and none from April 1644 to April 1646; part of the imsettled 
time of the RebeUion. 

1646, September 11. — ^Thomas Wood, a souldier. 

1648, Februaiy 25.— Thomas Smith, the butcher. 

1648, February 28. — ^Roger Ghurold, which was kflled with an empty 
carte overthrowing uppon him, as hee was fetchinee of a loade 
of wood home for nis master, was founde smothered under the 
carte whole with the wane on his backe : on whom the Crowner 
sate. 

1648, July 26. — Richard Evered, who was stabbed by one Roger 
Greene staiidinge in the Bull hall : on whome the Crowner 
satt, and w:is founde willfull murtlier, and was buryed within 
Melford Cliurche. 

The Evereds were a familj of sabsUntiAl yeomen, who owned oonriderable pro|iertj 
here. 

1648, September 13. — Richard Phipps, a Corperall under Captaine 
Puckle, was marcheing from the seege of Colchester, and fc'U 
sicke and was buryed. 

1649, May 28. — William Mendham, who was killed falleing off a carte 

loaden with timber and the wheele wcnte over his head and so 
forwarde to his thigh : on whome the Crowner satt. 
1651, February 7. — Edmond Rule founde dead in the strete as he was 
running home, and judged to dye in a swoone by the Crowners 
quest. 

3 A 2 



864 HELFOBD HALL AND MANOR. 

1653, January 2. — ^Mr. Samuel Bordmau, Sector. 

In another handwriting is written over thia entry the word ** Intmder." Mr. Bordman 
was the seoond of the Puritan ministers here daring the Rebellion^ having saooeeded 
Mr. Seth Wood in 1648. 

1656, October 6.— Sir Roger Martin. 

There are very few entries for the years 1656, 1657, 1658, 1659, 
and none until October in 1660. 

1661, July 9. — ^Robert Warren [Wareyn], Doctor of Divinitie. Buryed 
at Borley. 

Dr. Wareyn was deprived of tliii living daring the Bebellion, bat reinstated at the 
Restoration. He was a very old man. 

1661, June 1.— The Honored Lady Sisilla, wife to Sir Thomas Darcy, 
Enight and Barronett. 

1663, June 20. — ^MaudUn Chaplaine drowned at Hun mill. 

1664, January 24. — Robert Cole, gentleman and Sergeante at Law. 
1664, March 30.— The wife of Mr. [John] Wood, minister. . 
1676, February 21.— Robert Green. 

He was mairied a few days before his death. 

1682, August 1. — John Foster, executed at Chelmsford. 
His body was buried here. 

1683, August 2. — Sir Thomas Robinson, Bart., buryed in the Temple 

Churohe, London. 

He was killed by jumping oat of a window daring a fire. 

1684, June 6. — Sir Lumley Robinson, Bart, [son of the abovel, dyed 

in the parishe of Saint Margaret, Westminster, and was Duryed 
in the Abbey Church, Westminster. 

The BoUnsoDs were the then owners of Eentwell HalL 

1684, August 3.— :Mr. Thomas Withanr, Rector of Chilton. 

1689, September 2C. — Charlotte, daughter to Doctor Nathaniel Bisbie, 

and Elizabeth liis wife. 
1693, October 10. — Henry Palmer, a souldier. 
1695, May 16.— Natlianiel Bisbie, D.D. 

He was for manv years rector of Melford, bat was deprived of the living In 1689, 
for refosbg to take the oath of allegiance to King William III. 

1695, August. — ^Mary Barker, a towne childe. 

A paaper: they were generally (armed oat^ to be supported by some peiaoQ In tie 
parish. 

1706, March 24. — Roger Alboum, a Jew. 
1712, May 21. — Mrs. Margaret Firebrace. 
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1714, June 16. — A traveller founde dead in the parishe: his name 
unknowne, 

1716, April 23.— Thomas Smith, the butcher. 

1717, April 18. — John, base son to Lucy Martin : the reputed father 

Sir Roger Martin. 

This child had been bom in January of the same year. 

1718, November 17. — ^A travellinge woman at the George Inne, whose 

name is unknowne. 
1729, September. — ^Dearmont Smallbones, a traveller. 
1736, February 28. — William Smith, a husbandman. 
1736, March 23.— Mrs. Mary Bisbie. 

Qaeiy : Was she a daughter of Dr. Bisbie, who died 16&5 1 

1738, February 20. — ^Dame Elizabeth Bamardiston, widow to Sir 
Robert Bamardiston, Bart. 

1740, February 3. — Mr. Charles John Drew. 

He was murdered by his only son on the 81st January, 1740, who was hanged in 
the April following. 

1741, September 8. — ^Mr. Nathaniel Bisbie, son of the Rev^ Nath. 
Bisbie, D.D., formerly Rector of this parish. 

1748, August 14.— Martha, daughter of the Bev^ Nath. Bisbie, D.D. 
1765, October. — Mrs. Mary Armstrong, a stranger from the Idngdom 

of Ireland, who desired to be buried at 5 m the morning. What 

clothes she had on when she died was never taken from her 

body, and was buried therein. 
1767, August 29. — ToUemach Bacon, Attorney at Law. 
1793, May 14. — ^Alrs. Anne Johnson, relict of the Rev'* Mr. James 

Johnson, late Rector of this parish. 
1812, January. — Sir Harry Parker, Bart., aged 77. fr 172.1- 

1830, April.— Sir William Parker, Bart., aged Gl. 
1856, March. — Sir Hyde Parker, Bart, ag^ 71. 

Parish surveyors or waywardens may like to read a few notes of 
their predecessors' expenditure here, more than 800 years ago. ^ 

There are many such accounts existing in the parish archives, of 
which the following may serve for an example : — 

Surveyor^ 8 Account far tJie year 1554. 

Payde to Newman for mendyng of Hall Myll Biydge, and 

makyng of a worlegyg . . . . . * . 22** 

This Hall-mill bridge was probablj a foot-bridge, where the prtseent foot-bridge now 
is ; for there was no bridge for horses or carriages over the ford io the road till 1762, 



366 MELFOBD HALL AND lONOB. 

and since then the original narrow bridge appears to have been widened. In 1778 there 
is a bill for the repairs of the pales of the small bridge^ and somewhat later a tender lor 
building a new bridge there (probably the present one) for sixty goineas. The whizlegig was 
a tomstile to prevent horsemen riding over the foot-bridge. 

Payde to Wayd for mendyng the Brydge entryng uppon 
the Grene, and for tymber for ye same, and the 
worlegygg .2^ 

Queiy> Where was this foot-bridge t Was it at the side of the road near the present 
Hall lodge, where a ditch ran down the side of the Green, and so into the moat t 

To ye Smethe for yeme worke of ye sam worlegygg . . 14^ 
To Metcher for castyng of ye dytch by ye grene . . 4*- 

Probably by the side of the road where the iron rails now are. 

To Godde for 1 dayes worke, mete and drynke, abowte the 

Brygges at Hall Myll 6*- 

Here we see the wages of that day, incliisiTe of food and beer, 6d. a daj here ; in 
1670, more than a oenti^ later, the Charohwardens* books show the wages of a master 
carpenter as S2d. a day, his jonmeTman 20d. a daj, his apprentioe 12d. a omj; and brioka 
were then 12b. a load. 

Payde for ditchyng, and sett for ye same dytche, at 

Prowde's Brygge for the savyng of ye comon footpathe 5*' 6^ 

At the Water Lane^ opposite Melford Flaee. 

For a plancke for ye brygge 2^ 

For ye myddle worlegygg and ye Poste and Yeme 21^ 

For XXI lodes of stones gatheryd 3*- G^ 

For mendyng of hye wayes beyond the Hye Crosse at one 

tyme 14*- 

For carrying xliii lodes of gravel unto ye same Hye-wayes 12*- IC^ 

For XXII lodes 6^ 6*- 

For XXX lodes 8^ S*- 

Melford mnst have Im^u in advance of its day in road-making, even thoai^ it wa« 
only a small portion of the highway that was repaired, for nmd-metalling was almost 
unknown then, the common plan bong, when a hole in tlic mud road became venr bad, 
to throw into it a few faggotn, and soma earth or a little gr.ivel on the topu This coo- 
tinaed till near the end of Isi^t centair. Arthur Young, in liis joumej throa|^ Boflblk, 
describes the state of th<> roads in his dar, and the miseritx of travellings ey«i so late ah 
that time. In some of the more ancient deeds there are in various instances r ese t Tatio iK 
of right to etU uxHxls, iii order to mend the roads adjacent thereto. Horaoe Walpole, 
Lord Orford, mentions that in 1755 the road into Ipswich was so bad that his AaSaf was 
overturned in the mire at the entrance of the town. 

Total expended tins year, 1554, on the Hye wayes and 

Brygges of Melford, ye summe of . . . £:2: 9': 4'- 

In 1555 tLe roads appear to have lain fallow. 
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Expended in 1556 . 

Expended in 1557 


. £:2:6'-:0'- 
.£:2:0':0^ 


Again the following years, 

1675 expended £:1: 7*-: 4*- 
1577 „ 1: 14: 9 
1678 „ 2: 3: 6 
1580 „ 2: 8:10 





No\? (in 1871) the length of roads in Melford (inclusive of former 
turnpike) is seventeen miles, and the expense of their maintenance by 
the Highwav Board, £126. 

Truly Melford has mended some of its wa^ since olden days. 

As to old church fees, in 1662 the foUowmg fees appear to have 
been the customary dues to the parson : — 

For everie Buryal in ye Churchyarde there is sixpence due to ye 
parson. 

For Funeralle sermons preached, 10** per sermon. 

Churcheings of Women, fourpence for everie woman. 

Marriage dues (when the Banns are published), for everie 
couple 2s. 6d. 

Publishyn^ ye Banns in order to their marriage. Is. 

K a buryal happen to be in ye Churche, or in any of ye Chanoells, 
the Parson hath for his due 2s. 6d. But if within y* Cordell's Vault 
or the Cloptons Chappell, never less than 10 shillings. 

In the account of the Manor many examples have been given of 
old rents. The following rentals of land on the Melford Hful estate 
may be interesting for comparison. Taking the year 1613 as an 
example throughout, the rents were thus : — 

Ford Ilall Fnrm was let at the rate of 9s. 4d. per acre, and to 
supplyyearly to ^lelford Hall one seam (8 bushels) of peas. 

Wash Fm^}y which, until 1580 was called Hundens, and after that 
Holpotts, and Ilowlpits, was let at 10s. per acre, and four seams of 
oats a year. 

High Street Farrrti formerly called Mart^'ns, was let at 6s. 8d. per 
acre, two seams of peas a year, and to ^o for the landlord three 
days' carting. 

Lodge Fann was at that day all in Melford Hall Park, and was 
not made into a farm till 1784. 

Old Park Fann was let at 9s. 3d. per acre. This had been then 
recently converted to tillage from being a deer-park. 

Duntons Faring formerly Do Dontons, was let at 6b. 4d. per acre, 
and two seams of peas a year. 
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Slough Farm, formerly called Lavenham farm, was let at Gs. lOd. 
per acre, and ten seams of oats a year. 

Balsdon Hall Farm at os. lOd. per acre. 

Valley Farm, formerly called Harolds Well, was let at Ss. 7d. per 
acre, and four seams of oats a year. 

Stoneylanda, Masons, and part of Nether Bvlney were let at 146. 
per acre. 

Part of Bulneymoors was let at lis. per acre. 

Bull Lane Farm and the Burtons were divided, and parts belonged to 
other owners, so that their rents cannot well be ascertained. Bat a 
large portion (161 acres) of Bull Lane farm, formerly called Chmetts^ 
was let at 7s. 6d. per acre, and twenty seams (160 bushels) of barley, 
one seam of peas (8 bushels), four loads of straw, and four days' 
carting to Melford Hall. 

Parts of what is now Mr. Westropp's land, then called Prnwdes, 
eighty-seven acres, were let at about 128. 9d. per acre, but with also 
the following curious additions in kind ; viz., one bushd of oysters^ two 
couple of EcMerden (small-barrelled cod-fishi, two couple of grem fUk 
(? fresh-water fish, as pike), and four days' labour of a man. This land 
formerly belonged to Melford Hall, but was sold in 1710. 

Part of !&. Mill's farm at Bodbridge (then belonging to Melford 
Hall) was let at about 5s. 6d. per acre. Some of this was low 
meadow. 

Boughedge Farm (then also belonging to this estate, afterwards 
sold to Eentwell), at this time containing §08 acres, was let at a trifle 
less than 7s. per acre. 

Part of Glapstile Farm, 104 acres, then also belonging to Melford 
Hall, was let at 7s. 8d. per acre, and two seams of oats. 

Ouekoo Tye Farm, now Mr. 0. Brand's trustees (also part of Mel- 
ford Hall, but sold away in 1710), was let for 7s.' Id. per acre, and 
four seams (32 bushels) of oats, one load of straw, and two days' 
carting. 

The farm at Stallhouse Tye, now Brand's tmstees, with part of 
ClarVs and Uiyhlandrrs, was let for 4s. an acre, one flitch of baean^ 
and two days' carting. 

The Hall Mill, then held by one William Crismas, was rented at 
£18 a year. 

Wtsseriflale M'll was out of lease and has no rental named. It 
then belonged to ^L llbrd Hall. 

Tlie total extent of the land let in 1G13 was 2,960 acres, at a 
rental of £1,196. 23. 8d., or an average of 8s..]>er acre, various houses 
and cottages included. 

The total rental of the estate was £1,236 a year, besides 739 
acres of i)ark, woods, and lands in hand, to which no rental was 
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estimated ; and which would have raised the value of the estate to 
about £1,500 a year. 

Comparing then roughly the rental value of Melford land for three 
periods, each about 300 years apart, we find the following curious re- 
sults. Thus, in the year 1287, arable land was let at about five pence per 
acre ; pasture land somewhat higher. Again, in 1613, land produced 
a rent of about eight shillings per acre. Now, in 1872, the gross 
estimated value of the land of the parish for poor rates, which may 
approach somewhat near, but below the rental value, shows an average 
of about £1. 8s. 6d. per acre. 

The area of MeUTord parish is computed at 5,185 acres, of which 
87^ are waste ; such as rivers, roads, &c. : these roads and lanes 
extend over 17^ miles; and 54 acres are occupied by the Great 
Eastern Railway lines within the parish. Of the total amount of 
acreage, 3,512 acres are arable land ; 1,083 acres grass land ; and 
374 acres woodland. The gross estimated rental of the parish is 
£15,012, and its rateable value is £11,389. 

Since the commencement of the present century this place has 
increased very considerably not only in prosperitgr but also in size and 
population. In 1813 it contained about 550 houses and cottages, 
and its population was 2,200. Now (1872^ the dwelling-places have 
increasea to 661, and by the census of tne last three decades the 
population has been raised as follows: — ^In 1851 the number of 
mhabitants was 2,587 ; in 1861 it amounts to 2,870 ; and the census 
of 1871 has brought the population up to 8,046; showing an increase 
of 846 persons in less than sixty years. 

^ It is almost a vain endeavour to make any close comparison in 
statistics of births, deaths, and marriages at former dates with the 
present time ; because, although we can find in the Church Registers 
the numbers of baptisms, burials, and marriages, these are not always 
complete records ; and further, we have no accurate knowledge of 
what the population of Melford was before the present centmy, to 
form a basis of comparison of the several rates. The following is only 
given as a matter of cariosity and speculation, so far as the figures may 
be contrasted. 

BaptiimiP. Marriages. 

. 42 . . (a.d. 1671) 8 
. 43 . . (a.d. 1572) 8 
. 86 

If the present l)irth.rate might be taken as any comparative guide 
to the population, the number of inhabitants of ^lelford at the period 
of the years 1560 to 1570 would have been about 1,140 persons; and 
this rate ai)pears to have remained unaltered in the year 151>f5, 
when, however, the death-rate was swollen to 81 burials, owing to au 
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epidemic of plague ; and again in 1604 the like pestilence swept over 
Melford, and 14i8 persons, or nearly one-seventh of the whole popu- 
lation, were buried that year. 

Between the years 1660 to 1680 the average rates were, 

Burials. BajitUom. Marriagen. 

40 .... 48 .... 18 

On a similar calculation to the above, the population of Melford 
at that period would have been 1,370 inhabitants. 

Between the years 1760 to 1770 the average rates were, burials 45, 
baptisms 53 ; mi&ng the population in those years amount to 1,509 
persons. 

Recapitulating, we thus arrive at the following apparent results ; 
viz., that m the year 1560 the population of Melford numbered 1,140 
inhabitants ; in the year 1660, 1,370 ; in the year 1760, 1,510 ; in the 
year 1813, 2,200; in the year 1861, 2,870; in the year 1871, 8,046; 
and the last year's registers show the rates of burials 47, births 107, 
marriages 20. 

The number of inmates to a dwelling now averages more than in 
1813, and additional cottage accommodation is much needed to meet 
the requirements of the increasing population, as well as the demands 
of sanitaiy improvement. Notwithstanding the overcrowding of the 
poor, the place is a healthy one, and the death-rate here shows on an 
average a very small mortality : in 1872 only sixteen per thousand ; and 
the birth-rate of the last year was considerably more than double the 
death-rate. The oldest person belonging to this parish is now in the 
union house. She is a single woman, named Susan Debenham, who 
has attained the great age of at least 104 years, having been baptized in 
Melford Church on the 15th June, 1768. She is, notwithstanding her 
extreme age, still active and in good health.* In common with most 
country places, education was until recently at a low ebb here. Thero 
were two small dame-schools supported by old charities, and a day-school 
was held in the Lady Chapel of the church. This desecration has 
happily now ceased, for in 1860 handsomo and adequate National 
Schools, with masters* and mistresses* houses attached, were erected at 
a cost of £2,118; and another school and mistress's house was built 
privately (by Sir W. Parker), in 1862, to supply the want of the 
detached hamlet at Bridge Street. 

This record of Old Melford draws to a close. Those who have 
patiently waded through these details of the far past, will have seen 

* Smce the above was written, Susan Deltenham, comiDonlj known as Old Bally, 
has died of sheer old age, the 17th March, 1^^73, having lived to near the extraordinnry 
age of 105, if she did not quite attain it, though it u probable she did, as she was baptimd 
iu June, 1768. 
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that, from various favouring causes, besides its natural pleasantness 
and fertility, this place has always been of more importance than an 
ordinary country village. 

The lords of the greater part of its soil, ever since the Conquest, 
have been persons of rank and importance, some of whom have left 
their mark in the two great halls, as well as in the noble church and 
the charitable hospital. 

The fostering care of the powerful Abbey of St. Edmund shielded* 
Melford and its inhabitants in old times of trouble and violence ; for, 
prior to the Reformation, men feared to injure the property of the , 
Church, or those immediately under its protection. The religious 
houses seem to have been easy landlords, too, and their vassals and 
tenants throve and idwelt in safety ; though in the narrow groove of 
the feudal system social advance y^ slow. When the Reformation 
revolutionized society, the old restrictive barriers broke down, and 
with increased civil and reli^ous freedom, trade flowed in ; and here, 
as elsewhere, the traders gradually enriched themselves, and took their 
stand as a prominent and important class. Many proofs are left to us 
that the old fathers of this parish dearly loved, and were proud of their 
birth-place ; with yet more reason those of the present day should be 
grateful that their lot has been cast in such a pleasant place and in 
times of advanced civilization. Our village, as we still humbly style it, 
though its older folk called it a town, and in America it would be a 
** city," seems inclined to hold its own in the onward course; for, with 
its junction lines of railroads, msworks, foundry, factories of various 
kinds, good schools, advanced nusbandry, increasing trade and pros- 
perity, and manv other advantages and improvements, Melford steadily 
progresses ; ana though much still remains to be done for the ameliora- 
tion of its working classes, and for the completion of its moral and 
social education, yet Melford past need not be ashamed of the child of 
its old age, — ^[elford present. 
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Coxe, William, B. A., rector of Melfiyrd, 84. 

Cradock, Mr., of RickinghaU, Suffolk, hia 
possession of the Nigro Registro de 
Yestiario, 12 ; of the Register of Walter 
Pinchbeck, i6. 

Crameworth, lliomas, priest, rector of Hel* 
ford, 34. 

Crane window in Melford Church, 57. 

Culford, demesne tithes of, to (he Hoq^tal of 
St Saviour, 9. 

Curaon window in Melford Churdi, 58. 



Davsh, Nioholas, inddent rdatiTe to^ 75. 

Danvers (Mi Dame Annas Fimy). 

Darcj, name of^ in raitaph of Sir WOliam 

Clopton, 126 ; Sir Thomaa, Bart, of 

Eentwell, 129; Dame SisiMdlia, bia 

wife, ib. I Alice, 43, 174. 
De Botington, Sampson, Abbot of Baiy, Ua 

character, 10 ; bis death, IS. 
De CaTendish, William WjgOTj reolor of 

Melford, 33. 
De Chedworth, Thomas^ reotor of Melford, 32. 
De Clajber (Simon, priest^ rector of Md- 

foi^ 32. 
Do Cornwall, Sir Wdmond, hia connection 

with Eentwell, 16& 
De Draughton, Simon, rector of Bfelford, 32. 
De Ely, Allanns, priest, rector of Melfonl, .32. 
Do Gray, John, Arehdeacon of Cleveland, 17. 
Do Gretingham, William, Steward of St 

PMmundTa, 10. 
Do Grynesbj (or Ofymesbj), Thomas, rector 

of MeUoid, 33. 
Do Hariinge, Riohard, rector of Melford, 32. 
Do Neville, Hugo, aignitaiy to King John'a 

Charter to St Saviours, 16. 
DoNorwold, John, Abbot^ his chartulsiry, 1, 

230. 
Do Otlauia, Theodorus, rector of Melford, 32. 
De Stanton, Henry, rector of Melford, 32. 
Do Stute>dlle, William, signitaij of King 

John's Charter to St Savioui^a, 16. 
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De TottiDgtane, otherwise Sampson de 

Botington, q,v, 
De Tumham, Eobert, signitaiy of King 

John's Charter to St Saviour's, 16. 
De YaleDce, holder of the manor of Kentwell, 

5,169; hb descent, %b. ; death, and burial 

in Westminster Abbey, i6. 
De Welbome, rector of Melfoi-d, 32. 
Denston portrait in Melford Church, 58. 
Dent, GUes, or .^Bgidius, rector of Melford, 

34 ; memorial of in Melford Church, 41 ; 

window in Melford Church, 59. 
Dispute of 1199-1200, between St. Saviour^s 

and the vicar of Melford, 17. 
Dister, Johni^ memorial o^ in Melford 

Church, 42. 
Domesdaj book, reference to Melford in the, 

Dowe, John, feoffee in lands onder Colet^s 
Charity, 188. 

Dowsing, William, his works of demolition, 
59 ; his djaiy, 60. 

Drew, the fiunily of^ 352 ; murder of Charles 
John, ib. 

Dyer, oHom Tumour, Henry, q.v.^ 214. 

Dynham, John, Lord, inscription to, in win- 
dow of Melford Church, 54. 



E 



Edward the Sixth, king of England, resigns 

his patronage of the living of Melford 

to his sister Queen Mary, 81 : his grant, 

194. 
Elisabeth, queen of England, prsMnts to tlie 

living of Melford, 31; visit to Sir 

William Corddl, 325. 
ElmeKwrll. deiiK'HDe tithes o( to the Hoapita] 

of 8r. S.iviour, 9. 
ElniJiethf, atie<dote of, 311. 
Elvodon, deiiH'sne tithes of^ to the Hosj»ital 

of St S.iviour, 9. 
£ly8, ThoiiinH, manorial free tenant, 42 ; his 

lands, t^. 
Emma, Qiiccn, {loseessor of the liberty of 

St. Eiliiiuud, 1. 
EnachduntDsis, Jobunnes, rector of Melford, 

33. 
Enachdun, or Pludghdun, now Annadown, 

John, r>ijihop of, 34. 
Eugenius III., Pope (1145-1153), Bull 

granting; to the Abbey of Buiy a tithe 

from Melfoixl, 5. 
Extinct bequests, 212. 



Faib and market at Melford, 246. 

Farman, John^ his bequest, 219. 

Felton, Henry, LL.D., rector of Melford, 36. 

Firebrace, Lady (wife of Sir Cordell Fire- 
brace), patron of Melford, 31 ; Sir Cor- 
delL Bart, patron of Melford, ib. ; Sir 
Charles, Bart, 341. 

lirmin of Sudbury, his demolitions, 60. 

Foote ($ee Fote). 

Fote, Qafierye, his charity, 200. 

Francis, Bransby, rector of Melford, 36. 

Fray, Dame Annes, portrait of^ in Melford 
Church, 56. 

Frewer, Miin, her charity, 197. 

Frodo, his connection with the manor of 
Kentwell, 5. 

Fydcfl^ John, his bequest^ 222. 



G 



Oalbub, grant from his land to Abbot 
Anselm, 5. 

Oente, John, his bequest, 215. 

Germayn, lliomas, his bequest, 215. 

QermoD, Rosa, her bequest, 215. 

Ciilbert, Claudius Salmasius, Puritan minister 
of Melford, 157 ; Rev. Wm., presented 
to Melford by Queen Elisabeth, 31 ; son 
of Paganos, his daes to .the Abbot of 
St Edmund, '2; William, clerk, rector 
of Melford, 35. 

Goflcelinus, almoner of 8t Edmund's, 10, 
311. 

Groome, Nicholaa, his bequest, 215. 

Cualterus, tenant .of the Abbot vf St 
Hxlmund, 3. 

Cu;lil!i, ancient, at Melford, 78. 



H 



IfAOioscoPB, or aqnint, in ^lelford (*harch, 

129. 
IIhII and Manor of Melford, 228 ; )»lunder 

of, 333. 
Hall Syiuond, his charity, 202. 
Ifannibald, William, rector of Melford, 34. 
llanus, his holding mentioned in origimil 

grant of Melford, 2. 
Ilarset, Kobert, insciiption to, in window of 

Melford Church, 52; his bequest, 217. 



376 



INDEX. 



Hede, Thomas, bequest of his wife, Margaret 
Heede, 215. 

Heede, Margaret, her bequest, 215. 

Hengham, Abbot Bichani, window in Mel- 
ford Church, 59. 

Henry YIIL, king of England, patron of 
Melford, 31. 

Herebert, his signature as prior of St Ed- 
mund's, 9 ; the contest for the office of 
prior, i6.; his character according to 
Jocelin de Brakelond, 10, 350. 

Hermeus, sub-prior of St. Edmund's, 9. 

Herringswell, demesne tithes of^ to the hos- 
pital of St Saviour, 9. 

Herrey de Clerbec, his holding mentioned in 
original grant of Melford, 2. 

Herrey, Master, vicar of Melford, 17, 18 ; 
Walter, vicar of Melford, 32. 

Hewes, James, his bequest, 224. 

Hill, Ohristopherus, rector of Melford, 35. 

Hill, John, his charity, 189. 

Holy Trinity, the hospital of the, 206. 

Hoo (m0 Howe, Boger). 

Hoore, Sir Thomas, his bequest, 225. 

Homingsherd, demesne tithes of, to the 
honntal of St Savioor, 9. 

Honet (JM HaisetY 

Hoqpiial of the Holy Trinity, 206. 

Howard, EUaOieth, portrait of, in Melford 
Ohmnbh, 55; William, portrait off in 
Melford Ghorch, ib. 

Howe, Koger, window inscription to, in 
Melford Chnroh, 51 ; his b(M)iiast, 216. 

Howell, James^ derk of the Privy Council, 
331 ; his description of Melford House 
and grounds, A. 

Howes, John, bis bequest, 221. 

Hubert [Walter], aidibiahop of Canterbury, 
14 ; Ills coimrmation of the endowment 
of St Sanour's, 7. 

Hu;;h tlie clerk, rector of Melford, 32. 

Huiaphry, Kdmnnd, rector of Melford, 35. 

Ilungorfnnl, liady, her window in Melford 
Church, /)6. 

Hyacitithus Bubo, Cardinal («ee Gelestinc 

in.;. 

Hyll, or ilill, John, inscription in Melfonl 
Church, 42; his charily, 189. 



ICKLI5G1IAM, grant from, to the hospital of 

St Saviour, *J. 
Tckwortli, Sir Richard, witness to the charter 

of St Saviour's, 10.' 



Jocelin de Brakzlond's Chronicle, descrip- 
tion of the character of Herebert^ 10 ; 
of Sampson de Botington, tft. ; his own, 
311. 

John, bishop of Norwich, his confirmation of 
the charter of St Saviour^s Hospital, 7 ; 
diocesan of Melford, 12 ; his confirma- 
tion of the endowment of St Savioni's^ 
Bury, 13. 

John of Oxford, Dean of Salisltay and 
chaplain to Heniy II., 12. 

John, king of England, sanctiona tfao 
charter of St Saviour^s Hoqntal, 7, 12 ; 
terms of other charters^ 15. 

Johnson, James, rector of Mdford, S6. 

Jones, Ralph, rector of Melford, 35. 

Joslin, Balph, window in Melford Chnreh, 
56, 57. 

Juliana, wife of Richard de Bonard, 17. 



ExRTB, John, his bequest, 216. 

Eentwell Chapel, in Melford Ohvroli, 1S8 ; 
manor of, held by DeValoiiOi^ 5, 169; 
its connection with the manor of the 
Monks, 23; in possession of Frodo, 167; 
extract finom Domesday Book rriativo 
thereto, fft.; comes into possession of tbe 
Clopton iamflv, 170; the monks and 
Manor-house, 172 ; saocessive p ossssso ii 
of, 174; Hall, deseription oC 183; 
painted glass ooats of arms therein, 184. 



Lady Chapel of Melford Church, 43, 141. 
1^ Bigod, Hugh, son of Roger le Bigod, 

IG. 
1^ Bigod, Robert [suppoaed] son of Roger fo 

Bigod, 16. 
1^ Bigod, Roger, Eari of Norfolk, IG. 
]^>fKUn, ablwt of Bury, 1 ; second abbot 

(1044-1065), patron of Melford, 31. 
I/eproey common in the Middle Ages. 8; 

persons afflieted with it excluded firom 

St Saviooi's Hospital, »6. 
Leroo, the Rev. John, patron of Melford, 31 ; 

rector of Melford, 30, 151. 
I^wysham, Thomas, rector of Melford, 34. 
Leyuani, Dame Maigaret window in Melford 

Churchy 5G. 
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Longesp^, William (see William, Earl of 

Salisbury), 16. 
Loveday, Richard, memorial of, in Melford 

Church, 44. 
Lucius II., Pope, allusion to, in grant to the 

Abbey of Bury, 5. 
Lutons, ancient name of Kentwell, 25, 170. 



M 



Mallet, Henry, chaplain of Queen Mary, 31. 

Mallett, Heniy, rector of Melford, 35. 

Maltby, Johannes, rector of Melford, 35. 

Manor of the Rectoiy of Long Melford, 145 ; 
survey of, 1287, ib.; remains of the 
Rectory manor-house, 150 ; new build- 
ing ot, 1832-3, 151. 

Manor of the Monies in Melford : originally 
belongs to the Honpital of St. Saviour, 
23 ; early lease of it to a tenant, ib. ; 
the ** rectory '* of Melford included in it, 
ib. ; deed of 1372-3, 24 ; of 1501, 25 ; 
to Sir William Glopton, ib. ; to Richard 
Hoo (1516), 28; to Robert Odeman, 
»6. ; to Robt Simon and James Oole 
man, ib. ; dissolution of the abbey, 29. 

Mansel, Nicholaus, priest, rector of MeUbrd| 
33. 

^laps of Melford : Amyce's, of 1580, 39 ; 
Peane's,of 1613,t6. 

Maresc, William, Earl of Pembroke, 16. 

Marty n aii«]e of Lung Melford Church, 124. 

Martyn, Charles Ju>hn, the Ber., M.A., 
patron of Melford, 32 ; rector of Mel- 
ford, 37, 144. 

Martyn, Lawrence, of Mdford Place, 41 ; 
inscription in the Martyn Chapel, 42; 
and Iiii wives, tomb of, 124 ; feotlee in 
lands under Colet's Chari^, 188 ; his 
btquest, 221; his will, 125; grant to 
hiia, 344. 

Murtvii, Marion, wife of Lawrence Martin, 
124. 

Martyn, Richard, oo-oonv6janoer in Colet*s 
Charity, 188; his b(M)aest, 220; his 
will, 124 ; memorial of in Melford 
a Churcli, 42. 

Martyn, Roger, bencher of Linooln*s Inn, 
124 ; his will, ib. ; his bequest, 222, 
347. 

^lartyn, William, tavern held by, 41. 

Mary, Qneen of England, patron of Melford 
Clmrcli, 31. 

Mayor, Dr. John, his charity, 195. 

^layor family, 88. 

3 



Melford, ancient houses in, 348 ; charitiep, 
187 ; tithe from, to the Abbey of Bury, 
5 ; its contribution to the upe of St. 
Saviour^ 7; r^inter of chriKtening«, 
burials, and marrisges, 359; itn area, 
369 ; examples of ancient rentals, 367 ; 
births, marriages, deaths, and population, 
ib. ; charter of King John relative there- 
to, 15 ; demesne tithes of^ to St. Sa- 
viour's Hospital, 15 ; derivation of the 
name, 1 ; fair and market, 246 ; Hall 
and manor, 228 ; inns, 349 ; royal vintv 
to, 325, 343 ; ]i»t of the rectors of; 32 ; 
population of; A.i>. 1250-1300, 37, 369 ; 
village green, 350. 

Melford Church, original endowment of; 30 ; 
the ancient fiibric, ib. ; the Lady Chapel, 
ib. ; dedication, ib. ; architecture, ib. ; 
patrons of the church and living, ib. ; 
rectors of; 37 ; restoration of in the 15th 
century, 38 ; description of, by the Rev. 
N. Binbie (1688), 38 ; gutted for restora- 
tion in 1867-8, 39 ; inscriptions in, 
according to Bisbie's accouni, ib. ; de- 
signer of the present fabric, 45 ; appear- 
anoe of the ancient chnroh, ib. ; the 
Martyn Cha|>el, t6. ; the painted glass, 
47 ; restoration of the east and west 
windows, ib. ; window inscriptions, ib. ; 
the ea»t window described, 62 ; the west 
windows^ 64 ; Mr. Roger Msrtyn's de- 
scription of, 70; its gradual decadenoe, 
74 ; ancient plate^ faniture, vestments, 
and ntensihs 76; rsboilding of the towet 
(1711X123; monuments snd brasses, 
124 ; Martyn aisle, t6. ; the Kentwell 
Chapel, or Olopton Chantiy, 128 ; the 
hagiosoope or squint, 129 ; tho chancel, 
136; dispute as to the seating, 164; 
the Lady Chapel, 141 ; its conversion 
into a public school, 142 ; condition ot 
the choreb in the prt^'ut cpntnr}*, 143 ; 
the rectory pew dispute with Sir Robert 
CordeU, 163 ; restoration of the churchy 
144. 

Meryell, Richsrd, his bequest, 213. 

Milbome, the &mily of, and its connection 
with Mdfoitl, 355. 

Mildenhatl, charter of Richard I. relative 
thereto, 15. 

I^lonks, the manor of, in Melford, r» ; Manoi- 
house, 172. 

Mont^yometT, Sir Thomas, portrait of, in 
Melford Church, 55 ; window in Mel- 
ford Church, 57. 

Monuments in Melford Church, 124. 
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Moore's Charity (17001), 196. 

Moore, John, his charitj, 195. 

Moore, Robert, his bequest, 226. 

Moryell, Roger, memorial of^ in Melford 

Charch, 40 (see also Meryell). 
Mjdwell, John, rector of Melford, 34. 



N 



Nell, Isabella, conveyance from< for Colet's 

Charity, 187. 
Nelys lands (so-called), bequeathed to the 

parish, 41 ; the Colet Charity, 187. 
Newton, demesne tithes of to the Hospital of 

St. Savioiir, 9. 
Newt«in, William, rector of Melford, 31, 35. 
Nigro Re^tro de YeMtiNrio, and the charter 

of Abbot Sampscm, 1 2. 
Nigrum Registruiu of the Abbey of Bury, 

menuon in, of bull ratifyiug grant to 

Abbot Sampson, 9. 
Nonoonformist cha|>el in Melford, 356. 
Norman, William, his bequest, 222. 
Nort<»n window in Melford Church, 59. 
Noye, Wiliiam, Attomey-Oen<fral, 331. 



Oak&i, Abraham, LLD., rector of Melford, 

36. 
Ogani wiuduw in Melford Cbuiehy 57. 
Oliver, Mra. Harriett, her cbirity, 195. 
Oiigiual grant of the manor of Melford, 1. 
OmiiiigeMlen, tiitntioned by derical error in 

King John's Chartorto StSaviour^s, 17. 
OdniniidV Charity landS| 197. 



Pakcnii AM, demesne tithes of, to the Hospital 

of St. SmWout, 9. 
PMrish rn«*Kt*8 houae, or the College, 151. 
PMrker, (Japt. Hyde, R.N.| moral monument 

ot in Mellord Church, 136. 
Ptrraonal names in ancient reoords ooonectcd 

witli Meltord, 352. 
Peyton v indow iu Melford Choroh, 58. 
PLtodou, Richard, his bequest^ 216. 
Puritan niiniifteni of Alelford, 157. 
Pygot, Richard, portrait of in Melford 

Church, 55. 
PykenliaiQ, William, rector of Iladldgb, 

177. 



R 



Radulphus de Hodeboyille, his holding 

mentioned in original grant of Melford, 2. 
Rectors of Melford, 32. 
Rectory Manor in 1287, its oontentt*, 4, 145 

(gee Man<tr); |)ew, dispute as to, with 

Sir Robt Cordell, 163. 
Redgrave, tithes of, to Hospital of St. 

Saviour, 9. 
Roister Pinchbeck, quotation of Bull of 

Eugenius III. in, 5. 
Richard L, king of England, charter of, 

relative to Mildenliall, 15. 
Richnnis, Roger, his bequest, 213. 
Hickinghall, tithes of, to the Hospital of 

8t. Saviour, 9. 
Rivers, the t^ecimd Earl, son of Sir Thomas 

Savage, patron of Melford Church, 31 ; 

Countess of; 333. 
Rookwood window in Melford Church, 58. 



S 



Saham, demesne tithes of, to the Hospital of 

St. Saviour, 9. 
Sampson, tenth Abbot of Bury (1182-1211), 

commences to build the Hospital of 

St. Saviour, 7 : his foundation charter 

of St Saviour^s, 8; his character, a« 

described by Jooelin de Bmkdond, 10, 

350. 
Sainthill, Peter, Puritan minister of Melford, 

157. 
Savage, Sir Thomas (Visoount Savage of 

Rocksavage), patron of Melford Church, 

31. 
Shawe, Oyles, his beqnest, 227. 
Skene, otherwise Skyme, g.v. 
bkem or Skeyne, William, recttr of Melford, 

35. 
Skeme (ass Skym). 
S<kym, or Skene's Charity, 193. 
Smith, Richard, his charity, 194. 
Smyth, John, and another Smyth, hold lands 

in Melford in 1442, 41. 
S|)an'ow, Robert^ his family, 40 ; hi;! bequest^ 

214. [Robd. Spai^we and Marion his 

wife, ancient inscription iu Melford 

Church, 40.] 
Spunlens, the Rev. William Tylney, patron 

of Melford, 32 ; his |)06seesion of the 

Bisbie MS., 38. 
Stanton, Henry de, rector of Melford, 32. 
Story, John, clerk, rector of Melford, 34. 
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Stourton, Robert, rector of Melford, 35. 

St Edmund, the liberty of, acquires the 
manor of Melford, 1 ; the carta de libera 
warenna (charter of fi-ee warren), 251. 

St James's Chapel on Chapel Green, 73, 
346. 

St Saviour's Hospital at Bury : its history, 
5 ; bull of Pope Eugenius III., granting 
a tithe from Melford, t^. ; its foundation, 
7 ; grants and confirmations of its en- 
dowments, ib. ; the Album Registrum, 
ib, ; intention of its foundation, 8; Abbot 
Sampson's charter, 9 ; its abbots, ib. ; 
Abbot Sampson's character, 10; con- 
firmation of the original endowment by 
the diocesan of Melford, 12 ; bull of 
Pope Celestine III., 14; charter of 
King John, 15 ; dispute between the 
Hospital and the vicar, ib, ; its manor 
becomes known as the Manor of the 
Monks in Melford, 23; dissolution of 
the abbejr, 29. 

Stoiy window in Melford Church, 58. 

Suit of 1199-1200 relative to lands in Mel- 
ford, near Cranmoor, 17. 

Surveys of Melford Hall and Manor, 299. 

Swyfle, Thomas, hii bequest, 214. 



Tekdring, Lady, relict of Sir Thos. Clopton, 

173 ; her bequests, ib. 
Thetford, tithes of, to the Hospital of St 

Saviour, 9. 
Thressher, aemente, bequests, B6, 90, 221. 
Tiveraall, demesne tithes to the Hospital of 

St, Saviour, 9. 
TraiiibancJ of Melfoid (drm 1683), 121. 
Tumour <a/i« Dyer), Henry, his bt-qtiest, 

214. 



Turret, or Tirret, priest, 80. 

Tyleneye, demesne tithiv o(, to the Hospital 

of St Saviour, 9. ' 
Tymworth's, Abbot, Chartulary of 138G, 238. 
l^rell window in Melford Church, 57. 



W 



Walgra>% Elizabeth, window in ^Iclfoiil 

Church, 5G. 
Wallis, William, M. A., rector of Melford, 37^ 
Walter, sacrist of St Edmund's, 9. , 
Warden, Thomas, rector of Melford, 34 ; 

window inscription to, 48. 
Wareyn, Robert, M.A, D.D., rector of Mel- 
ford, 35; sequestered from his benefice, 

155 ; succeeds to it on the Restoration, 

157; burial, 3G4. 
Warejm, Rose, her bequest, 214. 
Waryn, John, oo-conveyanoer in ColetV 

Charity, 188; his bequest, 213. 
Waryn, Richard, window inscription to, in 

Melford Church, 51. 
Wallen, a. Archdeacon of Wells, 17. 
Wentworth, Peter, clerk, rector of Melf<ir(], 

35. 
William, Earl of Salisbury, 16. 
Wilton, Stephanus, rector of Melford, 33. 
Widgar (m Withgar). 
Wirlingworth, demena tithas of, to tbr 

Hospitai of 8t Savioor, 9. 
Wirlingwood, meDtioDad, vice Wirlingwcvrth, 

in King John's charter of St Saviour'ii. 

17. 
Wisgar (i$^Witibpr). 
Withgar, or Wmg^r^ otherwiKe Widgar, 

cnstodiaa of the liberty of St lul- 

mnnd's, L 
Wood, Setb, Puritan minister «>( MthWril, 

157. 
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